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FFSS REUNION The principal speaks ... 
Tentative Schedule of Events 

Friday, May 21 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Registration begins 
Open house 
Decade, Memorabilia Rooms, displays open 

Saturday, May 22 

7:30 a.m. - 11 :30 a.m. Pancake breakfast 
-- catered by the Fenelon Falls Figure Skating Club 

9 a.m. Registration (all day) 
Decade, Memorabilia Rooms, displays open 

10:30 a.m. Vintage automobile parade 

1:30 p.m. Reunion opening ceremony 

3 p.m. Presentation of past thealrical, musical performances 

5:30 p.m. Dinner -- catered by St. James Anglican Church 

9 p.m. Dance -- 800 at the arena; overflow in school gym 

Sunday May 2J 
10 a.m. School open 

11 a.m. Breakfast -- catered by Powles Corners W.I. 

From the Reeve ... 
On behalf of the Village of Fenelon Falls, I wouldJike to take 

this opportunity to welcome all former friends, teachers and stu
dents of FFSS back to Fenelon Falls to celebrate this school's 
reunion. 

This reunion is the result of many hours of hard work by a dedi
cated few, and they are to be highly commended. It is wonderful to 
have so many people return to the place where we obtained our 
basic education, for a short time of renewing old friendships and. 
reminiscing about the many memories of our school days. 

While in the village, please take time to enjoy our many points 
of interest, as well as the many attractions arranged by the reunion 
committee. 

Remember - the Village of Fenelon Falls IS the Jewell of the 
Kawarthas. 

Reeve Roger Bellwood 
-Village of Fenelon Falls and former FFSS student 

The 

by Karen Y. Hogg 
Fenelon Falls Secondary 

School principal Andy Scott has 
been called the spearhead behind 
plans for the school's first-ever 
reunion. 

Although he gives credit to 
everyone else involved, he does 
take some credit for having put 
the idea of a reunion out in the 
first place. Others picked up on 
the idea and "it's coming togeth
er very well", he says. 

Mr. Scott has been involved 
with sc hools and the area for 
many years, having been princi
pal at Fenelon Township Public 
School for two years, as well as 
teaching at LCVI and Weldon 
schools in Lindsay for six and 
five years, respectively, and his 
family have always cottaged on 
cameron Lake. 

"we needed ,,to 
have a celebration 

He became principal at 
Fenelon Falls Secondary School 
in January, 1991 and so has been 
in the midst of the high school 
reconstruction project. 

"People in the community and 
staff at the school have waited a 
long time for this construction 
project and I felt we needed to 
have a celebration that was more 
than just an opening", said Mr. 
Scott 

It was felt that a reunion 
would give graduates and past 
attendees a reason to como back. 

Although the construction 
period has already covered a 
long, long two years, Mr. Scott is 
impressed with how the student 
body has handled the disruptive 
period. 

"One of the things that struck 

VILLAGE of FENELON FALLS 
wishes to welcome all the past 

students and visitors to the celebration 
for a hundred years of 

Fenelon Falls Secondary School. 

EXPERIENCE THE PRIDE OF OUR FRIENDLY 
YEAR-ROUND COMMUNITY IN THE 

HEARTOFLAKECOUNTR~ 
While you 're here, we invite you to see the Falls, enjoy our parks, 

explore our heritage buildings and our unique cultural history in art. 
'Use our information centres at the locks 

•. and in the restored Railway Station. 

P.O. Box 179, 21 Market St. 
FENELON FALLS 

887-3133 

Andy Scott 

me when I came to this school 
was how open and friendly the 
kids were", he said. 

With the construction now 
almost over, Mr. Scott hopes that 
the highlights will be completely 
ready for the reunion and visitors 
will be able to tour the arts, the
atre arts and greenhouse facili
ties, all of which he describes as 
"exceptional'1, as well as the new 
weight room and new gymnasi
um. 

Already, 175 students have 
signed up and been trained in the 
proper use of the weight room 
equipment, and every lunch hour 
finds the weight rooms, gyms 
and library being very well 
used."Wi th any luck, we 
shouldn't even have one portable 
here in September" , says Mr. 
Scott 

ALSO 

While that may be one sign of 
progress, another is that the 
school before its first expansion 
-- a frame addition to the stone 
school house -- had a staff of 
three and a student body of about 
75. For September, 1993 it is 
anticipated the school will have 
a staff of 75 teachers and 1,020 
students. 

• VHS Movie & Nintendo Rentals 
• Soft Ice Cream (In season) 

Thanks to all our customers 
for their support 

Colborne St., Fenelon Falls 



Snapshots from the Past 

Girl Army Cadets on the main street sometime in the late 1940's. 

Challenges for rural students 

in the thirties 
Ruollections by Irene 

Munnings 
Rural students attending 

Fenelon Falls Continuation 
School in the early '30s were 
often challenged by the mode of 
transportation they chose 10 get 
10 school. 

'The country was i..n deep 
depression, money was scarce 
everywhere, farmers made small 
profits from their land and live
stock ... if they were lucky. 

In the winter, roads were not 
plowed well enough for cars to 
travel and so other means of 
reaching Fenelon Faldcs had to be 
employed. Some students chose 
to ride horseback, others to drive 
a horse and buggy or cutter. This 
allowed them to live more ine><
pensively in their parents' home. 
Some students used the C.N.R. to 
reach Fene\on. 

There was a train that left 
Bumi River early in the morning 
and arrived at the Fenelon station 
at8a.m. 

This provided a means of 
travel to school for the Handleys, 
Godwins, Johnstons and 
Campbells. 

Unfortunately, the only train 
that could be used to return home 
left the hulc Fenelon station at 1 
p .m. There was always a _wild 
scramble to make that tram on 
time. Each student took home a 
half day's assignments (all after
noon classes were missed), 
worked on them al home and had 
them checked the following day. 

From the Powles Comer area, 
Orpha Brown (Jones) rode hor~
back through all the seasons, m 
all weather conditions on ~er 
special friend, "Maude". Clance 
and Edith Milloy (Devin) and 
Velma Moore (Farrow) drove a 
horse and buggy or cuner. 

These girls, on arrivmg in 
town, had to feed, water and 
blanket their horses, clean up and 

change their clo.1hes before 
school started. (Glfls were not 
allowed to wear slacks to 
school). 

The Magees lived four miles 
west of Fenelon Falls . There 
were live girls in that family and 
all attended F.F.C.S. 

Anne (Kelly) and Ruby 
(Beggs) drove through all the 
seasons and stabled their horse in 
a barn a1 the rear or Bronk■ Hot.cl 
(where George Wi.lson has a 
garage). On occasion, they 
walked the four miles. 

Gertrude (MacMillan), recent
ly deceased, boarded in town. 
She, too, was a lover of horses. 
When she eventually became a 
teacher and was employed in the 
rather lonely community of 
Dwight in the north, her father 
shipped her horse to her by train. 

When school closed in June, 
she rode her horse home via 
Orillia, a trip that took almost 
three days . Alice Magee 
(Graham) also drove to school 

and her younger sister Olive 
(Moore) boarded in town. 

Boarding in town or renting a 
room with kitchen privileges to 
prepare meals from Monday to 
Friday was a method commonly 
used. Students who followed this 
patto.-n •nd come from the 
Glcnarm/ Balsam Lake area 
were: Carmen and Morley 
Bymell, Harold Worsley, Doris 
Archer, Mary Webster (Naylor), 
Marquerite Kennedy (Mitchell), 
Stan Kennedy, Irene Kennedy 
(Munnings). 

One term, Stan Kennedy rode 
a bicycle to and from F.F.C.S. 
from September to Christmas -- a 
distance of eight miles. 

Undoubtedly, other young 
people from outlying areas cov
ered the needs for school alien
dance in similar ways; I have just 
referred to those who were famil
iar to me. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Fenelon Falls 

Secondary School 
on a hundred years of education 

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 238 

Fenelon Falls, Ontario 

1926-1993 
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Principals who 
served 
1898 -1992 

The following principals 
served al Fenelon Falls 
Secondary School from 1898-to 
the present. 

FENELON FALLS CONTIN
UATION SCHOOL 1898-1951: 
Byron H. Maybee 1898-1902 
(died Oct. 30, 1902); H.J. Case 
1902-1905; George D. Rolston 
1905-1906; T.E. Spiers 1906-
1907; Allan A. Cameron 1907-
1914; Alfred H . Irwin 1914-
1916; Mabel E. Nesbitt (BA 
Queen's) 1916-1919; Rena L. 
Fennell 1919-1924; Erle G. 
Miller 1924-1928; Wilma A. 
Pauison (BA Queen's) 1928-
1929; Richard P. Allin (MA 
Queen's) 1929-1930; Mervyn V. 
Robertson 1930-31; Olive M. 
Clarke (BA Queen's, MA) 1931-
1935; Archibald C. Ritter (BA 
Queen's) 1935-1937; William H. 

Turner (BA Toronto, LLD 
Queen's) 1937-1942; Jean 
Creighton 1942-1943; Thomas E. 
Carr (BA Western) 1943-1944 
(died Nov. 18, 1944; Raymond 
Goheen (BA Toronto) 1944-
1946; James D. Thomson (BA 
Queen's) 1946-1955; 

FENELON FALLS HIGH 
SCHOOL 1951-1960: Clinton M. 
Thompson (BA) 1955-1961; 

FENELON FALLS DIS
TRICT HIGH SCHOOL 1960-
1967: William S. Perkins (BA, 
MEd Toronto) 1961-1964; 

FENELON FALLS SEC
ONDARY SCHOOL 1967-: 
Ross K. Sturgess (BPHE 
Toronto) 1964-Dec. 1979; 
William G. Kennedy (BJ 
Carleton) Jan. 1979-Dec. 1989; 
Andrew M. Scott (BA York, 
MEd Toronto) Jan. 1990-prescnt 

Proud to be a part of your 
community since 1978, it gives 
us great pleasure to be involved 
with the education system in our 
area. 

t!)~ C"SY9TCW1ff:rY4 $ 

"7e«do#, '?4'14 Se~••tl4-u, Sert..e 
,,.tAu,r, 

/OOd,~ 

Best wishes to past and present 
students and good luck in 
your future endeavours. 

To remember this special 
occasio 

be sure to see o 
Fenelon Fal 
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Bill Bain -- English teacher and History specialist 
ll7~Y. Hoa 

W.A. (Bill) Bain, aulbor of 
' H ia~y of Fenelon Falls 
Secondary'. taught at the IChool 
from 19'16 IO 1978. 

After 1r1duatmg from the 
Univcrs11y or We tern Onwio. 
be began h ICKhlng career ,n a 
public ICbool in Perth County 
and then taught 11 Rodney 
C-OnllJWll.ion School bcf- com
Ing IO die 'oonh land'. 

When he and Jeanne (also a 
WCAern a,aduaJe) ..,c:,e gomg 10 
marry, they dot,ded 10 come hen: 
for a C<Xlplc of ycrJ. ·we found 
!he nallvca qunc I, kablc IO put in 

IUlOlha 30 yean•. he ys. -nim 
• broken bip fon:cd me to rctae·. 
hellkh. 

The couple ha a boy and 
three girls, all who aucnded 
FFSS and all who, cn1 on lo WU• 
vtr 11y 

noble hllSband", and cuuld he 
kcq> htm home Iha! cvenmg. The 
srudenlS came to lhe house bnng• 
inc food and music and even 
clcamng up afittWard. but ..,lien 
lhe couple ~nl 10 go 10 bed, all 
lhe beds had been cismanllcd. 

Mt 8am rcmcmbcl'5 Geol:e 
fondly: "He had I way wub 
wonh.• Many other 11.Udr:nis also 
made a strong ompreuion, 
mcludme ·aocy W'tlkmson and 
l.in,,ood Ban:by, among Olhcn. 

When Mr 8am Wied II the 
high school, he taught Englt h 
(Compo 1t10n and httrature), 
botany, zoology, hmory and 
grography 

"Tcach,ng lhc grade 13 ub-
p:u. I 5CCIRI half !he pupil 
every d.iy", he )'1. 

He loved teat h, ng and w , 
always a little ,,aaJ lO be paid 
lo, somell,mg he lo, eJ 'The d 
responded to him t,e au e be 
"'0<11.ed w, th them one on ooe 

One of the 1h,ngs Mr. lia,n 
recall, about teaching here .., 
,tobbopning on Mooouune Hill, 
where he brol:e his heel and w "When I 1augh1, l 1r1ed 10 

off wen for su w«kl. learn one row a day, wuh 
"That'• why I 111yed ,n e ch new cla ·, he }J fie 

f-tndoo Falb-, he ys. uplain- lned IO wruly names ID ...,., 

mg I.hat Wldtt h, ieachrns con- 10US cla.ues and make • c:onnec:
tract he w11 cnmled 10 three oon 
we ks ,ck leave but when he Once. at~r ht rcwcmct11. he 
WU oH IIS week the bo11d W IO ICICh a lcsJoo M lhe 
deckkd lo pay him "l app-ecla• p I and a > 0110g 1er 
ed that". uld:you must ha e lall ht my 

When he came back 10 &hool falher you h3vc 
he ljlfflt three moolhs on truu;h- my arandfalhct • TIie 111C1den1 
u and the 1chool aent a four made Mt 
wheel dnvc 10 WIil him to JChool uricd lhe 
1111d back oadl d.ly all w1n1tr, 11111oa ~ 

In 1946, whcll Mr 84111 s&art- Duuna 
ed IO 1tae• ll 1'1'11 , his home- ~-~ 
room ti ., lfade \0 'Thon 
were 100 11udtn1 and four IEhool 
.-:hen. ,n1 •1 ibe 

t.lcr !NI ye be m•• fccltng..• 
ntd and lie recall lha1 Ille kiJ.I 
pve lllrm a ctuvarce r1. Bau, 
rcmcmbcn one George 
W11ktnson v.ho called 10 &rll her 
they "ere "pl m11n1 a b,t of • 
ccld>rauon for your good and 

IWdc 
,. n 
t1 ht 
CA~ 

a I 

CJ. 

• 
tcac:hc:r 

could C 

I 
F0t 

8&111 

$20." 

There wa al o marching 
(Crom hiib the Rowy 
ball par.) and dnll • and 

Proud to s n•e th Community 
for the past 57 year .. 

• Re 1dcnual 
• C'.ommcr 1al 
• Industrial 
• Tc I Hole 

• New Well • Pump Servi c • Gu:i.ranleed Wor m n hip 
• l.i en!Ced by Min try of Em·ironmeni 
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887-333 1 
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?lie 7~ 7atu 
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Snapshots from the Past 

Army cadets were part or the school curriculum for many years and cadets were inspected by 
the 'Brass' from Kingston. 

Valedictory Address 
Avery Haines -- 1986 

Now that we've graduated 
from high school, there are a lot 
of decisions that must be made. 

And after five months from 
leaving the hallowed halls of 
Fenelon Falls Secondary School, 
I find myself here on a stage, 
expected to impart words of wis
dom upon you. And anybody 
who knows me. knows lhar's 
never going to happen. 

As for those teachers who've 
bet money on a long, drawn out 
speech .. put a crowbar in your 
wallets -· you've going to lose. 

But back to the task at hand. 
I remember listening to previ

ous valedictorian speeches and 
thinking: This is strange! Some 
poor sap standing at a podium, 
knees knocking, voice quivering, 
spilling his or her guts out about 
life, the way it was, and the way 
it's going to be. 

I know the valedictorian 
address is supposed to be a 
farewell, but I think we've 
already said our goodbyes. 

I'd rather talk about hellos. 
When we were in high school, 

we thought we were experienced, 
intelligent people ready to 
change the world. 

While I'm not denying the 
importance of what we did here, 
it's only a blink of an eye in the 
learning process. 

After only a couple of months 
at Ryerson, I've already learned 
something very important. When 
I was at FFSS I was learning, but 
for the teachers, the principal, my 
parents. Now I find that's not the 
case at all. Any learning we 
choose to do or not to do has to 
come from within. So, I guess, in 
part, I cheated myself. 

I gave the answers I thought 
wanted to be heard, instead of 
asking the questions I wanted 
answers to. 

And that's an easy trap to fall 
into, even in every day life. . 

But that's only one way um
versity has opened my eyes. I've 
teamed a lot of other things, too. 

through osmosis, and that there's 
no such thing as a self-cleaning 
room. 

But it's great. We're experi
encing how real students live. 

It's an unwritten law that stu
dents are supposed to be broke, 
messy, hungry, and forever 
searching for a cheap drink. 

Afrcr aJJ. learn Ing isn '1 con
fined to books and classrooms. 
Everyday we're discovering new 
student survival techniques. 

So far, I've mastered quite a 
few. I've conditioned my body to 
believe it can function on only 
three hours of sleep a night. 

My taste buds are also 
becoming full-fledged student 
taste buds. After two months of 
Kraft Dinner for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, they are starling to 
accept it as real food. 

But one of the most important 
things I've discovered is that 
we're longer safe. And I think 
that's vital to the growing pro-
cess. 

We're being stripped of our 
protective shells and •· as hard as 
it may be •• we're really learning 
about ourselves. We're growing 
so much and so quickly that 
sometimes it gets a little confus
ing. One minute we're walking 
down Colborne Street beside 
friends we've known most of our 
Hvu, and lhe next minute we',c 
surrounded by bag ladies and 
punkers. Talk about culture 
shock! 

And learning about ourselves 
isn't always easy. But it's not 
something we can run away 
from./ It's something we should 
accept and try to understand. 

We're not the same people we 
were in public school. Nor are 
we the same as we were five 
months ago. And we'll have 
changed five years from now. 
We're always evolving and learn
ing. 

See page 6 

YORK SOUTH GENERAL "1li • 
CONTRACTING G LTD. . · 

• R.R. 1, FENELON FALLS, ONTARIO Jiil!L 
KOM1AO --

NEW OR OLD 
COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL AND 

RECREATIONAL BUILDINGS 

Renovations, Demolltlon and Custom Building 

• Foundations • Barns 
• Framing • Boat Houses 
• Brick or Block • Decks & Docks 
• Insulation • Roofing 
• Drywall • Fences 
• Garages • Recreational Rooms 

• Finish Carpentry 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 
FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL 

Fenelon Falls 

Like the best time to visit y~ur 
parents. It always seems to com
cide with a full laundr>'. bag ~d 
an empty wallet and fridge. I ~e 
learned that bills don't get p8ld ,.( 

(705) 887-4633 Brad Toms 
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Twenty-two years 
in Home Ee 

by Karen Y. Hogg 
In 22 years of teaching family 

studies -- or home economics as 
it was once called -· at Fenelon 
Palls Secondary School, Judy 
Allcinson says there have been no 
drastic changes in the program 
over the years. 

Judy grew up in Waterford 
and had her first teaching job in 
Pembroke. 

Teaching family studies cov
ers such areas as cooking, sewing 
and parenting, and Judy headed 
the department for 19 years but 
says she has been doing more 
sciences the last couple of years. 

Although there have been 
minor changes to the family stud· 
1es department •· such as course 
changes which make only one 
credit available in each area of 
the department. she feels that it 

h~s been the people who have 
made the job wonderful. 

"The kids arc usually good 
and that's why I keep at iL We're 
fortunate to have a school small 
enough to know most of the stu
dcn ts and that's comforlJlble", 
she says. 

Perhaps because the family 
studies department hasn't 
changed a great deal Judy is 
looking forward t.o working in 
the science area this fall which 
will have all new labs. 

Judy has been involved with 
the reunion and is looking for
ward to it. Being co-chair of the 
committee (with Joan Perdue), 
has meant that they have spent a 
great deal of time and effort. 
"Nothing has been difficult - it's 
just making arrangements for the 
thousands of people who are 
going to be around", she says. 

Judy Atk.lmon 

Bert's 
PROMPT COURTEOUS SERVICE SINCE 1969 

•fRIOGES 
•FREEZERS 
•STOVES * DISHWASHERS 
•WASHERS 
•DRYERS ~. -* FREON RECOVERY 

SYSTEM 

RT TECHIIICWIS 
IN HOME SERVICE 
D0·IT·Y0URSl:LF 
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WEEIENO SEIIYICUT 
10 f.XlRA CIIARliE 

L\\1_MAYI'AG • l:!'J:!:l!.l]enn-Air ~ ~na,o,-

VI 
RAJ:rJ 54 COLBORNE, FENELON FALLS 

TSI 
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Crown land still in the fainily 
by Karen Y. Hogg 

She has history spread out 
across her kitchen table and Iona 
Windebank recalls her Aunt Jane 
who was, she says. "the first 
school teacher in the Somerville 
(Bury's Green) area." 

Aunt Jane was Miss Sarah 
Jane Hopkins and although, Mrs. 
Windebank, wasn't born until 
1914, she says that she does 
recall seeing her aunt once, she 
was sitting weaving in a house 
she had purchased in Fenelon 
Falls in 1886. 

The house was located just 
before the comer of Green Street 
and Murray Street and was later 
handed to a niece. Jenny Taylor. 

Miss Jane taught at two differ
ent schools in Somerville and 
Mrs. Windebank says she heard 
two stories, one that she taught 
two days a week at one and three 
days at the other, reversed every 
two weeks. The second story was 
that she taught two months at one 
and three months at the other, 

fourth concession of Somerville, 
dated Oct. 18, 1878. The land, 
purchased for $59., was a crown 
grant from "Province of Canada, 
Victoria, by the grace of God, of 
the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen 
defender of the Faith." 

Another deed, also in the 
Township of Somerville, was 
from the crown to her great 
grandfather Edward Hopkins. 
That land was deeded to Edward 
Hopkins and was purchased for 
forty pounds for 200 acres of 
land, dated Nov. 20, 1856. A 
great grandson, Gordon Hopkins, 
still owns the property. 

Mrs. Windebank, who spent 
months in the registry office 
going over documents, line by 
line, says she found the experi
ence helpful and interesting 
although "it hasn't helped my 
eyes", she says. 

also reversed. 
There were no roads in the 

area at that time and Miss Jane 
walked through the bush to the 

Mrs. Windebank was born in 
Somerville and had two brothers 
and four sisters. She attended 
FFHS for a year and recalls that 
she also took three subjects in the 
second form that year and had all 
three teachers who taught at the 
school. 

This house was once owned by Miss Sarah Jane Hopkins. 

schools. 
Mrs. Windebank began work 

on a family history about two 
years ago when she started to 
assist a cousin in Lindsay with 

She had a girlfriend "with a 
good driver" , so she went to 
school by horse and buggy and in 
the winter stayed in town with an 
aunt in the house that Miss Jane 
had once owned. 

the project. 
Of the things that surfaced 

were three deeds. One was grant
ed to Sarah Jane Hopkins for 99 -
and-a-half acres of land on the 

of school days, she says: "We 
were there to learn - no fooling 
around." 

i 
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Serving Fenelon Falls & area for 29 years 

DO IT ALL 
WITH PROPANE 

Selling Propane 
Propane Burning Appliances 

Fireplaces 
Retailers of residential & commercial 

heating & cooking appliances 

R.R. 2, Hwy. 121 North 
Fenelon Falls, Ontario KOM 1 NO 

(705) 887-2622 

In the early days she had 
walked a concession to public 
school and two to three miles to 
Sunday School and says when 
you got there you were glad to sit 
there and listen. "They didn't 
need physical fitness", she adds, 

From Fenelon Falls High 
School, she went on to attend the 
Baker Business College in 
Lindsay, but she graduated in the 
Depression and recalls that only 
the ones with exceptional speed 
and abilities got jobs in their 
field. 

Instead, she became a com
panion and chauffeur to ladies in 
Hamilton and Burlington and 
drove the ladies where they 

Avery 
Haines 
From page 5 

And I think the people of 
Fenelon Falls Secondary School 
may have given us the incentive 
to find out who we really are and 
what we want to do. 

So, on behalf of the graduat
ing class of 1986, I'd like to 
thank the people here tonight for 
providing us a base for our won
derful new experiences and 
adventures. 

Oh, and by the way, just so I 
don'l leave without giving you 
some little piece of knowledge: 
when it's Friday night and it's a 
choice between going out and 
doing the laundry ... go out. You 
can always bring the dirty clothes 
home next weekend. 

9 Years and Better Than Ever 
The FUN Place to Shop 

GIFTS 
ANTIQUES 

BULK FOODS 

Pamela Wilcox• Hwy. 35S. Coboconk 454-1401 

wanted to go. 
She could drive a Model-T 

before she had a licence and 
remembers getting weekend tick
ets on the train to come home to 
visit. In the summers she came 
home to help her parents in their 
tourist business called 'Presqu'ile 
Farm'. At that time there were 
three or four other neighbours 
taking in tourists on Cameron 
Lake but they were living on the 
river. 

That continued for about ten 
years; then she met and married 
Charles Windebank who came 
from Scotland and they settled 
near Glenarm. 

The couple had three boys and 
a girl who went on to high school 
in Fenelon Falls. Of her year at 
high school, Mrs. Windebank 
remembers that it was about the 
time the dam broke at Kinmount 
and the railroad traffic to Burnt 
River was brought to a standstill. 
Other successful candidates to 
write high school entrance exam
inations with Mrs . Windebank 
(Iona Hopkins) in 1928, were: 
Fenelon Falls -- Maxine Arnold, 
Jack Barry, Kenneth Barry, Ruby 
Bate, Muriel Brokenshire, 
George Day, Murray Dike, Carl 

English, Crawford Fountain, 
Clayton Henderson, Alan 
Hetherington, Grattan 
Hetherington, Wilmot Hewie, 
Gertrude Hooey, John Hooey, 
(Iona Hoµkins), Annie Hughes, 
Mary Hulland, Ruby Ireton, 
Annie Keast, Irene Kennedy, 
Myrtle Mark, Jessie MacKay, 
Laureen Menzies, Marion 
Naylor, Freda Nicholls, Mary 
Patten, Thomas Quigg, Evelyn 
Reds, Edna Walker, Norine 
Walsh, Douglas Warren, Lizzie 
Webster, Joy Wilson, Laiala 
Worsley, Marjorie Brown. 

From Kinmount cameBillie 
Austin, Phyllis Austin, Margaret 
Bacon, Eva Burns, Clarence 
Dettman, Joseph Doherty, Gladys 
Fountain. 

From Coboconk came Eva 
Armstrong, R. Cameron, Henry 
Carew, Lloyd Chambers, Maxene 
Cundill, Everett Fielder, Maude 
Fielder, Oretta Fielder, Phrona 
Frye, Gladys Godwin, Betty 
Ham, Ethel Handley, Marion 
Handley, Harvey Johnston, 
Beulah Kay, Jean LeCraw, 
Charlie Routley, Maurice 
Watson, Vera Watson, Gordon 
Whiting, Edna Wilson, Helen 
Wilson and ~im Wilson. 

Rent Only the Best 
SPECIAL THIS MONTH: 

- WEDNESDAYS -
RENT ONE MOVIE 

GET ONE FREE! 
• Both can be NEW 

• Nintendo TOO! 
NEW RELEASES JUST IN 

• Captain Ron • Passenger 57 
• The Mighty Ducks • Hero 

• Consenting Adults 
• The Public Eye 

61 COLBORNE ST., 
FENELON FALLS 

887-3000 
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Two careers and a sense of humor 
by Karen Y. Hogg 

Born and raised in Windsor, 
Stan Carroll joined the anny in 
1943 and went overseas. He left 
the army in 1946 and re-enlisted 
in 1948, going back into the ser
vice this time into the air force. 

After 22 years in the service, 
Stan Carroll went into teaching. 
It was 1967 and in the years that 
followed he taught in Uxbridge, 
Ajax and finally Fenelon Falls in 
1974. 

He retired in 1989 after 22 
years as a technical teacher. "I've 
had two super careers, each 22 
years, and I enjoyed them all", 
says Stan. 

He moved to Fenelon Falls in 
early 1975 and has lived in the 
area ever since. He and wife 
Shirley had three boys and a girl. 
The youngest girl attended 
Fenelon Falls Secondary School. 

Reflecting on what it was like 
to be a teacher and have your 
own child in the school, Stan 
says: "Lois ignored me in the 
hallways until she starled driving 
the car and then she had IO come 
get me each day." 

This school presented a 
change from his previous 
schools. He describes one school 
where he taught: "They had an 
open concept -- 14 shops without 
a wall in between, and basic level 
kids." Although he enjoyed 

"I'm glad to see 
that technical educa· 
tlon is finoJl,Y keeping 
up to date 

working with those students he 
would have liked a few walls. 

When he came to Fenelon 
Falls one thing he really liked 
was the school spirit 

"Kids were accepted, no mat
ter what their level -- they were 
all just kids", he says. He also 
liked the administration which 
allowed him flexibility. 

Generally, he had smaller 
classes and lots of time to help 
the kids develop their own 
know ledge and skills. 

He credits principal Bill 
Kennedy, especially, with allow
ing him that flexibility. "Goals 
and criteria were laid down but 
how I got there [IO the goal] was 
up IO me", he explains. 

22 years in the air 
force and 22 years as 
a teacher 

Many of his students he 
recalls fondly and many of those 
basic level students "have gone 
on to achieve something." One 
bought a gravel truck and went 
into business for himself, and he 
met another past student one day 
when a bus load of band students 
from a Toronto college came to 
the school and the bus driver had 
been one of his pupils. 

If Stan could offer advice to 
other teachers it would be to 
develop the ability to forget 
when students don't achieve 
what you expect them to; go 
home, forget about it and try 
again the next day. 

He also believes that students 
will remember the teacher, if not 
the subject, if one has bee() a 
good teacher. 

In 199 I, after his wife passed 

away, Stan remarried. His new 
bride, Lucille, had been a close 
friend of his first wife and he and 
her husband, also deceased, had 
been buddies in the air force. 
They also had three children. 
Now Stan and Lucille each have 
two granddaughters and one 
grandson. 

After coming to Fenelon 
Falls, Stan was elected to council 
in 1980. He served two terms as 
counci llor, one term as deputy 
reeve and one term as reeve. "I 
thoroughly enjoyed the respect 
the position brought", he said. 

During that time he had the 
opportunity to be chairman of 
several Canada Day programs 
and became affectionately known 
as 'Mr. Canada' , in his red and 
white suit. In his ten years in 
office the accomplishment of 
which he is most proud is that of 
bringing the fire protection facili
ties for the village up IO date. He 
credits then fire-chief Al Graham 
with being the 'spark plug' 
behind the endeavor. 

The school board gave Stan a 
bell when he retired which sits on 
his mantle and, although he's 
en joying his retirement immense
ly, he still thinks of his leaching 
days. 

"I'm glad IO see that leehnical 
education is finally keeping up IO 
date", he says, adding, that the 
new concept of [technical] edu
cation is broader based as 

opposed IO students just having 
skills in one specific area as they 
did just a few years ago. 

Stan misses working with his 
hands and the tools and equip
ment that was available but he 
misses most the comaraderie of 
being with a group of fellow 
workers and the company of 
young professional people. 

Still, as he used IO tell his stu
dents, "the only thing that stays 
the same is that things are going 
to change" and he continues to 
embrace those changes by keep
ing fit and setting goals. He 
swiins, plays tennis and runs. 

He has set himself a short 
term goal of returning IO Holland 
for the 50th anniversary of their 
liberation (1995) and a long term 
goal of attending their I 00th 
anniversary in 2045 even though 
he'll be 121 years old. 

It's that wonderful sense of 
humor that everyone appreciates. 
He says he hopes to continue to 
travel and even take a boat 
cruise. "I've been on four oth
ers", he says, " me and 8,000 
other guys." 

While Stan and Lucille will 
miss the secondary school 
reunion because of travel plans 
already made, he's looking for
ward to attending the official 
opening of the school which will 
take place later this year. 

Trent-Severn Waterway - Fenelon Falls (looking up Oak St.) 

/;oal(tr-#' tJa.;iotV"cl 
SPECIALTY FOODS 'N' TIIlNGS 
9 May St., Fenelon Falls, Ont. KOM !NO 

• Bulk Foods 
• Delicatessen 
• Health Products 
• Kitchen Boutique 

• Wicker Department 

Stan Carroll 

Welcome all former students and visitors to the Reunion! 

ROKEBY LUMBER 
CALL THE LUMBER NUMBERS 

Bobcaygeon Klnmount 
738-2323 488-2000 
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"Mr. Skitch" walked 

the halls for 32 years 
L.P. Skilch. one of a host of 

yetcran teachers at FFSS. retired 
m June. 1986. 

Upon his retirement, students 
referred to him as a true friend. 

He spent his enlire teaching 
career •• 32 years •· at the high 
school. 

Mr. Sk.i1ch came to the school 
in September, 1954 10 teach 
grade 9 science. grades 12 and 13 
chemistry and the entire program 
for boy's physical education. 

He recalls the excitemenl of 
arriving from Lindsay 10 launch 
his teachmg career and the sur
prise at the size of the school. 

At that time, the school con
sisted of what are now the front 
corridors, with the present main 
office as a science lab and the 
guidance office as a home eco
nomics classroom. 

He especially enjoyed the per
sonal contact and excellent rap-

port established with the 220 stu
dents he knew on a first name 
basis m those early years. 

Throughout his career al 
FFSS, Mr. Sk.itch tried eagerly 10 
maintain this individual contact, 
but found it increasingly difficult 
with his appointment to the for
mal post of vice-principal and the 
rapidly growing number of stu
dents. 

In retrospect, Mr. Skitch says 
he feels that his years at FFSS 
were very full and satisfying 
years and is proud of his involve
ment in "such a worthwhile pro
cess". 

Mr. Skitch says he misses the 
contact with the students, and 
being involved in the school's 
ac1ivi1ies such as Dixieland 
Band, and those memorable 
musicals, just 10 name a few. 

- from 1987 school yearbook 

DUDMAN CONSTRUCTION LIMITED 

"Over 25 Years in Business" 
Road Building 

Septic Systems - Backhoe 
Excavating 

Grading & Bulldozing 
Sand and Gravel 

Farm Ponds 
Top Soil 

House Moving 
BURNT RIVER QUARRY: 

FILTER SAND 
LARGE LIMESTONES 

& LIMESTONE PRODUCTS 
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. FLAGSTONE 
DECORATIVE STONE 

Burnt Rlver ................. Klnmount 488-23n 
Burnt River Quarry .................... 454-2388 

"Serving the Kawartha Lakes District" 

We Don't Just Se\\ ta,,'" 
We Re-Create Them! 

Interesting Older Autos 
Talked About Enthusiastically 
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j '~ LINDSAY ST., SOUTH ;i.,. 
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Snapshots from the Past 

Teachers Dixie Land Band 1977. Pictured are Larry Skitcb, Milt Willick, Ross Patterson, Dalt 
Lindsay, Jim Saigeon and Frank Smith. 

Gayle Atkin has held "office" 
for 23 years 

by Karen Y. Hogg 
Born and raised al Powles 

Comers, Gayle Aikin was one of 
12 children of Doris and Oscar 
Carew. 

She auended high school at 
LCVI because of the boundary 
lines but those lines eventually 
changed and ten of her siblings 
came to Fenelon Falls Secondary 
School. 

After high school, Gayle 
worked for three-and-a-half years 
for the Town of Lindsay. then 
moved 10 Toronto where she 
worked for a year. She relocated 
to Whitby when she married 
Peter in 1963 and moved back 10 
this area in October, 1966. The 
couple purchased a farm south of 
Fenelon Falls. 

After working in the offices at 
Uniroyal for a year she took three 
years off to have her children. 
Leighellen and Peter. ages 23 and 
25, respectively. 

Her life from then on became 
intertwined with FFSS when she 
started to work there in 

Gayle Atkin 

November of 1971, as a girl 
Friday. "I thought I'd work a 
year or two and I'm still here", 
she laughs. 

Later, her son Peter would 
graduate from FFSS and her 
daughter from I.E. Weldon. 

As a girl Friday, Gayle 
worked for teachers and :idminis-

STINSON PHARMACY LTD. 
serving the 

community tor 
21 years! 

• BIOTHERM 
• YARDLEY 
• BONNE BELL 

HALLMARK 
CARDS 

• MARCELLE PHOTO FINISHING 

53 COLBORNE STREET 
FENELON FALLS 

887-2320 

tration and filled in wherever she 
was needed. 

In June of 1979. under princi
pal Bill Kennedy, she was moved 
10 the office. becoming supervi
sor in March of that year. Last 
year she became office manager 
and administration assistant, one 
of three in Victoria County. 

"It's no longer just secretarial; 
!he scope of the job has expanded 
tremendously since I started 
here", she says. 

She is also budget controller. 
first aid designate for the school 
and sits on a lot of school com
miueess as well as supervising a 
staff of five-and-a-half people. 

She has become, over the 

years, a familiar face to students, 
teachers and parents alike. 

There are very few straight 
secretarial jobs in the school sys
tem anymore, explains Gayle. 
and she has had to take courses 
as well as on-the-job "trial by 
fire" 10 keep up with the 
demands of the job. 

She credits the board with 
being really good about sponsor
ing courses and keeping staff 
current with what is going on. 

Of her years at the school, 
Gayle has only good 10 say. ''The 
names don 'I change so much. 
Generations of the same families 
come through the school. 
Altitudes have changed but soci
ety's attitudes have changed so ii 
hits the kids, too", she says. 

Gayle likes working with the 
students and feels that the staff at 
FFSS is excellent. "It's an envi
ronment where you're constantly 
learning", she adds. She goes 
one-on-one with the kids coming 
into the office, does make-up for 
the musicals and helps al 
commencement and awards 
assemblies. She has been a face 
behind the office desk for 23 
years. 

Gayle has been deeply 
involved with the upcoming 
reunion, having contact with 
nearly all of the people who call 
in, and has been in charge of 
advertising and publicity with 
Gail Welch. 

Of the reunion she says: "It's 
going to be tremendously fun and 
a great experience for everyone." 
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The birth 
of the 
Falcons 

Snapshots from the Past 

Although football was his all
consu ming interest in high 
school, Bill Valentine, a past stu
dent of Fenelon Falls High 
School, says: ''The old brain did 
nol gel too badly damaged as I 
am a founding member of Mensa 
Canada." 

On June 27, 1992 Mr. 
Valentine was awarded The 
Margo Keller Mensa Award for 
25 years with Mensa. 

Mr. Valentine and wife, 
Sandra Hargreave from Glenarm, 
earned their degrees after they 
were married. They have lived 
and taught in the 
Victoria/Haliburton area all of 
their lives with the exception of 
the years 1967-69 when they 
worked for CIDA in Uganda. 

Mr. Valentine attended the 
high school from 1947-53 and 
was president of the student 
council (Literary Society) in 
1952-53, as was his brother Dave 
in 1951-52. 

Mr. Valentine offers the fol
lowing insight into how football 
came to FFHS: 

FPHS so it became my job to 
make a double trip to Oshawa for 
each one of our games. I really 
didn • t mind missing classes at 
all. 

"Frank said he would help 
coach us on the fairway at 
Byrnell Manor Golf Course but 
almost every time we went out, 
Frank was busy eating so most of 
the coaching load FELL on Mr. 
Baker and ourselves. 

"We were a big, rough crew 
and I can't remember losing a 
game. After our first season, 
grade 13 was moved to Lindsay 
so I played Senior and Pete and 
Pip Packer played Junior for 
LCVI. 

"I got myself into VERY hbt 
water by writing the Minister of 
Education and demanding that 
grade 13 be returned to FFHS. In 
any case it went back and I 
stayed another year to play foot
ball and drive my bus even 
though I already had the required 
eight grade 13 papers. 

"I can't remember if there was 
football in Fenelon while we 
were in Lindsay but our last year 
at FFHS was great. Several more 
players were added to the team 
and we played in a small league. 
The present loop with Lindsay 
and Haliburton came much 
later." 

"Our first F.F.H.S. football 
team was made up of Norm 
Faulkener, Bill Griffin, Bill Kerr, 
Marvin Lee, Murray Packer, 
Elmore Peel, Dave Simser, Bill, 
Peter and Dave Valentine, Jim 
Wilson, and Ray Worsley. We 
Played nine-man football! 

Early staff members 
1935-36 
Miss Grace Fuller 
Miss Lois Darrach 
Mr. Lloyd Trull 

"The Falcons began as a no
name, no money, no nothing 
organization. We persuaded Mr. 
Baker, our science teacher, to 
coach us. 

Mr. A.C. Ritter, principal 

1936-37 
Miss Grace Fuler 
Miss Lois Darrach 
Mr. Lloyd Trull 

"Somehow, we got Frank 
Stukas, who owned Byrnell 
Manor at the time, interested and 
he persuaded his brother Annis, 
who was coaching the Oshawa 
Red Raiders, to let us use their 
old uniforms and equipment for 
our games. The only catch was 
that the uniforms had to be 
picked up in Oshawa on game 
day and returned the next. 

Mr. A.C. Ritter, principal 

1937-38 
Miss Grace Fuller 
Miss L. Corneil 
Mr. Lloyd Trull 
Mr. W.H. Turner, principal 

I was driving a one ton GMC 
panel converted into a sort of 
school bus from Norland to 

1938-39 
Miss Grace Fuller 
Miss Jordan 
Mr.Cuti,ert 
Mr. W.H. Turner, principal 

HANDLEY 
LUMBER LTD. 
HELEN ST. FENELON FALLS 

887-3242 

"For all your building 
needs" 

Founded by Joseph Handley 
in 1937 and was called 

J. Handley & Sons. 

Now called Handely Lumber and 
very proud to be a part of the 

community for 55 years. 

j 

1939-40 
Miss E. Kerr 
Miss Jordan 
Mr. Culbert -- Mr. G. Brown 
Mr. W.H. Turner, principal 

1940-41 
Miss E. Kerr 
Mrs. J. Breighton 
Mr.G. Brown 
Mr. W.H. Turner, principal 

Join the 

Palmer 
Insurance 
Brokers (Fenelon) Ltd. 

43 Colborne St., 
Fenelon Falls, Ontario 
Phone: 705-887-2517 

PROVIDING SERVICE, SECURITY & 
SATISFACTION FOR FOUR GENERATIONS 

Palmer Insurance Brokers (Fenelon) Ltd. was first 
established as an insurance agency by John T. Palmer 
over 65 years ago, in the Fenelon Falls Community. 
From our office at 43 Colborne St. Fenelon Falls we 
serve the rural communities of Northern Victoria and 
Southern Haliburton. 
The finn has a deep sense of responsibility for product 
service and responsibility for protecting the 
individuality and trust the client's place in the firm. 
"There's more to insurance than just a policy 

and there's more to a policy than 
just the premium." 

Deal with the pros 
who really carry 
the ball for you! 

WELCH FUELS 
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~ Valedictory 
Address 

Jeff Bantam 
1982 

Snapshots from the Past 

When I started to think about 
the things that I really wanted to 
say here tonight, I was confused 
not only by what my audience 
would like to hear, but what I 
would like to say. I guess I don't 
have the answer 10 either except 
for the fact that I feel that I 
should truly speak from the heart 
about my feelings towards the 
school and my classmates. 

When I look back five years 
to the first day I entered this 
auditorium, I remember seeing 
many of the same faces which 
are present tonight. Instead of 
being in the audience with my 
friends, tonight I am blessed with 
the privilege to stand in front of 
you and represent the same class 
that I am as much a part of today 
as I was five years ago. 

A few months ago, when I 
was suddenly faced with the 
honor of presenting this speech, I 
was very anxious not only to 
complete my exams , but 
extremely anxious to be free of 
the school. Tonight, the same 
feelings have turned into regreL 

Fenelon Falls High School choir in 1968. Do they still remember the songs? 

From now on, there is no one 
to budget our time, pick and out
line our activities, and spoon
feed us our education. Today, we 
are for the most part on our own, 
although our parents are usually 
notified when finances creep into 
the situation. 

There are no more extensions 
from Doc on labs (which were 
the only extensions I have heard 
of which shortened the lime due 
on the assignment, instead of 
lengthening it) . There are no 
more bonus questions from Mr. 
Lal to give us that extra badly 
needed percent. Worst of all, 
there is no more advice from 
Mrs. Temple and Mr. Walden on 
the courses we need or should 
take. 

It is all up to us now. What 
pressure and responsibility to be 
exposed to when only just five 
months ago we were spoon-fed 
and treated like junior adults. 
Today, if we are not aggressive 

and responsible, things can be 
disastrous. I guess I realize now 
why I was told 10 enjoy high 
school as it comes and not to 
wis h for it to end. Since the 
advice is outdated for our class, 
all we can hold onto are the 
memories. Although there is no 
more of being known by the 
entire student body,_ we can look 
back to the days when were indi
viduals at FFSS and remember 
that, 10 our class, we are all indi
viduals. 

Every graduate involved 
tonight has gone through either 
four or five years of devoted 
work, attendance and patience. 
At this point in our careers, the 
fact of wether we finished first in 
our class or last, should make no 
difference . Tonight we are a 
graduating class of Fenelon Falls 
Secondary School. Whether we 
graduate with honors or by luck, 
tonight in my eyes, we are all 
equal. There is too much compe
tition later in life to worry about 
grade barriers in high school. 

Commencement is a time for 
recalling the past and looking 

OVER * 
3000 * 

MOVIES 
The latest new releases & c lassics, too! 

Nintendo Machines & Games * Over l 00 Games to c hoose from * 
VCR & TV SALES & RENTALS 
RECORDS • TAPES • C.D.'S 

Records & Videos 
73 Lindsay St., Fenelon Falls 

887-1987 

into the future. IL is a time for 
reviewing the entire picture of 

our former secondary school 
days, whether it may be aca
demics, sports, music, drama, or 
just hanging around. Those who 
have achieved academic success 
should be proud to of their 
achievements, but those who fin
ished either with honors or just 
barely passed, should be just as 
proud of their achievements, We 
have all gained much to be proud 
of such as maturity, dedication , 
perseverance, and of course, a 
diploma. 

Among our varied selection of 
classmates we shared many 
enjoyable times together. 
Whether it was losing a football 
game, screaming at a pep rally, 
dressing up for dances, or just 
having a water fight wit Mr. Lal, 
at some point along the line we 
all have something special to 
remember about our school year. 

Our school gave us a music 
night and an athletic banquet to 
sum up a hectic year in extra-cur
ricular activities. Our clubs and 

even our pastimes became part of 
the life at FFSS. 

As we look down the road 
into the future, it is important to 
remember these times, especially 
the attention we received from 
our teachers. 

At this point, I would like to 
thank the teachers and staff of 
Fenelon Falls Secondary School 
for their time, patience, and co
operative advice. If we shunned 
their work and devotion al limes, 
we now repent any dissension. If 
we hadn't learned to watch our 
grammar by way of rude remarks 
from Mrs. Stewart, or write neat 
math tests under the supervision 
of Mr. Evans, university would 
have been a disaster. At the lime 
we felt miserable and abused, but 
today we feel grateful and pre
pared. For all the work and free 
advice, to you, the teachers of 
Fenelon Falls Secondary School, 
we give thanks. 

I realize now what I really 
wanted to say when I began my 
address. Fenelon Falls Secondary 
School will linger in our hearts 

Hannivan Homes Ltd. 
"Lindsay Area's Largest Akan Dealer" 

• Windows 

• Siding 

• Soffit & Facia 

• Seamless eavestrough 

• Doors 

• Solariums 

~ • Complete renovations 

• Custom Building and Additions 

Visit our New Showroom 
~ 
~1:ni19:rli 
~ 

Hwy. 35 Coboconk 

454-3345 
"Serving The Lindsay Area Since 1972" 

and minds forever. Whether it 
was the friendship, the good 
limes, or the difficulties suffered 
here, this school will always be a 
big part of our lives. 

In a few years, when we think 
back on tonight, we will remem
ber the teachers, the friends, and 
the school which began to unrav
el the cocoon, so we could cope 
and unders tand the outside 
world. 

School 
board 
members 
were 
influential 
people 

Dr. Mason came to Fenelon 
Falls in 1889. A veterinary sur
geon, he was a graduate of the 
Ontario Veterinary College 10 

1884. 
J .L. Arnold ran a business in 

groceries, crockery, boot and 
shoes. 

W.T. Junkin was secretary of 
the board. 

Albert McIntosh was manager 
of Sandford and McIntosh 
creamery. 

J .J. Nevison came to Fenelon 
Falls in 1863 and established a 
saddlery business, including har
ness, grips, trunks and whips in 
1877. 

Findlay McDougall (chair
man) was a businessman and 
treasurer of St. Andrew's Church. 

School board members in 
1904, as recorded in 'Fenelon 
Falls 1904 •, lists the following 
seven men as mem bers of the 
school board: 

Dr. A. Wilson was a graduate 
of Trini ty College and the 
University of Toronto in 1878. 
He was associate coroner for the 
county, health officer and district 
surgeo n for the Grand Trunk 
Railway. 
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1984, the year Heather 
discovered Australia 

by Alex Riddell 
Heather Carpenter was look

ing forward to seeing her family 
and friends again, after spending 
a year in Australia but she wasn't 
prepared for the reception she 
received. -' 

When she arrived in Fenelon 
Falls last Saturday night, Heather 
was greeted by a large sign 
which read: "Welcome Home, 
Heather", mounted at the 
entrance to Fenelon Falls. 

At her arrival at the Carpenter 
home on Ellice Street, Heather 
found the home decorated with 
more welcoming messages . 
Heather's friend , Tracey 
Stephenson, had made the signs 
for her homecoming. 

After a brief stopover at 
home, the party moved to 
Heather's uncle's home where 50 
friends and relatives gathered to 
greet her. 

By her own reckoning, the 
guest of honor wasn't quite the 
same person who left Fenelon 
Falls 12 months ago to take part 
in the Rotary exchange program. 

"I know I've changed a lot; for 
one thing, I'm more mature, more 
independent," she said. 

Perhaps the most obvious 
change is her manner of speak
ing. After 12 months of living 
Down Under, Heather's speech 
has strong traces of the distinc
tive Australian drawl. 

"It's funny. I don't notice it but 
everyone else has pointed it out," 
she laughed. "But I did notice 
that everyone else here talks 
funny." 

During the year, Heather 
boarded with five different fami
lies , all in the city of Perth, 
which is located in the southwest 

section of the continent. She 
described Penh as a very friendly 
city and with a population of 
about one million people, "just 
the right size". 

"We travelled to Sydney 
(Australia's largest city) but it 
was too large. I didn't like it near
ly as much as Perth," she said. 

Like most people who travel 
to foreign countries, Heather 
found that many of her precon
ceived ideas about Australia 
weren't accurate. 

"Everyone thinks that there 
are kangaroos and koala bears 
everywhere in Australia," she 
said. "In Penh, the only kanga
roos and koalas I saw were in the 
zoo." 

Another misconception many 
Canadians have about Australia 
is its climaie. 

"People think it's hot all of the 
time there. The summer months 
in Perth are hot but the winters 
are very cool. In the far south, 
they have enough snow for ski
ing, something you don't expect 
to see in Australia." 

FFSS student 

Heather had completed Grade 
11 at Fenelon Falls Secondary 
School when she left for 
Australia last August. She stud
ied in Grade 12 in Australia but 
plans to repeat the year in 
Fenelon before advancing to 
Grade 13. 

"The school system is a lot 
different: for one thing, their 
standards are a lot higher," she 
said. "I found that their Grade II 
programs were the equivalent of 
our Grade 13, so I was so far 
behind that I didn't learn much." 

_Snapshots from the Past 

This unidentified student is one of hundreds of FFHS schol
ars who proudly drove their cars to school over the year~. 
And before they drove their cars, hardy students rode !hell" 
horses to school. 

Snapshots from the Past 

I 

School camera club of 1968 under the guidance of Jim Saigeon. 

Living in Perth was Heather's 
first experience with the ocean. 
While in Perth, she experienced a 
host of new things, including an 
introduction to the sport of body
surfing. 

One of her most memorable 
experiences is a trip she took 
with one of her host families into 
the Australian Outback, a vast 
desert region in the continent's 
intcrior. 

According to Heather, one of 
the biggest benefits of the Rotary 
exchange program was meeting 
other exchange students from all 
over the world. 

"I met students from Europe 
and Japan on Rotary trips. I 
learned to speak a few words in 
Japanese, Portuguese and some 
Danish, so we could say hello 
and talk to each other a bit," she 
said. "The European kids found it 
difficult in Australia because of 
the language barrier but we still 
managed to make friends." 

Heather was surprised to find 
that many Australians mistook 
her for an American, but found 
that Canadians are well received 
in Australia. 

"I've already decided to go 
back to Australia when I've fin
ished school. And I want to see 
Europe and maybe South 
America," she said. 

After living in Australia for 
one year, will this native 
Canadian have any problems re
adjusting to Canada? 

"Well, I'm not looking for
ward to winter here," Heather 
laughed. "After summer in Perth 
(temperatures of 42 degrees are 
not uncommon), I found their 
winter very cold, even though it 
wasn't below freezing . I don't 
know how I'm going to survive 
this winter." 

- This article appeared in a 
1984 edition of the North 
Kawartha Times. 
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BuUdlng or Renova\~ 
• Pressure Treated & Cedar 

Lumber for Decks & Docks 
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• Windows • Doors 
• CRC Roofing 

Supplying lumber, for all your 
building needs, to Coboconk 

and surrounding area 
over the past ten years! 
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Building Supplies 

Hwy. 35, Coboconk 

454-3588 
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Cam Kerr -- carving a niche in school history 
by Karen Y. Hogg 

He came from being principal 
of a three-teacher school to join 
the Fenelon Falls High School 
staff in 1953. 

Cam Kerr, principal of 
Bobcaygeon Continuation 
School, along with one or his 
assistants, Gus Manin. and Mr. 
Arthur Bell from Woodville 
joined the Fenelon Falls school 
with the closing of area continua
tion schools. 

Some closed as early as 1951. 
Bobcaygeon Continuation School 
remained in operation until June 
of 1953. Mr. Kerr had been prin
cipal there for three years. 

Although he was supposed to 
go to teach at LCVl -- the only 
other high school in the district -
he decided to come to Fenelon 
Falls since he knew that most of 
his students would be going 
there. 

"I had formed a bond with the 
students and felt they might need 
me", he says, adding that there 
had always been tremendous 
rivalry between Bobcaygeon and 
Fenelon Falls. 

When he came to the high 
school, he found he had to teach 
commercial, a subject for which 
he had no qualifications and for 
which he had to take summer 
school to become familiar. 

Cam Kerr 

When he fust arrived at the 
school, Mr. Kerr recalls that 
buses were a new thing and stu
dents came in from Kirkfield, 
Bobcaygeon and Coboconk. 

"It was a whole new situation 
and a bit of a problem for after
school detentions and sports" , he 
says. It was also different for stu
dents who were used to seeing 
every teacher every day to come 
to a school where they might 
never have all the teachers in the 
school in their whole time at 
school. 

Although he liked his classes, 
he also taught history and geog
raphy), he felt the situation didn't 
allow for the closeness to the stu
dents that came with smaller 
classes and shorter periods. "It 
didn't provide for knowing each 
child", he says, as it had when he 
was principal of grades 9 though 
13 in Bobcaygeon. 

Still, he established a rappon 
within his classrooms and made a 
lot of friends of both staff and 
students, even becoming known 
for 'going to bat' for his students. 

Students, Seniors and Intermediate 
amateur artists can enter their artwork 

in the Kawartha Arts Festival on 
the Labour Day Weekend. 

For information and entry forms please call 3744546. 

He recalls that the student 
population grew rapidly in those 
years to about 1,000 and then 
declined a little and has almost 
risen to that level again. 

Cam loved teaching and liked 
to see the kid's potential. "The 
girls always seemed more dedi
cated than the boys", he says. 

One of his strongest memories 
is of the early years when the 
commercial room was on the sec
ond floor across from the office. 
"They put 15 typewriters around 
three sides of the room and a 
table and chairs in the centre. 
With a class of 30 students, 15 
typed and 15 took bookkeeping 
in the centre of the room. It's a 
wonder I lasted it out", he says. 

Things, of course, got better 
once the typing room had been 
added. 

Another incident he recalls is 
. the day he had to give a typing 
exam and, when he came to 

class, someone had incapacilated 
every typewriter by removing, 
and taking away, all the springs 
from the carriage returns. "It was 
a prank but it took a little ingenu
ity to pull it off', he says. 

Cam also met his future wife 
when she came to teach at the 
school, in the fall of 1958. Gareth 
(Gary) Guild came to teach spe
cial commercial and the two 
didn' t hit it off right away. "I was 
still using her office and space 
and that teed her off right away", 
he laughs. 

The students saw the potential 
immediately. Cam was a bache
lor and the new teacher was 
young so they wanted to promote 
something between the two. 
Once the two teachers got over 
the friction of the commercial 
room, and while the swdents still 
felt their match-making efforts 
weren't going anywhere, the 
teachers decided to go to a 
Halloween dance together. 

The couple was one of five 
such teacher romances that blos
somed into marriage over the 
years. The others were A.C.E. 
Edwards and Lynn Hebel (stu
dent), Al Nicholson and Evelyn 

Marshall, Frank Smith and 
Marjorie Dawson, and Peter 
Sanderson and Jan Wilson. 

Cam and Gareth were 
engaged that fall and have terrific 
memories of a surprise mock 
wedding put on for them at an 
assembly and of four commercial 
students who came and served at 
their wedding. Even the opponu
nity class Cam taught for one 
year gave them a party (under the 
guise of asking them to chaper
one their year-end party). 

"Those things showed a lot of 
warmth and suggests that the 
school still wasn't all that big", 
says Cam. The couple now has 
two sons, John and Jamie, and 
two grandchildren. 

During his years at FFSS, 
Cam also taught history and 
political science and was head of 
the history department for the 
last 20 years that he was there. "I 
had a lot of scope to use whatev
er I wanted lo make the subject 
interesting. Kids have to know 
that history isn ' t just dried sniff 
from the past. It's being made 
every day", he says. 

Even the upcoming reunion 
will one day be history. 

Early staff members 
Frompage9 

1941-42 
Miss L. Bingham 
Mrs. J. Creighton 
Miss D. Honeywell 
Mr. W.H. Turner, principal 

1942-43 
Miss L. Bingham 
Miss Emily Scoll 
Mrs. J. Creighton, principal 

1943-44 
Mr. Thomas Carr, principal 

(until his death Nov. 18, 1944) 
Mrs. J. Creighton 
Miss E. Houssman 
Miss Emily Scou 

1944-45 
Mr. R. Goheen, principal 
(after November. 1944) 

Mrs. J. Creighton 
Miss R. Honey 
Miss E. Houssman 

1945-46 
Mr. R. Goheen, principal 
Mrs. J. Creighton 
Mrs. H. Goheen 
Miss R. Honey 

1946-47 
Mr. J.D. Thomson, principal 
Mrs.W.A. Bain 
Mrs. J. Creighton 
Mrs. H. Goheen 

1947-48 
Mr. J.D. Thomson, principal 
Mr. W.A. Bain 
Mrs. J. Crjeighton 
Miss!. Bell 

1948-49 
Mr. J.D. Thomson, principal 
Mr. W.A.Bain 
Mrs. J. Creighton 
Miss W. Shepherd 
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Co-op program 

Leading and working with 
life's leaders 

by Karen Y. Hogg 
Originally from Ingersoll, 

Bill Cragg began teaching at 
Fenelon Falls High School a year 
before it became a secondary 
school. And he is now in his 
27th year of teaching there. That 
gives him the second longest 
term of service of existing teach
ers at the school. 

Mr. Cragg says that when he 
started in I 966, the school was 
under construction because shops 
were being added. He remembers 
his first classroom, because of 
construction, being in the cafete
ria where he taught history and 
English. 

Many things have changed 
over those years. Mr. Cragg is 
now head of Co-operative 
Education and also teaches grade 
13 family studies. Over the years 
he has also taught geography and 
law and says he has enjoyed the 
variety, especially geography 
which he described "a learning 
experience". 

Married after he moved to the 
area, Bill and his wife Patti have 
two sons -- Eidt and Chuck -
who are both graduates of the 
Fenelon Falls Secondary School. 

One of the most positive 
changes Bill witnessed over the 
years was the school going to a 
credit system as opposed to stu
dents either passing or failing 
each year. Another change he has 
witnessed is the new office for 
co-operative education. 

When co-op started at the 
school in 1983 under department 

head Gavin Clutten, there were 
15 students. This year (1993), 75 
to 80 students took part in the 
program. 

Under the co-operative educa
tion program, students go out 
into the community and work in 
business fields that interest them. 

Students have been in retail, 
hospitals, OPP, "anything you 
can think of ... even working 
with funeral directors", says Bill. 

The purpose of the program is 
to give students a look at a poten
tial career so that they can see if 
they really want to pursue it or 
not. 

Some students take part in co
op only two periods a day, so 
they 're at school the rest of the 
time. Others go all one day and 
attend school the next day. 

"The program benefits every
body." Students see if they even
tually want to work in a field and 
some get full- or part-time work 
or even an apprenticeship out of 
it. Employers know they have 
contributed to a student's educa
tion by teaching skills which in 
turn benefit the employer and 
the whole community. 

In the past, education was 
something that happened in a 
specific building; it dido 't hap
pen outside. 

"Co-op has proven that educa
tion certainly can happen out
side" he adds. Bill says that co
op is useful, not only for those 
who are not academically 
inclined, but anyone. He has 
noticed a growing trend toward 

more advanced level students 
getting involved. 

"Career exploration is really 
what it's all about", he explains. 
''This past year, 23 of our 70 stu
dents were from advanced level." 

Bill has been very involved 
with the school reunion, especial
ly the antique car parade which 
will be held on the Saturday 
morning. 

As well, he has been collect
ing memorabilia that will be on 
display that weekend and has 
been involved with the reunion 
video with Paul Haines. The 
video will be for sale and 
"records the voices and faces of 
some of the people who went to 
the school. The oldest is 97 years 
old. 

Seven teachers are presently 
on staff at FFSS who were pupils 
at one time, yet in the history of 
the school there have only been 
ten students who came back to 
teach. 

Those students now on staff 
include: Rick Simpson, Donna 
Hannivan-Taylor, Brian J. Taylor, 
Greg Ingram, Pat Oke, Kelly 
Chiasson-Worsley and Tom 
Jamieson. 

For 20 of his years at the 
school, Bill Cragg also worked 
with the school yearbook and he 
says "what you gain working 
with something like that is that 
you work with some aemendous 
students who were leaders in the 
school and will probably be lead
ers in life." 

Staff requirements depended on enrollment 
Taken from "History of 

Fenelon Falls Secondary 
School" compiled by W. A. Bain 

A brief look at the transforma
tion in size and numbers of the 
school might be correlated to the 
need for teachers. 

During the Hungry Thirties 
there was a huge surplus of 
teachers wanting jobs, but by the 
late I 950's and throughout the 
60's, the schools competed with 
one another for teacher strength. 

Never had the teachers had it 
so good. In keeping with supply 
and demand, a beginning teacher, 
holding a High School 
Assistant's Certificate would get 
$1,100 in the early forties. By 
1946, the starting salary reached 
$1,900. 

However, with the expansion 
of educational services, rising 
wage levels, and the world infla
tion of the late 1960's, continuing 
throughout the seventies, a teach
er's starting salary on our school 
grid had risen to an unprecedent
ed figure of $12,700 for category 
IV. 

During the fifties and sixties, 
the school had some memorable 
principals, who tended to remain 
for longer periods of time than 
those of earlier years who stayed 
only one or two years on the 
average. 

Mr. J. D. Thomson, "the noble 
Roman", ran the ship for nine 
years, until he stepped down to 
entice a mathematics head, in the 
person of Mr. C. M. Thompson. 

He was followed by Mr. W. S. 
Pe kins, in 1961, who left the 

school to be an inspector in I 964. 
Later the former principal, Mr. 
Perkins , returned as the first 
director of education for the 
County of Victoria, a task which 
he fulfilled with absolute thor
oughness. 

Mr. Ross K. Sturgess, an inno
vative man, led the school from 
1964 until December 1978. 
January, 1979, saw the school 

pass under the management of 
Mr. Wm. G. Kennedy, with Mr. 
L. P. Skitch continuing as vice
principal. 

The sixties and seventies were 
golden years for school budgets 
-- Canada was prosperous , 
Ontario was growing, wealth 
was everywhere. Books, 
machines, equipment -- the finest 

See page 14 
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This is the winning logo for the Centennial Reunion, designed by 
Sarah Rossel. The lettering reflects an evolution of education at 
the school, a change in character and in focus from generation to 
generation. Several high school students made logo submissions 
and various forms were used throughout the school and on various 
reunion paraphernalia. 

How the reunion 
logo evolved 

As part of the grade II and 1-2 
an course, students had to design 
a logo for the upcoming sec
ondary school reunion in May. 

The logo design selected to be 
featured on I-shirts, mugs and 
other reunion paraphernalia was 
designed by exchange student 
Sarah Rossel. Sarah, an AFS 
Interculture Canada exchange 
student comes from Lausanne, 
Switzerland and was enrolled in 
the grade 12 advanced level art 
course under instructor Rick Gee. 

Sarah explains the logic and 
motivation behind her design 
thus: "We were told that it was to 
be a reunion for over l 00 years 
of education in this part of 
Victoria County. It would be a 
big celebration attracting not 
only students and teachers, but 
the full community of the town. 

"We all have in a certain way 
a connection with the secondary 
school of Fenelon Falls. 
Everybody went once to school 
in his/her life; perhaps at this par
ticular one or had parents, rela
tives, friends that went or worked 
here. 

"In my logo, I've tried to put 

together all the themes that come 
with education and with the 
school that welcomes the return
ing friends. When I think about 
the word ' education' , the first 
things that comes to my mind are 
time - past, present and future 
- and evolution. 

The evolution is represented 
in the logo by a change in leuer
ing-style from old fashioned to 
contemporary design. The fact 
that the letters are inclined for
ward is a representation of a for
ward movement or growth. 

The letters touch each other: 
this is a symbol of community, 
assembly, eonnection 
"reunion". We all get together for 
this special celebration. 

The construction lines are the 
support of the final design. They 
can be interpreted as the basis for 
learning and growing and helping 
to make you a future as a mature 
person. 

Finally, the gold is used as a 
symbol for the color of a festival 
and success. It was the only one I 
could have used to symbolize the 
celebration 100+." 

• Sarah Rossel 

Sales & Service 
From Small to Large 

We service all your TIRE needs 

FENELON TRANSMISSION & AUTO REPAIR 

Complete Automotive Repairs 

Con2ratulations. F.F.S.SU 
from Joe & Shelley (Harvey) Kerr 

(owners) 
Mike Quibel and Kevin Burnett, 

Service Technicians 

,;ftt ~ 1-~ o1 -;. -;.s.s. 

96 Industrial Drive, Unit 3 Fenelon Falls 
887-6055 887-6633 

Snapshots from the Past 

Cast of Brigadoon starring Trevo.!:_ Hutchinson and Kelly Graham. 

Modest .beginnings for FFSS 
a century ago 

Some of the following infor
mation was _gleaned, with per
mission.from History of Fenelon 
Falls Secondary School by WA . 
Bain. Information regarding Mr. 
Maybee was supplied by his 
great grandson, GordMacKay. 

The Fenelon Falls Secondary 
School was one of two public 
schools in the area and was 
called the South Ward. Built in 
1885 at a cost of $2,500, the two
room limestone building was 
,constructed using natural materi
al excavated during the building 
of the canal. 

The first continuation classes 
in Fenelon Falls began in 
September, 1898 in the South 
Ward Public School. Brian H. 
Maybee was headmaster there 
from 1895 (when the school was 
opened) to 1898 when he became 
principal of the continuation 
school where he remained until 
1903. 

Mr. Maybee had been a teach-

er at Powles Corners and lived in 
Cameron prior to coming to 
Fenelon Falls to teach. 

He married Annie Maynes 
between 1890 and 1893. He built 
a house on Oak Street in 1895 
and the couple had two daugh
ters, Alva and Winnifred and a 
son Ewart. 

An item in an 1893 Fenelon 
Falls Gazette had this to say 
about the opening of school:"The 
rural schools opened Monday last 
and the village schools will open 
on Monday next for the fall cam
paign." Mr. Maybee, the new 
headmaster, moved to the Falls a 
few days ago, having rented (or 
purchased) the brick house on 
Green Street owned by Mr. 
Brooks. 

"Those of the teachers who 
went away for their holidays are 
back again, and parents and 
guardians are being greviously 
taxed for the expensive new 
books which the rising genera- · 
tion cannot obtain the "free" and 

tractor for your 
money! 

from 

compulsory education provided 
by the state." 

Fenelon Falls pupils who 
passed the leaving examinations 
that year were:" Agnes Dickson, 
586 marks; Kate Austin, 584 
marks; Minnie Bellingham, 506 
marks; and Bessie Nie, 498 
marks." 

It wasn't until 1912 that the 
school was used exclusively as a 
high school, and a temporary 
addition was built on in 1924 and 
later torn down. 

In 1932, a modern two-storey 
building was erected on the 
school property and opened in 
1933. Today, the stone building 
is owned and used by the 
Masonic Hall and has been pre
served by them, as much as pos
sible, in the original state. 

Local continuation schools 
were closed in the early SO's and 
in 1951 The Victoria County 
District High School Board was 
formed. Secondary education in 
the county was thereby consoli
dated into two centres -- Lindsay 
LCVI and The Fenelon Falls 
District High School. The high 
school became The Fenelon Falls 
Secondary School in 1967. 

Enrollment 
From page 13 

was provided. Education was 
available to one and all. 

But in the mid-seventies the 
purse strings tightened. Reaction 
against the new career approach 
grew. A call went out for a return 
to basics -- Reading, Writing, 
Arithmetic. By 1984, the wheel 
had come full circle. The 
Minister of Education, Bette 
Stephenson, had called for a 
return to province-wide testing. 

Enrolment in 1984 stood at 
770 pupils with a staff of 48 
teachers. 

The school size and its pleas
ant situation between Lakes 
Cameron and Sturgeon was invit
ing enough for the writer, W. A. 
Bain, to teach here from 1946-
1978, as head of the English 
department, a total of 32 years. 
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tja'Ua'W~ 

701i~I 

P'enalon P'1tll!1 
Oontinunt:Jn School 

MARCH 1934 

\of. 1. 

37 Colborne St., Fenelon Falls• 887-2660 
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16 Years 16 Years 
Em!lish Style Fish 'N ChiPS 

• Take out • Shrimps • Scallops • Onion Rings , 
Illman-Platten 
Funeral 'Home Good Food - Good Service , 

FENELON FISH 'N CHIPS : 8 Princes St. W. 
116 Lindsay St., Fenelon Falls : Fenelon Falls Bobcayge 

Live 
'Broadcast' 
Fenelon Falls Continuation 
School published a school 
paper from 1933 to 1940 
called 'Broadcast'. The stu• 
dent publication has been 
revived in various forms over 
the years, with varying 
degrees or success. ' 

23 Years 

I] 
Cmtral Cafe 
Restwarattt 

26 Colbome St. 
887-2886 
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13 Years , 

• Swimming Pool • TV • Fridges • Pick-up from Locks ' 

RR2, Fenelon Falls • Rosedale 

887-2491 
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8 Years 

From 

7 Years 

a 
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PARAPHERNALIA : =p~ Top Quality Parts & Service 

BELL'S GARAGE 
(705) 887-2989 .887-2990 

Fenelon Falls 

NORLAND TRADING COMPANY 
"There's No Store Like It" 

Congratulations FFSS Students and 

.I.-~~ - Visitors on a hundred years! 
OPEN 7 Days A Week 

\.1 Corner Hwy. 35 and 503, 

------

NORLAND, Ontario 
454-1527 

5 Years 

Chatterbox 
Inn Restaurant 

Fenelon Falls• 887-1414 
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Hometown 
cproudl 

-f0r GENERATIONS! 

Our Coboconk 
/GA Store as it 

appeared 
in 1952 

Where Shea's /GA began in 
1946 and still serves the 
people of Bobcaygeon, 
forty-eight years later. 

1946 

~ All 
• 

Scott's IGA Shea's IGA 
Main St. Bolton St. 

KINMOUNT BOBCAYGEON 

Our Fenelon Falls 
/GA Store as it 

appeared 
in 1967 

Where Scott's IGAfamily 
started in Kinmount 

generations ago. 
The Northern Hotel. Built in 1876, it symbolized the 

boom brought on by the Victoria Railway 

® 16R 
Fenelon Falls IGA Coboconk IGA 

Colborne St. Main St. 
FENELON FALLS COBOCONK 
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