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Oak Street: Its History 
 

 In 1833 when Thomas Need visited the Falls at Cameron's Lake he was 

immediately taken with the "grand and most romantic cascade". Around the Falls, 

Need described the shores as "fringed with dwarf oaks, and covered with flowers and 

herbage".1 Oak trees, it appears, were not uncommon and when James Wallis built his 

home in 1837 on the east shore of Cameron Lake, he built it in an oak grove.2
  Even 

today there are numerous oak trees on the Wallis property. Thus when Oak Street first 

appeared on the 1875 map of the village the name was taken from the trees that grew 

around Maryboro and the surrounding area. 

 Oak Street was one of the last streets to be laid out in the older part of the 

town. In 1851 James Wallis and Robert Jameson had had the town site surveyed and 

divided into lots. In 1854 they printed a map showing the layout of the village. Oak 

Street does not appear. Wallis's house faced onto Water Street which ran along the 

river bank and up the lake shore. The present site of the street was described as a park 

with numerous trees. In fact, Francis Street West, which does appear on the 1854 

map, was not opened to public use until 1859 but its development was at least planned 

by this early date.3 

 James Dickson's 1875 map of the village of Fenelon Falls, made soon after the 

town was incorporated, shows that Oak Street had been laid out and divided up into 

lots. The street and lot divisions end just short of Maryboro,4 Wallis's former home, as 

the property included all the land down to the river. The north side of the street had 

been divided into eight lots and the south side into seven: as yet they were 

unnumbered. The map also shows that no houses had been built on the new street-

Maryboro and its outbuildings were the only ones in the area. The map verifies a 

statement that was made by a settler who arrived in Fenelon around 1885. He 

commented that Francis Street was about the best residential street in town. There 

were no houses on Oak Street except Maryboro.5
 So for the decade between 1875 and 

1885 there appears to have been no development on the street. 

 During this decade, however, events were taking place in the immediate 

vicinity that would lead both to the prosperity of the town and to the street. In 1876 

the Victoria Railway Co. tracks reached Fenelon Falls and a $20,000 bridge had to 

built across the Fenelon River. By August 16, 1876 the "track was laid to Bond St. on 

Cameron Lake. The engine crossed the bridge for the first time .... "6
 The tracks ran 

across the west end of the Maryboro property, thereby stopping all attempt to connect 

                                                           
1 Thomas Need, Six Years in the Bush (1832-1838), (London: Simkin, Marshall and Company, 

Stationer's Hall Court, 1838), p. 57. 
2 See Souvenir of Fenelon Falls (1904), n. p. 
3 By-Law LXII (Township of Fenelon Records-July 23, 1859). 
4 See report on Maryboro (1837). 
5 Fenelon Falls Gazette, October 5, 1933, "The Village in Days Gone By", p. 1. 
6 Extracts from the Diary of James Dickson in the Fenelon Falls Museum. 



Oak Street with Water Street. Oak Street was blocked to all through traffic, and came 

to an end on the Maryboro property. 

 As early as 1836 plans were underway to build the Trent Canal system to link 

Lake Simcoe to Lake Ontario. Wallis and Jameson probably invested here hoping to 

profit from the canal. It never materialized until fifty years later when on October 17, 

1882, construction began on a lock and canal at Fenelon. The canal was dug along the 

north bank creating an island in the centre of the river. The upper end of the canal, as 

a result, ran parallel to Oak Street. By the summer of 1886 the locks were completed 

and the first boat locked through.7 

 The benefits to Fenelon from the canal can easily be imagined. Oak Street also 

benefited. Instead of being situated by a rapids there was a calm canal with boats of 

all kinds going back and forth. The waterway, now closer than before, along with the 

trees that lined the street, made Oak Street a pleasant place to build a house. In 

August 1887 the "Trent Navigation Fenelon Falls Land Plan" was drawn up,8 showing 

the new canal area and part of Oak Street. On the south side of the street, marked in 

pencil, is a square labeled "new Foundation". The map is probably incorrect as there 

is no record of a house being completed on this site at this date. The foundation, 

however, does foreshadow the development to come. 

 A photograph taken in the 1890s shows Oak Street in the background. The 

street was merely a gravel path wide enough for a horse and buggy,9 with grass on 

both sides. In 1895 almost all the land arow1d Oak Street with owned by H.G. 

McVity and John D. Smith, who in April of that year began to sell off various lots. By 

October ten lots had been sold to the following people in this order: 

 

26 April 1895  Lot 5 n/s Oak - to Thomas Robson [now 22 Oak] 

26 April 1895  Lot 10 n/s Oak - to Wm. Burgoyne [now 42 Oak] 

16 July 1895  Lot 3,4 n/s Oak- to Mary C. Clark [now 18 Oak] 

7 Sept. 1895  Lot 8 n/s Oak - to Byron H. Maybee  [now 34 Oak] 

18 Sept. 1895  Lot 5, Pt Lot 6 s/s Oalc - to Francis Sandford [now 29 Oak] 

18 Sept. 1895  Lot 4, Pt Lot 5, Pt Lot Sa s/s Oak-to F. Sandford [now 25 Oak] 

1 Oct. 1895  Lot 9 s/s Oak- to Frank Kerr [now 41 Oak] 

1 Oct. 1895  Lot 7 n/s Oak - to H. Puley [now 30 Oak] 

22 Oct. 1895  Lot 7 s/s Oak- to Frank Kerr [now 37 Oak]10 
 

Lot 9 s/s Oak Street was also sold around this time to James Arnold [now 41 Oak]. In 
December 1895 a lane that ran between lots 5 and 6 south of the street was closed in 
preparation for the coming construction.11  

                                                           
7 Watson Kirkonnell, County of Victoria Centennial History (Lindsay, published by the County 

Council, 
1967), p. 46. 
8 A plan now in the Fenelon Falls Municipal Office vault. 
9 Photo in possession of Mrs. L. Jackett. 
10 Abstract Book E (Fenelon Falls), Lindsay Registry Office. [2004: Book 92, Plan 100] 
11 Council Minutes, Dec. 16, 1895, p. 393, in Fenelon Falls Municipal Office. 



 Construction began soon afterwards on five homes along the street. M.C. Clarke 

at 18 Oak, Henry Puley at 30 Oak, B.H. Maybee at 34 Oak, F.J. Kerr at 37 Oak and F. 

Sandford at 25 Oak Street12
- all these homes were probably begun sometime during 

1896. The property purchased by Wm. Burgoyne (No. 42) was sold on the 15th May 

1895 to J. Chambers who, like the other property owners, began to build a house. The 

other lots were left vacant or resold. 

 Construction on such a large scale resulted in many similar building features. 

Whether or not the houses were built by one contractor we cannot say, but many of the 

plans and layouts are similar and the houses share many common details. The brick is the 

same in most of the houses as are the turned verandah posts, indicating that much of the 

material came from the same source. The Sandford Furniture Factory produced doors and 

sashes and may have been a major supplier of wooden posts and other decorations.13 

 The property at 41 Oak Street that was purchased by F.J. Kerr was sold back to 

McVity and Smith on 22nd Oct., 1895, when he bought the property next door. McVity 

and Smith then sold the lot to M. McGee who on 17th March 1896 sold the property to 

Joseph Heard. Finally, on June 26, 1896 Heard sold the lot to H. Brooks who then began 

to build a house.14 

 The Chas. F. Goad Insurance Plan of August 1898 shows nine houses on Oak 

Street (including Maryboro) with a variety of other sheds and outbuildings. Of these 

houses the Clarke house and the Arnold house were frame; the Puley house, the Maybee 

house, the Chambers house, and the Kerr house were all of brick; the Brooks house and 

the Sandford house were frame with a brick veneer. All of the houses have retained the 

same features as the 1898 map displays, although the Brooks house has a bay window on 

the north wall that does not show up on the map. The plan and layout of the street of the 

street, however, has remained essentially unaltered. 

 The Chas. F. Goad Plan was revised in 1904 and during this period of six years 

two more houses were built. Francis Sandford, in 1895, had purchased Lot 5 and Lot 6 
beside the property on which he had build his own house (No. 25). The 1904 plan shows 

that a frame house with a large verandah had been built on the property. F. Sandford was 

still the owner as it was not sold until 2911ay 1905 when it was purchased by Samuel J. 
Sims. Sandford probably had it built so that he could sell it and make a profit. 

 Ironically the first lot on Oak Street to be sold was the last one to be developed. 

Lot 5 on the north side of the street that was purchased by T. Robson lay idle for 

seven years. A photograph, dating from around 1903, shows that the lot beside the 

Clarke house was still vacant. On April 9, 1902, however, Robson had sold the land 

to M.C. McCallum and a house appears on the 1904 Goad Plan. The frame house with 

brick veneer was probably finished around this time. 

 The 1903 photograph of the canal and the lower half of Oak Street shows 

surprisingly few changes. All of the houses were surrounded by picket fences to keep 

cattle from wandering onto the lawns. In fact, a grazing cow in visible near the centre 

of the photograph. The street is actually a single lane gravel path with grass on both 

sides. The sidewalks are wooden. The town records show that on Oct. 12, 1896, Mr. 

                                                           
12 See map of street with house numbers. 
13 See Souvenir of Fenelon Falls (1904), n.p. 
14  Abstract Book E (Fenelon Falls), Lindsay Registry Office. 



F. Sandford had waited on Council, re: sidewalks on Oak St." Records also show that 

pine and hemlock planks were to be delivered to Oak Street and that $14.25 was to be 

paid to Alex Wilson for the construction of the sidewalks.15
 It is also said that Oak 

Street was the first street in Fenelon to have cement sidewalks.16
 Even as early as 

1899 villagers were trying to have Oak Street made a through street by opening a lane 

at the west end. John Austin tried in August of 1899 but his bid failed as has every 

one so far.17 

 The first of the new houses to be sold was the Clarke residence on March 2_1, 

1902. The house was sold to Mr. Wm. Jordan18  and it has been known by this name 

ever since The other houses were also sold a number of times, as follows: 

 

18 Oak Street 

13 March 1902 M. Clarke to Wm. Jordan, for $1,800. 

March 1902  Wm. Jordan Est. to Mary Jordan 

   The house passed down through the Jordan family until 

31 May 1960  Jack Jordan Est. to Glen and R. Woods 

 

22 Oak Street 

9 April 1902  T. Robson to M.C. McCallum 

25 Oct. 1963  McCallum Est. to Thos. and Gertrude Graham 

 

30 Oak Street 

15 Jan. 1906  Henry Puley to Herbert Puley 

14 Mar. 1912  H. Puley to D. Cambell 

27 Dec. 1956  Cambell Est. to Marian Stewart 

23 July 1977  Stewart to L. Chreptyk 

 

34 Oak Street 

7 Sept. 1895  McVity and Smith to Byron H. Maybee 

20 Oct. 1976  Byron H. Maybee to Elva Maybee 

14 Dec. 1976  Est. Elva Maybee to Douglas E. MacKay 

1 Mar. 1982  Est. Douglas E. MacKay ... Gordon D. MacKay19 

 

38 Oak Street 

July 1959  Al and Hazel Graham 

 

42 Oak Street 

15 Nov. 1895  Wm. Burgoyne to J. Chambers 

                                                           
15 Council Minutes, Dec. 16, 1895, p. 393, in Fenelon Falls Municipal Office. 
16 Fenelon Falls Gazette, Sept. 19, 1930, "Days of Long Ago", p. 1. 
17 Council Minutes, Aug. 7, 1899, p. 556, in Fenelon Falls Municipal Office. 
18 Fenelon Falls Gazette, March 21, 1902, p. 5. 
19 Byron Maybee, who married the sister of Winnifred, left 34 Oak Street to his daughter Elva. 

Winnifred married Doc MacKay whose daughter Geraldine (married to Don Dunlop) inherited 42 Oak 

Street. (Hazel Graham's account) 



16 Dec. 1955  Chambers Est. to Winnifred MacKay 

26 Jan. 1977  W. MacKay Est. to Geraldine Dunlop 

 

50 Oak Street (Maryboro) 

not recorded before 1866 

30 Dec. 1867  John Neeland to R.C. Smith 

14 Nov. 1901   Smith Est. to T. Cashore 

15 Feb. 1913  T. Cashore to Abbott Sisters 

19 Sept. 1961  Isabella and Matilda Abbott to Municipality of Fenelon Falls 

 

41 Oak Street 

26 June 1896  J. Heard to Henry Brooks 

20 April 1911  Henry Brooks to L.B. Hartle 

27 May 1919  L.B. Hartle to G. Wilson 

25 Aug. 1943  Wilson Est. to Wm. Roberts 

   House still owned by the Roberts family 

 

37 Oak, Street 

22 Oct. 1895   McVity and Smith to F. J. Kerr 

15 Jan. 1920  Kerr Est. to Ann Terrill (nee Kerr) 

23 Feb. 1920  A. Terrill to M.A. Ellis 

3 March 1921  M.A. Ellis to A. Ellis 

20 Jan. 1978  (Executor's Deed) Ellis Est. to A. Graham 

July 1992  Ralph and Jacqueline Hardy 

 

29 Oak Street 

29 May 1905  Francis Sandford to Samuel John Sims 

2 Jan. 1913  Sam. Sims to Alvin John Gould 

1 Apr. 1936  A.J. Gould, widower 

17 Mar. 1947  Est. A. J. Gould to Margaret Gould Livingstone 

16 Aug. 1967  John and Effie Graham 

29 July 1983  Est. of Effie Graham to Bruce and Kathleen England 

15 Sept. 1986  To Terry and Ann Louden 

15 Dec. 1992  Joaquin Kuhn 

 

25 Oak Street 

11 Sept. 1905  F. Sandford to O. Sandford 

18 May 1905  F. and O. Sandford to J. Austin, McDougall and Twomey 

3 Sept. 1907  J. Austin, McDougall and Twomey to Bank of Montreal20 

 

                                                           
20 Abstract Book E (Fenelon Falls), Lindsay Registry Office. [JK: The transfers named above are 

nointended to be completely recorded here. This part of the history is anecdotal rather than rigorously 

factual. 
There may be inadvertent errors which the current owners will correct from their own knowledge.] 



Two more houses were built on Oak Street around 190521
 by T. Cashore, on the east 

side of the Maryboro property. Both were constructed of red brick and have had their 

original verandahs removed. Number 46 Oak Street is now owned by F. Brandon, and 

number 45 is owned by H.G. White. 

 Little has changed on the street over the years. Of the three frame houses on 

the street one has been covered with siding and has lost many of its finer details, but 

its character is still an integral part of the streetscape. Another frame house has been 

so altered that not one original exterior feature survives. A new duplex was also built 

this year between Nos. 22 and 30 and this has affected the look of the street in many 

ways. But all in all the integrity of this 1890 streetscape in Fenelon Falls has been 

preserved. 

 

Oak Street: Its Physical Location and Appearance 

 

 Oak Street runs in an east-west direction, almost parallel to the Trent Canal. 

Ironically the trees that now line the street are all maples, but they arch out over the 

sidewalks and houses, creating a shady green tunnel. For an area so close to the main 

street, the road suffers little traffic except for the parked cars of main street shoppers, 

home owners, and museum visitors. As a dead-end street, Oak Street is protected 

from the constant movement of traffic. 

 The large imposing houses that line the street date from the last decade of the 

nineteenth century. Most of the houses were built of red brick, some of frame, but 

there is no doubt that these homes display some of the finest examples of 

craftsmanship and decoration, from this period, in the village. No other street 

maintains such an harmonious and consistent pattern of appearance, undisturbed, for 

the most part, by alternation or new buildings. 

 

 The houses on Oak Street are all positioned on their land in recognition of the 

fact that they are located on a dead-end street. Traffic and pedestrians come from only 

one direction. 11any of the houses are positioned on the western boundary of their 

property, so that people walking up the street from town will be aware of the large 

lawns and the houses. These houses are self-consciously public. They were meant to 

be shown off. Almost all of the houses are built according to an "L" shaped plan with 

a large verandah running along the east wall and the wall facing the street. Thus an 

observer going west sees all the best features of the house – its large lawn, the 

decorated verandah, the stained glass, the bargeboard and turnery: and as the houses 

are L shaped, four sides of the house face the public thoroughfare. The west side of an 

Oak Street house is rarely decorated and never has a verandah. The back of the house 

is usually hidden or covered by a drive shed. This "eastern" orientation has a practical 

purpose as well. Located by the canal and Cameron Lake, the verandahs and lawns 

are sheltered from the west wind that usually comes off the Lake. This orientation 

also identifies the buildings with the town rather than the canal-an orientation that 

would be the exact reverse today. 

                                                           
21 Reported to me [RS] by Mr. F. Brandon who owns the house at No. 46. 



18 Oak Street 

 Walking west along Oak Street the first house on the right is the former Wm. 

Jordan house, now owned by G.J. Woods. This house is very well known among 

many of the longtime residents, and this is one of the first houses mentioned when 

you speak of Oak Street. An early photograph (c. 1910) shows the house in its former 

glory. The two and-a-half-storey, multi-gable, frame house was built according to an 

"L" shaped plan. The interior angle of the "L" section was filled with a large two-

storey section to increase the interior space of the house.22  The corners of this section 

were squared off so that a window faced the street corner on each floor. This section 

was covered by a mansard type roof. The other parts of the house were covered by a 

gable roof. Around the first storey was a large open verandah, supported by turned 

posts and decorated with heavy bargeboard. 

 The south and east gable ends of the house were decorated with large 

pedimented elements on the attic storey, "supported by" wooden brackets and 

“dentils.” Hanging from the corners of the eaves were small, turned pendants and the 

eaves were covered with bargeboard. The windows in the upper storey were 

rectangular and double sashed. The ground floor windows were also rectangular but 

the upper half was filled with a half-round stained-glass window. 

 At the north end of the house is a storey-and-a-half section with a gable roof. 

On the east wall is a verandah similar to the one on the main facade. Also visible is a 

frame drive shed located at the back of the property. 

 Unfortunately few of these decorative features survive. The bargeboard and 

turnery has all been removed, the turned posts on the verandah are gone, and the 

entire house is covered with siding. The verandah at the north end has been enclosed 

as has part of the main verandah. One of the few decorative features left is the 

decorated panels under the verandah, build to hide the support posts. Many of the 

window sashes have survived although most are now covered with aluminum storms. 

Most of the stained glass also survives. The Jordan house is an example of a building 

that has lost most of its original features, but is important in that it is part of an overall 

streetscape that should be preserved. The plan and structure of the house should be 

saved so that this fine old house can be seen by future generations. Perhaps in the 

future an owner might even wish to restore it back to its original condition. 

 

22 Oak Street 

 The T.C. Graham house was built around 1904 of lumber and was covered 

with a brick veneer. The house was rectangular in shape and was two-and-a-half 

storeys high with a projecting square bay on the east wall. There was also a single 

storey wooden shed at the back and an ''L" shaped verandah on the south and east 

walls. Today the original verandah has been removed and a new brick one added, 

giving the house a modern appearance that belies its actual age. The east part of the 

verandah has been enclosed and made part of the house. The verandah's shed roof is 

supported by brick posts and over the front steps is a triangle element or pediment. 

                                                           
22 See the plan of the house on the map. 



 The large square, first floor window on the main facade, is divided into three 

by two centre mullions. The top of the window is slightly rounded and is decorated 

with brick voussoirs, as are most of the windows in the house. The two second-storey 

windows have wooden sills and their original sashes have been covered over with 

aluminum storms. The window frames are square, but the window heads are slightly 

rounded, and the space in between has been filled with wood that has a design cut into 

it. Above the windows, stone lintels bridge the opening. These lintels have been left 

rough and unfinished for decorative effect. In the centre of the front gable end of the 

attic storey is a small, rectangular, double-sashed, one-over-one pane window with a 

wooden sill. The eaves above have been covered with decorated bargeboard. The rest 

of the house has many of the same features, especially the east gable end. The T.C. 

Graham house, although plain, has many features to recommend it. The stone lintels 

are unique in the village and the brickwork and bargeboard are characteristic of Oak 

Street, making the house a distinct part of the streetscape. 

 

26 Oak Street 

 A new two-storey duplex has just been built on a vacant lot between numbers 

22 and 30. The upper storey has been covered with plaster, and the lower will 

probably be covered with brick. At the moment it looks very much out of place, but 

when it is finished it may begin to fit into the overall pattern. 

 

30 Oak Street 

 The Chreptyk house is a large, two-and-a-half storey, red brick house with a 

beautiful verandah, characteristic of those on Oak Street. The 1903 photograph shows 

this house much the same as it is today. An "L" shaped house with the gable ends 

facing south and east, it had a large verandah along the south and east walls as well as 

a balcony on the second storey of the south fas:ade. The house had a high gable roof 

with two large brick chimneys, and a one storey brick addition attached on the north 

end. Around the property was a white picket fence with decorated gate posts. Today 

this has been removed, as have the two chimneys. The only other feature that has been 

lost is some delicate "spoolwork" and turnery at the peak of the roof on the east and 

south gable ends. This was attached to the eaves just above the attic storey windows. 

 The verandah is the most notable feature of the house. The section along the 

east wall has been enclosed with screens, but the turned posts and other decorations 

have not been altered. The shed roof of the verandah is supported by elegant turned 

posts. Under the verandah eaves is a horizontal band of decorated wood-consisting of 

a series of half circles, separated and divided in half by smaller turned pieces. At the 

point where the support posts join the "gingerbread" the corners are decorated with 

pierced fretwork. The second-storey balcony is also decorated in the same manner. 

The balcony, however, has a moulded railing with small turned posts or balusters. 

 Running up the left side of the south wall is a two-storey, three-sided bay 

window. The gable end of the attic storey projects out over the wall and is 

"supported" by decorated brackets. The two tall rectangular windows in the attic 

storey are double-sashed and have a two-over-two pane arrangement. The eaves are 

covered with heavy, decorated bargeboard. 



 Most of the windows in the house are double-sashed with a one-over-one pane 

arrangement. Like many of the windows on Oak Street the frames are square with 

window openings that are slightly rounded, so that the space between has been filled 

with pierced woodwork. Most of the window openings are also decorated with brick 

labels. The east gable end of the house has a projecting brick chimney running up the 

wall. There are two windows per floor and two smaller ones in the attic storey. The 

gable eaves are also covered with heavy decorated bargeboard. 

 

34 Oak Street 

 The MacKay house looks very plain compared to many on Oak Street, but the 

more you look at it the more fine and unique details you notice. The 1903 photograph 

shows the house to be much the same as it is today, with very few changes. Originally 

surrounded by a picket fence, the two-and-a-half storey, red brick house was built 

according to an ''L" shaped plan. A verandah runs along the east and south walls. A 

small balcony is located on the second storey, on the right side of the south wall. 

 The verandah has the same type of turned posts as the Chreptyk house, and 

running underneath the eaves of the shed roof are some turned wooden elements and 

other decorations. The turned elements are small round pendants. Against the wall of 

the house are the same turned posts cut in half. The main entrance has a transom 

window over the door. The door itself, and the door in the upper balcony, are 

beautifully carved and paneled. The upper-storey balcony is not covered but has a 

decorated railing with small turned posts. Most of the windows in the house are 

typical of Oak Street-double sashed with one or two panes per sash, and a slightly 

rounded opening decorated with a brick label. In the gable ends of the attic storey on 

the south and east sides, however, are two small, rounded-headed windows, with two 

panes in each, that share a common sill. The eaves at each end of the roof are covered 

with heavy, decorated bargeboard. Below the peak of the roof and attached to the two 

pieces of bargeboard on the gable ends, two horizontal bands of wood span the gap 

and are decorated with small turned pieces of wood (spoolwork). This is the only 

example of this type of "gingerbread" decoration that has survived on the street, and is 

a fine example of late Victorian house decoration. 

 

38 Oak Street 

 The Graham house (1896) appears on the 1903 photograph but has been so 

altered as to be unrecognizable. The original verandah has been removed and 

replaced. The walls of the house have been covered over with plaster and stone 

“bricks.” Even the bargeboard was removed this July (1977). Although the house is 

typical of an Oak Street home in its shape and the location of the verandah, and is a 

handsome building on its own, it is now out of character with the rest of the street. 

 

42 Oak Street 

 The Dunlop house was built almost to the same ''L" shaped plan as the 

Chreptyk house. The house is two-and-a-half storeys high, built of red brick with a 

gable roof and a large two-storey projecting bay window on the main south facade. 

Along the east and south walls is a large verandah and a balcony on the second floor. 



The difference between the two houses is the different rooflines of the attic storey. 

The Dunlop's upper balcony has its own small gable roof, and a shed roof then 

extends across to the top of the bay window. The gable end of the roof is located 

above this roof and is decorated with ''fish scale" tiles. The attic window in the gable 

end consists of three small rectangular windows divided by wooden mullions. Each 

window is double-sashed with a one-over-one pane arrangement. The section above 

the window projects slightly and is decorated with a carved wood fan. The soffit edge 

above the window is decorated with brackets and lentils. Other attic storey windows 

in the gable ends have the same sashes but the top of the window is decorated with a 

half-round carved wooden fan, a feature that can be found on the house at No. 37 

Oak Street. The original bargeboard on the Dunlop has been removed. 

 The verandah and balcony have many similar decorations. The fan-shaped 

design is repeated in the gable end of tl1e balcony roof. The roof of the verandah and 

balcony are supported by turned posts of the same design as on the McKay and 

Chreptyk homes. The same round pendants, as on the McKay house, decorate the 

verandah and balcony. The railing around the balcony is made of plain wooden posts 

arranged in geometric patterns. The entire verandah has been painted to accent the 

design, making it one of the most striking verandahs on the street. 

 The windows and doors are very similar to the general Oak Street pattern. The 

main entrance, the side door off the east verandah, and the upper balcony door all 

have transom windows filled with stained glass. The door openings are also decorated 

with brick voussoirs. The bay windows are double-sashed with a one-over-one pane 

arrangement, but are covered with a six-pane storm sash. Most of the other windows 

follow the double-sash pattern, with slightly rounded window heads decorated with 

brick voussoirs. 

 

 At this point Oak Street legally ends and a gate closes off traffic to the 

Maryboro property. Originally this was the eastern border of the Museum lot but two 

houses were built behind the gate in 1905. 
 

 

46 Oak Street 

 The Brandon house was built in 1905, and although there have been many 

alterations it still deserves consideration. The verandah and upper balcony have been 

removed and a garage built along the east wall. An enclosed sunroom was also built 

along the south wall. The red brick house is two storeys high with a gable roof, built 

according to an "L" shaped plan. The house had new eaves put on and most of the 

windows have been resashed or had storm aluminum windows put over them. The 

window openings are typical-rectangular with slightly rounded tops and decorated with 

brick voussoirs. This is the pattern that is followed throughout the house. Although not an 

important house, the Brandon house fits in well and should be considered as part of the 

streetscape. 

 

"50 Oak Street'' 



 The last house on the north side of Oak Street is Maryboro ( called Maryboro 

Lodge since tl1e Abbott Sisters bought it and operated it as a holiday boarding 

residence). It was built in 1837 by one of the village cofounders, James Wallis. An 
historical and architecturally important house, a separate report has been compiled on this 

building. 

 The houses on the south side of Oak Street have roads running along both sides of 

the property-Oak Street on the north and Water Street on the south running along the 

edge of the canal bank. All of the houses are oriented towards the town and therefore face 

onto Oak Street. 

 

45 Oak Street 

 The white house stands inside the gate opposite the Brandon house. Built of red 

brick according to an "L" shaped plan the house has an enclosed verandah on the north 

and east sides. (This verandah is not original but is a replacement.) The gable roof still 

has one of the original chimneys, and the windows in most cases are the same as those on 

the Brandon house. One difference is that there is a small rectangular attic window in the 

north gable end, and there is only one window per floor on the east gable wall. At the 

south end of the house is a one-storey frame addition with a gable roof. Facing Water 

Street is a two-car garage, as well as a board fence along the south side of the property. 

 

41 Oak Street 

 The Roberts house is an ''L" shaped storey-and-a-half house, and is the only house 

built of white and red bricks on Oak Street. All of the corners of the house are quoined 

with white brick. A large verandah extends along part of the east and north walls. This is 

a later addition as it does not appear on the 1904 Insurance Plan. Its shed roof is 

supported by square wooden posts and a simple railing runs along the sides. On the right 

side of the north gable end is a large two-storey projecting bay window. This bay does 

not appear on the 1904 plan and, like the verandah, is probably an addition of about 

1911. All the corners of the bay window are quoined in white brick. The north face of the 

bay is wider than the two side sections. Below the first-floor bay windows and above 

the foundations, several rows of brick have been turned so that their edges stick out 

instead of the flat surface. This is a decorative technique called “embrication.” These 

bands of brick are framed with white brick, and this pattern has been repeated below 

the second-storey bay windows as well. The bay windows themselves are rectangular, 

with wood sills, and a slightly rounded top. They are double-sashed with a one-over-

one pane arrangement, but the upper sash is smaller than the lower one. Over some of 

the windows is a four-pane storm sash. The top of the window openings have been 

decorated with labels in white brick. This decorative pattern has been repeated over 

both doors, and over all other windows. The other windows are also sashed in the 

same way. The only exception is on the south side where the window openings are 

decorated with white brick voussoirs. 

 The gable roof that covers the house has box eaves and is topped by two 

original chimneys. On the south wall is a single-storey frame shed that appeared on 

the 1898 Insurance Plan. 

 



37 Oak Street 

 One of the most interesting houses in the village} and certainly the house with 

the most beautiful detailing of any is the A. Graham house. Constructed of red brick 

to a rectangular plan, this storey-and-a-half house is dominated on the east wall by a 

large square, projecting brick turret that extends up almost three storeys. The other 

major feature of the house is the large verandah that extends along the north, east, and 

south walls. The verandah at the south and on part of the east wall has been enclosed 

and rebuilt. The rest of the verandah is original and has been beautifully preserved. 

The shed roof is supported by the same turned posts that are on many of the Oak 

Street verandahs. Under the eaves of the roof is a decorated horizontal band or frieze. 

Where the posts meet the frieze, pieces of decorated woodwork extend out both sides 

of the post and along the frieze. The design in the wood has been painted green to 

show off the woodwork. Where the verandah extends over the main entrance on the 

north wall, the shed roof becomes a gable roof with the gable end forming a decorated 

pediment over the entrance. It too has been painted to accent the decoration. Above 

the door is a small transom window with leaded glass. 

 The windows in the house are all double-sashed with a one-over-one pane 

arrangement, although they are all of different sizes. The first-floor window on the 

north wall also has leaded glass in its upper sash. Above each door and window is a 

red brick label, and all the windows have wooden sills. The north gable end has two 

rectangular windows in the upper storey. Just above the centre of these windows, a 

horizontal band of vertically positioned bricks runs across the wall face} indicating 

the height of the east and west walls. Above this, the eaves are decorated with 

beautifully carved bargeboard, with the same pattern fow1d on the verandah. Across 

the top of the gable end wall is a projecting horizontal wooden beam, decorated with 

lentils, and above it is a carved wooden fan. Radiating brick voussoirs surround the 

carved fan. 

 The ground floor of the turret forms the vestibule for the side entrance off the 

verandah. There are two large rectangular windows, one on each floor, on the east 

side of the turret. They are sashed and have brick labels like all the other windows, 

but these are decorated with shutters. At the second storey, on the north and south 

sides (of the turret) are two smaller versions of the same window, without the 

shutters. A gable roof tops off this part of the turret} and on the east side the gable 

end forms a projecting pediment. The soffit edge of the pediment is decorated with 

lentils and a small frieze. In the centre of the pediment is another carved wooden fan 

with a wood sill and radiating brick voussois. Projecting up through the gable roof is 

another smaller section of the turret. On the south and north ends are two small 

rounded-headed windows decorated with radiating brick voussoirs and wooden sills. 

Each window has a double sash with a one-over-one pane arrangement, but the upper 

rounded part of the window opening is filled with a carved wooden fan. The upper 

sash on the north window has been decorated with glazing bars in a diamond pattern, 

making it one of the loveliest windows in the village. The roof of this section is a 

pointed bell-cast roof topped with a carved wooden finial. The eaves on this 

roof are boxed and are decorated with a small frieze and lentils. 

 The Graham house sits on a large, spacious lawn with lots of trees. Part of the 



house's grandeur is its location on this site, and if the house is considered for 

designation the land should be protected as well. Attached to the southwest corner of 

the house is a single-storey frame building with a gable roof. This structure was once 

the drive shed. Marking the south end of the lawn is a white picket fence. Although it 

is not original, the fence is in character with the early houses of this ind as we can see 

on the 1903 photograph of the street. 

 

29 Oak Street 

 The J.G. Graham house was built [in 1904] and is the only frame house on the 

street to survive without major alterations. This storey-and-half rectangular, clapboard 

house has a gable end projection on the east wall, characteristic of many turn-of-the-

century houses in the village. The house is covered by a gabled roof. A large 

verandah covers the north and east walls of the ground floor. The verandah is reached 

up a flight of steps from the sidewalk. The shed roof of the verandah has a small, 

plain frieze and around the posts. This is the only surviving example of this type in 

the village. 

 The doors are located on the right-hand side of the north gable wall, and on the 

north side of the east gable projection – at opposite ends of the verandah. The doors 

have plain wooden surrounds with a small transom window of stained glass above the 

door opening. The windows in this house are all double-sashed with moulded 

architraves and wooden sills. The upper sash has small pieces of coloured glass all 

around the perimeter of the sash with a larger piece of clear glass in the centre. The 

bottom sash is larger with a single clear pane. All the windows on the south and east 

walls are decorated in this manner, as are some on the west wall. The south windows 

are narrowed and have no stained glass, but are otherwise the same. 

 At the back of the house is a one-storey frame shed with a gable roof, that 

appears on the 1904 map. At the south gable end of this shed is a small diamond-

shaped window with six panes of glass. At the south edge of the property is a garage 

(visible in the 1903 photograph) but it has been altered a great deal. Also behind this 

house was a 50-foot windmill and water tank, once a local landmark, that has since 

been removed. 

 

25 Oak Street 

 The Bank house has just been sold [1977] but was owned by the Bank of 

Montreal and was kept as a residence for the local bank manager. The house is 

situated on a triangular piece of land sitting as it does on the corner where Oak and 

Water Streets meet. A house was built between the Bank house and the corner 

sometime after 1904, but was moved to John Street in 1963. The Bank house is a 

large two-and-a-half storey wooden house with red brick veneer. The house has 

numerous bays and gables, and the irregular plan resembles two squares that intersect 

at the corners.23 

 The 1903 photograph of Oak Street shows the house much the same as it is 

today. The two sections of the house each have a gable roof that "miss" each other by 

                                                           
23 See street plan-note north section and south section. 



a few feet. The north section of the house is lower than the south section. On the east 

wall of the house was a three-sided bay window, and above it a square open balcony 

resting on the roof of the bay and "supported" by large, decorated wooden brackets. 

The balcony had a gable roof supported by turned posts. The gable end was decorated 

with "fish scale" tiles that still survive. The eaves were covered by bargeboard that 

also survives. Today the balcony has been enclosed and the original posts removed, 

but almost every other feature survives. The windows in the lower bay window are 

the same as in the photograph. They are double-sashed with a one-over-one pane 

arrangement, and have wooden sills. The window openings are also decorated with 

red brick labels. Every window in the house, except on the south wall, is decorated in 

this manner. · 

 The north side of the house has a single storey, three-sided bay window with a 

mai1sard-style roof. To the right is the main entrance, covered by a beautiful entrance 

porch with a gable roof. It has many of the features common to Oak Street-decorated 

bargeboard, turned posts, decorated brackets, turnery, ai1d "fish scale" tiles in the 

gable end. The trai1som window above the door has been boarded up. There are two 

windows above in the upper story and one small rectai1gular window in the attic 

storey. The eaves in the gable end are also covered with bargeboard. Across the face 

of the north gable end are two horizontal bands of projecting bricks. 

 Where the two sections of the house meet on the west wall, is a gable-roofed 

projection with the gable end facing west. The windows are all the same as others on 

the house, but the attic storey has a small half-round window, with a wooden sill, and 

decorated by radiating brick voussoirs. Attached to the west wall is a small brick 

section that leads out into a single-storey drive shed that shows up on the 1898 

Insurance Plan and still survives. 

 The south edge of the property has an old wire fence with an iron gate. 

Originally there was a picket fence, but it, like all the others on the street, has 

disappeared. 

 

Significance 

 

 Oak Street is the only street in Fenelon Falls where the houses were built all 

around the same time. As a result, the street has a unique character which almost sets 

it apart from the rest of the village-making it a community in itself. The large, 

imposing, red brick houses are typical of homes built in Ontario at the end of the 

nineteenth century, and the tree-lined roadway seems to preserve the quiet atmosphere 

we associate with the period. The quality of the streetscape should be preserved. 

 Not only do these houses contribute to the overall beauty of the street, they 

each have individual merit that makes them worthy of consideration. The character of 

the houses makes them unique in the village, with their large verandahs and self-

consciously public appearances. The houses represent some of the finest house 

decoration, craftsmanship and design in the village, which has all been well preserved 

and maintained. Most of the woodwork probably came from the Sandford Furniture 

Factory which was in operation here arow1d the turn of the century. As a result, much 

of this decoration is unique to the village and the surrounding area. Considering these 



factors, the houses of Oak Street should be preserved as part of the architectural 

heritage of Fenelon Falls. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 


