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MARG ALLEN 
A woman of many talents, who willingly shared with the community, young and old.

by Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter

In death, Mrs. Margaret Allen was as much a part of 
this book as she was in life. This book is an updated 
version of the previous book. Her spirit has guided us 
through every page. It has been woven into every 
discovery of a picture we had never seen, it was felt 
with every chance meeting that happened, every phone 
call, text, email made or received. Whenever we felt 
frustrated, or felt like we were hitting a wall something 
would happen and off we would go again.  Mrs. Allen 
was so many things to so many people. We could 
spend pages on her well-deserved awards, titles and 
designations but she was so much more than that. She 
wasn’t just the librarian - she was the library. If anyone 
had a question about history, royalty, stamps or 
genealogy in this area she was the one you went to. I don’t know how many times I have stopped 
myself from dialling her number to just ask her a question. This book is a labour of love. It was 
written, compiled, researched with a promise made as her years left on this earth lessened. Twenty 
years ago the original Fenelon Falls “Then and Now” was printed and sold. Mrs. Allen and her 
daughter Kathy Arscott had worked on the book for years - researching, compiling and writing - before 
I was asked to come onboard to take pictures of Fenelon Now. It was a fun collaboration and we felt 
very much that it was our book. This time the book feels more like a collective, a legacy not only for 
Mrs. Allen and ourselves but for everyone who has taken part in the adventure along the way.  We 
opened ourselves up for help with it and the help was amazing; everyone brought in their gifts - Anne 
and Bob Gamsby, Belinda Wilson, Sharon and Glenn Walker, the countless people who shared pictures 
which were found in a forgotten bin, in slide projector trays or in papers they inherited. All of them 
were clues and pieces to the love we shared for this remarkable place we call Fenelon Falls.  The 
return to this book after twenty years has been a journey. The times are different.  The sharing of 
pictures has become somewhat easier, with the click of a button on your phone. COVID-19 gave 
people an opportunity to find or organize items that they would never have found if things were as they 
were before. It allowed Kathy the time to do most of the work with less distraction.  It became an 
escape fodder for social media, it reconnected people from days gone by, it allowed people to go back 
to recognize the amazing opportunities, the incredible accomplishments, the creation of incredible 
memories - all made on the very streets on which we walk, live, work and shop. This book holds the 
stories, the legacies, the keys to the past, interpretations of a story which different people may recall in 
different ways. This book is filled with the memories of people; it comes with their recollection, their 
truth - which may not be the same as all of ours. But that is OK; this is not a history book - it is a 
collection of memories, of stories, of pictures from way back then and from now which, in 20 years, 
becomes the jumping point of our continued history. Our hope is that this book gives you a start to 
share some of your own stories of things we touch upon; our hope is that this book gives you a glimpse 
of some of the people who helped make Fenelon the place it is today.  Thank you to all who gave of 
their time, told their stories entrusted us with their pictures and stories. Thank you to those who will 
read it and enjoy it for years to come.
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Fenelon Falls – by Earl Vanatter, February 1959 

This was not our place of birth and in our youth neither, Emily nor I ever lived in one urban 
community for more than three or four years.  Then as we left our teens there began a period 
when each of us left our homes and traveled far, in distant lands across the seas; each of us 
following our vocation of that time.  But amid the glamour and adventure, at times there came a  
loneliness, perhaps an unconscious longing for some place to call our own. In those three years 
our paths crossed but once.  This is a picture we recall that day.  A quarter of a mile offshore ships 
lay at anchor in the quiet of a lovely landlocked harbour; behind us the city rose into the hills; 
rickshaws hurried here and there and geisha girls with their quaint umbrellas and gaily coloured 
kimonos added to the picturesqueness of the scene. This was a rendezvous, a place where, for a 
few short hours, our paths crossed as we traveled in opposite directions around the world.  A few 
years later our paths were joined and one evening we came over Tom Graham’s hill for the first 
time and saw the lights of Fenelon Falls twinkling in the valley below.  We liked the little village 
we found nestling there between wooded slopes and the shores of Cameron and Sturgeon Lakes 
and the Fenelon river; and here our dreams came true.  We found a place to call our “our home 
town”. 

Courtesy of Jack Vanatter and family sharing Earl Vanatter’s Story 

Prior to coming to Fenelon Falls, Earl Vanatter and not-yet-wife Emily grew up in the Georgetown 
area. Emily went to China in 1925 to teach and Earl, upon hearing of the growing unrest in that 

region of the world, joined the American army to follow her to China in the hopes of staying close.  
They only met once during that period as their paths crossed in Nagasaki Japan, before they 

returned via different routes around the world. 
As the Vanatter family we are sharing how Earl and Emily Vanatter came to Fenelon Falls, 

in Earl’s own words.
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Our Home Town - by Earl Vanatter 

Around the world in search of what?  

Only our hearts knew well.  

From shore to shore and in distant lands  

But never our hearts would tell. 

 In the land of the Mongel and Tartar,  

In the kingdom of Persia we sought.  

On mountain and river and desert  

We looked, for we knew not what. 

So we came by the longest road in the world  

And we’d followed it oh! 

So far E’re we came at last to a little town  

Where the little houses are. 

In every house when the lamps are lit  

On whatever street you go  

You’ll find it’s the people and not the lamps  

That makes the friendly glow. 

Around the world in search of what?  

Only our hearts knew well;  

We only looked for a little town  

And a simple place to dwell.  

And now that we’ve found it,  

How happy we are  

And so proud when a stranger calls  

To show him around our little town  

Our Home Town – 

Fenelon Falls 
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Fenelon Falls "Then & Now" 

Introduction by Marg Allen  - 2000 

"The falls are the heart of the village and its reason to be".  

 The falls are the economic reason people settled here in this particular 
spot, they wanted to make money and have a good life. So they built grist or 
flour mills and lumber mills and people came to work in these mills. The people 
needed food - hence the grocery stores, they needed housing - so houses were 
built and after their basic needs were supplied they wanted churches and schools 
and so on and so on. Thus our Village grew - ever changing, but always 
remaining the same. The years have been kind to Fenelon Falls and our Village 
has a proud history. 

By showing us what our forefathers did, history inspires us in two directions: to 
respect their achievements, great in their day and to strive to equal their 

resourcefulness and courage. 
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The land where the village now stands was a natural location for a pioneer settlement. There are two 
shallow lakes joined by a river, which at one point plunges 23 feet over a rocky ledge creating a 
waterfall. Now, a waterfall can be a great benefit or a real nuisance according to your point of view. To 
boaters it's a nuisance, stopping navigation and even causing drowning deaths. But to the early farmers 
it was a benefit as it increased their quality of life when the grist mill, run by water power, ground 
their grain into flour. The falls between Cameron and Sturgeon Lakes has been both. The canoes had 
to be carried around it and the later 
steamships could only navigate on one 
lake or the other. On the other side of the 
coin the grist mills were first, followed 
closely by the saw mills, and then the 
generating stations producing electricity to 
operate machinery and light homes.  
This falls is our reason to be. It is the 
heart of the village of Fenelon Falls;  
without it there would be no village. 
James Wallis was the first to recognize the 
potential of our water power, when he 
established a grist mill, but others were 
quick to follow. One of the entrepreneurs 
was R. C. Smith from Port Hope, who not 
only built a saw mill below the falls, but 
was farsighted enough to buy the water 
rights to the water going over the falls. 
Ownership of these water rights gave him 
a tremendous advantage over other mill 
owners as no one else could tap into the water power except him. He even built a wooden bridge from 
his mill across the river so railway cars could pick up his lumber. This bridge was later destroyed by a 
log drive which caused a log jam below the falls in 1886, but probably by that time it didn’t matter to 
him because he was no longer operating the mill. 

Digital Photography by Sharon (Johnson) Walker 
Fenelon Falls, showing Capt. Thompson’s big jam of saw 

logs - From photo taken 1886

The “Falls” 1890. 
Grist Mill on the left 
Stone Mill and 
Sandford’s Carriage 
Works at right. Wooden 
piers are all that 
remains of the second 
bridge crossing to the 
grist mill when it was 
demolished by a log 
jam in 1886.

Fenelon Falls "Then & Now” 

In The Beginning   
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The Falls

The young fellow standing on the cliffs on Francis St. E. could be Cliff Moffatt



11

Other saw mills were established on the south side of the 
river and for a number of years Fenelon Falls was a 
booming lumber village. At one time it is said that 
approximately 350 men were employed by one mill.  
This, of course, would include those cutting the logs in 
the bush, bringing them down the river and lakes and 
working in the mill. It was a labour intensive industry. 
For instance the R. C. Smith sawmill, completed in 
1864, worked 24-hour shifts with 44 saws in operation. 

They turned out 
50,000 board feet of 
lumber in 24 hours. 
The  lumber from all 
the mills, except for 
local building, was sent by 
rail to Toronto to be sold.  
While the sawmills  were in 
operation lumber was so 

plentiful and cheap that entire houses were built of boards placed 
one upon the other, in and out, to form the four walls which were 
plastered on the inside and rough cast on the outside. During the booming lumber years there were 
always saw mills either at the falls or down the south bank of the river for at least a mile and also on 
Cameron Lake. These mills were owned by lumbering companies who moved into an area where timber 
was close by and then moved on farther north as the supply was depleted. Some of these companies 
were Rathburn, Green & Ellis, Mowry, Hilliard, Mickle & Dyment and Howry. 

Log jams would create problems 
in the river and men would have 
to venture out onto the logs and 
shift them around to keep them 

moving down river.

Saw Mills

Bridge over the falls; at one time it was a grist mill on left, saw mill and sawdust burner on right , 
before the establishment of the generating station.
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Many saw mills sprang up along the banks of the river. In the background the tall chimney-
like structure is a sawdust burner. 

Fires plagued many 
of the local mills - 
burning buildings, 
lumber and 
equipment. Many 
mill owners could not 
afford to rebuild and 
they would end up 
leaving town. One 
mill that was never 
rebuilt was the 
Howry mill which 
burnt in 1895.  
During one of the 
mill fires a railway 
flat bed car loaded 
with lumber was 
pushed into the river. 
Today many divers come to the falls to see if they can find this part of our history. This picture 
of a burnt mill was taken c.1894. 
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When the pulp mill closed down, William  Burgoyne built a saw mill. It was next to the pulp mill, but 
closer to the Francis Street railway crossing. This mill was only in operation  for a few years.

These mills on the lake put out a great amount of sawdust, some of which was used for insulating 
houses, while a good part of it went into the lake creating "Sawdust Bottom" at the beach. Sawdust is 
not a biodegradable product, especially in water, so it moves with the waves and currents through 
Cameron Lake manifesting itself in areas miles from the former mills.. Although the last saw mills were 
on the lake in the early 1900's the sawdust in the water is still with us in the year 2020 and shows every 
indication of being around for the next 100 years.

This is a picture of 
one of the many saw 
mills located in 
Fenelon Falls 
during the late  
1800's and early 
1900's.

The Moore & Connell Saw Mill on Cameron Lake in the Louisa Street and Knox 
Crescent area. (c. early 1900’s) 
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There have been dams above the falls since 
1834 when James Wallis and Robert 
Jameson had one built. James Wallis also 
had the first grist mill. These were rough 
wooden affairs which were sufficient to 
divert the water to power the machinery 
which moved the stones to grind the grain 
into flour.  These early dams were privately 
maintained until 1890 when the 
government took over this responsibility. In 
1913-1914 they constructed the present 
concrete dam.    The use of the stop logs 
controls the amount of water that goes over 
the falls.

Dams

Rebuilding the Dam 1913
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In 1860, lumberman  Alexander Dennistown built a log sluice which would move the logs over the 
falls by directing them through the log sluice and into the Fenelon River heading for Sturgeon Lake. 
Work began in 1883 to put in a canal and locks system. It was completed in 1886. The log sluice 
was in place until 1913.

Timber Slide (Log Sluice)
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R. C. Smith moved away from 
Fenelon Falls in 1876 and after 
his death his estate retained the 
water rights until 1892. One fifth 
of the water rights was sold to 
the Fenelon Falls Electric Light  
Company, then owned by 
Messrs. F. McDougall, J. H. 
Brandon, and Henry Austin. 
They built a generating station 
below the stone mill in 1894 to 
provide power for their 

enterprises - J. H. Brandon had a grist 
mill (old stone mill) - and electricity 
for the village. In the late 1890’s they 
had 180 electricity subscribers at 
$45.00 a year. In 1903 they decided to 
get out of the electricity business and 
sold their rights to the Village of 
Fenelon Falls which formed the 
Board of Water, Light & Power. In 
1971 the Fenelon Falls generating 
station was struck by lightning and 
then closed. This resulted in the 
village having to purchase all their 
electricity from Ontario Hydro. 

Lindsay Light, Heat & Power Co. purchased 3/5 of the water rights and built a generating station in 
1900 on the present site of The Locker at the Falls. Electricity from here travelled 16 miles (approx. 
25 kms.) to Lindsay. Frank Sandford, owner of the Carriage Works, bought the remaining 1/5 of the 
water rights and built a private generating station on the rocky ledge just below the dam. You can see 
the tiny generating  station in the picture below on the left behind the bridge It supplied power to the 
F. Sandford Carriage 
Works as well as his 
other businesses located 
south of the falls. Today 
when you walk across 
the bridge you can still 
see the large hole in the 
rock where Sandford's 
generating station was 
located. 

Generating Stations
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In the late 1800's 
and early 1900's 
the preferred 
method of travel 
was by water or 
rail. The roads 
were often little 
more than trails 
and travel over 
them was either 
by foot or horse. 
As the train did 
not reach Fenelon 
Falls until 1876 
the steam boat 
was the principal method of transporting freight and passengers. The first steam boat, the Woodman 
from Port Perry, reached the falls in 1851. James Wallis built the Omega in 1852 to carry lumber from 
his mill to Port Perry. For most of the 1800's these steam boats were used for practical purposes, but 
as the railway became increasingly popular for goods and freight, they began carrying passengers and 
running sightseeing excursions. William Burgoyne of Fenelon Falls ordered a new steam boat sixty-
five feet by fourteen feet  which would carry 100 passengers.  The Lintonia, owned by Captain Charles 
Gray of Sturgeon  Point, ran excursions  to the Peterborough Lift Locks, Lindsay and Kirkfield. The 
steam boats were very popular for Sunday School or Church excursions. William  Burgoyne owned, 
among others, the Wacouta and the Kawartha. When the era of steam began to wane the gasoline 
motor gained in popularity and there were more pleasure crafts going through the locks.

Steamships

William Burgoyne’s first passenger steamer, The Kawartha, launched in 1900 and served until 
1909.

The Kawartha

The Wacouta
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Before 1894, travelling 
between Cameron Lake 
and Sturgeon Lake was 
impossible for the 
larger boats. The 
railway bridge did not 
swing to allow them to 
go to the next lake. 
These steamboats 
would come up the 
Fenelon River to the 
locks and pick up 
passengers and cargo 
and turn around and 
head back out to 
Sturgeon Lake.

The Lintonia was the last steam boat to have regular runs to Fenelon Falls, Lindsay and Sturgeon 
Point. It was captained and owned by Captain Charles F. Gray from Sturgeon Point.

The steamboat Paragon, above on the right, is picking up passengers at 
the dock on the Fenelon River. The paddle wheeler Dominion appears 

to be waiting for freight. (c.1890’s)
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When the canal around the falls was blasted out (1882 - 1887) it created an island in the middle of the 
village. This piece of land, due to its proximity to the river and falls, was already well built up with 
commercial buildings.   On the west side was the F. Sandford Carriage Works c.1877. There have 
been many changes to this building over the years. At one time it was divided between storage, a roller 
flour mill, a grist mill and a woollen mill.

Buildings in use (c.1890's) (L-R) - Woollen Mill, Stone & Roller Grist Mill and a Horse 
Shoeing & General Jobbing business.

Island - West Side

Sandford Carriage Works 
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This ashtray (above), 
showing the business name 
and phone number, was one 
of the many marketing items 

Aub Lyon had made.

W. J. Flett and Son established a garage  in the 
old Sandford  building on the island. He in turn 
sold to Aubrey (Aub) Lyon and John 
Henderson  in 1945. When John Henderson 
died a year later, Aub Lyon continued with its 
operation until 1961. At that time his lease was 
not renewed by the Trent Valley Waterway. 
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Aubrey Lyon ……..Remembering When 

Excerpts from Remembering When (1985) by Belinda Wilson.  
“When we moved up here from Newmarket, I decided that I was 
going to act like every else. I would talk like them, dress like them, 
eat like them, everything. I was going to fit in with them, rather than 
expect them to be like me.” That was Aubrey Lyon’s decision when 
he and his family moved to Fenelon Falls in 1945. “When in Rome, 
do as the Romans do” was his motto, and no one who knows him 
today could say that Aub Lyon doesn’t belong in the village. On 
September 11, 1945, Aub and his partner John Henderson took 
possession of the service station previously owned by W. J. Flett and 
Son. It was situated on the island between the two bridges in Fenelon 
Falls, the site now occupied by Lock Station 34. John Henderson died 
the next year, and Aub took over his share of the business. Besides 
pumping British American Oil gasoline, Aubrey also had a Dodge-de-
Soto dealership on the property. As well he had an automotive repair 
shop and Howard Akister, his mechanic made sure that every car that 

came in to be fixed left running like new. In the early days, Aub estimated that gas was around 23 
cents a gallon and the cost to have a new muffler installed was about $9, ($7 for the muffler and $2 
for labour…When Aub took over the business he tried to come up with an idea that would make him 
known to the tourists who frequented the village. Since he sold 
hunting and fishing licenses, and had addresses of all those who 
purchased them, he hit upon an idea. He sent road maps of the area 
to those Americans who had purchased licenses, and the response 
to this was great. He had people making special trips to Fenelon 
Falls just to thank him for the road map, which was a great help to 
them when travelling in Ontario. British American Oil changed to 
Gulf and in 1954 Aub gave up the dealership, but the rest of his 
business remained the same, and people still stopped in at Lyon’s 
to “shoot the breeze” and put in an hour or two. It was a friendly 
place to visit and Aub made everyone welcome. In 1960, however , 
it seemed all this was to end. The government sent him a letter 
stating that he had 6 months to move off the island, as they were 
planning to put up a Lock Station and turn the area into a 
government park. Aub went to work with Jerry Armstrong, who owned the Esso Station and Ford 
Dealership at 54 Colborne St. He worked there for two-and-a-half years, until it was brought to his 
attention that there was a possibility of a lot where he could re-establish his business . On the corner 
of Lindsay St. and Hwy 35A (8 Lindsay St.) was a grocery store once operated by Harry McKendry, 
and then Brandt and Georgia Phillips. They had decided to sell, and so Aub bought the lot and put up 
a service station in 1964. In 1974, Aubrey Lyon sold the business to Jim Armstrong…Looking back 
over his years in business in Fenelon Falls, Aub doesn’t see any difference in the people he dealt 
with, or the manner in which business was done. He has, however, seen a great change in the Village 
of Fenelon Falls; much progress has been made in the development of the tourist industry, and Aub 
Lyon is one of the people responsible for making the summer visitors to this area welcome. His goal 
to become a part of Fenelon Falls has most certainly been attained. Ask anyone how long Aub and 
Lorine Lyon have been in the village, and the reply will always be, “forever”. 

Aub, Lorine (Owens) & John 
Lyon outside their home in 

Fenelon Falls 1974.
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In 1877 Frank Sandford 
began making cheese on 
the island. H. Albert 
McIntosh started work 
here as a cheese maker 
and in 1902 he took over 
the business and changed 
it into a creamery. His 
creamery was noted for 
the excellence of its 
products, having won 
many prizes for its butter, 
including first prize at the 
Toronto Exhibition and 
second prize at London 
and Ottawa. Ronald 
McIntosh, who had been associated with his father  in the creamery took charge in 1926. Both 
McIntoshes, father and son, were active in village and school affairs. The Creamery was later sold to 
Murray Smith. The picture above was taken in the 1950’s.

Alex Flett had a boat livery, where he built flat bottom punts which were rented out or sold. He also 
had several cottages along the canal to the west,  and he sold bait for fishing. The business was sold 
to Cliff Kittle and renamed Kittle's Cabins. These buildings are gone now (1961-1963).  

The Creamery  
(Started as cheese factory)



The first fire bell was located near the locks on 
the Colborne St. side of the bridge. The second 
location of the Fire Bell was on the island in the 
newly constructed Bell Tower, erected during 
World War I. It was used to alert the firefighters 
of a fire and to hang the wet hoses in after a fire.   
When the bell tower was torn down, Harry 
Moore saved the bell. He provided money 
posthumously to erect it on this historical  site on 
the Island. Mae Moore, Harry's widow, unveiled 
it on Saturday, December 8, 1979 along with 
Reeve Keith Wilson. The bell currently sits on 
the site where the old bell tower once stood 
prior to being torn down in the early 1970’s. The bell T

The Cenotaph

Fire Bell 

The unveiling of the Cenotaph was September 1934. 
There were large numbers of Canadian Corps 
veterans, officials from the village, township and 
county and the brigade officers and a company of the 
45th Regiment. The Cenotaph weighs 10 tons, and is 
made of Lacess Granite, 12 feet high and 3 feet 10 
inches wide. It cost $1,400.35. The cenotaph was 
moved to Market Square in 1957.(Corner of Francis 
St. W. and Market St.) Catherine MacDonald (Cathy 
(Freestone) Bevis’ grandmother) stands in front of the 
cenotaph on the Island.
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On the east side of the island was 
the Stone Mill, which had been 
built in the 1800s as a grist mill 
(used to grind grain into flour). As 
the economics changed over the 
years so did the use of this mill. 
In 1935 the Fenelon Falls 
Garment Co. Ltd. was opened by 
Emanuele and Aino Restivo. They 
had the support of Arthur W. 
Robson, Fred Warren, Charles 
Burgoyne, Harry Kriger, Fred 
Webster, James Daniel, Foster 
Graham and Gratton Graham. 
Mark Fell had the contract for 
renovating, Iner Lee was the 
mechanic and Emanuele Restivo 

designed the clothes. They made men's and boys’ clothing which was sold across Canada. It was in 
operation until the early 1940's. Emanuele Restivo died in 1945. In 1948 Jack Barrett and his partner 
Rev. Gosnell operated it as the Fenelon Botany Spinners. It was a thriving business using all three 
floors and employing about 30 women . The office workers were paid 48 cents an hour while  the 
women working on the floor received  35 cents an hour. Those working on piece  work made 
considerably more money. Great bales of wool were imported from  Australia and New Zealand and 
transported to Fenelon Falls. These were stored on the lowest level and were raised by a hoist through a 
large hole in each floor to the 
third storey. Here the raw wool 
was prepared for the spinning 
which was done on the second 
floor. The workers on the first 
floor put it on reels, then into 
skeins which were sent to 
Lindsay to be dyed. When it 
came back it went onto bobbins 
for the knitting mills.The 
Botany Spinners first supplied 
wool and then      synthetic mixes 
to knitting mills until the 
business discontinued. In 1968 
Rosedale  Furniture took over 
the building. The factory burned 
in April 28th, 1970 and the 
structure was so badly damaged 
it had to be demolished. Thus 
another mill  succumbed to fire, 
although this landmark lasted 
about 100 years longer than the saw and grist mills which burned in the 1800’s.

The Island - East Side

Chopping & Grist Inc - Oliver Dike c. 1930 
Elizabeth and June Curtis are on the iron bridge c.1947
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A fire broke out on April 28th, 1970 at the 
Rosedale Furniture Company destroying the 
mill, which had been a landmark in Fenelon 
Falls. Local firefighters plus firefighters from 
Lindsay, Little Britain and Bobcaygeon fought 
the fire for several hours.

Fenelon Botany Spinners Ltd.

Rosedale Furniture Fire 1970  
(Formerly Fenelon Botany Spinners) 
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The fire hall was right beside the stone mill. It was a 
two storey building; meetings were held on the second 
floor while the fire truck, a 1942 International, and a 
water pumper were on the first floor. On the outside of 
the fire hall was a pipe for filling local water trucks for 
fighting fires. Beside the fire hall was a tower, built 
during World War I, around 1916. It was used for 
hanging the fire hoses to dry.  
On the top of the tower was a bell which was rung at 
6:00 a.m., 7:00 a.m., 12 noon and 6 p.m. to alert the 

citizens to the time. Any other time, day or night, it 
rang to alert the volunteer fire department to a fire. For a short time it was also rung in the evening as a 
curfew. Among these 
buildings was the jail which 
had been relocated from the 
Market Square in 1905, 
when tenders were requested 
for a concrete jail on the 
island.  
All these structures were 
torn down during 1971-72. 
The Municipal Building, 
housing the village office 
and staff and the Board of 
Water Light & Power 
Commission, was constructed at Market Street in 1967 - Canada's  centennial year. They had already 
moved from the island before it became  necessary to relocate. The fire hall, which had been damaged 
during the Rosedale Furniture fire in 1970, had also made a move to a new location - a Quonset hut at 
9 John Street. The jail was not replaced. The last to be removed from the island was the Ontario Hydro   
transformer, in 1977.  

1929
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Before the advent of trains and automobiles the 
preferred method of transportation was by boat. The 
falls  was an impediment to the free movement of people 
and freight between Sturgeon Lake & Cameron Lake. 
The only way to solve this problem was to build a canal 

with locks to 
compensate for the 
difference in 
height.  
Plans for the Trent Valley Waterway had been in place for years, 
to join Georgian Bay to Lake Ontario by a system of inland 
waterways, but it wasn't until 1883 that construction  began on 
our canal. In 1886 the canal and locks were completed, but the 
larger steamboats were still unable to pass freely from one lake to 
the other because the timber railway bridge was too low and it 
didn't swing. It wasn’t until 1894 when the Grand Trunk Railway 

erected the present steel bridge with a swing portion (oldest swing bridge on the Trent Severn 
Waterway ), that the steamboats were finally able to travel from one lake to the other. As the land where 
the canal was to be constructed, and in fact most of Fenelon Falls, sits on shale rock with  a thin layer 
of soil over it, the work was very difficult. It was necessary to blast the rock and then have the debris  
removed by hand. Upwards of 75 - 100 men, including teamsters, worked on this project at a wage of 
about $30.00 a month. The last train to go across the bridge was 1981.

Railway Bridges & Train

In days gone by, the 
train would take the 

Fenelon Falls hockey 
team to Haliburton 

when they were 
playing against 

Haliburton hockey 
teams.
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This view of the canal heading toward the locks shows a windmill and a water tower in the 
background. The water tower was first owned by Foster Kelly and later by his son Milburn. It drew 
water from the canal and distributed it along Oak, Francis St. W. & Bond St. W., for gardening and 
lawns. The cost was $10.00 a year to access this service which was turned on in the spring and shut 
off in the fall.

Upper Canal - Cameron Lake

This steam boat on 
Cameron Lake is a log 

driving craft, or alligator, 
called the Beaver. It is 

moored at the end of Bond 
St. W.
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Walter Bown (Lockmaster) giving directions to 
Canadian author Pierre Berton. Mr. Berton and 
his wife were on holidays, travelling by 
houseboat to Big Chute (1961)

Above pictures - The Lock 
Station (located on north side 
of locks) during winter and 

summer seasons. 
In 1961/1962 a new lock 

station was built on the south 
side of the locks. 

In the photo below you can see 
both the old lock station on the 
left and the new lock station on 
right. Construction begins on 

new locks!!

Upper Locks - Before 1962
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In this picture you can see two 
of the three sets of gates 

required to move the boats 
from Cameron Lake into 

Fenelon River into Sturgeon 
Lake.

The large limestone 
blocks which lined the 
sides of the locks were 
quarried in Bobcaygeon 
and transported by water 
to Fenelon Falls. When 
traveling between 
Cameron Lake and 
Sturgeon Lake through 
the Fenelon Falls lock 
there were two locks in 
flight required instead of 
the single lock of today. 
Opening and closing of 
the wooden gates and 
controlling the  water coming into and going out of the locks was all done manually using a mechanical  
mechanism operated by a hand crank.

Second Set of Gates - Before 1962
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Logs boom being moved through locks.

Lower Lock - Before 1962 
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The use of motor launches, house boats and all 
kinds and shapes of pleasure boats has steadily 

increased on the lakes and canals.
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Construction Begins on Lock #34 - 
1962

W. G. Jackett & 
Sons Construction 
Ltd. got the 
contract to dig out 
Lock 34 and make 
it into a single lock. 
Construction on the 
lock was started in 
1962 and 
completed for the 
opening in 1963. 
Lock 34 was built 
to replace the two 
older locks; it is 
142 feet long and 
35 feet wide.  The 
lock has an 8-foot 
steel door at the top 
and 35-foot steel 
door at the bottom. 

McConnell’s Ready Mix Co. Ltd. started their 
business in Omemee, owned and operated by brothers 
Reg and Morgan McConnell. When the Trent Canal 
upgraded their locks McConnell’s won the bid to 
supply concrete for the Fenelon Falls locks and they 
moved their plant onsite.
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Opening of new Lock, July 1963

At one time you 
could launch your 

boat below the locks 
into Fenelon River. 

You can see the road 
along side the 

buildings.

In 1999 there were 4,426 boats through the locks at Lock 34 in Fenelon Falls, a considerable 
difference from 453 in 1908. (c.1950’s)  

2019 and 2020 the boat traffic through Lock 34, Fenelon Falls, stayed about the same - 8,000.

Except from Fenelon Falls Gazette…Opening of the newly reconstructed locks in Fenelon Falls 
drew a large crowd for the official opening in July 1963. ……The new lock replaces two old 
ones, numbers 33 and 34. The lock has a lift of 21 feet and is 142 feet long between gates and 33 
feet wide. It walls have a depth of 35 feet and a maximum width of 15 feet. Approximately 
18,000 cubic yards of limestone had to be removed to make way for the new structure. A total of 
8,700 cubic yards of concrete containing 105 tons of reinforcing steel went into the 
construction…Water in the locks can be raised or lowered in 11 minutes compared to 35 minutes 
for the two old locks.
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A steel swing 
bridge was built 
across the canal in 
1887 when the 
locks were 
completed. It was 
replaced by a newer 
structure in 1931. 
When the bridge 
was swung open to 
allow the larger 
boats to travel 
between the lakes 
there was usually a long backup of vehicles as it took 
between 30 and 35 minutes for a boat to ascend or 
descend through the locks.

    These locks, with their wooden doors and hand operated 
machinery, served the steamboats and the boating public 
well, but by the 1960's they were antiquated and car 
lineups had become horrendous.  There is only one way 

through Fenelon Falls and 
you must cross the canal 
and river bridges to get 
from one side to the other. 
Over the years 
discussions have gone on 
about a by-pass but it 
never happened. As of 
2020 they are still 
discussing this issue. 
Even today, although 
there is no swing bridge 
now, during the summer 
months the traffic is 
always lined up, 
especially on long 
weekends. This, of course 

is due to the increase of cars and the stop lights at Colborne  
Street & Francis St. E. & W. and at Lindsay St. & Helen St.

Swing bridge is opened to allow a 
steamboat to pass from Cameron Lake 

into Sturgeon Lake (c. 1898) 

First swing bridge over locks built in 1887.

Bridges Over the Locks

Second swing bridge built in 1931. 
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Swing Bridge 

Above left, you can see the lineup of boats to go through the locks down into Fenelon 
River. Above right, traffic is waiting while the bridge is swung to let boats go through 
the locks. The photo directly above shows the swing bridge opening, and was taken 

by Claude Bellwood, who had an apartment above the Canadian Tire store on 
Colborne St. Claude had a great view from there and took many photos .
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A wooden bridge with 
wooden piers had been in 
place over the falls well 
before 1854. In 1882 a steel 
truss bridge, 305 feet long 
and 16 feet wide with a 4-
foot  walkway, was built. In 
1950 a concrete bridge was 
built across the falls, 
replacing  the steel truss 
bridge.

Bridge Over the Falls

Bridge Under Construction c.1950’s
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When all the buildings were demolished on the west 
side of the island, shortly after 1961, it became a park 
owned by the Trent Severn Waterways. New locks 
(Lock 34) and a two-storey lock station were built. The 
land surrounding the building is used for docking boats 
and for picnics, walks and watching the boats go 
through the locks. In 1963 a new lock was opened, 
replacing  the previous two. It was built slightly  
upstream from the old locks and was of such a depth 
that it was no longer necessary to have a swing bridge. 
It was replaced with a new bridge which is 60 feet long 
and 42 feet wide. The new lock opens and closes by an 
electric push button mechanism from the new two-
storey lock station where the lock master has a view of 
the entire lock.

Lockmaster Walter Bown at the controls 
of the newly automated Lock Station. 

Beside him is Jack Stewart.

Lockmaster Home

Lock Station

A one-and-a-half-storey house for the lock master was built 
in 1908/1909. It was of the same design used by the 
government for all  lock masters’ houses before World War I. 
W. T. Junkin was the first lock master to live in the house. 
Jack Barber live here at one time. Raine Burke and family 
lived in it from 1939 - 1958. Walter Bown (Lockmaster 
1958-1967) and his family lived there from 1958 -1963 and 
then moved to 3 May St. where Murphy’s Lockside Pub & 
Patio is now. The lock masters house was sold to Basil and 
Marlyn McGee for $3,000 plus cost of house mover in 1963. 
They had it moved by Pollard House Movers to John St. An 
interesting fact about the move - all the bricks were taken off 
the house to move it.
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Before the locks were deepened

Picture below - After the locks were deepened in 1962/1963.  Notice how the 
limestone blocks were kept in the lower part of locks going out to Sturgeon Lake.
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In 1947 Jim Curtis purchased a 36-foot Harbourcraft boat 
with a 12-foot beam and named it after his daughter - 
“Jean Elizabeth.” He had it converted into an excursion 
boat for taking people on cruises.The boat held 38 - 40 
people and he charged up to $1.50 a ride, depending on 
the trip. Three days a week he ran a day-long round trip to 
Chemung Lake, starting at 8 a.m. and arriving back in 
Fenelon Falls at 6 p.m. Three days a week he ran a short 
excursion trip to Thurstonia Park and back. It was a 
popular trip. During that time Jim Curtis was operating 
Curtis Inn, with the help of his wife, Mary, and managing 
Curtis Cabins. He hired a captain to run the boat. Blair 

Hanthorne was one of the captains for a couple of years, and Curtis’ daughters - Jean Elizabeth and 
Edith June, would serve as deck hands. Jean (Curtis) McIntyre, remembers that her dad insisted that 
she needed to be able to swim before she could work on the 
excursion boat. She took swimming lessons, and before her 
dad would let her start working, he took her to a spot in 
front of the cabins and had her swim there because he knew 
she could not touch bottom. Jean started work shortly after. 
Jim would do fishing charters and  moonlight cruises where 
he would play his guitar. In the evening he’d run the boat 
himself. The hour-long cruises were a nice break from the 
kitchen of the restaurant , where he was the short-order cook. The excursion boat was sold to Frank 
Somerville, son-in-law of Foster Hewitt, the famous radio broadcaster for Hockey Night in Canada 
for 40 years - “He Shoots He Scores.”

Jim Curtis’ Excursion Boat - “Jean Elizabeth”

The original Jean Elizabeth caught 
fire on its way to be put into winter 
storage. This happened when Jim 
was driving it over to Bobcaygeon. It 
was replaced with a smaller boat.

The schedule on the left for trips on the Jean 
Elizabeth was one in use before 1952. The 
above is one that Jim Curtis would use to 

advertise unscheduled trips.
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Excursion boats have made a comeback. In 1989 a 60-passenger excursion boat - "Caravelle II" - 
operated by Randy Hinton from Bobcaygeon, had daily excursion between Fenelon Falls and 
Bobcaygeon during the summer months. Randy bought a larger boat, the Kawartha Spirit, which 
held 200 passengers. Beside excursions you could charter the boat for special functions and 
occasions. In 2014 Randy took the Kawartha Spirit to Stoney Lake and started cruising there. In 
2016 the Kawartha Spirit went to Halifax to continue cruises on the Atlantic Ocean.

The Kawartha Voyager is a 45-
passenger boat which travels on 

scenic lakes and through 
heritage canals and locks, 
including a trip to Ottawa, 
which takes it through the 

Rideau Canal system. 
Passengers can book their 5-day 
trips to different locations, from 

mid-May until mid-October.
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Cameron Lake Foundry

William Lithgow Robson (1848 - 1927), according to the 1904 Souvenir, arrived in Fenelon Falls “40 
years ago”. He set up shop selling groceries around 1873. William L.’s shop was among nine others 
destroyed by fire in March 1876 [CP 31 March 1876; 2], but he was back up business the following 
month [CP 21 April 1876; 3]. It appears that William entered into a partnership with his brother,  
Thomas, as the firm was hereafter known as Robson & Robson. The grocery store burned again in 
March of 1877 [CP 16 March 1877; 3]. 
Some sources suggest that the brothers were doing foundry work as well as dealing in groceries, so it 
was not a surprise that, after two fires within a year, in June a decision was made to abandon groceries 
and purchase the Cameron Lake Foundry from William Hamilton [CP 15 June 1877; 3]. As its name 
states, the foundry was located “on  Cameron [west] of the Anglican parsonage [CP 22 May 1874;1]. 
By 1879 the business was well established and producing a “large number of really excellent 
machines”. The partnership of Robson & Robson was dissolved on February 24th, 1882, when William 
sold his shares of the business to Robert Cecil Allan [FFG 4 March 1882, 2]; the firm was afterward 
known as Robson & Allen. 

Above information was from - Directory of 19th Century Businesses in Fenelon Falls / by Randall 
Speller - pages 282/283
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In 1882 the Napanee Paper Mill decided to build a pulp mill in Fenelon Falls. At that time 
basswood was used for pulp and it was plentiful near the village. William Burgoyne and his family  
relocated to Fenelon Falls when he was appointed superintendent of the mill. The mill was built on 
what is now Garnet Graham Lakeside Park. The pulp mill operated day and night, employing 150 
men, many of whom lived in Fenelon Falls and surrounding area. By 1903 alternative methods of 
making paper had rendered the Fenelon Falls mill impractical so it was sold to the Standard 
Chemical Company of Toronto. They had an extensive operation and manufactured wood alcohol, 
sulphate of lime and charcoal. It brought prosperity to Fenelon Falls until it burned in 1911 leaving 
its 110 foot chimney as a landmark for many years to come (See Map).

This picture shows the positions of all the buildings of the Standard Chemical Co. Chemical Works. It burnt in 1911. 
During the 1940’s and 50’s, the Akister family - Howard and his  wife Hazel and their three children Ona, Phyllis 
and Helen - lived in one of the  stone buildings which survived the fire and was then converted into a house.

Beach Area
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The 110-foot chimney, with a steel cap on the top 
weighing over a ton, was a remnant of the Standard  
Chemical Works. It remained standing until 1957 
when the village council decided to demolish it. The 
bricks in the top 30 feet were becoming loose and 
were a hazard to passersby. Lou York, Fred Raby and 
Henry Purdy took it down. There was a steel ladder 
inside, fastened to the wall, so they were able to 
climb up. It took them a week to take the chimney 
down because even though the chimney walls were 
not very thick at the top, each wall was five bricks 
thick closer to the ground.  When they finished there 
were stacks of bricks all around the perimeter. 
Imagine how long it would have taken to build this 
chimney, and only a week to take it down.

The picture of the chimney would have been taken in 
the 1940’s. In the background you can see houses on 

Bond St. W. near the lake. When looking at this 
picture and seeing the man standing at the base of 

the chimney, you can put into perspective how large 
this chimney actually was.

Napanee Paper Mill / Standard Chemical Co.
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This Pretty Town 

You’re Coming To 

Is 

Fenelon Falls 

It Welcomes You 

This verse was on a sign which greeted travellers entering Fenelon Falls 
 from the south in the mid-20th century. 

The sign may be long gone, but the sentiment still remains.
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Village Streets

McArthur Block, Northey Block, Pogue Block and Cunningham/Fraser Block will be referred to 
several times throughout this next chapter. These are not city blocks, but blocks of buildings. They 
were referred to by these names because of the people who first owned them. The names have been 
carried on down through time. As the years went by these buildings have been broken up into smaller 
units but they are still mentioned as a block. In the Village there are 53 streets and the following is an 
explanation of how the streets were named. Royalty has played a major role in the naming of streets, 
starting with Queen Street after Queen Victoria; Albert Street was named after Queen Victoria's 
husband, Prince Albert; Princes' Street East and West are named after Queen Victoria's sons the 
Princes; and King Street was named after King Edward VII - King of England in the early 1900's. Sir 
Francis Bond Head who was the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada (Ontario) in 1836 has all three 
of his names used in the streets of Fenelon Falls. Church Street got its name from the fact that St. 
James Anglican Church was located up on the hill in the 1800's. Clifton Street was named after the 
Clifton House Hotel which was located on the property that is now Cliffside Villa, located at 40 Francis 
St. E. Sir John Colborne, who was the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada (Ontario) in 1828, has 
two streets in Fenelon Falls named after him - Colborne St. and John St. Elgin St. received its name 
from the Earl of Elgin who was the Governor of Upper and Lower Canada (Ontario and Quebec) in 
1847. Some of the names in the Village were derived from people who were very prominent. Green 
Street  was named after one of the gentlemen who owned the Green and Ellis saw mills and Jordan 
Street was named after William Jordan Sr., a large landowner in Fenelon Falls and member of the first 
council  of the Village. The Knox family who owned property in the area of Knox Crescent had that 
street named after them. Lindsay St.  received its name from the mere fact that as you cross over the 
bridge from Colborne St. and are heading south, you are going toward Lindsay. James Wallis' wife's 
name was Louisa which gave us Louisa St. Market Street was given its name because of its location at 
the Market Square. Harry Moore, a former Reeve of Fenelon Falls, had Moore Crescent named after 
him.
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Kawartha Lakes Rd. 121 (County Rd 121)

474 Kawartha Lakes Rd 121 
 Fenelon Animal Clinic 

Drs. William and Pat Schroeder 
moved the Fenelon Animal 
Clinic from the Village of 
Fenelon Falls to its present 
location in 1972. The Schroeder 
sold to Dr. Kerstin Kelly in 
1995, and in 2015 the clinic was 
again sold. Dr. Cory & Dr. 
Nadya Farrell purchased Fenelon 
Animal Clinic. Dr. Sarah 
Hannah and Dr. Kathleen Taylor 
work at the clinic as of 2020.

548 Kawartha Lakes Rd. 121 
 Fenelon Storage 

In 1997 Harmon "Pug" Allen moved 
the Biggest Little Rental business 
from Industrial Park Drive to 548 Cty. 
Rd. 121. Later Pug added storage 
units to the rental business. In 
October, 1999 his brother Cy Allen 
bought the Biggest Little Rental 
business, but Pug still owned the 
Biggest Little Self Storage. In 2008 
Doug Donaldson and Michelle 
(Missy) Hunt bought the Rental 
Business and had it until 2015. In 
2018 a company bought several of the 
Self Storage places in the area and the Biggest Little Storage was one of them. It is now called 
Fenelon Storage.
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Roger Bellwood 
built Memory Lane 
Motors in 1986. 
Roger started 
specializing in 
vintage cars and 
later it became a full 
service auto garage 
and body shop. 
Roger died in 2009. 
In 2020 Kawartha 
Kars, Lakeland Detailing and Memory Lane Motors all operate from this 
location.

562 Kawartha Lakes Rd. 121  
Memory Lane Motors 

Roger Bellwood

551 Kawartha Lakes Rd 121

Chalmers Boat Repair
Chalmers boat building and repair has been in the family 
for three generations (since 1960). They build, restore and 
repair wood and fibreglass watercraft of all sizes. Paul 
learned the boating building trade from his dad in 1968. 
His son, Bill, started out helping his dad and now is doing 
fibreglass and gelcoat repairs under his own business 
name wcmarine. Paul loves to build, repair and restore 
cedar canoes. His favourite canoe is the UltraLight Cedar/
Fibreglass Canoe, which he designed and built. It weighs 
40 lbs., compared to 70 lb. conventional. In 2020, when 
Paul is not working in the shop, he is semi-retired to his 
and Margaret’s home in Haliburton, canoeing the many 
lakes in the area.

570 Cty. Rd. 121  

Muskoka Automotive Parts 
Muskoka Automotive Parts (M.A.P) was built on 
property originally owned by Bill Graham, who 
operated a trucking business and who was also a 
dealer for Cockshutt Farm Equipment. Roger 
Bellwood acquired this property and tore down 
some of the old buildings in order to build a 
restaurant in the late 80’s. He rented it to Charles 
Thrasher - “U.J’s” (Uncle John) and Ross and 
Shirley Wilson - “The Restaurant” until he sold 
it to Muskoka Auto Parts (MAP). In 2020 the 
manager of M.A.P. is John Western. 

Paul & Bill 
Chalmers
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The south, or "American Side" 
of the falls as it was known in 
the past, has traditionally been 
given over to industry - 
beginning with the first mill 
and continuing until the 
Industrial Park on Industrial 
Park Drive was set aside by the 
village and the first lots sold in 
1988.  
There have been saw mills, 
shingle mills and even a huge 
factory - Sandford Furniture & 
Woodenware Co. Ltd. on 
Lindsay Street. It was located 
south of the railroad tracks and was built in 1903. It was a three-storey building - 60 x 150 feet 
sheeted with a metallic substance. There was also a two-storey dry kiln, an engine house and other 
buildings. They made chairs, washing machines, screen  doors and step-ladders. This elaborate factory 
burned down completely in 1906 and was never rebuilt. Although this was the most ambitious project 
there were also smaller enterprises such as Alf Tiers Planing Mill and the cluster of storage sheds 
along the south side of the railroad tracks near the station. These sheds were used for storing grain 
prior to it being shipped to Toronto. They belonged to J. H. Brandon and Albert McIntosh at the turn 
of the century.

The Sandford Furniture & Woodenware Co. Ltd. was built in 1903 and burnt down in 
1906. From the Souvenir of Fenelon Falls - The Fenelon Falls Star - R. J. Moore 

Lindsay Street
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While the saw mills and their accompanying outbuildings and lumber piles occupied the land east 
of Lindsay St. and south of the river very few houses were built in this area. However the west 
side was different. Except for the planing mill on the river above the falls there was little or no 
industry on the west side of Lindsay St. so more houses were built on these streets. Some of the 
houses are still standing and are quite old. In 1910 there were less than 50 homes in the area 
bounded by the river on the north, and the railroad track to the south, however this changed after 
WWI. The gasoline engine had become popular and farm tractors and even automobiles appeared 
on the village streets. Garages and gas pumps began replacing carriage works, blacksmith shops 
and harness stores - time moved on and economic changes followed.



53

Originally located downtown at 30 Colborne St., Brandon Home Hardware was purchased from Fred 
Brandon by his son-in-law, Fred Elder, and longtime employee Roger McInnis and relocated to a 
brand-new building “across town” in 1989. After a few years, Fred sold his interest in the business 
outright to Roger and his wife, Ruthann. Currently (2020) the business is owned by David and Nancy 
Jackett.

 The large new Canadian Tire Store on the outskirts of Fenelon Falls had its grand opening 
November 26, 27 & 28, 1991 - the business had outgrown it previous downtown location at 7 Colborne 
St. Longtime employee Betty Hurd was given the honour locking up the old store for the last time, and 
being the first person to open the doors of the new store to welcome its first customers.

160 Lindsay St.

140 Lindsay St.
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157 Lindsay St.  
Motel 121 & Ultramar Gas Station 

Fenelon Falls’ first motel was built in 1948 by Jerry Burke, who operated 
it as Jerry's Motel. Phyllis Bennett owned the motel after Jerry. In 1953 
the motel changed hands and the name was changed to the Sundial Motel 
& Restaurant. Gunter and Metha Kulz and their family bought it in 1989. 
When Gunter and Metha sold the Sundial Motel the new owners put in an 
Ultramar gas station and renovated all the motel rooms,  changing the 
motel name to Road 121 Motel.

125 Lindsay St.  

The Beer Store

The Beer Store, located at 125 
Lindsay St., opened in 1983. In 2000 
it was managed by Bob Ardron. The 
manager in 2020 is Krista Fleming 
and acting manager is Kim Acton.

Jerry’s Motel

Armstrong Motors celebrates 15 years selling 
Ford cars. The boys carrying the banner are: 

(L-R) Milt Duncan, Hunter Smith, Jim 
Armstrong & Barry Townsend. Picture was 

taken in front of Jerry's Motel.
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In the late 1940's Norman Drinkwalter and Morley Elliot 
built a restaurant on the site which now is Alliance Agri 
Turf. It was called Norm's Lunch. As well they sold 
groceries, gas and had cabins for rent. In 1968 Henry and 
Gertrud Sternberg bought Norm’s Lunch and carried on 
the business until 1973.  
In 1972 the Sternbergs built a new restaurant where the 
old Lindsay generating station was, at 9 Lindsay St. They 
built on top of the old foundation. It opened in 1973 and 
was called The Fallsview Restaurant.

 Around 1985 the Co-Op (United 
Co- Operatives of Ontario) moved to 
117 Lindsay St. location (originally 
Norm’s Lunch) . Shortly after it 
became known as K.C.C.I. (Kawartha 
Consumers Co-Operatives 
Incorporated). Both these businesses 
were member owned. In 1997, Agrico 
bought them out. The name of the Co-
Op has changed many times over the 
years. In 2020 it is called Alliance 
Agri Turf.

Norm’s Lunch

117 Lindsay St.

Alliance Agri Turf

The Hamburg Bar was built by 
Henry and Gertrud Sternberg in 
1969. It was located just beside 

where the Beer Store is now. 
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Hugh Dixon opened this car 
wash in the early 1970's and in 
1976 he sold it to Wilfred Craig. 
Wilfred only kept it for 3 years. 
Mr. George McNeilly owned it 
for several years.

After WWII Mac Armstrong had a City Service 
Station and garage on the property which is now 
Hasty Mart. Sandy Armstrong joined Mac's 
business and sold Ford Cars. Mac's son, Jim, 
went to work here as soon as he was able. The 
City Service gas became B.P. in the 1960's. Mac 
went into fuel oil which was stored behind the 
service  station where Craig Printing was located. 
Jim Armstrong ran the garage from 1965 until he 
bought Aub Lyon's Garage across the street in 

1974. In 1984 Joe Kerr Sr. opened Annandale Dodge Chrysler Used Cars Sales & Service. In 
1985 Joe Kerr Jr. took over the business and opened Fenelon Transmission. After he relocated 
to Murray St. in 1988, Westside Jug City  renovated and opened its variety store in 1990.      It is 
now called Hasty Mart.

The building currently occupied by 
Godfathers Pizza began as a Snowmobile 
Sales and Service store by Fred Newman in 
1969. This was an empty lot when Fred built 
this building. He and his wife, Fran, originally 
sold Snow Prince snowmobiles, then changed 

to Arctic Cat snowmobiles. Two years before 
they moved here they were  located on Colborne St. Bill Gusterson and his wife Jean bought the 
building in 1977 and established  the Fenelon Fish & Chips. In 1985 Bill and Jean moved to Union 
Creek, and their daughter Debbie Churchill carried on with Fenelon Fish & Chips until 1994. Art 
and Jane Houldsworth then opened the Captain's Table, a seafood restaurant. TheGodfathers Pizza 
opened its doors in this location in the fall of 2004. At that time it was managed by Deb Blackmore. 
In the past Godfathers Pizza has been awarded top store for customer service, supplied pizza to both 
FFSS and Langton Public Schools,  and sponsored youth hockey teams. Presently the store is 
managed by Jenn Ardron.

Fenelon Falls Car Wash

Hasty Mart 109 Lindsay St.

116 Lindsay St. 
 Godfathers Pizza
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The Seniors Citizens Club of Fenelon Falls 
building was originally  a grain elevator owned by 
H. A. McIntosh in 1898. As time went on it 
became a chopping mill used by farmers, as well 
as by the villagers, who needed chop for their 
hens and cows. Before the  Rotary Club leased the 
land and bought the building from the C.N.R. 
(Canadian National Railway) in 1971, it had been 
empty for a few years. The Rotary Club was not 
allowed to own property and this prompted them 
to donate the building to the Seniors Citizens 
Club of Fenelon Falls in 1975. In 1992 extensive 
renovations were made to this clubhouse. The 
first president of the Senior Citizens Club of 
Fenelon Falls was Edith Deane. In 2000 the 
executive was Joan Hann - President, Murray 
Hetherington - Past President, Bob Mason - 1st 
Vice President,  Goldie Mellor - 2nd Vice 
President, Marlene Laurence - Secretary, Pat Folk 
- Treasurer. 

Seniors Citizens Club of Fenelon Falls
Co-Op

Drawing by Beulah Robson, 1969 

105 Lindsay St.

When the Co-Op started around 1920 it was 
located south of the railway track and east of the 
train station. Originally  (before 1898) this 
building had been used as a grain warehouse by 
J. H. Brandon. By 1938 it had become a feed 
warehouse and chopping mill with a yard beside 
it for penning cattle prior to them being shipped 
to Toronto. The Co-Op began as a slaughter 
house and a cold storage unit. At that time very 
few people had freezers, so the Co-Op rented 
out freezer boxes, each about 3' x 3' x 2', for a 
nominal fee. Eventually they sold gas and feed 

for farmers and their animals. The Fenelon Area 
Independent Living building is located on this 
site now and the Co-Op moved to 117 Lindsay 
St. location around 1985. 

On February 14, 2007, the Seniors Citizens Club of Fenelon Falls 
building burnt down. The land where it was situated was leased from the 

Fenelon Area Independent Living Association and the lease was up in 
2011. The Seniors Citizens Club of Fenelon Falls decided to build a 
brand new club at 58 Murray St. On the property where the Seniors 

Citizens Club of Fenelon Falls was located, apartments have been built 
by Fenelon Area Independent Living apartments.

Photo by-  
Trevor Little  

Kawartha Lakes 
This Week



58

103 Lindsay St. 
 Fenelon Falls Train Station 

It was a great day for 
Fenelon Falls when the first 
train reached the village in 
1876. It provided a viable 
option for the movement of 
freight and passengers. The 

picture above shows 
passengers waiting to board 
the train as it came into the 
Fenelon Falls Train Station.  

(c.1910's)

In the above picture, if you look toward the back  you can 
see a train coming into the train station.The first railway 
station, built in 1876, was partially burned in 1880 but was 
repaired. In 1885 when the Grand Trunk Railway  absorbed 
the Victoria Railway they built the present station. It was 
built in the regular railway design and painted the usual  
railroad red. There was a waiting room and the operators 
window  and office with a baggage area behind the office. As 
well there was a separate storage shed.  Thomas Lockhart 
was the first station agent. When the railway ceased 
operation and the tracks we're taken up in 1983, the Village 
bought the station and restored it.
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Although many villagers wanted the train 
station at the end of Francis St. W., it was 
built in this location (103 Lindsay St.). in 
1876. The train would bring people and 
cargo from the city and travel up to 
Haliburton on a regular basis. Over the years 
train travel became less popular and 
eventually the train stopped coming to 
Fenelon Falls. The tracks were taken up 
around 1983. The Fenelon Falls Chamber of 
Commerce operated at this location until 
1999 when it relocated to Oak St. In 2005 
the Fenelon Station Gallery - a local artist 
and artisans co-op - opened its doors.

This insurance map of 1938 shows 
the location of the Train Station,, 
Chopping Mill & Feed Wholesale 

Chopping buildings
TELEGRAM DELIVERY IN RURAL AREAS 

1. Telephone - If addressee is not listed in directory, check 
address (sometimes listing is under another name at that 
address), Local or nearby Post Offices, Telephone Office, 
General Store, prominent citizens, voter’s lists can all be 
valuable sources of information. 

2. Special Delivery - When enquiries indicate addressee is 
located considerable distance from office, send a service 
message stating a copy has been mailed, amount of delivery 
charges and that, unless otherwise advised, no further action 
would be taken. 

3. Urgent or Extremely Important Message - If in your 
opinion the message requires immediate handling and 
delivery charges are not unreasonable, arrange delivery by 
special messenger and collect the charges from the 
addressee. If charges are refused report full particulars to this 
office. 

4. Mailing - If information as to addressee’s location is not 
available, a copy of the telegram should be mailed at the 
Post Office. (Do not mail in boxes on station platform). 
Request Post Office to handle promptly. Send a service 
message at once to the office of origin advising copy mailed 
and request delivery instructions. 

H. C Milne, Superintendent 
Toronto, Ontario 

EVERY REASONABLE EFFORT TO EFFECT PROMPT 
DELIVERY SHOULD BE MADE.

This instruction sheet for 
delivering Telegrams in 
the rural area still hangs 
on the original door to 

shelves in the old 
Railway Station, now 

called  
Fenelon Station Gallery
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Fenelon Station Gallery

The Railway Station sat 
empty for a number of 
years. Councillor, Carl 
Quaranto was a key player 
in getting the Station 
Gallery located at the old 
train station.  
On May 5, 2005 the 
Fenelon Station Gallery 
held their grand opening 
with many guests admiring 
the works of art. The 
Gallery is run as a co-

operative. Fifteen local artists display 
their work and volunteer their time to 
look after the gallery from May 
through October. Visitors to the Gallery 
can step into a part of our history when 
entering the old train station and see 
original doors, walls, cupboards, 
windows & some shelving. The artist 
there to greet you will show you 
around and answer any questions you 
may have including information on the 
village.

Pictured above is the executive for the Gallery - Morris 
Young, Maud Skoog and Janet Tysiak. They are all local 
artists or artisans helping keep the gallery opened along 

with many other co-operative members

Marilyn Britt, above, is one of the co-
operative artists who will show you around 

and answer any of your questions.
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McNamara Sales & Service 

102 Lindsay St.

The building which is currently 
Signature Restaurant has not only 
changed owners, but it has 
changed the service it offers. In 
1963 Hugh McNamara, from 
Kinmount, purchased the land 
from the Legion and built 
McNamara Sales & Service. He 
sold home  appliances and did 
plumbing, heating and air 
conditioning sales and service. In 
1970 he sold to Ray Harding who 

was an employee at the time. The business continued until 
Peter Ostrowercha converted  it into the Yum Yum Burger 
House. Brian and Barb Barrett bought it in 1977 and carried 
on the burger business but they split the building and began 
selling Propane Gas and gas products. When the Barretts 
moved Kawartha Propane to 89 West Street in 1986, Graham 
and Ann Wardley, along with their son John, opened Pirates 
Pizza. To quote Ann Wardley "we were too successful" so 
they sold to Tops Pizza in 1988. Tops Pizza was happy to buy 
it as it had such a good  reputation. Next came Coffee Way in 

1990. I t  w a s  Fenelon Falls' first donut shop opened 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.  Currently it is Signature 
Restaurant.

Graham & Ann Wardley - 1986
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94 Lindsay St.  
Fenelon Lanes 

Peter Megremis purchased Coffee 
Way in 1990. Jackie and Joven Ladga 
and Shawn and Susan Suggitt worked 
for Peter for many years. In 2015, 
Jackie Ladga became owner, changing 
the name of the business to Signature 
Restaurant. With the help of her 
husband Joven and long time 
employees Shawn and Susan Suggitt, 
the restaurant is well known for its 
great food and fast service. Peter 
Megremis is still in the kitchen 
cooking with Joven and Shawn. 

Signature Restaurant

Fenelon Lanes opened in the early 1960’s. It 
was planned and built by Ernie Smith and 
Burke Gale. There were 8 lanes and 6 leagues 
as well as Youth bowling leagues on Saturday. 
The lanes were owned and operated by Danny 
and Bernice Zigomanis  of Lindsay. 

Late on the night of Wednesday, March 21st, 
2007, fire broke out at Fenelon Lanes. Kathy 
and Doug Tasker, who lived on Moore 
Crescent (just behind the bowling alley), 
hears what they thought was a snowplow 
going by. From their window they could see 
smoke billowing from the back of the 
bowling alley and Kathy immediately called 
911. Three fire halls responded to the blaze - 
Fenelon Falls, Cameron and Baddow. The 
building was destroyed.

Photo by Jason Bain / The Daily Post

In the mid 1970’s Marlene Jenkins 
bowled a 702 triple to win the YBC 
Zone Championship. Pictured above 
is Cy Barton, proprietor of the 
Fenelon Lanes, Marlene Jenkins and 
Bryon Cunday, YBC coach

102 Lindsay St.
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Fenelon Falls' first mini mall 
(Miller Plaza) was built in 1980 
by two investors. It was built on 
the location of Oren and Ruby 

Millers's home, hence the name - 
Miller Plaza. 

Opening of Miller Plaza 1980 

(L-R) Thelma Jukes, Susanne Bracey, 
Richard Jukes, Mrs. Oren (Ruby) Miller & 

Reeve Keith Wilson are pictured at the 
ribbon cutting ceremony of Miller Plaza.

 Stop 4 Variety was operated in turn by Stan Cooper, Bob and Val Allison, Les Jackson, 
Chris Jackson and in 2000, Larry and Terry Stewart. In 2020 Pepito’s Convenience is at this spot. 

 Dee Jay Flowers was the original occupant of the centre unit, and was owned by Thelma 
and Richard Jukes. Next it became The Beacon Restaurant, owned by Val and Bob Allison. Nick 
and Sophia Stolakis opened Palace Pizza, later sold it to Don Nelson and Laura Richard. Since 
then there have been a number of short-lived ventures in this space.   

  Prior to Lu-Lu’s Record & Video was Dr. R. J. Crouch's dental office. In 1987 Lulu's 
Records and Videos was owned by Bob and Val Allison and then by Alan Howe and later Peter 
Sanderson.  In 2020 Crusty’s Pizza is in this end unit of the mall.

73 Lindsay St.  

Miller Plaza 
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As Fenelon Falls started to grow in the mid-1800’s, and with more and more families moving to the 
area, it became apparent that the Village needed a school. A log school was built about 1855, 
beginning the first formal education in Fenelon Falls. Prior to this, classes were held by the Anglican 
Church minister in his home.  
In 1869 the Village had grown and parents wanted better premises for their children's education. A 

two-storey brick building was erected at the north end of Colborne St. on the west side. In 1876 it was 
necessary to add a two room extension; because of the timber 
industry, the population of Fenelon Falls had grown in leaps 
and bounds, to the point where there were about 2,000 
people. The school became  overcrowded and another school 
was built in 1885-1886 on the south side of the bridge on 
Green St. The walls were constructed of limestone from the 
canal which was being built at the same time.  
Today this building is the Masonic Spry Lodge #406 and it is 
one of three stone buildings remaining in the Village (the 
other two are the RWH Construction and Fenelon Falls 
Brewing Co.).     
The schools became known as the North Ward Public School 
and the South Ward Public School. These schools only went 
as high as Grade 8 or Senior 4th Class as it was then known. 
If you wanted to further your education you had to travel to 
Lindsay. In 1898 the South Ward Public School became a 

Continuation School, and offered grades 9 and 10 (Lower School).  
As the years went along the timber industry moved further north to where the trees were plentiful and 
the population decreased (at one point the population was as low as 850). It was possible then to teach 
all the public school students in one school.  
By 1912 the South Ward School became the Fenelon Falls Continuation School and the North Ward 
became Fenelon Falls Public School. The Continuation School's enrolment numbers continued to 
grow, drawing students from the 
surrounding area as well as Fenelon 
Falls.  
An addition was added in 1924 to 
this school, but it was only a matter 
of time before a new school was 
necessary. In 1932-33 a new two 
storey brick Continuation School 
was built for grades 9 - 13 at a cost 
of $35,000. This school was built 
on the same property, but facing 
Lindsay St. It was a state-of-the-art 
school, with four classrooms, a 
laboratory, a common  room for the 
teachers, cloak rooms, a boiler room 
and principal's office.  

Fenelon Falls Secondary School

66 Lindsay St.

Fenelon Falls Continuation School 1939

South Ward Public School
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Fenelon Falls High School 1954

Fenelon Falls Secondary School has gone through many changes since it was located in what is now 
the Masonic Lodge, located   behind the present-day school. Not only has there been remodelling and 
additions over the years there have also been several name changes. When the new school was built in 
1933 it continued to be called Fenelon Falls  Continuation School, then in 1951 its name became 
Fenelon Falls High School. From 1960 to 1967 the school was called Fenelon Falls District High 
School. Since 1967 it has been known by its present name, Fenelon Falls  Secondary School.

In 1952 the Gymnasium and Shop 
facilities were added and in 1957 a 
Commercial room, two 
laboratories and a Library were 
built. By 1960 there were seven 
class rooms, another Shop room 
and a Home Economics room. The 
school is now using all available 
space after more construction in 
1991-92. 

Fenelon Falls Secondary School

Fenelon Falls District High School
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Fenelon Falls Continuation School

1938 - 1939

Back row (L-R) Don Nevison, Grattan Rutherford, Sam Consky, Peter Trudell, Donald Graham, 
Everett Bulmer, Everett Wicks, Robert Wessell, Bill Shosenberg, Russel Christie, William Allen, Ross 
Stewart, William Menzies, William Graham, Douglas MacKay, John Wallace; Fifth Row (L-R) Guy 
(Joe) Gamsby, Keith Halliday, Donald Warren, Ralph Stewart, Willard Kimble, Ralph Carew, John 
Elliott, Lloyd Moore, Walter Bown, Douglas Smith; Four Row (L-R) Helen Worsley, Joyce Austin, 
Mona Gray, Ross Graham, Clifford Perryman, Hugh Hepburn, Malcolm McNevan, George Garner, 
Grant Carew, Glenn Webster, Harry Griffin, Malcolm Martin, John Burns, Albert Duguid; Third Row 
(L-R) Roma Watson, Jean Metcalfe, Doreen Crawford, ________ Wray, Betty Manning, Ruth 
Parrington, Florence Tiers, Peggy Chalmers, Olive Byrnell, Veronica Halligan, Beatrice Brown, Mary 
Ball, Marjorie McCallum, Kay Wilson, Grace Halligan, Betty Menzies, Gertrude Ball, Eileen Fell, 
Beulah Bulmer; Second Row (L-R) Phyllis Wood, Audrey Suggitt, Orlee Miller, Helen Wallace, 
Doris Ashby, Helen Kriger, Clara Graham, Mr. William Turner (Principal), Miss Grace Fuller, Miss 
Isobel Jordan, Mrs. Ross Culbert, Mary E. McInnes, Orlee Bulmer, ______ Stewart, Eva Kriger, 
Mildred Handley, Jean Brandon; Front Row (L-R) Elizabeth Barker, Helen Fell, Jean Robson, Wilma 
Thornbury, Jean McKendry, Marion Otto, Anna McCallum, Dorothy Thurston, Marion Brohm, Freda 
Bulmer, Fanny Kriger, Doreen Handley. (Names supplied by Freda (Bulmer) Kelly)
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William (Bill) Bain ……. 1983 

For 32 years, from 1946 to 1978, Bill Bain was paid to do what he 
loved most in life - teaching. When Bill first arrived in Fenelon Falls 
the Continuation School consisted of about four teachers and 100 
students, and when he retired the student and teacher population had 
increased almost tenfold. In those first few years, a teacher’s job 
was varied. Although Bill was a specialist in History, students from 
throughout the county learned English Composition and Literature, 
Botany, Zoology and History from him.  
Bill eventually became the school’s head of the English Department. 
Through the school’s growth from a Continuation to a District 
Education Centre, Bill enjoyed the vast opportunities supplied from 
teaching Physical Education indirectly by participating in track and 
field meets to co-operatively producing a play each year. “The 
school was closely knit, then,” Bill says “as you knew the hopes and 
aspirations of each and everyone.  
If you are one of the many villagers who regularly utilize the Rotary 
Ball Park, you can thank Bill Bain. Around 1948-49 Bill attended a 
Fenelon Falls Rotary Club meeting to encourage the club to 
purchase the ball park as a recreational field. Following his speech, 

Bill soon became a member of the Rotary Club and the purchase of the ball park property took place. 
Bill was, and is an active participant in the community. For a number of years he served on both the 
Village’s Board of Water, Light and Power and also the Fenelon Falls Library Board, having served 
with the latter until the County library system developed. A member of the Local Architectural 
Conservation Advisory Committee, since it inception around1978, Bill has been able to amalgamate 
his love for History and English by compiling historical reports on numerous buildings in the 
Village. A member of the congregation for St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Bill has served as an 
Elder since 1956 and still serves on the Board of Management which he once chaired. A former 
Church treasurer he now performs the task of assistant treasurer.  
Fond of music, Bill is a former county organizer of the community concerts held in Lindsay. These 
concerts symbolized his love for education as he enjoyed a wider view of the world which the 
concerts supplied to adults and to those students who chose to become members. Although now 
retired and performing the role of co-chariman of the Village’s Homecoming Committee, Bill is still 
involved in the world of education and history. The antique buff, who terms himself a junk collector, 
has written a 60 page book, complete with pictures, which tell the school’s history from 1898 to 
1978. Presently at the printers, it is hoped this book will be ready for the Village’s Homecoming 
celebration for the first week of July. Bill and his wife Jeanne have four children; Bill, Mary, Anne 
and Kathleen. 

Bill Bain passed away in 1999 and his wife Jeanne passed away in 2017.
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Celebrating High School Graduation in a non traditional way due to COVID-19 (2020)
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2020 - the year you were going to celebrate, commemorate and culminate all you had achieved.  

In the classroom there were more days off than in...for some you were relieved.  

Chat rooms, late at night, words over games or text,  

      Meetings where faces stacked like building blocks wondered what would happen next.   

Rooms became your sanctuary from the outside with rules to abide,  

      No hugging, line ups for toilet paper that you could never find.  

Masked faces and cursing people who seemed out of place  

      Even though last summer that didn’t seem the case.   

19 years have gone since in our swollen bellies you were starting to grow   

We watched horrified as planes flew into buildings and fire fell into the streets below. 

Again there are fires, people taking to the streets,  

Reignited by inaction while trying to be discreet.  

Wanting to fix before we let go of hands we held so tight.   

Now we trust in those hands who can make things right.  

The class of 2020 are not afraid to argue, question or sit 

The very ones who grew between the fires can keep them from being relit.  

You learned from videos on a screen,  

field parties, classrooms, the stage, a locker room on your own or as a team. 

The person you are becoming will bode you well 

As you rise from this moment only time will tell. 

What the children who grew between the fires will show 

As they make their way oh the places you will go. 

 © Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter 2020 

2020 Graduation Speech by Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter
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65 Lindsay Street
Murdy Wood built The "Willows", a 
restaurant and store, on the present day 
site of Leung's Restaurant, during the 
1940's. He and his mother, Maude 
Wood, operated it until 1956. Joan and 
Orie Childs bought it from the  Woods, 
but only kept it for two years.    
Reg and Pearl Kendrick bought it next 
and tore it down to build Kendrick's 
Snack Bar. They sold it to Joe Vere 
who in turn sold it to Jim and Lorraine 
Humphrey in 1969. The Humphreys  
ran the Willows for seven years and 
then Ian and Pat MacDonald bought it.  
In 1981 Tony and Donna Leung 
bought the building and opened 
Leung's Restaurant serving Chinese 
and Canadian Food. In November of 
2019 the Leungs retired and sold the 
building.

Mac’s Bait & Tackle operated here in 1980. 
Jim’s Barber Shop, owned by Jim Herrington, 
opened for business in December 1996. This 
building has had many uses. It has been a 
video store, meat store, craft store and a 
flower and vegetable business. Today Nails 
by Sandra operates here.

65 A Lindsay St.
Nails by Sandra

Picture taken 1956 

Mrs. Leung, working 
on her last day 

before closing the 
doors to the 

restaurant forever.
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49 Lindsay St. once housed Mister Chainsaw, which 
was built and operated by Mel and Laurine Peel in 
1983. In 1993 they sold it to Ron Simmons from 
Burlington. A few years later Simmons sold  the 
business only to Home Hardware. This location was a 
flooring store at one time and today Inspired 2 Dance 
is owned by Hannah Sisson. Hannah teaches dance 
and is an Artistic Director. 

57 Lindsay St.  

Tallulah Salon & Spa

49 Lindsay St 

45 Lindsay St.
Reeds Insurance

Thelma & Richard Jukes started Dee Jay 
Flowers out of their home on the Sturgeon Point 
Road in 1976. In 1980 they moved to the present 
Crusty’s  Pizza location at the mini mall on 
Lindsay St. They built the building pictured 
above around 1984-85  and shortly after Marina 
McLennan bought the building and business. 
Today Tallulah Salon & Spa owned by Kailey 
Fountain operates her business here.

Inspired 2 Dance

Sept. 1996 – Dee Jay Flowers (L-R) Marina 
McLennan, Laura Kennedy, Cynthia & Tarina 

McLennan, Carol Orr  
For “Good Neighbour Day” (held every 
September) Marina McLennan, owner of Dee Jay 
Flowers, had an idea to hand out a dozen roses per 
person. They were to keep one rose and hand out 
the other eleven roses, one at a time to friends, 
neighbours, strangers. People were lined up in 
front of her store before they opened at 8:30, and 
by 11:30 1,000 roses had left the store. 

After settling with her husband and her family 
in Fenelon Falls, Hannah Sisson noticed the 
need for experienced and qualified dance 
instruction. Starting to teach at the Seniors 
Centre, she then opened into her own space on 
44 Colborne St. The studio quickly grew, and 
needing more room she moved across the 
bridge to 49 Lindsay Street where she opened 
her new space with two wonderful studio 
spaces, a large waiting room, parent viewing 
cameras and a Dance-wear Boutique.
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Originally this was a 
house built in the 
1930's. Russell Eyres 
had a Case Tractor 
Dealership in the 
1940's. He also sold 
Supertest Gas. Jack and 
Dorothy Ouelett bought 
it and continued to sell 
Supertest Gas, but they 

added a small variety store on 
the south side.  
Jack Marshall bought it in 1961 
and ran it until he sold it in 
1966. The following year, 1967, 
Jim Marshall (Jack's son) and his 
wife Linda bought it back. For 
many years they operated 
Marshall's Shell Gas Station and 

Arcade. In 1983 Jim and Linda 
opened the Driver & Vehicle 
License Office in the north end 
of the building. The arcade 
closed and the gas pumps were 
removed in 1995. Jim and Linda's son, Jeff and his wife Sharon built the Clean Car operation behind 
"Marshalls" in 1997.  

In 2014 Paul and Lisa Young bought the property and demolished the buildings. 
They built a new brick building 
and opened up LP Outfitters on 
November 28, 2015. LP Outfitters 
was a family run hunting, fishing 
and camping outdoor store. The 
business closed at the end of 
2018.  
In spring of 2019 Kawartha 
Shortbread opened in this location 
for a short while. Due to the 2020 
COVID-19 pandemic in the spring of 2020 they were forced to close.  

Later that same year Brandy and Bryan Watson bought the building, renovated it 
and moved their retail business, “The Barn & Bunkie”, from May St. and Oak St., across the bridge to 
their new location at 41 Lindsay St.

Marshall's Gas Station

Russell Eyres - Case Tractor Dealership 

41 Lindsay St.

Sheldon Young 
1996 -2018
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41 Lindsay St

Brandy Watson’s motto is “Make life beautiful, one 
adventure at a time”, and her dream is to make it possible for 
everyone to tag along. Her adventure started in 2001, in her 
barn – she began filling it with furniture pieces that were 
begging to be restored.  She called it Fenelon Finds, and 
business was good, but she needed more exposure. She soon 
“moved to town”, renting space at Grr8 Finds Markets in 
Fenelon Falls – and business was good, but she needed more 
space.  
In June 2016, she opened her own retail location, the Barn & 
Bunkie, at 7 May Street. The Lake Life theme was evident 
throughout the store – the names of local lakes adorning 
everything from socks and T-shirts to mugs and décor items. 
Soaps, candles, housewares and jewellery soon became 
popular items, and with all these new products to 
complement the original vision, business was good but space 
was limited, and the larger furniture items needed more room 
– so in 2017 Brandy opened a second location around the 
corner at 14 Oak St., and called it The Bunkhouse. 
The Bunkhouse not only allowed for proper display of 
the vintage furniture, it also provided space for classes 
and workshops which had become wildly popular in a 
short space of time. Beyond the walls of her shops, 
Brandy also organizes two Artists & Artisans shows each 
year: the Hello Spring Sale and the Christmastime 
Holiday Sale. The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic brought 
major changes to every aspect of life, including retail 
business. Like every other non-essential business, 
Brandy was required to close the doors. Always up for a 
challenge, Brandy came up with new ways to continue to 
do business. She expanded her online presence, providing pickup and delivery options. She 
developed gift bags for Easter, Mother's Day, Father's Day and other special occasions. She started 

"Monday Night Live", streaming a live Facebook feed which showcases 
new and sale items, and which allows viewers to make purchases in real 
time by posting a comment online. Once stores were allowed to reopen, 
Brandy has continued with the show because of its popularity.The success 
of Barn & Bunkie continues, to the point that, despite a pandemic raging, 
Brandy and husband Bryan decided the time was right to make a major 
move. On October 3, 2020, The Barn & Bunkie opened the doors at its 
new location at 41 Lindsay St., combining elements from both former 
locations. Ably assisted by Karen Suggitt, Melanie (Watson) Ferguson 
and Emily Armstrong, Brandy is still making life beautiful, one adventure 
at a time.

The Barn & Bunkie
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The building where George 
Wilson Motors is today has had 
two uses, first as a hotel and then 
a garage.  
In the 1870's William Routley 
built a hotel here which burned in 
1882. Henry Brooks replaced it 
with a two storey brick building 
which was a popular stopping 
place for train travellers. It was 
renamed the Brooks House and 
was in operation until the 1940’s, 

although at the end it was mainly occupied by weekly boarders.    
In 1904 it could accommodate 10 guests and charged $1.50 per day. Emma (Graham) Windatt's 
mother and four young children had lunch in the Brooks Hotel on their way to Kinmount from 
Chatham by train in 1901. Bert Rettie bought the building during the 1940's and used it as storage and 
service for his trucks and bulldozer. He had a shingle mill and then an all electric saw mill on Eva St. 
where the Tennis Courts are located. While he was renovating the hotel for his purposes he used the 
drive shed behind for the trucks. It burned down, destroying the trucks. Bert Rettie turned the hotel 
into a garage and service station and sold White Rose Gas and Chevrolet cars. Joe Hannan bought the 
garage in 1957 and changed to Esso Gas, but he remained a General Motors dealership. He used the 
second storey to store new cars with a ramp at the back to drive them out. In 1976 George Wilson 
bought the building and business. Following George’s death in 2011, his wife, Marilyn, and son Rob 
continued on with the business, making the move from a Chev-Olds dealership to quality used 
vehicles, while still maintaining the service aspect of the business.

36 Lindsay St.

George Wilson Motors

Before Tim Hortons built on this corner there were 
two houses and an empty lot. The brick house had 
been built by Archie Menzie and was owned by 
George Parrington, then John Swanton and later 
by Dorothy McKendry. Dorothy also bought Cal 
Lansfield's house which was on the corner and the 
vacant lot on the other side of her house. Cal 
Lansfield sold coal and ice from a shed by his 
house. Dorothy sold all this land to the Frederick 
G. Reynolds Group and they in turn sold to Tim 
Hortons which opened June 28, 1996, bringing to 
Fenelon Falls the first drive thru restaurant. The 
owners of this Tim Horton’s location is Chris Bays 
and Raelee Gerrior-Bays. They are great 
supporters of the Fenelon Falls community. Every 
Christmas they host the holiday skate and in the 
spring - camp days “Smile cookies”. They have 
been known to supply free coffee for events 

23 Lindsay St.

Tim Hortons 
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15 Lindsay St.

Mark & Lisa Knoester came to Fenelon Falls 
(2001) as the new owners of IGA on 
Colborne St. Shortly after their arrival, 
construction began for a new Sobeys. It 
was completed in May 2002 and Mark & 
Lisa closed the doors of the old IGA and 
opened the new doors of Sobeys.  
Sobeys has supported many community 
events and participated in numerous 
fundraisers.  
On July 1, 2017, Sobeys added beer and 
wine to their product list, making it easier 
than ever for their customers to do all their 
shopping under one roof.

Pictured is Arlene Colman from the Fenelon 
Falls Legion and Sobeys owner Mark Knoester. 

Mark and his team at Sobeys are always big 
supporters of our community. The windows 

behind them are filled with Support our Troops 
cards from customers in support of the Legion’s 
efforts to provide for Canadian troops, active 

and retired.
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The limestone building was built in 1860 by R. C. Smith as his 
home. It is the oldest building of limestone block construction 
still standing in the village. In 1892 the entire property, 
including the old mill by the river was purchased by the Light, 
Heat & Power Company of Lindsay.  The house became the 
residence for the operator of the generating station; namely Martin Haskell, and later Cliff Vesey.  
Ontario Hydro bought this property and began using it for their offices, works department and 
transformers in the early 1960’s. In 1980 when Ontario Hydro moved to a new location on the Glenarm 
Road the village bought the house and land and moved their Municipal Office and Works Department 
to this site. It was named Heritage House. The Kawartha Region Conservation Authority rented the 
upstairs until 1992 when they relocated to Kenrei Park. In 1993 the Municipal Office once again moved 
back to Market St and the Works Department moved to 15 Industrial Park Drive. The Frederick G. 
Reynolds Group then owned this property. In late 2008 RWH Construction bought the building and 
spent the winter of 2009 renovating to open in the spring.

13 Lindsay St.

BOB HAYTER - Founder (Retired) 
The Man, the Legend! Bob is the founder of the company, and the sole 
reason we are all part of the RWH family today! He started in the home 
construction business 40 years ago, and worked hard to grow the RWH 
empire. Bob’s passion, dedication and energy are what he built this company 
on, and are the key elements that still drive this company forward to success. 
Bob raised his two boys Ryan and Adam with his wife Ann, here in Fenelon 
Falls. He raised them on hard work and to be honourable people. Bob has 
retired from the construction business and has since handed the company 
over into the capable hands of his two sons.

RYAN HAYTER - Co-Owner 
Ryan is Bob's oldest son. He was born with a hammer in his hand!! Ryan 
went to school and graduated from Civil Engineering. Upon graduation he 
worked for a large industrial construction company as a superintendent, 
before joining forces with his dad in 2002. He has since worked closely 
with his dad and brother Adam to strengthen the company and grow the 
RWH brand. Although Ryan's main role at RWH is business operations, 
sales and permitting, it's not a surprise to catch Ryan on site up to his 
ankles in concrete or 20' high on a roof. 

ADAM HAYTER - Co-Owner 
Adam is the youngest of Bob’s sons. So as you can imagine, Adam has been 
involved in the construction industry since day one, in some way or another. 
When he was younger, it was nothing for Adam to be dragged to job sites by 
his dad, with Ryan, to move material, sweep floors or just do general clean up. 
Adam learned at a very young age that hard work is the key to success! Adam 
is our go-to guy for problem solving. Anything in regards to the planning 
stages of a build, or even calling on him to change light bulbs, Adam is our 
guy. He is able to resolve any issue, and if he doesn’t have an answer, he’s 
never afraid to admit it, but gets on finding the answer right away. 

RWH Construction
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Lindsay Generating Station

Falls View Restaurant 1973

9 Lindsay St

The Falls View Restaurant was built on the old foundation of the Lindsay Generating Station. Henry 
and Gertrud Sternberg bought this site and built the restaurant. They opened the Falls View 
Restaurant in 1973 and in 1984 they sold to Manfred and Lucy Becherer. After Manfred died in 
1999 Lucy leased the 
restaurant to Nick and 
Sophia Stolakis. After 
Nick and Sophia retired 
the Falls View opened 
under the name The 
Perch. In November 2019 
Samena and Brian 
Kennedy opened The 
Locker at the Falls 
Restaurant & Pub. The 
Falls View Restaurant is 
where Samena’s love of 
the restaurant business 
began.

The Lindsay Generating   Station began 
producing electricity for Lindsay in 

1900. Martin Haskell was in charge of 
this station from 1900 - 1939. Most of 

the building, except the foundation and 
the fore-bay, was removed  sometime 

before 1971. 
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Excerpts from Kawartha 411   
Samena (Smith) Kennedy 
began bussing tables at the 
Fallsview Restaurant in 
Fenelon Falls at the age of 12. 
It was there she caught the 
food service bug. “We had 
been living here for two years 
and one of my mom’s friends 
was an employee at the 
Fallsview and knew I was 
looking for something to do 
for the summer. She suggested 
coming and bussing tables and 
doing dishes and getting my 
feet wet in this industry.” It 
was at the Fallsview she fell in 
love with the restaurant 
business.“It was a love hate 
with this place. The first 
owner that I ever worked for 
was Manfred Becherer, he has 
since passed. He was a really 
really hard man but deep down 
there was something that was 
really special and really 
passionate about this 
business.” Samena explains. 

“There are some friendships that I made here that have turned out to be lifelong friendships for me 
and I like the idea of being able to come home really and truly and that there’s so much history in 
this building, it just seemed right.”…“I’m excited to be back in the same building and back where 
things originally started for me. I have a personal and emotional attachment to the building and to 
this entire transition it has a lot of sentimental value.”

The Locker at the Falls Restaurant & Pub
9 Lindsay St.

When the Corona Virus pandemic (COVID-19) 
started to close down businesses for safety 
reasons (March 2020) The Locker at the Falls 
had to adapt to stay in business. When the 
government allowed the re-opening of restaurants 
with patios and later permitted indoor seating, 
Samena and her team went to work and adapted 
the restaurant inside and out, to ensure the safety 
of their customers.

Staff - Top row (L-R) Meaghan, Amanda, Alannah, Natasha, 
Carson. Middle row (L-R) Breanna, Brittany, Donna, Tammy, 
Jordan, Tina, Lily. Bottom row (L-R) Kim, Samena (owner), 
Dan, Breanna, Thad, Shawn, Mary. Bottom right (L-R)Tao, 
Jon A, Owen, Matt, Andrew, Jon W, Mike. 
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In the late 1800's or early 1900's 
Alfred Inkpen  established a 
general store  where Texas Burger 
is located (corner of Lindsay St. & 
Helen St.). It served the 
householders on the south side of 
the bridges. Harry McKendry took 
over this business from Alfred 
Inkpen. Harry's father William 
McKendry had retired here from 
the railroad shortly after it reached 
Fenelon Falls. Harry McKendry 
really looked after his regular 
customers. He would go to them in 
the morning to get their grocery  
lists and would fill them, both 
from his store and others stores, 
especially the butcher shop across 
the bridges, and deliver them in 
the late afternoon or evening. His 
niece, Jean McKendry (who later  
opened Jean's Fashions on 
Colborne St.) helped out in the 
store.  
In 1955, Brandt  and Georgia 
Phillips lived here and ran the 
grocery store. Brandt soon went 
into  fuel oil and sold and 
distributed, first with City Service 
and then BA products. Aub Lyon 
bought the building in 1964, tore it 
down and put up a garage. Jim 

Armstrong bought it from him in 
1974 and continued with Gulf Gas 
until it was bought out by Petro 
Canada.  
In 1988 Jim Armstrong sold to 
Peter Bouras, who  tore down the 
building and built Texas Burger.

Texas Burger Restaurant was started by Peter Bouras in 1989 and 
today Stevie Bouras owns the business.

8 Lindsay St.

Construction of Aub Lyon’s new garage in 1964.
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When the Fenelon Falls 
Light Co., owned by the 
McDougall, Brandon & 
Austin firm bought their 1/5 
of the water rights in 1893 
they erected a small 
generating station which 
supplied  power to J. H. 
Brandon's grist mill (old 
stone mill) and to the 
village.  
In the late 1890's they had 
180 subscribers in Fenelon 
Falls at $45.00 a year. This 
would mean that each house 

would have at least one electric light. Many of the stores were among the earliest subscribers.  
In 1903 they decided to get out of the electricity business and sold their rights to the Village of 
Fenelon Falls which formed the Board of Water, Light & Power Commission. A large generating 
station was built and electric  power was produced to supply the village.  
The Commission began with four men in 1903; D. Gould, (Chairman), F. A. McDiarmid, T. J. Carley 
and E. C. Edwards. Before amalgamation in 2001 to the City of Kawartha Lakes it consisted of 
three members - two elected and the current Reeve. Some of the board members over the years were 
J. H. Jackson, Alf Tiers, G. F. Vicars, James Daniel, A. W. (Art) Robson, R. A. Lewis, Carl J. 
Hepburn, Dr. F. M. Graham, J. P. Umphrey, Dr. MacKay, M. W. Robson, Joe Hebel, Lorne Bailey, 
Norm Tyndell, W. G. Jackett, Larry Demarce, Fred Elder, Ben Jowitt, Frank Baldacchin, Ruth Deane, 
Gerald Palmer and Barry Jenkins.

7 Lindsay St. 
Hydro Generating Station
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In 2000 the Board of Water Light & Power Commission consisted of Reeve Roger Bellwood, Fred 
Raby and Mary Baker who were elected as Commissioners. Mary Baker is the second woman to be 
elected, the first being Ruth Deane in 1992.  
The Commission hired its first Secretary on October 27, 1941 - H. J. Townley Sr. Up until then a 
member of the Board acted as Secretary.  When H. J. Townley Sr. retired in 1948, William A. 
Mitchell took over that position until 1970, followed by Lorna Jackett until her retirement in 1987. 
Ruth Ann McInnis was the last Secretary of the Board of Water, Light & Power before 
amalgamation.  
The power plant was struck by lightning in 1971 and subsequently closed. Fenelon Falls had been 
buying extra power from Ontario Hydro since the late 1960's so they continued along this route as 
the costs and repairs were too great for the amount of power supplied. There had been too many 
changes in the amount of electricity the average household used since the single light bulb in 1900.  
Employees of the old power plant included Martin Haskell, Archie Menzie, Des Kelly, Clarke 
Truax, George Junkin, William Mallion, C. F. Dunham, Lorne Demoe, Edgar Metcalfe, Henry 
Purdy, Gordon Houston, Garth Nicholls, Frank Johnston and Bill Palmer. In 1997, Consolidated 
Hydro Ltd. opened a new hydro generating  station in Fenelon Falls. It is situated on the north side 
of the falls, approximately where the first generating station was. The design and landscaping was 
a joint effort of Consolidated Hydro Ltd (designer and builder), Fenelon Falls Village Council, 
Trent-Severn   Waterways and a Citizen Advisory Committee. At the official opening, Laureen 
Lansfield, a daughter of Archie Menzies who was supervisor of the Fenelon Falls Power House in 
1916, cut the ribbon.
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W. G. Jackett & Sons began construction on the new location of the Hydro Generating Station, 1996   
It is now located close to where the old one was.

Anna May Jackett stands on the base of a frame for one of the 
turbines that will be going into the new hydro generating 

station. 

In August, 1997 the two 83,000 pound Turbines were placed into the new generating station
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Mack's Service Station

Just before you cross the bridge from Lindsay 
St. to Colborne St. there has been a gas 
station on the left hand side since the early 
1900's. The need for gasoline arose with the 
arrival of the automobile in Fenelon Falls. 
Archie McKendry, a brother of Harry, was the 
first to open a gas station there. He called it 
Mack’s Service Station. In May 1962 Archie 
McKendry sold to Max and Boots (Yvonne) 
Jones. In October of that same year the gas 
station burnt. Max replaced it and kept the 
business until he sold it in April 1967.  There 
have been several owners over the years. 
Years later Peter Bouras owned it, operating a 
UPI gas station, a variety store and 
laundromat. It is a busy corner at the best of 
times but at one time it was the only gas 
station in town. Believe it or not, at one 
point there were at least five! In 2020 we 
have two in town and one north of town. 

4 Lindsay St.

Max Jones rebuilt the gas station after the fire 
(1962)

In June of 2020 the UPI gas station and 
laundromat closed and a large scale renovation 
is taking place (December). They have taken 
the building right back to the original walls. 
You can see the old imprint of the Sunoco sign. 
Above is a picture as of December 3, 2020

Archie McKendry's service station (c.1930's).
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28 West St. S.

Malone Equipment Inc.
Drilling Supplies and Equipment

Bellwood’s Garage

Roger Bellwood purchased the land at 28 West St. S. from Major and Joyce Coulter in 1971 and 
started construction on the Wonder Steel building in 1972. Its size was 40 x 40 feet but had two 
additions - one in 1973 (added two bays) and another one in 1976. Roger’s business was auto body 
repair, mechanical repair, towing and a Pronto Muffler Centre. In March 1986, Roger and Fern 
Bellwood sold the business to Don and Sharon Bell.

Bell’s Garage 1986 Ltd. 
When the Bells took over the business there were three generations working here. Don’s father, 
Orville and his son Jeff. Don’s wife Sharon worked in the office and his daughter Jennifer would 
come in when needed to help in the office. Don and Sharon Bell expanded the parking lot and 
increased the office space. Years later they sold to Norm’s Welding. Today the building is gone and a 
new one has been erected to accommodate Malone Equipment Inc.

Roger and Reg Bellwood

West Street S.
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The Youngs - (L-R) Grattan, Sean, Cameron, Scott, Robert 

Three Generations of Youngs
Gratton and Joanne Young have four children -Mary Lynn, who lives in British Columbia, 
Robert, Suzanne and Scott. Grattan started his business, Young’s Landscaping, in 1981.  

His brother Cecil started his business in the 1970’s, calling it Young’s Construction. He moved 
his business to 34 West St. S. in 1975. Cecil’s wife Barb (Nicholls) and son Paul also worked in 
the business.  

In 2013 Scott bought his uncle’s business and then in 2014 he bought his father’s business and 
now employs twenty people, including two of his nephews, Cameron and Sean Young (Robert 
& Roxanne’s sons).  

Robert also has his own business, Robert Young Carpentry Limited, which he started in 1987 
and he has six employees.

34 West St. S.
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City of Kawartha Lakes Paramedic Service 
Emergency Response Unit (ERU)

Industrial Park Drive
15 Industrial Park Dr.

St. John Ambulance

St. John Ambulance began in Fenelon Falls in 1984. One of their earlier meeting places was at the 
old train station. In 1992 they opened their training centre on Industrial Drive and in 1994 their 
office was established here. The St. John Ambulance Brigade, composed of adults and youth  
members, are available to attend community functions to ensure onsite first aid medical care. 
Pictured above is Walter Sweeney who is the Community Service Co-ordinator and instructor for 
the St.John Ambulance, Fenelon Falls branch.
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 This industrial building was once owned by Harmon 
"Pug" and Fern Allen. It opened on June 9th, 1993. 
The businesses there at that time were Biggest Little 
Rental, owned by Harmon & Cy Allen, Brown's Tire 
& Fenelon Transmission owned by Joe Kerr, and 
Doug's Print Shop owned by Doug Dale. On June 15, 
1993 at 2 a.m. the people in the village were 
awakened by the loud noise of an explosion from this 

building. The Fenelon  Fire Department responded and immediately smothered the entire building with 
foam. Langton Public School was closed for the day in case of a reoccurrence. The Biggest Little Rental 
had only been opened one week when the explosion happened.

Fenelon Ready-Mix Concrete, owned and 
operated by Darrell and Terry McConnell 
moved  to this location from Cty. Rd 121in 

1993.

85 Industrial Park Dr.

96 Industrial Park Dr.

90 Industrial Park Dr. 
Northwood Propane

98 Industrial Park Dr.

Fenelon Ready Mix Concrete

Paul, Cecil, Riley Young  

My father, Cecil Young, founded our 
construction business 50 year ago, 
establishing a reputation for the highest 
quality workmanship and customer 
service. After working together for 25 
years, he retired and I am following in 
his footsteps, taking over the family 
business and working with my son, 
Riley.

Youngs Excavating
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 Henderson McIntyre built his sawmill in 1947, where the High School Football field is 
now. In 1949 he purchased the land between Ellice St. and the C.N.R. tracks and operated a sawmill 
and planing mill there  until he sold it in 1969. The new owners were Hugh Cocker and Bill Shields, 
who changed the name to Fenelon Lumber. This mill ran until 1979. On May 5, 1992 a fire 
destroyed this historic mill. 

McIntyre Mill

1947 - McIntyre Mill above, was originally located where the Fenelon Falls Secondary 
School football field is today.

Pictures of the McIntyre Mill on Ellice St. were taken between 1949 - 1969

Ellice Street
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Wychwood Crescent 

35 Wychwood Cr.

9 Wychwood Cr.Kawartha Marine Boat Wrecking  
& Recyclers

11 Wychwood Cr.

Armstrong Storage Answers

Brett and Nancy Daniels opened Kawartha Marine 
Boat Wrecking & Recyclers in 2015. They accept any 
type of intact boat - fishing, aluminum, fibreglass, steel 
and wooden - and they recycle boats and motors. Their 
goal is to keep these out of the landfill sites. The gas 
and oil from the derelict motors is drained, preventing 
it from going into the ground which helps the 
environment. They sell boats, boat parts, motors etc. 
They also offer boat storage, winterizing, shrink 
wrapping, consignment sales and boat repairs. They 
send obsolete parts all around the country helping 
people repair their old boats.

Armstrong Storage Answers is owned by Brian 
Armstrong and opened in 2008. There are 64 storage 

units on the property. 

 This plaque, in commemoration of Anne 
Langton, was made possible by members and 
friends of St. James’ Anglican Church. Anne 
Langton was one of the first settlers in the area. 
She was a writer, painter and teacher and also a 
member of the first congregation. The plaque is 
erected just outside the front doors of the school, 
which is named in her honour.

(L-R) Myrtle MacArthur, Olive 
Morrison (organizer of the plaque) 

and Barbara Marshall

Anne Langton Plaque
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Langton Public School held its official opening on October 24, 1991. To commemorate the opening 
students from each class placed an item in a time capsule to be opened 50 years later (2041).

Langton Public School

Back Row (L-R) Mrs. Humphries, Colin Halton, ___________, David Boyd, Ashley Allen, Ashley 
Gammon, Stephen McConnell, Mrs. Byrne (Teacher) Middle Row (L-R) Laura Humphries, Matthew 
Gamsby, Stewart MacDonald, Jayce Northey, Corey Quaranto, Josh Bush Front Row (L-R) Jamie 
Cutting, Andrea Boldt, Kevin Velma, Markus Leydolt, Deanna Moore, ____________, Natalie 
Jamieson, Carver Campbell 

Senior Kindergarten 1994 - 1995

35 Wychwood Cr.
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Senior Kindergarten B 2001 - 2002

Back Row (L-R) Mrs. Julie Byrne (Teacher), Gavin Taylor, Sheldon Young, Alexander Hannian, 
Mattew Clark, Taylor Edgson, Joseph Todd, Tyler Taggert, Valerie Jerva Middle Row (L-R) Lillie 
Vosper, Brendon Buckley, Alana Gill, Max Steele, Clayton Marton, Anna McEachern, Jaimie 
Figueiera  Front Row (L-R) Andrew George, Jessica Empey, Heather Mathewson, Kaylen Johnston, 
Ty Newhook-Diem, Cole Semple, Lukas Handley, Samantha Baker

Grade Three 2001 - 2002

Back Row (L-R) Jessica Galbraith, Emily Barber, Scott Mathieu, Hayden Lane, Kendra Steele, 
Jessica Semple Middle Row (L-R) Mrs. Michaud, Jason Barriball, Codi Plummer, Nicholas Hart, 
Aaron Paulson, Kurtis Moore, Tyler Packard, Victoria Marcelli Front Row (L-R) Philip Edgson, 
Frankie Teal, Rodney Belford, Devon Jackson, Cailin Burmaster, Curtis Tamblyn, Jeff Harpell
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Grade 6 - 1991-1992

Back Row (L-R) Morgan Eldred, Kylie Murdock, Julie Scott, Lucas Lowell, June Yurex, 
_________, Duff McAndrews, Middle Row (L-R) Patience Quibell, Ashley Stewart, 
__________, Shannon Nugent, __________, Lindsey Ellery, Travis _______, Jennifer 
Black, _________, Mrs. Fiorini (Teacher) Front Row (L-R) Greg Allen, Andy Stanton, 
Steven Wright, John Allred, ________, Owen Johnstone, Scott Turner, Peter Von Zuben, 
__________

Congratulations 
Langton Public School 

2020 
Grade 8 

Graduation

The Valedictorian for the Grade 8 
graduating class of 2020 was 

Lyla Slykhuis
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44 Wychwood Cr.

Fenelon Court Long Term Care Centre

 Fenelon Court Long Term 
Care Centre is built on land 
which was once a farm owned 
by the Ellery’s who’s 
descendants still live near by.  
Two members of that original 
family were part of the 
Fenelon Platoon that went to 
serve in WW1, John and Cecil 
Ellery.  Cecil left Fenelon 
Falls to serve when he was 
only 17 he was the last of the 

platoon to pass away.  John’s 
nickname was Sapper. John Ellery is the great great grandfather of Maya and Grace Ellery who 
before Covid were a common site at the building which now is built on the site of the original farm 
land visiting their great grandmother.   
 It is connections like this and many more that make Fenelon Court a special place.  The 
doors to Fenelon Court were opened in January 2001.  It was at the time under the umbrella of 
Central Park Lodges it is now under the umbrella of Revera. Over 400 residents and their families 
have passed through the doors since then. The residents are well taken care of by the team of 
Nurses, PSW’s, Dietary, Environmental, Volunteers, Physiotherapists, Doctor, Nurse Practitioner 
and Management that have Fenelon Court as their workplace. There are 67 beds in the home.

“The Meeting Place”….. at Fenelon Court 
……bringing families together 

by Roxanne Young

 I saw a picture of a Nursing Home using a 
plastic box to help families visit their loved ones (during 
the Corona Virus Pandemic - 2020) while ensuring 
safety to their residents. I showed the picture to my 
husband Rob and enthusiastically he said “I can help, we 
will build one!” He was on the phone the next morning 
trying to order plexiglass and everyone was sold out. He 
contacted Sunspace Windows in Lakefield and when 
they heard what Rob was trying to build, they donated 
the windows and doors for this project. So very grateful 
for them and Rob and his crew!  
 On Monday it was set up and ready to go. 
Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter (worker at Fenelon Court) 
has lovingly named it “The Meeting Place” … bringing 
families together.
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 The Senior Citizens 
Club of Fenelon Falls built 
a new clubhouse after fire 
destroyed their building in 
2007. In 2008 the 
Executives of the club 
realized there was going to 
be a large shortage of funds 
to rebuild and furnish 
inside the building, so a 
Building Committee was 

formed. Four executives 
volunteered, were voted in by membership and were given the power to make decisions on the project. 
The four board members were; President - Carl Thompson, 1st Vice President - Melville Simmons, 
2nd Vice President - Arthur Bayley and Secretary Treasurer - Pat Folk.  As insurance monies only 
covered 1/3 of the cost a lot of fundraising was required. Grants were applied for and received from 
the City of Kawartha Lakes Chest Fund, Futures grant from the Eastern Development Foundation, the 
Trillium Foundation and the New Horizon Foundation. Those grants supplied financial help to 
purchase needed equipment, and volunteers did the work. Jim Porter and Isabel MacKenzie donated 
funds to purchase a shed, lay a cement pad and wire in the backup generator. There was a lot of 
carpentry work to be finished after the Grand Opening; Afe Hellman must be given a lot of thanks for 
doing it all and finishing it up. Fundraising was started by having tribute artist shows starting in 
September 2011. Our first show featured Robert Fisher - Tribute to Elvis Presley. This was held at the 
Fenelon Falls Secondary School Gym for a couple of years. Then when the Fenelon Falls Community 
Centre was available the event was moved there and has continued to be there each year and has been 
the club’s most constant fundraiser. Other fundraising events are yard sales, salad suppers, Christmas 
dinners and rentals for Jack & Jills, weddings and business meetings.

Senior Citizens Club of Fenelon Falls 

Ribbon cutting ceremony 
of the new Senior Citizens 

Club of Fenelon Falls 
building on June 6, 2010. 
From Left to Right - Vera 
Mitchell, Gordon Lewis, 

Arthur Bayley, Ross Ellis, 
Ted Hunt, Steve 

Strangway (Councillor), 
two New Horizon 

Officials, Doug Elmslie (Councillor),  Ric McGee (Mayor), Carl Thompson, Melville Simmons, 
Trillium Official, Jim Scott, Betty Hale

Murray Street
58 Murray St.
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Senior Citizens Club of Fenelon Falls

The club had the pleasure of renting out 
their hall for the TV show - Four Weddings 
Canada. In March 2013 the show aired and 
a  couple from Fenelon Falls area who were 
chosen to be on the show chose to have their 
wedding and reception filmed here. The four 
couples each attended the other three 
weddings and judged and gave points on the 
event. The couple at the end of the four 
weddings who had the most points won a 

lavish honeymoon. The couple who held their wedding and reception here came in second. 
Since the wedding was aired the club not only has had local weddings they have gotten rentals 
from the Toronto area too.

Senior Citizens Club of Fenelon 
Falls - Executive 2020 

Jean Smith - President; Mike 
Barkwell - 1st Vice President; 

Rosemary McColeman - 2nd Vice 
President; Deb Good - Secretary, 
Membership Publication; Cheryl 
Dyer - Record Secretary; Sylvia 

Percival - Treasurer; Fern Bellwood 
- Bookkeeper; Peter Stauffer - 

Security; Elaine Bragg - Director; 
Noreen Moore - Director; Susan 

Cogar - Director; Sharon Kimble & 
Verda Gross - Hall Rentals; Murray 

Kimble & Dan Gross - Maintenance.

August 1, 2020 - Jean Smith, President of the 
Senior Citizens Club of Fenelon Falls celebrated 

her surprise 90th birthday party outside in the 
club’s parking lot. Due to COVID-19 the club 
has not been able to hold functions inside. This 

did not stop friends and family coming by to 
wish her a Happy Birthday.
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Before George Brown purchased this land in 1982 it 
had been used as a storage area for fuel oil. George 
built this building in 1984 and moved his tire 
business into town. He owned and operated Brown's 
Tire Sales & Service since 1977 and sold it to Joe 
Kerr in 1988. Joe moved his Fenelon Transmission 
and Repair business from Lindsay St. to this 
location and ran both businesses. In 1993 he sold the 
building to Kim Childs and she operated  KC's 
Custom Boat Tops & Covers. In 2020 Doc’s 
Automotive operates his business here.

Fenelon Area Independent Living Association  
& Community Care

Rosedale Furniture had its business here and it 
was initially owned by Ingvar Skoog who sold it 
to the Alfredssons. A fire occurred here in 1984. 
It is now the Thrift Store for the Salvation Army. 

The Fenelon Area Independent Living Association complex opened in 1992 with 25 
apartments. Community Care Fenelon Falls is located in the front part of the building.  
They lease the dining room, kitchen, office and the four bed respite area. They also 
have the use of the Common Room. 

70 Murray St.

74 Murray St.
91 Murray St.

Salvation Army Thrift Store
Doc’s Automotive
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Veterans Way (Forest Street)

 For a number 
of years I have 
thought Forest Street 
in Fenelon Falls 
should be renamed to 
recognize our 
veterans. When the 
empty lot across the 
street from Branch 
238 was sold, and 
there was the 
possibility the Legion 
would no longer be 
the only building on 
the street, I decided it was now or never. Last October (2005) I approached CoKL with my request, 
without the knowledge of Branch members, as I was not certain if my dream was attainable. It was a 
much simpler process than I had anticipated, and in February the by-law to formally change the name 
from Forest St. to Veterans Way was passed by Council. Had I been willing to accept the green street 
signs, the City would have installed them shortly thereafter. As I was a member of the Village 
Improvement Committee, which chose the black street signs many years ago, I felt it fitting to stay 
with the design at our own expense.When Denny and Grace Burke read about the name change they 
came forward and made a considerable donation, in recognition of the Year of the Veteran, toward the 
cost of the custom-made black sign. As a thank you, they performed the ribbon-cutting to uncover the 
street sign. A second veteran also offered a donation, but unfortunately, when I ordered the sign he 
was somewhere in Florida and I had no way to reach him. There was not better day to unveil the signs 
than Canada Day. The weather was ideal, with an excellent turnout of spectators and a considerable 
number of veterans present. In addition to the Colour Parties of the Branch and our Ladies Auxiliary, 
we were very pleased to have the 1913 Ontario Regiment Cadet Corps from Oshawa, along with their 
Bugler, and wearing their scarlet tunics, join us for the ceremony. My thanks goes to our Canada Day 
Committee for co-ordinating such a wonderful day. As a result of their precise planning it was a 
success from start to finish and the release of the international symbol  for peace - thirty white doves - 
fluttering into the sky above us, ended the ceremony on a very emotional note. Veterans Way has been 
dedicated to ALL Veterans - Past, Present and Future - so that we and generations to come, Will 
Remember Them.

by Jackie Walter, RCL Branch 238, Fenelon Falls 
July 14, 2006 - The Promoter 
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23 Veterans Way

Royal Canadian Legion - Branch 238

The Royal Canadian Legion - Branch 238 is located at 23 Veterans Way (formerly Forest Street.) The 
Auditorium was built in 1963 and the Clubroom was built in 1969. The grand opening was held October 1969. 

  In 1926, six veterans of World War 1 decided to form a Veterans Club 
in the Village. The following men were charter members: Dr. Gratton C. 
Graham, Sam Carew, Mark Fell, Cecil Ellery, Blutcher Scott, Edgar Foundry 
and Jack Ellery. At that time, they met in each other’s homes. Sam Carew was 
elected first President in 1932.  
  The Ladies’ Auxiliary held its Charter Meeting on June 27, 1941, and 
celebrated their 75th anniversary in 2016. The first President was Debby 
Perryman and the following charter members were on the Executive: Gertrude 
Moore, Florence Burke, Mrs. Sandiland, Olive Ellery, Margaret Barnett, Ada 
Pogue and Violet Metcalfe. Meetings were held in their homes, but they also 

had Bingos, Euchre Parties, Dances and Bazaars in the local hall.  
 For a time, some Branch meetings were held in the Twomey Hall on Bond Street East, but the 
Branch then acquired rooms over Burgoyne’s Store (now the Village Shop) on Colborne St. In 1950, 
the old Jewell house (now the Liquor Store) on Francis Street West was purchased. As there were no 
cooking facilities on the premises, the Ladies’ Auxiliary cooked everything at home and transported it 
as quickly as possible to the hall.  
 In the early 1960’s the Burns property on Forest Street was purchased. The old house was 
remodelled into clubrooms, and throughout the years, with additions and extensive renovations, we 
have a facility of which we are proud. The building has a large clubroom with snooker and 
shuffleboard tables, the West Lounge which is used for clubroom overflow, Branch events, community 
meeting space and small event rentals, and an auditorium with seating for one hundred and fifty. The 
latter is used for Bingo, the lunches we serve on Thursdays and Fridays, Navy League Cadets, and 
many community functions. Fenelon Falls Secondary School makes use of the auditorium three or four 
times a year for co-op classes, and whenever there is the need for a quick evacuation of the high 
school, students are brought to the Branch. Throughout the years, Branch 238 and the Ladies ’ Auxiliary 
have donated money to community projects, local organizations and service clubs.
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Executive Fenelon Falls Legion Branch 238 - 2019/2020 
President - Ken Darnley; Past President - Arlene Colman; 1st Vice President - Carol Roy; 2nd 
Vice President - Gerry Cook; Secretary/Treasurer - Sheila Hinton; Executive - Glenn Wood, 
Donna Shea, Pat Fader, Julie Stephens, Darlene Galley, Glenn Woolfrey; Sgt-at-Arms - Gerry 
Edmondson; Bar Stewards - Bob Fader, Jack Shea, Aida Jarvie, Jon McMahon; Bookkeeper - 
Sharon Bellwood; Hall Rentals, Kitchen, Catering & Funeral Teas - Ken Darnley

1. Samuel Carew 1932
2. J. Angus McDonald 1933 
3. Mark A. Fell 1934 
4. John Ellery 1935 
5. Athol Rumney 1936 
6. Bert Semper 1937 
7. Harry LeCraw 1938 
8. Earl Jackett 1939, 1945 
9. Bill Moore 1940 
10. George Metcalfe 1941 
11. Charles R. McInnes 1943, 1946 
12. Cecil Ellery 1944 
13. Alex R. Flett 1945 
14. Art Lee 1947 
15. Ellwood Thompson 1948 
16. M.G. (Joe) Gamsby 1949 
17. Eric Leach 1950 
18.  Lloyd Moore 1951 
19. Ernie Deyman 1952 
20. Walter W. Bown 1953, 1966 
21. Henry Carew 1954 
22. Art Pogue 1955-1956 
23. O.K. (Pete) Eason 1957 

24. Cliff Brown 1958   
25. Chester Godwin 1959-60  
26. R.C. (Bob) Hanthorn 1961 
27. Harold Worsley 1962 
28. George Tanquey 1963 
29. Norm Miller 1964-65 
30. Al Bennett 1967 
31. Ken Smith 1968, 1970 
32. Ted Lake 1969 
33. Howard McInnis 1971-72 
34. E. Ted Jones 1973-78, 1982, 1987-88  
35. Dave Pollock 1979-81 
36. E.V. (Pete) Heatlie 1983-87 
37. Jean Keir 1988-92 
38. P.A. Thurston 1992-96 
39. Jackie Walter 1996-2001, 2002-04 
40. Ian Colman 2001-02 
41. Doug Fader, C.V. 2004-06 
42. Kelly Johnston 2006-07 
43. Belinda Wilson 2007-16 
44. Fred Walker 2016-2017 
45. Arlene Colman 2017-18 
46.  Ken Darnley 2018-present 

Past Presidents – Royal Canadian Legion Branch 238 Fenelon Falls

Bob McInnis stands 
in front of the 
Presidents’ Wall at 
the Fenelon Falls 
Legion. He took on 
the challenge to find 
pictures of all the 
Past Presidents for 
the Branch’s 80th 
Anniversary in 
2012. He got all but 
three in time for the 
anniversary, and 
tracked down the 
others shortly after.
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Chester Godwin

Bert Semper

Ellwood Thompson

Earl Jackett

Ernie Deyman

Howard McInnis

Photos of some of the Fenelon Falls Legion’s Past Presidents, in service to 
King and Country

Harold Worsley E. Ted Jones

Eric Leach Lloyd Moore

Ken Smith

R.C. (Bob) Hanthorne

George Metcalfe

M.G. (Joe) Gamsby

John Ellery

Pete Eason
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by Jo Northey - The Ladies’ Auxiliary originated during the 
First World War when women were asked to help wounded 
Veterans returning home, and to provide support for their 
families. When The Canadian Legion of the British Empire 
Service League was established in 1926, these women were a 
welcomed addition at Legion Branches as they continued the 
tradition of volunteering to support needy ex-service personnel, 
and to enrich the programs and activities of the Branches they 
served.  
In Fenelon Falls on June 27, 1941 the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
received their Charter to the British Empire Service League 
Branch 238. In 1955 the name was changed to Royal Canadian 
Legion, and the Branch and Ladies’ Auxiliary Charters were 
changed as well. During the next few years, the Auxiliary were 
busy packing boxes of home baking, knitted items and 
cigarettes for the enlisted servicemen. Following a fire in 1942 
the Branch purchased property on Francis St. W., and the 
members fixed up the house for a meeting room, etc., but there 
was no room for banquets. The Ladies prepared the November 
11th dinner at home and brought it to the Hall, served the 
Veterans and took everything back home. A Drumhead Service 
in the mid-1950’s was held in the arena and the meal was 
cooked and served there by the Ladies. The Branch sold the 
Hall to the future L.C.B.O. and was on the move again, this 
time to its current location at 23 Veterans Way (formerly Forest 
St.). A house on the new property served as a meeting place 
until the new building was completed. Over the years the many 
fundraisers and banquets managed by the Auxiliary assisted the 
Branch with furnishings, rugs, an air conditioner, water tanks 
and a brand-new kitchen – preparing and serving meals was now 
so much easier. The Auxiliary was very honoured when, in 1955, our President Cde. Debby Perryman began a 
ten-year stint as Zone Commander in the newly formed Zone F-4. The Ladies were proud to wear our “Blues 
and Greys” (blue blazer and grey skirt) and berets to participate in services, parades, etc. It was really cold in 

November and December, particularly when having to stand 
outside for long periods of time. It wasn’t until around 1980 
that we were allowed to wear grey slacks – thank goodness!  
Time took its toll on the membership in the Auxiliary. 
Where once we had fifty members – mothers, wives, sisters 
etc. to Veterans - the numbers went down by natural causes 
until we had but ten aging women to celebrate our 75th 
anniversary in 2016. Fundraising and banquets were now 
beyond the capabilities of these venerable women, 
diminished in ability but not in spirit, and in the Fall of 
2017, we made the difficult decision to surrender our 
Charter. We would miss the friends we had made through 

the years. It was particularly hard to sever ties with the 
Branch we had worked so closely with, and supported in 
every way we could, during our proud and memorable 
seventy-six years. It was an honour to serve. 
“Lest We Forget “

A History of the Ladies’ Auxiliary to Royal Canadian Legion Branch 238

Past Presidents – Ladies’ Auxiliary 
DeborahPerryman  1941 
Florence Burke   1947 
Shirley LeCraw   1948 
Eva Sheehey   1949 
Ada Pogue   1950  
Shirley McRobbie  1952 
Dorothy Nelson   1953 
Marg Fields   1957 
Dorothy Eason   1958-59 
Mary Mitchell   1960 
Deborah Perryman  1963 
Loreene (Mickey) Robertson 1967 
Jean Keir   1971 
Helen Hall   1975 
Jo Northey   1979 
Mary Carlson   1981-83 
Jo Northey   1983-85 
Hilda Ferguson   1985-86 
Mae Hornett   1986-87 
Fran Boudreau   1987-88 
Hillary Kelly   1988-89 
Fran Boudreau   1989-90 
Jo Northey   1991-2017

2007 Executive - Back Row (L-R) Sandra 
Fader, Pat Parliament, Bonny 

Downham, Doreen Armitage, Orlee 
Bryans, Lori-Ann Faulkner, Marie Picard 
Front Row (L-R) Jean Smith, Jo Northey 

(President), Marilyn Arscott, Alma Liscombe 
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From The Kawartha Promoter, December 19, 2008
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“Thank God For Poppies” 
by Rick Hughes

In an old shoebox in the attic 
I found a letter dated November 1943 
It was written from my Grandpa to my 
Grandma 
And I read his words sent from 
overseas 

If I don’t get home my darling 
Please take care of our children 
If I don’t get home my darling 
Please look after the farm 
If I don’t get home my darling 
Oh please remember me 
And if you do all this 
I’ll be there in your arms 

Thank God for Poppies 
To remind us what they’ve done 
Thank God for Poppies 
Our daughters and our sons 
Oh they gave and are still giving 
And pray to God they’ll be 
Forever with the living 
Thank God for Poppies 

Well I can see him in the trenches 
In a hole he dug by hand 
With his rifle at the ready 
Waiting for command 
Was on that day he gave us 
All that he could give 
Now each time I see a Poppy 
I can’t help but think of him… 

Forever with the living 
Thank God for Poppies
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27 Veterans Way

Official opening of the Fenelon Falls Community Centre and Arena - October 2012

Fenelon Falls Community Centre

Local politicians, community groups and building committee members were all in attendance for 
the official opening of the Fenelon Falls Community Centre. The Rotary Club presented the City 
with a cheque for $70,000, money the club has put away over the years to contribute to a new 
arena when it became a reality. Other donations, including those from Hydro One and British 
Empire Fuels brought the total to $140,000. The federal and provincial governments and the City 
of Kawartha Lakes each committed up to $3.5 million through the Building Canada Fund. The 
total cost was $10.5 million. The complex houses a new, single-pad arena, and the community 
centre can accommodate over 400 people. The facility is wheelchair accessible and features both a 
hall and meeting room on the main floor. The large hall is air conditioned, features a bar, sound 
system, portable stage and kitchen. Chuck Skiles, chair of the building committee, said over the 
years many people worked hard to make the new Centre a reality.

Declining registration in the neighbouring villages of Bobcaygeon and Fenelon Falls and a push by 
OMHA for smaller centres to amalgamate a decision was made to join the two centres. The two 
centres have had a tremendous rivalry dating back to the early 60’s. The logo contest was won by 
Jill Kimble and Lori Ann Moffatt. On April 27, 2010 the two rival executives got together at the 
Annual General Meeting. At that meeting a new executive was chosen: Co presidents were Steve 
Oldridge and Rick Staples; First Vice President - Joe Barrieau; 2nd Vice President - Dave 
Gowanlock; Treasurer - Sandy Lees; Secretary - Shauna Tomlinson and Paul Johnston; OMHA Rep 
- Kirk Kimble; Three Counties Rep - Chris Dowell; Referee in Chief - Greg Henderson; Ice 
Convenor - Brian Taylor; Registration Officers - Pam Dudman and Michelle Elder; Supervisor of 
Coaches, Managers and Trainers - Vern Sudsbury and Jill Kimble; Fundraising Chair - Lori Ann 
Moffat and Leighanne Quibell; Tournament Director - Teresa Jenkinson; Communications Director 
- Jay Allen; Equipment Director - Scott Richardson; Kitchen Director - Rhonda Thomas and Wendy 
Barrieau. In 2012 the arena on the corner of Bond St.W. and John St. closed its doors as the new 
season of hockey and figure skating began at the Fenelon Falls Community Center.
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Jon Strang - Head Coach 
Jason Scarlett- Assistant Coach 
Kevin McMurray - Trainer 
Matt Howard - Assistant Trainer 
Rhonda Scarlett - Manager 
 
1- Erik Carpenter (Goalie) 
4 - Adam Teel (A) 
5- Jarrett Bolton (A) 
7- Sean Hayman 
8- Jack Rea 
9- Brady Scarlett (C) 
10- Elliott Howard  
12- Hudson Trethewey  
14- Calder Beard 
16- Dawson Anderson (A) 
18- James McMurray (A) 
30- Nicholas Harding - AP Goalie  

Sturgeon Thunder Peewee C co-champions share this honour with the East Lambton Eagles. Never in 
OMHA history have there been co-champions but with COVID-19 shutdowns, the series was not able to 
be played or finished. The roster was as follows: 

Sturgeon Thunder - 2020 All-Ontario 
Peewee C  

Co-champions
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Fenelon Falls Figure Skating Club celebrated their 50th year on Saturday March 29th, 
2014 with Memorabilia and History Displays, Reception with refreshments and guest 
speakers. They performed a 50 Years On Ice Show which included current and past 
skaters, family skate and an evening social.

Fenelon Falls Skating Club celebrated 50 years in 2014
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Fenelon Fair 
by Stephen Brown 

Agricultural fairs reflect the customs and trends of rural community life. The first fair held in Fenelon 
Township was in 1867 at Glenarm, sponsored by the North Victoria Agricultural Society. The 
fairgrounds at Glenarm covered four acres of land, behind the hotel, on the northwest corner of Lot 21, 
Concession 1, Fenelon Township. By September 1875 a building was completed, but the committee did 
not pass it because of a defect in the painting. However, it did house many displays of arts and crafts and 
farm produce. In 1876 the main show of the whole North Riding was held at Glenarm on October 3rd. 
On a cold and showery Saturday in October 1877, the North Victoria Agricultural Society held its annual 
show in Glenarm. Insufficient hotel accommodation in Glenarm distracted considerably from the success 
of the show. The attendance was fair but lower than in previous years. It was felt that there  would be an 
improvement in attendance and number and quality of exhibits, if the exhibition were held alternately in 
Woodville and Fenelon Falls. It would appear that the interests of the Society would be sacrificed by 
retaining the central position in Glenarm. This, therefore, was the last year the fair was held regularly in 
Glenarm. Within a few years the North Riding, Victoria Agricultural Society was discontinued. About 
1880 the Fair was located on the present site where the Fenelon Falls Trotting  Association constructed a 
race track on the property owned by John A. Ellis. While Mr. Ellis gave the property to the Association, 
there was no transfer of deed, and on his death the property was sold. The new owners allowed the Fair 
to continue until conflict arose with the race people. The Fair continued on in much the same manner 
until the mid 1920's, always being held in late September or 
October. In 1925 a committee formed to purchase the fair 
property but failed and the newspaper ad advised there would 
be no fair that year. In 1929 a decision was made to hold a 
Spring Fair on the main street of the Village on March 15th. 
In 1930 a field crop competition was started. In 1941 crops 
were poor, farmers were short of feed and the farm help 
situation was critical because of World War II. The weather 
man added bad road conditions and a less than successful 
spring fair was held in 1942. This was the last spring fair held. 
The School Fair was gaining popularity, and children from all 
the "little red school houses" in the district gathered in Market 
Square (the site of the Post Office) and exhibited their 
livestock and agricultural projects each fall, hoping to win a 
prize. In order to keep their Charter intact the Fenelon 
Agricultural Society sponsored Field Crop Competitions for 
the next 12 years. In 1963 the Agricultural Society made an 
arrangement to use the original location of the Fair for several 
days each year in late August. The fair was once again back 
where it had its beginnings almost a hundred years earlier. In 
1990 the much disputed property was deeded to the 
Corporation of the Township of Fenelon. A formal agreement 
between Fenelon Township Council and the Fenelon Fair 
Board granted perpetual right to the use of the grounds for the purpose of holding a fair. Dedicated 
efforts by the Fenelon Fair Board has realized the dreams of an ongoing group of rural people who did 
not give up when the going was rough. A true pioneer spirit. In 2018 the Fenelon Fair has changed its 
date from August to the third Friday of July,  running until Sunday.
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An outdoor 
amphitheatre has started 
to take shape in Fenelon 
Falls. It is home to the 
Grove Theatre, a 450-
seat venue built in the 
garden grove of the 
Fenelon fairgrounds. 
Fundraising is ongoing, 
and it has been created 
under the Kawartha 
Works Community Co-
operative and Ontario 
Trillium Foundation 
along with support from 
the members of the local 
community.  Christy 
Yael and Sean Cox are 
the founders of Intrepid 
Theatre Company who will produce the summer festival of live performances including A 
Midsummer’s Nights Dream in the summer of 2021. Christy spent her summers growing up in 
Fenelon Falls. The space will also be available for faith services, ceremonies, musical arts, dance 
recitals and anyone who wishes to perform in its beautiful open air space. 

Grove Theatre
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Fenelon Falls Tennis Club

17 Eva St.

The club was founded in 1977 by Larry Skitch, 
who was the vice-principal of Fenelon Falls 
Secondary School at that time. He worked with 
a group of like-minded tennis players back 
then and managed to obtain a grant to build the 
courts on school board property at the end of 
Eva Street in cooperation with the school. The 
courts are used by the school in the spring and 
fall as part of the phys. ed. program, and are 
shared by the Tennis Club. The club takes on 
the responsibility to maintain the courts. A 
clubhouse was built back at the beginning; the date is not known. In 2004 the club obtained a Trillium Grant to 

rebuild the courts, which had reached the end of their life and suffered from large 
cracks. The club provided 1/3 of the funds with Trillium providing 2/3. A 
superior type of court surface was used which kept the courts looking great for 
14 years. In the meantime the club prudently maintained a fund to take care of a 
future resurfacing when that would be needed. In 2018 the club decided it was 
time for a resurfacing and this was done in 2019. The club was able to fund this 
project without calling on Trillium for another grant. We now have new courts 

in a very smart green and blue colour scheme. For many years the club ran 
a fun tennis tournament that we called Davis Cup, after the international 

tournaments of the same name. The idea was for each player or couple 
to choose a country that they would play for; it could be their ancestral 
home country or a place in the world that they just loved. They would 
dress up for their country in some way, using traditional costumes or 
clothing of that country. Then they would play for their country in a 
fun based tournament, hopefully not too serious as the club has a 
wide range of playing skills. Teams were "seeded" so each played in a 
group of teams of comparable skill levels. Finally each team would 
"cook for their country" and bring a dish from the country to a pot-
luck lunch that followed the tournament. The new courts seem to be 
attracting some new players as we are experiencing a growth in 
membership this year - membership went from 76 in 2019 to 102 in 

2020. Tennis can still be played even in a COVID world, with 
proper safety precautions in place.

Congratulations to President Ham 
Keillor-Faulkner, Alexis and Brian 

Loney for their Asterisk win of 2018, 
Alexis for the beautiful new logo, Elke 

Danziger, Volunteer of the year for 
painting and freshening up the FFTC 

clubhouse.

2014 Davis Cup 
Back Row (L-R) Paul Grieves (guest) Rosann and 
Ted Boynton; Third Row (L-R) Valerie Grieves 
(guest), Elke Danziger, Ross Petty, Ham & Lawrie 
Keillor-Faulkner, Keilidh; Second Row (L-R) Jean 
Belton, Jim Watson, Mike Belton, Barb Smith, 
________, Dawson; Front Row (L-R) Jean Watson, 
Larry & Marg Pearson, Shannon & Dave Stewart 
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10 Green St.

The annual installation of the Spry Lodge #406 
A.F. & A. M. of Fenelon Falls took place on 
Monday December 28. 1981. Anthony “Tony” 
Vincent, a resident of the village and an OPP 
officer with the local detachment was installed as 
Worthy Master by the Installing Master James R. 
Nesbitt. Mr. Vincent is congratulated by his 
father, Donald Vincent, from Peterborough.

2019 - Spry Lodge #406 makes a 
donation to the Salvation Army 

Christmas Campaign

Spry Lodge #406

The Spry Lodge #406 (named after one of the early Grand 
Masters) was established in Fenelon Falls on July 9, 1885 with 
John W. Wallace as the first Worthy Master. Other members were: 
Hugh  McDougall, John E. Jarvis, George Martin, William 
Burgoyne, John Simpson and Edward Fitzgerald. In 1964 by a 
Special Act of the Ontario Legislature the Masonic Foundation of 
Ontario was created. The objectives of the Foundation are to 
serve as an Ontario charity to benefit the community. The Spry 
Lodge #406 sponsors Scouts, Beavers and Girl Guides as well as 
supporting Foundation charities such as the relief of poverty, the 
advancement of education, medical research and drug and 
substance abuse. Masonry is a fraternity, not a service 
organization. However, charity in the form of helping people is a 
cornerstone of the fraternity. Membership in the Masons creates 
fellowship, knowledge, friendship and a sense of community. 

The stone building, was built 
in 1885 with stone taken from 
the canal when it was 
excavated. It had been used 
for a school until 1933. The 
Spry Masonic Lodge #406 
met above stores on Colborne 
St. until they leased this stone 
school in 1934. In 1952 they 
bought the building and 
continue to hold meeting 
here.

Green Street



111

Handley Lumber

A planing mill began here in the early part of the 
1900's. Joseph Handley Jr. from Burnt River bought 
this mill from Fred Chambers in 1936. He called it 
J. Handley & Sons. The  mill burned in 1940 and the 
present frame structure was erected immediately. 
Ray Handley took over the management in 1945 
when his father, Joe, died. The planing mill  was 
used to change rough lumber into dressed lumber 
which was basically for interior use. In 1964 

Handley Lumber 
joined a building 
supply buying 
group which was 
later named 
Castle Building 
Supplies. Around 
1980 an office 
and showroom 
was built beside 
the mill. In 1992 
this new building 

caught fire. It was replaced with the  present 
building today. The mill is still in operation - it is 
mainly used for custom  planing and making door 
frames and window sashes. Some of the long term 
employees have been Berta Hickey, Ray 
Handley's sister who kept the books from 1945 
until 1992, Clyde Robinson, Murray McNevan, 
Benny Stegenga, Carl Akister, Ralph McGann, Jack McGee, Chester Godwin, Erick Watson, Maryanne  
Saunders, Bev Baptiste, Christian Hughes. This is a real family business, with brothers Ken and his wife 
Jane, Joe, Bill and David Handley having run the operation. Today Ken and Jane’s son, Chris, owns 
Handley Lumber.

12 Helen St.

Helen Street 

This picture shows when the business name 
was J. Handley & Sons. Photo taken in 1953.

Above, Ray Handley in his office at Handley 
Lumber; at left, Ken and Chris Handley.
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Handley Lumber Fire 
May 4, 1992

Fenelon Inn
Fenelon Inn opened in 1993 on the previous site of 

Fenelon Falls Miniature Golf. It has 12 rooms.

36 Helen St.

When you go to Handley's today you see 
the new showroom and offices of Handley 

Lumber, but the past is still there in the 
out buildings which are still being used, 
and by presence of the Handley family 
which is still very much a part of the 

every day operation. 
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Summerland Cottages by Robert & Ross Jr. Johnston  
Summerland Motel & Cottages, formerly Curtis 
Cabins owned by long time resident James Curtis 
was purchased by Ross Sr. and Lillian Johnston, 
who took possession on June 27, 1968. Their 
children Pretoria, Jane, Janet, Robert and Ross Jr. 
helped with running the motel and cottages. This 
resort not only had a motel and several cottages, it 
also had nine rental boats and seven motors ranging 
from 5 1/2 - 7 1/2 HP. As time and money permitted 
many resort improvements  were made such as the 

addition 
of the sun 
decks, picnic tables and umbrellas in front of each water 
front cottage. Another vast  improvement was the 
transformation from its grey with green trim to a more 
cheerful coral pink and brown trim to all buildings. This 
colour scheme made the buildings easy to identify from 
the other private cottages along the canal just above the 
dam. During the 1973-1974 season the Johnstons saw 
what was a most welcome improvement to their business 

and they credit the Village of Fenelon Falls for this one - the arrival of town water and sewers which 
eliminated the nuisance of bringing in water and the hassle of septic tanks and in 1975 their business 
was hooked up to the new system.

46 Circle Drive Curtis Cabins / Summerland Cottages

Excerpt from 
Remembering When 

with James Curtis 
(1986) by Ernie Hills 
…Meanwhile back in 
the Village, Curtis was 
expanding his tourist 
operation. In 1944 they 
built Curtis Cabins, 
comprised of 12 cottages built on the south side of the channel between the dam and the railroad 
bridge. In keeping with the “very lively tourist industry,” which Jim Curtis describes, “all 12 
cabins were rented throughout the summer months. There were housekeeping units, which we’d 
rent preferably for a 2-week period, or a month at a time. In 1944 they rented for $25 a week.”…
One of Jim Curtis’ observation of the tourist industry, which applied then as it does now, was that 
“people, in my estimation, want to be entertained. When I had the cabins, Byrnell Manor was the 
scene of softball games a couple of times a week.”

Circle Drive
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As the years went by the Johnston's hard work was paying off ; every summer from about 1970 to 
1981 the cottages and motel were booked solid from the 1st of July to Labour Day weekend. Their 
many guests would book one year in advance. Ross and Lillian Johnston required very little help 
because of the business being run as a family 
operation. Once school was over and all the  children 
were out working separate jobs, it eventually took 
its toll on the family- especially Ross and Lillian. 
The resort required a lot of attention to keep it 
maintained and it was sold on September 9, 1981. 
The new owners were Ruth & Frank Deane. The 
Johnstons said that this "venture was a most 
interesting experience despite its demands on them, 
it got us to where we are today and best of all it got 
us out of the "city". Ross Sr., died on March 1994 
and Lillian died October 10, 1997. In 2002 the 
Ayoub family - Albert (now deceased) and his wife 
Carol and their children, Nadine, Dahlia, Brandon, 
Michael & Samantha bought Summerland Cottages. 
They did not open for the summer season in 2020 due to COVID-19 and planned to use this time to 
refurbish the cabins. As of the fall of 2020 you can see the Ayoubs have been busy painting the 
outside of the cabins with a multitude of very bright and very pretty colours.

The Johnston Family (1968) were the owners 
of Summerland Motel & Cottages from 1968 - 
1981. (L-R) - Robert, Pretoria,  Ross Jr., Ross 
Sr., Jane, Lillian, Janet & Taffy, their hound.
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Byrnell Manor Centre

183 Kawartha Lakes Rd 8

In 1923 the Harveys (Wilfred & Ella) changed the Byrnell farm of 240 acres, with house and barn, 
into a tourist facility. Eventually it had rooms and cabins for at least 100 guests. The property 
backed onto Cameron Lake with a beach and boat docking. County Rd. 8 (Hwy. 35A) divided the 
property and on the other side of the road a nine-hole golf course was constructed.  
On July 10th, 1929 the Byrnell Park Golf Course had its official opening as part of the Monster 
Carnival Celebration. After the Harveys moved (1950’s) to a bungalow adjacent to Byrnell Manor, 
Frank and Anna Stukus operated Byrnell Manor. They continued as a tourist location but eventually 
started a summer camp and hockey school. A couple of the camp hockey coaches have been Pierre 
Pilote and Allan Stanley. In 1977 the lakeside property and Byrnell Manor were sold to Shiloh 
Christian Centre of Ontario. The golf course has had several owners.

Shiloh Christian Church - The Beginning 1977

During the summer of 1977, a dream came true on the shores of 
Cameron Lake in the beautiful Kawartha Lakes area. The board of 
the existing Bible College and summer Bible Camp joined forces 
to establish a joint home here in Fenelon Falls at what is now 
Shiloh Christian Centre.  
The first family to reside on this property was Rev. Winston and 
Joan Cross and their five children. Soon to follow were the 
students and live-in faculty of the Eastern Canadian Apostolic 
Bible Institute, started three years prior in Lindsay. This 25-acre 
property would now house the Bible College, a church, and camp 
facilities. 

Kawartha Lakes Road 8
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The main building, known as The Manor, was a former 
hockey school, complete with kitchen, dining hall, lounge, 
dorm rooms and meeting rooms. The original board of Shiloh 
Christian Centre was committed in their vision for a place 
where people from central and southern Ontario could 
establish a joint home for the Bible School and camp. Many 
changes were made during those first years and community 
support was overwhelming.  
Shiloh Bible College drew students from across Canada, 
offering a three-year diploma program with some of the 
best Bible teachers and ministers as faculty. The Bible 
School students and local congregation faced many 
challenges during those early years. The Bible School 
continued full time until April 1991, with night school 
courses being offered until April 1994.  
The church congregation grew, and Shiloh was faced 
with the daunting task of making more space available. 
So, with pick, axe and wheelbarrows, the lower 
basement area of the Manor was dug out through almost 

four feet of shale to make room for a 
chapel. Many of the congregation and 
students put countless hours into this 
project, with much of the work being 
done by the Boyd girls. The job took 
about two months, with people working 
every night. The need for space was for 
the summer camps. Having many years’ 
experience pitching a tent for various 
camp meetings throughout Ontario, the 
only logical choice was once again a tent 
for the week-long camp services.  
 The congregation continued to grow 
and once again the church was faced 

with needing more space. A big leap of faith saw the beginning of a new era with a sod-turning ceremony in 
April of 1989. The first Sunday morning service in the new church was held in January 1992. The property 
continues to evolve; The Manor and older buildings have been torn down to make way for the new church; the 
Bible school is no longer operating; the church 
congregation and summer camps continue to 
grow; a business office building is currently 
under renovations; and cottages are rented out 
for vacationers during the summer months.  
Since 2005 Shiloh Christian Church has offered 
a free family skate at the arena on New Year’s 
Eve.  
To cope with the challenges and restrictions 
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, Shiloh’s 
services switched to an online format, allowing 
everyone to continue to worship while maintaining the safety of the congregation.

Turning the sod where the new Shiloh Christian 
Church will be is Rev Burrell Cross.  

From (L-R) Jim Marshall, Jerry McAuley, Rev. J. O. 
Moore - Pastor of the ACOP of Ontario, Bob Brohm, 

Winston Cross - Sr. Pastor, Scott Cross - Associate 
Pastor, Brian Farmer - Associate Pastor, & John 

Butler
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G. Hart & Sons Well Drilling Ltd.

142 Kawartha Lakes Rd. 8

Four Generations of Well Drillers -(L-R) Bryan Watson, Ken Hart, 
Clarke Watson & George Hart

The well drilling 
business started with 
George Hart in 1936 
and has continued 
through his son Ken 
Hart, his grandson 
Clarke Watson, his 
great-grandson, 
Bryan Watson and 
now the fifth 
generation is working 
in the business - 
Bryan & Brandy’s 
son, Raury Watson.
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 Remembering When (c.1985)…. By Belinda Wilson  
Through the eyes of Marg 

(Holliday) Allen … Owning 
a Tourist Lodge  

In 1946 Marg (Holliday) 
Allen and parents (Anna & 
Fred Holliday) purchased the 
Hearthstone, a boarding 
house facing onto Cty Rd 8. 
Originally it was designed to 
accommodate management 
from the sawmill/lumber 
company which was located 
on the present sight of 
Fenelon Falls Marina Inc.  
The Hollidays used the Hearthstone as a tourist lodge and also rented out the 3 

cottages and 4 cabins on the premises. 
Later, they also took in boarders from Allen 
Wood Products, (no relation) and for $10/
week, the boarders received 3 meals a day, 
7 days a week and also had their laundry 
done.  
Mrs. Allen recalls that the dining room 
table, which along with a few smaller 
tables, could seat 50 people, was often used 
as a ping-pong table. At that time, the 
welfare of Fenelon Falls wasn’t dependent 
on the tourist industry, and each 
establishment worked independently, as 

there was no tourist association. There were few tourist lodgings around the area, and not many of 
those served meals.  
Mrs. Allen recalled that one summer her meat supplier, Canada Packers, had an extremely good 
deal on buffalo meat. She bought quite a bit of it, prepared it, and served it to the boarders, who she 
says, were none the wiser. Steaks were a treat, and the buffalo steaks were enjoyed by all of them. 
One of the big changes in Fenelon Falls that Mrs. Allen remembers is the opening of the Fenelon 
Theatre in 1948. They sold in 1958, and Mrs. Allen left the tourist lodge business for other things. 
But her memory of the era remains clear and her experiences and recollections enable us to further 
understand the early tourist industry, and to recapture the past.

4 Redwing Ave.

Redwing Avenue
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After the mill closed,  Annie Nie 
bought the house, and had the 
hearth and chimney built. She 

named it "The Hearthstone”. In 
1946 Anna M. (Handley) 

Holliday bought it and used it as 
a tourist lodge

The Rotary Club of Fenelon Falls met 
at the Hearthstone weekly for a 
number of years and many wedding 
receptions and anniversaries were 
catered to as well. One wedding 
reception was Al & Hazel 
(Cunningham) Graham’s on December 
22, 1951. Hazel said it was such a 
beautiful wedding with the snow.

Al Graham & Hazel Cunningham Wedding 
Reception at theHearthstone 

December 22, 1951 
(L-R) Best Man, Raymond Suggitt, Al and Hazel Graham, 
Matron of Honour, June (Whitfield) Nesbitt and Flower Girl, 
Norma (Shea) Truman

Hazel and Al drove to the United States for their 
honeymoon.They went to New York, Washington DC 
and on New Years Eve they where in Philadelphia . The 
hotel had a TV in the lobby and a lot of the guests went 
there to watch the ball drop at midnight from Times 
Square in New York City. When they got married, Hazel 
was a teacher at that time and did not have the full two 
weeks off at Christmas. She asked Marg Allen (Kathy 
Arscott’s mom) to substitute for her at school so she and 
Al would not have to rush back from their honeymoon. 
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16 Oriole Rd.

With the advent of 
electrical and steam 
power in Fenelon Falls it 
was no longer  necessary 
for a mill to be situated 
below the falls or beside 
the swift moving Fenelon 
River to operate their 
machinery. This allowed 
saw mills to be located on 
Cameron Lake.  
The Mickle  and Dyment 
Saw Mill was put up 
where That Place on 
Cameron Restaurant and 
Fenelon Marina is now 
located. After the sawmill 
closed down its building 
was used as the Cameo 
Beach Dance Hall, 
purchased by Jack Marshall (Jim Marshall's father) in 1945. Then Clare King started King’s Marina, 
followed by his son David King, then Harold Garner and Dave Nelson. The marina burnt down on 
October 26, 1996. The marina was rebuilt and Fenelon Falls Marina opened its doors there. Then 
Fenelon Falls Marina built a large retail building across the road with lots of storage space for boats. It 
then became That Place on Cameron Restaurant.

Constructing the Mickle & Dyment Saw Mill in the early 1900's.

One thing Jim Marshall, son of 
Jack Marshall, remembers well 
about the dance hall - was how 

well waxed the dance floor 
was. He would run across it 

and slip and hit the back of his 
head.

Oriole Road

Cameo Beach Dance Hall (Pavilion)
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Cameo Beach Dance Hall

Wednesday September 26, 1990 - Historical Edition to the Fenelon Falls Gazette - written by Tom Wilkinson 

Many relationship was made there, while toes tapped and bodies bobbed on the 
dance floor of the old Cameo 
Dance Hall in Fenelon Falls. 
While Fenelon area resident Jim 
Marshall doesn’t remember when 
it was originally built he know 
the history of the building after 
his father (Jack) purchased it in 
1945. “I think someone had 
renovated it into a dance hall and 
then they bought it,” Jim 
Marshall said in an interview. His 

father, Jack Marshall, was well 
known throughout the area as a 
performer, particularly with his Jack Marshall Dance Band. Mr. Marshall and his band 
played in places like Lindsay, Peterborough and Port Hope. Jim Marshall said his dad 
arrived in Canada from England when he was six years old, living in the Peterborough 
area.He said his father’s musical career started in 1929. “My mother was down the 
Glenarm Road,” he said. “For 25 years my father played the organ at the Church at 
Sturgeon Point,” he commented. Jack Marshall also performed at the American Hotel 
in Peterborough (now the Red Dog Tavern) over a 
span of 20 years. But when Jack Marshall bought 
the Cameo Dance Hall, it was a time to settle down. 
He says the Cameo Dance Hall use to be the place 
to be on the weekend in Fenelon Falls. Jim 
Marshall’s uncle, Cliff Moffatt, built a home near 

the highway, at the front of the property on Hwy. 35A (Kawartha Lakes Rd. 8). 
That home eventually became the Cameo Tea Room.”The dance hall was 
operated from May to September,” Jim said. “A lot of people in the area met 
their future wives or husbands there.” He said the regular dances were held 
Saturday night at the Cameo, and people could come out during the week to 
what he calls “canned music”. “A real good crowd was 500 people,” Jim said. 
“I used to help cleanup on Sundays.” With his sister Mary, they would pick up 

pennies and nickels that had 
been dropped on the floor. 
“Dad had a type of music 
that people  would come to 
listen to,” Jim said. He and 
his wife Linda owned 
Marshall’s Shell on Lindsay 
St. in Fenelon Falls, and he 
says customers come in still 
who remember the dance 

hall. Visitors to the dance hall 
were a mix of tourists and local resident, he said. Another attraction at the site 
of the Cameo was cabins the Marshalls had for tourists to rent………

Cameo Tea Room
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Kings Marina

1970’s

King's Marina Fire - October 26, 1996 

After the Cameo Beach Dance Hall closed the building 
became King’s Marina. In these four pictures you see the 
cribs being made to hold rocks to form the docks at the 
marina. This work was done by W.G. Jackett & Sons.
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That Place On Cameron Restaurant

Fenelon Falls Marina

Today, That Place on Cameron Restaurant sits on the property where King’s Marina and the Cameo 
Beach Dance Hall were located. Across the road is the Fenelon Falls Marina. All this property at one 
time belonged to the Mickle and Dyment Saw Mill.
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Standard Handle & Pattern Factory (c. 1929 - 1934) 

Originally this property was part of the 
Mickle & Dyment’s sawmill. Later 
(1928) it became the Standard Handle & 
Pattern Factory. The company 
manufactured patterns for industrial use 
as well as handles. When the Standard 
Handle & Pattern Factory was in 
business the employees wages were 
between 15 and 17 ½ cents an hour. The 
factory burnt on June 13, 1942 but before 
it burnt they had branched out and were 
manufacturing rifle stocks. The Second 
World War had started and there became 
a need for them.

West Street North

Back Row (L-R) Henry Thompson, 
Jack MacDonald, Hoarlie Nelson, 
Melrose McFadyen, Maurice 
Thompson, Mervin Pipe, Kenneth 
Barrie, James Grant, Wm. Irwin; 
Third Row (L-R) Ward Brooks, 
Cecil Junkin, Fred Gubbons, Wm. 
Darrington, James Dundas, Archie 
McFadyen, Angus Dundas, Louis 
York, Ewart Sugit; Second Row (L-
R) Gordon Dennis, Georg Gordon, 
Ken Lamb, Jack Beer, Ray Davis, 
George Allen, Arthur Arthur 
Merklinger, Lyle MacNeal, Harry 

Davis, George Aylesbury, Harry Metcalfe; Front Row (L-R) Roy MacNeal, Sam Brasier, Lawrence Freeman, 
Orville Donaldson, Art Nicholls, Alleck Brasier, Robert Webdale, Harry Chapelle, Ernie Southern, Leslie Bulle, 
Lloyd Davis.
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Many of the young 
people in Fenelon 
Falls began their 
working careers at 
this factory. Some 
stayed, while others 
moved on. The 
wages in 1954 were 
around $26.00 a 
week for 45 hours. 
This worked out to 
almost 58 cents an 
hour. 

Allen Wood Products purchased and rebuilt the 
factory and continued with the rifle stocks until the 
war was over. They also produced toys which 
became the bulk of their business. Allen Wood 
Products was owned by George Allen and later his 
sons William and Jim. The production increased 
with the ring toss game and bowling croquet. They 
were known as Allen’s Canadian Toy Builder 
which later got changed to Tinkertoy. (John 
Demerling who had a shop on Water St. - now 
Fenelon Falls Brewing Co. - which made the 
machine that made tinker toys). The company 
closed down in 1972. It was sold and a company named Swedfurn opened. The name changed later to 
Swedesign. A son-in-law (James Mullen) of Jim Allen contacted the Maryboro Museum to donate 

Tinkertoys. He 
wanted somewhere 
to have the 
Tinkertoys displayed 
and have the public 
be able to share in 
the history of these 
toys. Once the 
Museum gets opened 
again (closed 2020 
season due to the 
COVID-19) there is 
a room set up for 
viewing tinker toys. 
for everyone to 
enjoy.

Allen Wood Products
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In August 1974, while looking for an 
empty factory in Canada for a furniture 
company back in Sweden, Jan Fenelius 
found Allen Wood Products going up for 
auction. It was bought by a Swedish 
furniture company. The new factory was 
named Swedfurn.  
Machines were brought in, bought at 
auctions across Ontario, the cement 
walls of the old factory were painted in 
the colours of the Swedish flag - blue 
and yellow. The building was heated by 
steam. The furnace was heated with 
sawdust which was filled by Lorne 
Robinson who later owned Lorne’s Bait 
Shop.  
Twenty employees worked at Swedfurn, 
manufacturing their wooden framed 
upholstered furniture. Furniture was 
delivered to Montreal, Toronto and 
Vancouver to stores that included Sears, 
IKEA and Idomo.  
The company sponsored hockey teams 
and was active in the community. Some 
Swedish families settled in or visited 
Fenelon Falls for a time with ties to the 
furniture industry. They included the 
Feneliuses, Skoogs, Edvinssons, 
Walskogs, Josefssons, Alfredssons, Ann 
(Knall) McConnell and Nilssons. Ingvar 
and Maud Skoog owned Swedfurn from 
1975 - 1984. The Alfredssons owned it 
from 1984 - 1990. For many years later 
it was owned and run by Maud Skoog 
and her sons, Daniel and Chris as 
Swedesign. The buildings of the 
original factory was demolished in 
2013. Today the property is owned by a 
developer who will be building 
condominiums and townhouses. 

Ingvar Skoog bought the Allen Wood Products factory in 1974. 
In 1980 the average wage for a factory worker was $4.00 an 

hour. 

Swedfurn

2020
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Colborne Street 
(West Side)

 Now we cross the two 
bridges and come to the 
"Canadian" side (as it was 
referred to in the past) and 
the downtown core on 
Colborne St.  
 James Wallis, who bought 
the land where Fenelon Falls 
is situated, was actively 
interested in promoting the 
area. It was he who laid out 
the town site plan and had 
Colborne St. cut out through 
the bush. He improved the 
muddy street by having slabs 

laid on it and covered with 
sawdust. When 
needed, more 
sawdust was added.  
 This was not an 
ideal arrangement 
over the years, as the 
sawdust got very 
soggy in wet weather 
and in dry weather 
had a tendency to 
catch fire at the 
slightest spark. 
However, when the 
canal was dug in 
1882 some of the 

stone was broken up and used on the street. This sufficed until 1922 when Colborne St. was paved.  
 Colborne St. has always been the commercial artery of Fenelon Falls. There are only 2 
blocks of stores, but they have served the village and surrounding area since the first general store 
was built by James Fitzgerald - probably soon after  the mills were established. Literally all the stores 
in Fenelon Falls have changed many times since they were first built. They have been enlarged, with 
arches cut through or partitions  removed or they have been made smaller by dividing a store and 
putting in partitions. There have been all kinds of goods and groceries offered for sale beginning 
with the necessities needed by the early settlers - food, hardware and clothing. As the years went by 
peoples' needs and wants changed and the stores changed with them.

Aerial views of Colborne St. looking north c. 1940’s & 2020
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The corner of Colborne St. and Water St. was recognized as a prime piece of property as far back as 
1850 when Daniel Comstock built a log tavern here. It burnt and was replaced with a much more 
substantial hotel by Joseph McArthur in 1854.  
The McArthur House, as it was called, was three storeys high at the front and two storeys at the back. 
This hotel and the building next to it were the only three storey buildings in Fenelon Falls. Joseph 
McArthur owned all the land behind the hotel right back to May St. It was occupied by stone 
outbuildings for the hotel, including stables, storage areas and a livery stable for parking horses and 
rigs. The hotel also rented horses and rigs to visitors. (Today you can rent-a-bike to see the sites of 
Fenelon Falls, but back then it was rent-a-horse).   

In 1883 John Aldous bought the hotel and 
outbuildings from the estate of Mrs. Joseph 
McArthur. This hotel had accommodations for 
50 guests and at the turn of the century charged 
$1.50 per room. In the beginning they attracted 
commercial travellers, men working in the 
village with homes elsewhere and  people 
requiring a stopping place on their way north or 
south.  
As time passed  and economics changed so did 
the hotels. The McArthur House converted  many 
of their rooms into apartments and rented store 
fronts on Colborne St.  
The post office, for one, was located there after 
their fire on the east side of Colborne St. John 
Aldous and his family  ran the hotel until 1947.

McArthur House Hotel

The building closest to the canal with the three storeys was known as the McArthur House Hotel 
and later referred to as the Aldous House.

John Aldous (proprietor of McArthur House Hotel) 
is seen here driving his race horse, Little Hector. 

They won many races.
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 After John Aldous sold to J. M. 
Radey in 1947, Mr. Radey 
opened a Canadian Tire Store in 
the bottom part of the building 
on Colborne St. Over the years 
the second storey was used for 
storage by Canadian Tire and in 
1973 it was necessary to remove 
the third floor due to safety 
concerns. Canadian Tire moved 
across the  bridges to 160 
Lindsay St. on the outskirts of 
Fenelon Falls in 1991. Subway 
opened in 1995. This  building is 
still owned by the Radey family.

The picture on the left (c.1965) shows the Canadian Tire building with the third floor in place. Today 
a Subway franchise (owned by Mitul & Dipti Patel) is now located in the building which was once 

part of the Canadian Tire store. The two pictures above are the same side view 55 years apart.

7 Colborne St.

Jim Curtis’ daughter - Elizabeth  
Jean Curtis (1942) had her photo 
taken by J. H. Stanton 
Photography. In the background 
you can see the building which 
is now Subway. There is a water 
fountain to the left and on the 
side of the building you can see 
a small balcony. 
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13 Colborne St.

Nine-year-old Herbert John Townley, (Herb A. Townley's father) came from 
England in 1892 with his father, J.J. Townley. J.J. had been a tailor in 
Portsmouth, England. The family came to Fenelon  Falls, and eventually 
established a tailoring business of their own. The business took up the entire 
three floors of the building it occupied. J.J. died on October 11, 1907, and H.J. 
and his brother, A.L., took over the business. They changed the name to 
Townley Brothers. Herbert was the cutter and fitter, while Art was the salesman. 
His territory extended from Fenelon Falls to North Bay to Sault Ste. Marie. He 
would be away two or three months at a time as he also went to lumber and 
mining camps to take orders. Business was always good, as it had an excellent  
reputation, and the Townleys became exceptionally busy  after WWI. At one 
point, there were 30 people working there, among them, Frank Rutherford, Archie Trudell (father of 
Blanche Trudell, the Bell Operator), who worked for the business for at least 30 years, and Dick and 
Millen Quigg. It was said that "If you don't own a Townley suit and a GBD pipe, then you aren't anybody."  

The Depression of the mid 1930's brought 
troubled times. Art died in 1938. H.J. burst an 
ulcer, and in 1938 or 1939 had to surrender the 
business. He became clerk of the town until his 
death in1949. Wilf and Jan Dymond bought the 
building in 1980. Businesses that have come and 
gone are Raintree Farm Wool & Handicrafts 

owned by Sarah Shulman-Milke, Craig Printing owned by William Craig, a gym called Diamond Gym, a 
clothing and lingerie shop, Carol Anne’s, owned by Carol Anne Lewis and then Dymond Cut Salon and 
Beautique owned by Jan Dymond. Jan Dymond retired from the hair dressing business in 2019 and as of 
now the retail store front sits empty.

Dymond Cut Salon Beautique

Edgar Townley operated a tailor business from his 
home on Louisa St. Edgar made the Salvation 

Army clothes. Jerry Jenkinson remembers taking 
his fathers clothes there.
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15 Colborne St.

Harry Curtis owned an ice cream parlour in the centre store 
of the Fraser Cunningham block on the east side of Colborne 
St. When the opportunity arose he moved across the street 
and started Curtis Inn. Along with ice cream they served 
meals and had rooms for rent. In due course Jim Curtis and 

his wife, Mary, took over from 
his father (1940). Jerry Burke 
(brother-in-law to Bob 
VanAlstyne) bought it from Jim Curtis in 1948, and changed the name 
to Jerry’s Inn. The next time the building changed hands was when it 
was sold to Toy and Eileen Quann (1955) who changed the name to 
Jim’s Grill. Mrs. Fred Webster would come and teach them English. 
They had two children (William and Wilson). In the mid 1970’s, 
William was diagnosed with cancer and the family decided to sell and 
move closer to a hospital where William would be having treatment. 
They sold to Clara and Bill Chow and they changed the name to Chows 
Restaurant. When Clara took sick, the Chows then sold to Peter Liu 
who then renamed the restaurant to Sun Ming Restaurant.

Jean (Curtis) McIntyre 
remembers her dad (Jim) would 
build a skating rink behind the 

Inn for her and her sister to 
skate.

Sun Ming Restaurant
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                   James Curtis 
Excerpts from Remembering When - April 15, 1986 
By Ernest Hills / North Kawartha Times 

James Curtis is a lifelong resident of Fenelon 
Falls, his recollections are many and varied. 
Born on a farm on Verulam’s third 
concession, James was only a youngster 
when the family moved into Fenelon Falls in 
1919. In 1924 his father (Harry) purchased 
the building and business which was to 
become the Curtis Inn. Today the building 
still houses a restaurant, Sun Ming Chinese 
Restaurant at 15 Colborne St. He recalls 
those early days when they sold ice cream, 
sandwiches and candy. His wife Mary was 
also involved in the business along with his 
sister Edith Hawe who would bake as many 
as 30 to 35 pies a day to provide dessert for the restaurant patrons. The restaurant business was a 

365 days a year business. Even in those days 
he recalls there was a strong tourist base to the 
economy during the summer months. In 1930 
the family invested in a 95-acre farm, while 
maintaining the restaurant in town. As a 
mixed farm much of the produce went to 
supply the restaurant, including the cull 
chickens. Curtis can recall shipping both eggs 
and cream off the farm, but help became a 
growing problem in the 1940’s and it became 
too much work. They sold the farm to Ken 

Oliver in 1945. Meanwhile Curtis was expanding his tourist operation. In 1944 they built Curtis 
Cabins comprising 12 cottages located on the south side of the channel, between the dam and the 
railroad bridge, now called Summerland Cottages. In 1947 Curtis purchased a 36-foot Harbourcraft 
boat with a 12-foot beam and converted it into an excursion boat for taking cruises. He called it 
“Jean Elizabeth” after his daughter. During the 1950’s James Curtis served the public in another 
capacity. For a total of 9 years, including 4 years on Council and 5 years as Reeve, he served the 
Village of Fenelon as an elected representative. By 1960 Jim Curtis found himself enjoying another 
type of challenge, selling insurance in his own general insurance business. “I enjoyed the insurance 
business the best,” notes Curtis. “The restaurant - getting up at 7 a.m. and not getting to bed until 2 
a.m. was pretty rough.” In 1977 the insurance business was sold to Max MacAlister. Recreation is a 
big factor in tourism, and Jim Curtis has played an important role in the development of tourism 
within the village. He takes the most pride in his role as a volunteer fireman. “I have been on the 
Fenelon Falls fire department since the age of 15. When I was 20 in 1930, I was appointed Fire 
Chief, and remained until the end of 1976 when I retired and Al Graham became Fire Chief. I was 
67 then.” 
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Fenelon Falls Gazette

50 Years Ago This Week 

(1955 - 2005)

Business Places Damaged by Disastrous 
Early Morning Fire 

 A fire which started in the kitchen of Jim’s Grill and 
assumed alarming proportions has left several business places 
closed up or partially so, and the uppers apartments in an extreme 
state of damage and confusion. 

 At 4:15 am on Sunday morning Wm. Mallion observed 
from the power house that smoke was visible above the doorway 
of Jim’s Grill, formerly known as Jerry’s Inn. He informed John 
Taul and another man who were fishing nearby, and the two men 
with some others hurried to awaken occupants of the apartments. 
At about the same time W.E. Chambers, who lived on the top flat 
of the building noticed smoke in the air and opened his door to 
investigate. He was met by a cloud of dense smoke, through 
which he made his way downstairs with only the clothes he was 
wearing, and these were all the belongings he saved. 

 The present owners purchased the Grill this spring and 
opened for business three weeks ago. The interior of the 
restaurant was completely gutted. 

 The local fire department were soon doing all in their 
power to prevent the flames spreading but it was felt necessary to 
call Lindsay for reinforcement, and their supply truck was very 
soon on the scene. Two occupants had to be taken down by 
ladder, another escaped by crawling through a window and onto a 
rood at the rear. Heavy smoke and water damage has been 
suffered in all their apartments, particularly of Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Gamsby, Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Thompson, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Cyril Parrish. The Brandon and Murchison Insurance offices 
which are on the second floor were also victims of the disaster. 
On the ground level Jim’s Grill, the Fenelon Produce, Mrs. 
Hardings’ Barber Shop and Pool Rooms, and the Parish Barber 
Shop are most seriously affected by the disaster, the cause of 
which is yet unknown.
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At one time this building was 
owned by Abe Consky, the father of 
Lou Consky, who built the theater 
on the corner of Colborne St. and 
Bond St. E. Abe Consky had a 
produce store and egg grading 
station here in the 1930's and 40's. 
Joe (Guy) Gamsby worked for him 
after WWII and in 1950 he and two 
partners Elly (Elwood) Thompson 
and Douglas Armstrong bought out 
Mr. Consky. Fenelon Produce was 
very busy because as well as the 

retail outlet  they also had the egg grading station and a delivery 
service. Their truck would go into Toronto to buy fresh fruit and 
vegetables which they would deliver to tourist lodges. After a 
couple of years, Douglas Armstrong left the business. Around 
1960 Joe and Elwood opened their second store, the Carload 
Food Market in the next block north in the Northey's building 
(61 Colborne St.). When Carload Food Market closed Elwood 
Thompson decided to seek other employment and Joe carried on 
with Fenelon Produce until 1967.

From 1898 to the early 1900's this building  was a hardware store. In 1915 W. B. Brandon bought the 
hardware business which he moved across the street (30 Colborne St.) six years later. After Mr. 
Brandon left it became a garage - no gas pumps, just repairs. Then a Mr. McLaughlin bought it and 
changed it into a barber shop and pool room. Jerry Henderson bought it and continued the business 
and then Max Henderson took over around 1950. He went out of barbering in 1962. He said "When he 
was there you could see the double doors which opened to let cars drive in to be serviced." George 
and Aileen Howell had a women's clothing store next. It has also been the Bodi Works (Lorrie 
McConnell) and Remax Real  Estate. Lyons Electronics/Fenelon Electronics and The Source was 
owned by Joe and Cinda Lyons  They sold to Rob Dlouhy and Jacqueline Hall in August 2006. 
Eventually they gave up the Source franchise and changed the name to Kawartha Wireless. They are 
the Internet provider for Shaw Direct and Xplornet. 

19 Colborne St.

17 Colborne St.

Kawartha Wireless

SILSPA & Sip
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Around 1962 after Max Henderson closed his 
barber shop, Dave Hughes (who worked for Max) 
bought his equipment and pool table and moved 
next door and opened up shop on the second floor, 
above Fenelon Produce. Al Hallderson, who was 
Max Henderson's brother-in-law, bought this 
building and the equipment from Dave Hughes and 
moved the Barbershop  and pool table downstairs. 
Fred Newman opened his snowmobile store in this 
location around 1967 and then moved to Lindsay St. 
in 1969. Since then several business es have come and 
gone. Paraphernalia, a gift store run by Bob 
McBlain and Kathy Bartels, was just before 
Tigermoth, owned by John & Carolyn Styga. Sweet 
Bottoms Coffee Shop moved from Francis St. W. to 
this location shortly after Wayne Jolly and Diane 
Reesor purchased the business from Joe Kelly in 
2010. Major renos on the ground floor were done to 
get Sweet Bottoms Coffee opened once again. On 
May 6, 2019 Sweet Bottoms Coffee shop closed as 
they had sold the building to Jessica Hayter. In 
September 2018 Jessica had purchased Silhouette 
Beauty Spa at 48 Colborne St. from Stacie Tasker. 
She renamed the business Silhouette Beauty + Medi 
Spa and renovations were done to make it ready for 
Jessica and her team to move in on January 2, 2020. 
In February 2020, at the front of the building, 
Jessica opened a coffee shop called Sips, where 
Sweet Bottoms had been previously.  Her team 
working in Sips are Noah, Faith and Erin. Jessica 
also teaches yoga upstairs at Lock 34 Yoga. Lisa 
Young of Fenelon Yoga also teaches classes on the 
upper floor.

Sips

The team at Silspa - Michelle, Rachel, Jessica 
(owner), Brianna, Georgia & Kendall

Wayne Jolly, formerly of Sweet 
Bottoms, is on the right of the picture. 

He worked at Sips when it first 
opened.

Silhouette Beauty + Medi Spa
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After 14 years in Fenelon Falls, Al Halldorson, 
known as Al “the Barber” has packed up his 
scissors and pool cues and closed Al’s Barbershop 
and Billiards. The reason, however, was not 
because business was bad, it was because business 
was too good.”It sounds crazy,” says his wife Freda 
“going out because you have too much business.” 
But he’s doing it for health reasons. Last October, 
Al, now 60, had suffered a heart attach and since 
then he has not been able to keep up with his 
regular schedule. He usually rested for about an 
hour in the middle of the day and his customers 
kidded him, calling it “nap time”. When Al took 
over the business from Dave Hughes, the Barber 
and billiards were on the upper floor of the 
Colborne St. Shop. The main floor belonged to a 
fruit market and later a sporting goods store. Al 
moved the shop downstairs and converted the upper 
floor from one big room into an apartment where they have lived since. Freda began collecting money 
from the two pool tables, but it was so busy they pushed back a wall to make room for a third pool 
table. Al says they had some problem initially with some of the pool room kids, but once it was known 
that they would not tolerate bad behaviour, the customers stayed in line. He cleaned up the room and 
put ashtrays on the wall to avoid damaging the pool tables and soon things were running smoothly. 
“One lady never used to let her son come in to the pool room, but once she saw how nice it was … he 
was in.” Al says. Al also saw changes in other places during his stay in Fenelon Falls. “There used to be 
a hump in the middle of the road on Colborne St. so you had to drive down to the curb,” he says. 
“There was also angle parking then and it was quite an episode in the winter.” …Al’s shop has been 
bought by Peter Picken who will make it a gift shop like his one in Bobcaygeon. Al would have liked to 
find a Barber to replace him, but few people take up the Barber trade these days. Al charged only $4.50 
for a haircut - a price that has changed relatively little in 14 years. He was also one of the few people 
who still shaved customer in the traditional way … with a straight razor…

Al the Barber Closes Shop

1985 
Excerpts by Stew Wallace

Al “The Barber” Halldorson gives John Sobko 
one last hair cut before Al retires.
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MacArthur Drugs Guardian Pharmacy

This building has been a drug store since W.T. Junkin opened his door 
in 1888. Dr. A.J. Gould took it over as his office and drug store when 
W.T. Junkin went to Toronto in 1911. After Dr. Gould his son Alvin 
carried on the business until his untimely death. Neil Gregory Sr. 
from Lindsay bought it. His son Neil (Sonny) Gregory managed it 
while living above the store  in the winter and at the family cottage at 
Gregory's Point in the summer. He left in 1952 and Ken MacArthur 
managed it for a year. Ken and his wife Myrtle bought the drug store 
in 1953 and they worked long hours to make it a success. They retired 
in 1984 after 32 years 
and Stan and Ruth 
Sunohara operated it 
until 1999. Raafat 
Ibrahim bought the 
pharmacy from the 

Sunohara’s and his 
son Sherif joined him 
in the family 
business.

21 Colborne St.

Raafat & Sherif Ibrahim (father & son)
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The Village Shop

Modern Photography & Image Combining  
by Sharon Walker

This picture shows the inside of Burgoyne ’s store - 
early 1900’s.

W. Burgoyne & Son

This picture of W. Burgoyne & Son's Dry Goods & 
China Store was taken in 1958. It is now The 

Butterfly Boutique

23 Colborne St.

Butterfly Boutique

In 1910 the former manager of the Standard Chemical 
Factory, C.W. Burgoyne, opened a grocery store in 
Fenelon Falls.  In a short time he had expanded it to 3 
stores; one sold dry goods and then later became a 
bake shop, and an archway connected the businesses.  
Mr Burgoyne’s employees were paid in coins used 
only in his businesses. January 1, 1965 the store was 
bought by Ron and Elsie Watson. They called it the 
Village Shop. They kept as much of the original decor, 
using the same glass show cases to display goods and 
preserving the ornamental tin ceiling.  Later on their 
daughter Rhonda took on more and more aspects of 
running the store. She used the original cash register, 
writing all the bills by hand, using a ledger hand 
written to show sales -  all in an effort to preserve the 
feeling of the past as much as possible. 



139

The Butterfly Boutique

Natasha Booth grew up in Bobcaygeon and then worked 
as a social worker and also as an Education Assistant for 
the local schools.  Natasha’s mother Lynda taught her 
about working hard and following your dreams, so Easter 
Weekend in 2007 The Butterfly Boutique opened its 
doors. The first location was on the east side of Colborne 
St.  In 2020 an opportunity presented itself in the historic 

building across the street. Business owner Rhonda 
Watson was retiring and her store, known as Watson’s 
Village Shop was closing after 55 years in business.  
Rhonda had managed to run the store with the same 
cash register which, despite its age, had only been sent 
in for repair once.  Rhonda didn’t use a computer, cell 
phone or social media and it proved difficult to keep 
running the business in a world of e-transfers, online 
shopping, social media and emails.  After 4 months of 
renovating in the middle of a pandemic with the help of 
her staff and family the 
Butterfly Boutique 
opened its new doors 
on June 27th, 2020.  
The store uses the two 
original glass cabinets; 
one still has the brass 

ruler that was used to 
measure bolts of fabric and carries a stamp dated April 24, 1874.   
When the pandemic hit the Butterfly Boutique kept up by providing 
special personalized bags for Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, 
birthdays and graduation which could be picked up curb-side or 
delivered. The store got things going online as well as in the store 
and have joined with the Barn & Bunkie to provide customers with 
after-hours shopping experiences by appointment.

Rhonda Watson passes the keys to 
Natasha Booth while maintaining social 

distancing of six feet during the 
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Frank Brown's Red & White

Fetch Pet Supply is in the northern section of 
what was once Burgoyne's Dry Goods Store. After 
the dry goods it became a grocery store. The first 
grocer (1928) was R.N. (Dick) Mitchell and then 
Frank Brown operated it as a Red & White store.  
Gratton Rutherford took over the grocery business 
until Bob Fotheringham  (Fotheringham's Bakery) 
moved to this location in 1974. From 1993 - 1999 
Ian and Arlene Colman ran the bake shop, 
renaming it the Chelsea Bun. In 2000 Kathy and 
Ed Stackhouse purchased the building and 
renovated it. They moved Kathy’s Pet Food store 
from behind the Livery Stable on May St. to this 
location. Kathy and Ed sold to Elaine Phillips 
who changed the name to Fetch Pet Supplies.

25 Colborne St.

R. N. Mitchell's Grocery Store

Chelsea Bun

Standing in front of R. N. Mitchell’s Grocery Store 
is (L-R) Helena (Burgoyne) Graham, Jean & 

Florence Moffat

Kathy's Pet Food Plus opened in 1993 in 
the building which had been Touch Wood, 6 
Francis St. W. A year later the business  
was relocated behind the Livery Stable. In 
2000, they bought the old bake shop on 
Colborne St. and moved the  business there.

Fetch Pet Supply
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FOTHERINGHAM’S BAKERY CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES 

Submitted by Debbie Turner, who worked for a time with Fred Worrell at the bakery. 
“I got this recipe from Fred Worrell after he retired as the baker at Fotheringham's Bakery.  

The original recipe was for 40 dozen cookies, I have adapted it down to approximately 10 dozen.” 

INGREDIENTS: 
1 ¾ cups white sugar  
2 cups brown sugar  
1 lb. vegetable shortening  
4 ¾ cups all purpose flour  
1 teaspoon baking soda  
1 teaspoon salt  
3 eggs  
1 ½ cups chocolate chips  
1 teaspoon vanilla  

DIRECTIONS: 
1.Cream together white sugar, brown sugar, shortening, eggs and vanilla.  
2.Mix dry ingredients together, add to creamed mixture and mix well.  
3.Add chocolate chips.  
4.Make 1-inch balls, set about 3 inches apart on a greased cookie sheet and flatten down with 
hand.  
5.Bake at 350F for 6-8 minutes or until just set.  
6.Remove immediately from pan.  

NOTES: 
Makes approximately 10 dozen. These cookies are soft and chewy if not over-baked. 
Because this makes such a large batch of cookies, they can be frozen them after they are baked 
and cooled. If they are baked just enough that they are soft and chewy you can eat them right out 
of the freezer (I have) or a few seconds in the microwave beings them right back to warm like they 
were fresh out of the oven, with the chocolate chips melty again. 
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In the early 1900's 
Ethel Robson had 
a small fancy 
goods store at 47 
Colborne St. and 
Fred Warren 
worked for 
William Campbell 
in his large dry 
goods store at 28 
Colborne St. In 
1912 after Ethel 
and Fred married 
they pooled their 
experience and 
opened a dry 
goods store at 27 

Colborne St. The 
store changed with the times and eventually became Warren's Variety. After Fred retired, his 
daughter Mary (Warren) Thurston carried on the business. In 1964 Ed Taylor bought the store and 
renamed it Taylor's Variety Store. He was also an associate dealer with Stedmans, a chain of 
department stores. Ed Taylor sold it to Pat Durr in 1976 who kept the Stedman connection and 
renamed it Stedman's. In 1991 Utsav and Sunita (Sonny) Bhatt, who came here from London 
England, bought from Pat Durr and established a Pick N’ Save department store. They also had the 
Sears parcel and catalogue outlet. This is one of the few stores in Fenelon Falls which had one 
continuous use, operating as a retail business since Fred and Ethel Warren opened their doors in 
1912. In 2009 Randy Meredith opened Grr8 Finds Market, a multi-vendor marketplace, at this 
location. Shortly after opening at 27 Colborne St. he expanded to 29 Colborne St. In 2020 he is still 
operating Grr8 Finds Markets.

27 Colborne St.

Pick N' SaveStedmansTaylor's Variety Store

Warren's Store 1912

Grr8 Finds Markets
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Grr8 Finds Markets

Grr8 Finds Market opened in February 27, 2009 
with 15 vendors.  In May 2009 he opened a second 
store beside his first location.  They have now 
grown to include 50 vendors and 1900 consignees.  
In the beginning it was run solely by Randy 
Meredith.  His parents Ellison and Mary Jane 
helped to keep the doors open 364 days a year, only 
closing on Christmas Day. The store complement  
now includes Jeannie, Rylee, Donna, Jessica and 
Cody on staff.  In the summer of 2020 the store was 

featured on HGTV’s Scott’s Vacation House Rules. 
The store started out as an antiques shop but has 
evolved to include eclectic and new merchandise 
as well as the popular Andy’s Candy Shop which 
opened in 2011, which features candies from today 
as well as a taste of the past. The store is a hub in 
the community  -  a safe place where many of the 
high school students can come and feel 
comfortable.  Grr8 Finds has been creative and 
supportive of community events including Harvest 

Happenings, Diva 
Night, Films by the 
Falls and Wicked and 
Whimsy. During the 
pandemic the store 
used social media to 
maintain its profile, 
with its Wacky 
Wednesdays outfits 
and online auctions. 
They quickly became 
one of the places to go 
for handmade masks. 

Wacky Wednesday at Grr8 Finds Markets 
It all started with a bold statement to always be true to your wildest self. It has grown into an 

inspirational creative project “Wacky Wednesday”. This is our reminder to you to live out loud 
and to follow your craziest dreams!
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In 1938, Martin Devitt moved into Fenelon 
Falls  from a farm in Verulam Township. He 
wanted to buy a business and the only one for 
sale was a bake shop so he bought it. It was his 
second choice, as he really wanted a gas 
station. The bake shop had been started by 
Herb Gill Sr. and later run by his brother-in-
law Steve Nevison. In 1945 Martin Devitt 
made another career move - he rented the 
bakery to Stan Flett. In 1948 Burnie Bell, who 
really wanted a bake shop bought the building 
and business and began Bell's Bakery. Fred 
Worrell, who was a baker in Fenelon Falls  for 
40 years worked for Martin Devitt as well as 
Burnie Bell. When Burnie retired in 1965 Bob 
Fotheringham took over the business. In 1974 
Fotheringham's Bakery moved south to 25 

Colborne St.where Fetch Pet Supply is located. That same year Peter and Hanny (Hannelore) 
Rentel bought the building from Burnie Bell and the hairdressing business from Peggy Anne (Mrs. 
Walter Junkin) and set up their own establishment called Peter's Hairstyling Place. In September of 
2010 Jennifer Swanson took over from Peter and changed the name to Salon 31. Jennifer had been 
working for Peter for fourteen years prior to this, when had her start at the salon as a shampoo girl. 
One day when she was getting her hair cut Peter and Jennifer discussed the possibility of her 
beginning an apprenticeship as a hairdresser and the rest is history.

At one time this building was Tom Arnold's grocery 
and shoe store. This building had many uses, 
including a butcher shop run by Harry Webster, then 
Ted Watt and later Bob Vanalstyne. As well it was 
Victoria Sports owned by Tom Townley and then it 
was Remax Real Estate. In May 2009 it became a 
part of Grr8 Find Markets.

31 Colborne St.

29 Colborne St.

Grr8 Finds Markets
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Bread  21 cents a loaf 
Scones  38 cents a dozen 
Onion Rolls  28 cents ½ dozen 
Raisin Buns  45 cents dozen  
Tea Biscuits  40 cents dozen 
Donuts  50 cents dozen 
Brownies (foil) 50 cents each 
Apple & Raisin Pie 55 cents each 
Birthday Cakes $2.00 & 3.50 
each

1965 Price List - Bell's Bake Shop

Cup Cakes   40 cents ½ dozen 
Apple Turnovers  40 cents ½ dozen 
Raspberry Turnovers  35 cents ½ dozen 
Cherry Tarts  40 cents ½ dozen 
Butter Tarts  35 cents ½ dozen 
Raisin Squares  30 cents ½ dozen 
Brownies   30 cents ½ dozen 
Mincemeat   30 cents ½ dozen 
Date Bars   50 cents dozen 

Bell’s Bakery

(L-R) Burnie Bell & Bev (Thompson) 
Bolton inside Bell’s Bake Shop. 

(c.1950's) 

Burnie Bell
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Mark Fell built this cement block building for Bill 
Black, who was a Barber in the early 1920's. Dr. 
Foster Graham rented the upper floor for his 
dentist office in 1924. Joe Kelly, who worked for 
Bill Black, bought the barber business in 1927 and 
after 24 years he sold it to Murray Bulmer in 
1951. Mark Fell had built a one-storey addition on 
the back in 1948 and Dr. Foster Graham, dentist, 
and his son Dr. William (Bill) Graham, family 
doctor, set up their practices there. The upper floor 
was converted to apartments. When Dr. Foster 
Graham died in 1960 after having just completed 
his day's work, Dr. Bill stayed on there for a 
couple of years and then moved to the Nie house 
(now Diana’s Gift Shop) at 21 Francis St. Murray 
Bulmer added an upper storey to the back for 
more apartments. He moved his barber business to 
the back of the building and rented the store front 
to Ron Hopkins in 1980. Ron Hopkins had a Men's Wear and Shoe Repair store. Bill Spiers was 
next with Fenelon Men's Wear which he in turn sold to Pat Durr in 1986. The name was changed 
to The Clothes  Line. Shopper’s Emporium moved to this location and later Pauline Petersen and 
her sister Donna Ormston bought the building from Pat Durr and opened 2 Sisters Dollar Store. 
Later they sold and Queen B’s opened, followed briefly by Houghton Creek. The building is for 
sale in 2020.

Bill and Carolyn Spiers 
Article from the Chamber of Commerce  

by Doreen Field 

In 1968, with no lease and only a businessman’s hand shake, they rented their first store from 
June & Fred Raby. The store was located right beside June & Freds Restaurant on Colborne St. 
They called it “Shirt Shack”. In 1970, the Spiers moved to Fenelon Falls to a lovely Victorian 
home on Francis St. W. With Bill seeing the need for expansion of the men’s line, he moved to 
larger quarters across the street under the name Fenelon Men’s Wear ,which he operated until 
1986 when Pat Durr Enterprises purchased the business. After several years of trying retirement, 
Carolyn saw the need for a shoe store in Fenelon Falls, and opened “Sneakers” back in the 
original location as tenants once again of June & Fred Raby. After the Rabys sold their building 
(June & Fred’s Restaurant) they moved Sneakers to 3 Francis St. W. In the fall of 1991, 
Sneakers was sold to Joanne and Keith Brandon.

Fenelon Men’s Wear

33 Colborne St.
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Dr. Bill (William) Graham - Retired after 50 years - July 1998  
Remembering When - January 1985 
By Belinda Wilson   

Dr. Bill Graham remembers winter Saturdays spent tagging onto 
cutters and sleighs passing through Fenelon Falls and riding out 
to Nelson’s Corner, at which point the young boys would get off 
and tag another one heading back into town. Or else they would 
go to the rink (Moss Littleton ran it then) and you paid 5 cents 
to play hockey. Such are his boyhood memories. “Medicine was 
a Graham tradition … it was that way with a lot of families … 
My dad was a dentist, and I had seen too much of that to be 
interested, so I became a doctor,” Dr. Bill explained. “My dad 
and I practised together behind what use to be Bulmer’s Barber 
Shop.” “I used to sneak out the back and go into the bakery for 
a cookie, Bernie Bell had it then,” The life of a country doctor 
was by no means relaxing. Dr. Graham (or Doc Bill as he is 
known to everyone) made house calls, travelling to Kinmount, 
Cambray and Glenarm to see patients. There was no such thing 
as such thing as medical plans, and when people couldn’t pay 
for the medical attention they often gave Dr. Graham produce, 
eggs and the like. “We weren’t as busy then as doctors are now. 
A lot of that is because people couldn’t afford to see a doctor for every little thing. Often they were too 
sick before they sought medical attention.” Dr. Graham was on call 24 hours a day 7 days a week. “I 
had office hours Sunday afternoon, and 6 nights a week. Lots of times I didn’t finish up until midnight 
… I would have to go out and wake up the last patient,” he recalled. Because doctors did not receive a 
guaranteed income, Dr. Graham was often able to reward himself by providing free medical serviced if 
the situation called for it. “ I got self satisfaction out of practising for nothing,” he said. “The winters 
were colder then, as I remember, and I recall getting stuck on my rounds, and having to be pulled out 
with horses.” Despite living right across from the public school, which was at the top of town (147 
Colborne St.) he was always late for school. Dr. Graham has many memories of the village. For 
instance, all the houses on the main street had fences on the front yards. The reason for this was that in 
the spring, farmers would drive their cattle through town to pasture, and the fences kept the cattle from 
running across the lawns. Before the Post Office was built on the main street (37 Colborne St.) the 
vacant lot was used for the horseshoe pitch. “Horseshoes was the big thing in Fenelon Falls. After the 
Post Office was built, the pitch was moved to the lot where the Sunshine Market parking lot was. (48 
Colborne St.). When they put up lights for the horseshoe pitching, that was really something!”  Doc 
Bill recalls. He, like many residents of the village, was disappointed when the cluster of buildings at 
the falls was torn down. “When boaters came up the river, as soon as they saw the bell tower, and all 
those buildings they knew they were in Fenelon Falls. The town has lost its distinctiveness in that 
respect. But the downtown core is something to be proud of. The main street has changed drastically 
over the years, but everything you need is right there.” Having gone into semi-retirement after a 
practice which started in 1948, Dr. Bill Graham is still busy, not only with medicine, but with other 
aspects of his life - he and his wife raise cattle, and the daily chores keep them busy, as do their 3 dogs 
and 4 cats. It is understandable that after leading such a busy life for so long, Dr. Graham would find 
full retirement difficult … it is better to ease into it slowly.

March 27 1923 - August 23, 2016
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Cornerstone For Fenelon Falls Post Office

A large crowd gathered around the new Post Office for its official 
opening in 1936. 

Bert Sinclair, postmaster, stands 
behind the counter of the Post Office 
giving us a view of what it looked like 
from the other side when it was 
located in what is now the CIBC.

Fenelon Falls Post Office 

There has been continuous Postal 
Service in Fenelon Falls from 
1838 to the present day. In 1838 
James Wallis was given the 
contract to bring the mail from 
Manilla to Fenelon Falls. In 1852 
a weekly route from Lindsay was 
established. The first post office 
was situated where the Fellowship 
Baptist Parsonage is now. Next it 
was on the east side of Colborne 
Street in the vicinity of the present 
Red Apple. In 1916, fire 
destroyed this building and they 
moved the Post Office across the 
street into the McArthur House 
(now Subway). It was in this Post 
Office that post boxes were first 
installed. Foster Kelly received 
Box #1 and today it is still in the 
Kelly name. In 1935 the 
cornerstone was laid for the Post 
Office on the site of the now  
CIBC. After 33 years this building 
became inadequate for the 
expanding services of the Post 
Office and a new one was built on 
Market St. in 1968.

37 Colborne St.

Cornerstone being laid at the post office (1935). Harold 
Townsend was one of the contractors who worked on the Post 
Office. His daughter, Mary Jean (Herron), cut the ribbon at 
the official opening. 

According to written recollections by Art Pogue, "The 
southwest corner of Francis and Colborne Sts.was a 

large vacant lot with a Bandstand located in the 
middle. The Bandstand was later moved to where the 

War Memorial stands in Market Square."
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August 1992 - Renovations begin 
for the new "Automated Teller" 

Machine - ATM

November 1992 - New Entrance. 

CIBC -  Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce (CIBC) 
opened its doors in the previous Post Office on 
June 14, 1969. Pictured above on opening day - 

third from left Lois Gamsby

Blue Jay Baseball Fever - October 1985

Back Row (L-R) Elaine Ward, 
Ron Molyneaux, Janeen 

Davidson, Lois Gamsby Front 
Row (L-R) Kathy Stewart, Elaine 

Graham, Lorna Graham, Anne 
Forbes
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The Bank of Montreal has been in Fenelon Falls since 1906. The Bank of Montreal started out across the 
street at 30 Colborne St. (Brandon & Gamble building).They moved to its present location at the corner 
of Colborne and Francis St. W. in 1918 when it merged with the Bank of British North   America. At one 
time the north part of the Bank of Montreal building had been a Butcher Shop. Some of the owners 
were Paul Oulette, Bill Bothwick and Earl Vanatter. It eventually was incorporated into the remodelling 
of the Bank of Montreal. The first Bank Manager was R. M. Hamilton. In 2020 Cari Tracey is the 
Branch Manager of Customer Service. 

BMO -Bank of Montreal

Bank of British North America opened in 
Fenelon Falls in 1902.

39 Colborne St.

Bank of British North 
America

Inside the Bank of British North America
Pass Book from the Bank of 

British North America
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1961 Staff Bank of Montreal get 
together  

(L-R) Margaret Graham, Sandra Beynon, 
Shirley Flett, Audrey Beggs, Joyce Sharp 

Front Row - Catherine MacKay

Peg Sheehey Remembers When, 1985 

Peg Sheehey started banking in 1950 as a 
stenographer at the Bank of Montreal. In 1953 she 
left to raise her family, but circumstances brought 
her back to the bank in 1954 for a “temporary time 
while they found a replacement” she said and was 
still there as of 1985. Mrs. Sheehey’s positions at 
the Bank have gone from stenographer, teller, chief 
clerk, Assistant Manager (1969) and in 1983 
Branch Manager. Gone are the days of one teller 
being locked in a Teller Cage. Now there are 
automated teller machines (ATM), computers and 
access to your money anywhere you 
go……..Peggy Sheehey retired in 1987 after 37 
years at the BMO.

Celebrating 175 years of Bank of Montreal 
Back Row (L-R) Sharon Kimble, Kathy 

Graham, Sue Chianelli, Lynn Scott 
Front Row (L-R) Lynn Cordick, Peg Sheehey, 
Jane Barkwell, Anne Gamsby, Cheryl Pearson 

& Penny Northey

Peg Sheehey’s Retirement Party, 1987 
(L-R) Irene Liscombe, Jane Barkwell, Ann Tufts, 
Kathy Graham, Lynn Scott, Peg Sheehey, Anne 

Gamsby, Cheryl Pearson & Sharon Kimble 

Clare Irwin, Bank 
Manager from 1960-1968 
came to congratulate Peg 
Sheehey on her retirement.



152

On August 10, 2018 Anne (Patterson) 
Gamsby retired as Branch Manager of the 
Bank of Montreal. Here she is showing all 
the different name tags she has had over the 
past 41 years.Anne started with the Bank of 
Montreal on March 15, 1977 and in 1999 she 
became the Bank Manager.

Lynn Cordick Retired 1994

Bank Of Montreal Managers since 1950 
Lyle Cordick - 1950-1957; H.C. McLean - 1957-1960; J. Clare Irwin - 1960-1968; Dave Goldsmith 
- 1968-1971; Jack Bannister - 1971-1975; Bud Allen - 1975-1977; Bob Morrow - 1977-1980; Lynn 

Cordick - 1980-1983; Peg Sheehey - 1983-1989; Lynn Cordick - 1989-1994; Jim Lurd - 
1994-1995; Cheryl Pearson - 1995-1999; Anne Gamsby - 1999-2018;  

Drew Leeder - 2018-2019; Cari Tracey - 2019-Present.

Cheryl (Vanatter) Pearson Retired 
2012

Anne (Patterson) Gamsby 
Retired 2018

Cheryl Pearson started at Bank of Montreal in 
March 1976 and retired February 2012.She 
was there for 36 years and has seen a 
tremendous change in the banking industry, 
including computerization. She started as a 
savings clerk - updating customer passbooks 
(by hand), interest and service charges were 
calculated manually. Next Cheryl moved to - 
Posting Clerk, Teller, Customer Service, 
Loans and Investments, Assistant Manger., 
Branch Manager, Market Area Manager, 
Service Leader, Personal Banking Area 
Manager. She covered areas from the 
Kawarthas, Peterborough, Northumberland, 
Haliburton, Muskoka, Barrie , Orillia , 
Midland, Alliston, Bradford, Sutton. ( A total 
of 22 branches ). Throughout all the changes, 
Cheryl was fortunate to always call Fenelon 
Falls her home branch.
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Long before Palmer's Insurance Sydney Gaynor moved into this location. He had a furniture store 
that burnt down on Francis St. W. After Gaynor it was the Mechanic's Institute (Fenelon Falls Public 
Library) and then Dr. Whites office and a law office. 

John T. Palmer, John Palmer's grandfather, began the insurance business in 1921. In 1932 or 1933 
his son George and wife Ila Palmer were soon involved and operated the business from their home. 
In 1950 they moved to this location, beside the Bank of Montreal.

43 Colborne St.

Royal Lepage Kawartha Lakes Realty Inc.

Palmer Insurance

ANNOUNCEMENT! 

Having taken over the business of my late father, 
J.T. Palmer, I wish to express my appreciation of 
the patronage shown him, and respectfully solicit 
a continuance of same with myself.  

GEO. H. PALMER 
     

Fire  Casualty   Automobile  Life 

Phone 111             P.O Box 34
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Palmer Insurance 
A Branch of Stewart Morrison Insurance

On the 1898 and 1938 Insurance Maps this building was shown as a store. Harry Moore, former 
Reeve of Fenelon Falls, had a grocery store here in the 1930's. About 1939 he went out of the grocery 
business and started building houses. Harry Robson, Fred Vicars and John Coburn all had used this building 
at one time as a Drug Store. John Coburn’s Drug Store opened in 1949 in this building. In 1969 Tom & Shirley 
Haire moved the Fenelon Falls Gazette from 147 Colborne St. to this location. The Fenelon Falls Gazette and the 
Bobcaygeon Independent had been doing their own printing and it had become unfeasible for each paper to 
continue. This location was strictly an office for the Gazette.

47 Colborne St.

John Palmer worked for his dad, George H. 
Palmer, during the summer while in school. 
After graduating, John started to work full 
time. He got his Insurance Brokers License and 
became an associate with the Insurance 
Institute of Canada. Berteena Palmer (John’s 
wife) became a registered Insurance Broker 
and joined the firm as a partner in 1977. John 
and Berteena have three children, George, 
Jocelyn and Janette

Over the years there have been renovations and 
expansion to the Palmer Insurance office. After 

John Palmer died in 2013 the business became a 
branch of Stewart Morrison Insurance.

Moore’s Grocery Store - Coburn’s Drug Store - Fenelon Falls Gazette

Berteena & John A. Palmer - 1997
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W. T. Robson & Son - Farm Implement Shop 

During the 1930's when the International 
Plowing Match was held in Lindsay, 
Monty W. Robson was asked to be on the 
local committee for the Match. He and 
his dad were in the farm implement 
business (W. T. Robson & Son) so he 
was an obvious choice for the committee. 
Some of the contestants for the Plowing 
Match came from long distances and 
there had to be provisions made for 

plowing equipment to be loaned to them because it was too far to bring their own. M. W. Robson made 
arrangements with local farmers who had recently bought new tractors to agree to loan them to the 
Plowing Match. In the picture above are the tractors lined up in front  of Robson ’s shop, having being 
brought in on Thanksgiving morning and then driven to Lindsay where the Plowing Match was being 
held. It was raining that day.

49 Colborne St.& 51 Colborne St.

W. T. Robson & Son Farm Implement Shop 
was located in what today is the Daisy 

Mart and Remax Realty building

The Daisy Mart building was built by W. T. Robson for his farm implement business. His son Monty 
took over selling farming equipment. Next was Newell Watson who bought the business in 1959 and 
changed the name to Watson’s Farm Implements, continuing the tradition of selling farm equipment 
from this location. Over the years, with economic and technical changes happening, the merchants of 
Fenelon Falls have had to adjust from horse-drawn farm implements to computerized equipment. This 
building, which also housed Beckers around 1976, has seen different owners and very different 
services. It has gone from selling farm implements in the early 1900's to computers. Jean McKendry, a 
niece of Archie and Harry McKendry, opened a clothing and yarn store here in the 1950's. When Jean 
took sick and died in 1993, Alexis Everson opened a Pet Food store in this space. Now Remax All 
Star Realty Inc. operates in a separate part from Daisy Mart.

Daisy Mart & Remax All  Star Realty Inc
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Farm Equipment Delivery Day

During the fall and winter farmers would order parts for their farm machinery from the 
Robson Implement Shop. It would all be delivered by train in March. The farmers met the 
train and loaded the unassembled parts on their sleighs. W. T. Robson and his staff went out to 
the farms and installed the parts onto the machinery, making them ready for service in the 
spring. The picture above shows the farmers ready to go to meet the train. The same process 
took place in June so the machines would be ready for the harvest. In the picture  below the 
farmers are ready to meet the train again for their harvesting machinery parts.
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In 1898 there was a planing mill in the area 
where Pharmasave - Fenelon Falls 
Pharmacy is today. When Wes Pogue 
bought the land from Alfred Northey it was 
vacant. Wes Pogue built the garage in two 
sections. The first, in 1915, just before he 
moved from his bicycle shop across the 
street and the second in 1928. In 1931 a 
Chevrolet Standard Sedan car cost $820.00, 
taxes, bumpers and spare tire were extra. 
The garage was operated in the northern 
section and the car showroom was in the 

south. There were apartments upstairs. When Art and Ethel Pogue were first married they lived in one 
of the apartments. Art helped his father in the garage until he went overseas during WW II. When Art 
returned from the war he continued in the business his father had started. The showroom for the new 
cars was located in the part that is now Pharmasave. Gerald Palmer bought this section of the building 
from Art Pogue in 1963 and moved his business, Palmer Electric here. He he was able to have a 
showroom for appliances. Dave Stinson bought the building in 1980 and moved from the McFarland 
building across the street. Dave Stinson sold Stinson Pharmacy and there have been a couple of owners 
before Phong Tan purchased the Pharmacy.

53 Colborne St.

Palmer Electric Employees 1966 
Back Row (L-R) John Bailey, Brandt Phillips, Kal 
King, Ross Stewart, Marg Sills, Judy Martin, Jerry 
Jenkinson, John Sheehey, Heinz Belwan Front 
Row (L-R) Jim Stewart, Nardy Steele, Bob Nugent, 
Wayne Metcalft, Clifford Martin

Pogue's Garage
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Pogue's Garage c. 1929

57 & 59 Colborne

Construction began on the north part of 
Pogue's Garage in 1928. 

Art Pogue sold the north part of the building which was the garage to Don Stephenson, Optometrist  
in 1962. Don Stephenson rented part of the building in 1974 to George & Margaret Rycroft for their 
business - Stitch 'N Thyme. In 1988 Don's daughters sold the building to Kathy & Lorne Arscott  who 
rented out the four units - two commercial and two apartments. Over the years they rented to Great 
Northern Surf Shop, Bottoms up, Jan’s Haircutting & Sun Tanning (Jan Chandler), George Marin, 
Denturist. In 2010, Kathy & Lorne Arscott sold the building to Phong Tan who expanded the 
Pharmasave into those buildings.
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This modern day store - The Video Image is part 
of what was known as the Northey Block and was 
originally two stores. The one closest to Newton’s 
was a bake shop owned by Alfred Northey, a 
brother of Washington. He did all his own baking 
using a large brick oven in a building behind the 
store. The next store was a jewellery and musical 
instrument shop. It was also owned by Alfred 
Northey. His son Lorne took over these 
businesses in 1947 and made a grocery store out 
of the two of them. He sold it to Elwood 
Thompson and Joe Gamsby around 1960 who operated it as the Carload Food Market. In 1966 Gerry 
Palmer bought the building and converted it into a furniture store. Hugh McNamara bought both the 
electric and the furniture businesses from Gerry Palmer in 1978 and moved them up the street to the 
Webster Wholesale building. Gerry Palmer then sold the building. It was renovated and made into three 
separate sections. At one time Dr. Young had his practice in the middle section and Cable Cable had their 
offices at the back of the building when they first started in 1983. A Touch of Class clothing store was in 
the front part of the building. After Touch of Class the Video Image was there.. Today the building is 
totally empty.

Carload Food Market 

Palmer Furniture

61 Colborne St.

CKLY Radio Station attended the opening of 
Palmer  Electric & Furniture store in 1966. 
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W. Northey Restaurant 

The Northey Block, which used to be three 
stores was built before 1898.The first part was a 
restaurant run by Washington Northey, who was 
famous for his home made ice cream. After his 
death his son Alex  continued the business until he sold it in 1962 to Bob and Lorraine Reid. It was a 
favourite spot to go on Saturday night. Everyone would come to town on Saturday evening because 
most of the stores stayed opened until at least 10 p.m. Freda (Bulmer) Kelly worked there when she 
was 12. Her hours were 6 p.m. until 12 midnight and the pay was 75 cents. When Bob and Lorraine 
Reid purchased it they renamed it Reid's Variety. On June 1, 1972 and until May 1995 Bob & Judy 
Adamson owned this variety store. Judy & Bob renamed the variety store, J' n B's Variety. For two 
years Marguerite & Dennis Ryan owned J' n B's Variety and they sold it to Denise and Michelle 
Norris on April 15, 1997. The Norris’ sold in 2002 and presently Newton’s Electrical, Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling have their business in this location.

This mural located on the side wall of 
Newton’s was the first mural in 

Fenelon Falls. Alec Sailamaa painted 
it in 1996. In December of 1999 Alec 

passed away.

65 Colborne St.

69 Colborne St.

Sharney Alldred opened Sharney’s Diner & 
Take Out Restaurant in 2011. She operated it 

until May 27, 2018.
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In 1884 when Crandell's Hotel occupied the location where Cornerstone Furnishings sits today, a fire which 
started in the hotel destroyed all the buildings in the entire block between Bond St. W. and Francis St. W. 
Although the stores were rebuilt almost immediately the hotel was not, and this corner remained vacant. It was 
still vacant in 1898 and was used for storing piles of lumber. Beside it on Bond St. W. was a large grain storage 
shed owned by J. H. Brandon. Harry Webster began the 
Wholesale Tobacco business in a small store which 
was absorbed by Fred Warren around 1940. He sold 
the business to his two sons, Fred and Russell Webster. 

They built the large premises 
during WWII, which is 
Cornerstone Furnishings today, 
and opened Webster Bros. 
Wholesale. Fred was involved 
in the office and did the buying 
while Russ travelled, selling their tobacco products. These products were bought and 
then delivered to their customers, first by train and then by truck. Eileen Wallace, Jack 
Wallace, Ab (Albert) Jackett, Doug Clerk, Murray Webster and others were long time 

employees of Webster Bros. Wholesale. Ruth Webster (Mrs. Murray Hetherington) is a 
daughter of Russell Webster. Hugh McNamara and Doug Clerk bought the building and 
business in 1971 and renamed it Webster Wholesale. They sold it in 1977 to Peter Gorman 
Co. who continued the business with Hugh McNamara as manager. The next year Peter 
Gorman Co. moved the business to Peterborough; 
Hugh McNamara bought the building and at the 
same time bought the Palmer Electric and 
Furniture businesses. Hugh’s son Dave and his 
wife Lynne McNamara opened the family run 
furniture business called Cornerstone Furnishings 
March, 1978.

73 Colborne St

2020 Employees 
Diane McNamara (Manager), Ron Carr 
(longest employee) Sheila Bowins (second 
longest employee, Steve Abbott (Delivery & 
Setup) and his assistant,Aaron Black, Laurie 
Matthews, Mary Ireland & Liz Keeler

Cornerstone Home Furniture

Doug Clerk

Hugh McNamara

Picture 1994 (L-R) Ron Carr (started shortly after 
Cornerstone opened and is still working there in 2020), 
Lynne (retired) and Dave McNamara (deceased, 2019) and 
John Bailey (retired). The business is operating under the 
management of Diane McNamara who started working at 
Cornerstone Furnishings in 1988.
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89 Colborne St.

The first Presbyterian Church in 
Fenelon  Falls was located on Francis 
St. W. in 1865 (where the Liquor 
Store is now located). The present 
church on Colborne Street was built 
in 1895, opening for worship on 
November 10 that same year. In the 
mid-1920’s when the union of the 
Methodist and Presbyterian 
Churches took place, St.  Andrews 
voted to remain as a Presbyterian  
Church. Extensive renovations of the 
church as well as the installation of a 
Hallman  organ took place in 1951, 
and a wheelchair ramp was 
constructed in the late 1990’s.

St. Andrew ’s Presbyterian Church  

St. Andrew’s Sunday School 
Class 1948 

Teacher - Miss Haskell 
Bob Johnstone, ____________. 
Ron Johnson is hugging Hugh 
Johnstone, Hunter Smith, Carol 
Smith, Ron Calder, Jean Curtis, 
___________, Althea Johnson, 
Ardis Calder, Sylvia Johnson

(L-R) Jill Robson Maxwell, Rob 
Warren, Ken Bean, Betsy Black, Susan 
Bean, Doug Black, Stan Black, Mike 
Punke, in front of him, Marilyn Punke, 
Matthew Punke, Erin Punke in front, 
Jim Fenton, daughter Celeste, Kenna 
Fenton, Pat Warren.

Pat Robson Black Memorial Service 
December 28, 2007
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The Way We Were was started by Pam and Jim 
Armstrong. The store sells antiques and collectibles. 
Pam started this family home business in 1983 and Jim 
joined her when he sold his Gulf B.P. Station in the late 
1980’s. Their house has been in the Armstrong family 
for 3 generations. Jim’s grandparents George and Alice 
(Campbell) Armstrong were the first to live there. They 
had four sons: Gerald “Jerry” (Marion), Jim (Mary 
Heard), Dougald “Sandy” (Helen Collins) and 
Malcolm “Mac” (Rita Nicholls). Mac and Rita, who 
also lived at this address, had three sons: Jim, Brian 
and Philip. Jim and Pam had four children: Brad (Patti), 
Greg (Rhonda), Jeff (Karen) and Mandy (Corey 
Beckett). Incidentally, Mandy is the first girl in five 
generations  in their family. Pam passed away on 
September 11, 2004; Jim is stilling living in the family 
home and has carried on the business he and Pam built. 

The Way We Were

95 Colborne St.

(L-R) Rita (Jim’s mom), Jim and Pam 
Armstrong
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North Ward Public School - (147 Colborne St.)

The North Ward Public 
School as it was referred to 
was located at the north end 
of Colborne St. (147 
Colborne St.). It was built 
in 1869. This picture was 
taken in the 1930's showing 
the school  with an addition 
which was added in 1876.

North Ward Public School May 29th, 1931 - Room 2

Public Schools

Back Row (L-R) Mr. Mark (Principal), Helen Henderson, Margaret Bown, Shirley 
Patton, Verna Tiplin, Mary McGinnis, Mona Grey, Pearl Cameron, Olive Byrnell, Alma 
Bur, Orlee Bulmer, Miss Arksey; Middle Row (L-R) Florence Tiers, Eva Kriger, 
Veronica Halligan, Anna McCallum, Henry Perryman, Herbert York, Jack Jones, Glenn 
Sheehey, Billy Crowe; Front Row (L-R) Billy Allin, Douglas McKay, Tommy McNeal, 
Carmen English, Bruce Townley, Mac Armstrong, Joe Fountain, Richard Newman, Ross 
A. Stewart.
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Brandon House School

Interview with Ben Dalby, Principal of Fenelon Falls Public School - By Jennifer Dettmam 
Excerpts from The Visitor, 1990 

In 1949, Ben Dalby moved from Smooth Rock Falls to Fenelon Falls to take over the position of 
Principal…the school he left was modern, built with many luxuries. The Fenelon School had not been 
modernized at that time, Mr. Dalby says there wasn’t even indoor plumbing. The move was quite a 
change for him but one to which he quickly adapted. The school was heated by an old wood furnace 
located in the basement. The caretaker of the school was in charge of cutting up the wood and 
keeping the fire going. The caretakers’s wife was responsible for all the cleaning. In the large school 
house, four of the rooms were used as classrooms; two upstairs and two downstairs. Mr. Dalby says 
there was a problem with space at the time…The other two classrooms were in the building which 
was called the Brandon House, located at 111 Colborne St. A teacher by the name of Hazel Graham 
was responsible for teaching the preliminary grades in that school. The back half of the Brandon 
House was used as Mr. Dalby’s living quarters. In 1952, the school board tore down the Brandon 
House and began to work on building a new public school for the town. In 1953 the new school was 
completed. During his years at the public school Mr. Dalby was not only the principal, but he also 
taught full time. “It was just par for the course that the principal would teach the grade seven and 
eight class,” he explained…

111 Colborne St.
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Brandon House School 1948-49

Grade 1 teacher is Mrs. Atkins 
Back Row (L-R) Marilyn 
Thompson, Sharon Graham, Ardiss 
Calder, Marie Young, Tutti 
Thompson, Diane Jones, Norma 
Maidens, John Palmer, Michael 
Holliday, Milt Duncan, David Jones 
Middle Row (L-R) Lois Webster, 
Sylvia Johnson, ________, Pat 
Maidens, Lynn Wong, Pam Townley, 
Carol Keast, Judy Hunt, Jessie 
Hetherington, Marilyn Greaves, 

Front Row (L-R) ________, Jim Armstrong, Hunter Smith, Hugh Arscott, Al Gaynor, Clarence 
Robinson, John Hetherington, Bruce Watts, ________.

Brandon House School 1947-1948 
Grade One

Back Row (L-R) Hugh Arscott, Raymond Barrett, Mark Chalmers, Mervyn Robinson,Cecil Young, 
__________, __________, Barry Townsend, Ronny Calder, Lorne Jordan, Miss Hart (Teacher) 
Middle Row (L-R) Diane Jones, Sandra Beynon, Ann Barriball, Marion Duggan, Ardis Calder, 
Charlene McNevan, Norma Maidens, Gail Arscott Front Row (L-R) Carol Vesey, Peter Robinson, 
Jean Curtis, Errol Webster, Marg McCall, Marlene Thompson, Robert Johnstone, Alan Gaynor, 
____________, Sharon Graham, Marie Young.

Jessie Hetherington remembers competing with Michael Holliday to see who could have their 
arithmetic done first to give to the teacher. She also mentioned that this class (pictured above) started 
at the new school in 1954 and at that time they were in Grade 7 and their principal was Mr. Dalby.
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Before the Public School - 1938

In 1952, due to over crowding, a new public school was to be built on the north west corner of 
Colborne and Louisa Sts. Originally there was a home on this property owned by J. H. Brandon. 
Before the school was ready, two classes were held in the stately home, named "Brandonhurst". 
This landmark gave way to the new school. In 2000 the school was torn down and at this corner 
townhouses were built, known as Sugarbush Villa.

Fenelon Falls Public School 1970/1971 Principal Ben Dalby’s and Mr. 
Robinson’s cars are seen in the above picture. 
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Back Row (L-R) Wayne 
Robinson (Sir), Olive Gault, 
Mrs. Webber, Mike Churcher 
Mrs. Mulligan  Bessie 
Christian, Ben Dalby 
(Principal) Front Row (L-R) 
Mrs. V. Jackson, Judy Carew, 
Terry Suggitt, Jane Burnham, 
Ruth Ann Matthews, Barb 
Nicholson, Kay Craig.

Staff 1966

Staff 1970/1971

Back Row (L-R) - 
Doug Ellery, Alta 
Curtis, Ruth Ann 
Matthews, Mrs. 
Webber, Judy Carew, 
Molly Lawrence, 
________ Front Row 
(L-R) Barb 
Nicholson, Wayne 
Robinson, Ben Dalby 
(Principal), Donna 
Townley

Staff 1972/1973

Back Row (L-R) Mrs. V. 
Jackson, Judy Carew, Bruce 
Butterworth, Mike Churcher, 
Wayne (Sir) Robinson (Vice 
Principal), Terry Suggitt, Ben 
Dalby (Principal) 
Front Row (L-R) Kay Craig, 
Mrs. M. Parker, Mrs. J. 
Whitfield, Barb Nicholson, 
Olive Gault, Jane Burnham
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Kindergarten 1970-1971

Back Row (L-R) David Gowanlock, ___________, David McLelland, Maxine Jenkins, 
_________ Dettman, Kent Lipke, Robert Ballam, Carolyn Innes Front Row (L-R) Lorinda 
Jackett, Heather Carpenter, Tracey Stephenson, Diane Barber, Margie Van Haltern, Bonnie Wilson, 
Mrs. B. Christian (Teacher)

Back Row (L-R) Hazel Graham (Teacher) Ian Barrett, Ron Barriball, Bobbie Bown, Cliff 
Arscott, Charlie Webster, Paul Stewart, John Stewart, Jim Bailey, Phil Armstrong, Buddy 
Grieves, Paul Diamond, Alvin Johnston, Alvin Webster Middle Row (L-R) Gordie 
Ferguson, Bob Nugent, Grace Yearwood, Sharon Dancey, Mary Thompson, Kathy Lauzon, 
Cheryl Hogg, Heather Graham, Sam Tomilson, Michael Clerk Front Row (L-R) Janeen 
Quibell, Glenda Gamsby, Nancy Johnstone, Debbie Kirkwood, Margot Mitchell, Linda 
Vanatter, Trudy McInnis, Kathryn Jackett, Alana Graham

Grade One 1958
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Grade One 1978-1979

Grade One 1987-1989

Back Row (L-R) Miss Burnham (Teacher), Jennifer Arnott, Liisa Kivisto, Brooke Barriball, Lindsey 
Phillips, Tara Everett, Gwen Bowins, Jenny Caesar, Jennifer Young Middle Row (L-R) Michael 
Brown, Andrew Oke, Angela Bulmer, Crystal Doucet, Krista Wright, Stephanie Swanton, Mathew 
Newman, David Pinder Front Row (L-R) Taylor Stewart, Josh Karch, Courtney Enever, Garnet 
Ellery, Mackenzie Kerr, Nathan Kish, Jim Bellwood, Bobby Grieves.

Back Row (L-R) Todd Armstrong, Tyson McDonald, Terry Rowe, Craig Goddard, Johan Fenelius, 
Shane Laycock, Donnie Liscombe, Robin Stanton, Jeff Handley, Mrs. Suggitt (Teacher) Middle Row 
(L-R) Jason Dowdle, Joel McLean, David Steadman, Tommy Dewey, Robin Hauswirth, Terry 
Grimas, Matthew McLean, Duffy Kennedy, Chris Patterson, Darren ________ Front Row (L-R) 
Kelly Bowen, Leigh Taylor, Sherry Brandon, Leona Mangan, Maria Dritses, Heather Nicholls, Nicole 
Cole, Rhonda Tomilson, Tracey Coulter.
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Grade Two 1959

Back Row (L-R) Mrs. Gillis (Teacher), Gord Fleming, Ian Barrett, Ronnie Barriball, Buddy Grieves, 
Reg Harvey, Charlie Webster, Cliff Arscott. Paul Stewart, John Stewart. Jimmy Bailey, Bobby Bown, 
Michael Clerk, David Elliott Middle Row (L-R) Paul Diamond, Jill Wood, Linda Vanatter, Mary 
Thomson, Katherine Lauzon, Cheryl Hogg, Sharon Dewell, Sharon Lee Dancey, Bob Nugent, Sam 
Tomilson Front Row (L-R) Marjory Taylor, Nancy Johnson, Glenda Gamsby, Trudy McInnis, Gracie 
Yearwood, Debbie Kirkwood, Alana Graham, Katherine Jackett, Janeen Quibell.

Back Row (L-R) Mrs. Parrish (Teacher), Wayne Willson, Wayne Vantryaute, George Willson, Ricky 
Stevens, Paul Newman, George Tomilson, Garry Quibell Middle Row (L-R) Bobby Fountain, Pat 
Wood, Shirley Pogue, Linda Ellery, Mary Bain, Julieanne Robinson, Bob Graham Front Row (L-R) 
Linda Styles, Candy Woodcock, Heather Graham, Rosemary Poulsom, Margie Bown, Lynn 
Thompson, Laurie MacArthur, Ruth Alldred, Bonnie Levean. 

Grade 3 1960
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Grade Four 1966

Back Row (l-R) Mike Quibell, Mark Wittick, Doug Sider, Jerry Brown, Kevin Liscombe, Ian 
MacDonald, Paul Sobko, ___________, Kenny Jackett Middle Row (L-R) Darryl McConnell, Lori 
Robson, Lucille Paulson, Janet Arscott, Dale Sangster, Debbie Liscombe, Cathy Fountain, Suzanne 
Clerk, Jim Barriball, Mrs. Lawrence (Teacher) Front Row (L-R) Debbie Barrett, Karen Coulter, 
Susan Graham, Kathryn Culbert, Cheryl Vanatter, Linda Liscombe, Jeanne Jamieson, Mitzi Gaynor, 
Donna Jones.

Grade Three / Four 1990-1991

Back Row (L-R) Pam MacKay, Sarah Sue, Ben Dennison??, Laura Brandon, Andrew Gamsby, 
Angela Bulmer, Andrew Oke, Rory Godfrey, Gail Angstenberger (Teacher) Middle Row (L-R) 
Holly Price, Megan Cooney, Mackenzie Kerr, Jennifer Arnott, Mike Brown, Krista Wright, 
Stephanie Swanton Front Row (L-R) Julie Witt, Chris Paulson, Victoria Marcella, Ken Bain, 
Taylor Stewart, Jim Bellwood, Paula Brennan, Valerie Barkey 
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Back Row (L-R) Pat Duggan, Michael Saunders, Brian Carpenter, Blair Clutton, Bob Hannon, Rod 
Jukes, Tom White, Greg Pendlebury, Barb Nicholson (Teacher) Middle Row (L-R) John Merritt, 
_________, Pat Townley, Judy Lowery, Jacklyn Tamblyn, Jim Jackett, Doug McRae, Kelly Bryant 
Front Row (L-R) _________, Colleen Jenkinson, Lynn Sawyer, Janice Grieves, Ruth Crego, Donna 
Webster, Laurie Switzer, Shelley Vincent.

Grade Five 1976

Back Row (L-R) Clarence Alldred, Doug Popert, Bob Graham, Wayne Willson, 
Charlie Tomlinson, Bruce G________, Ron Woodcock Middle Row (L-R) Mr. Wayne 
Robinson (Teacher), Paul Ellery, Larry Scarbeau, Shirley Pogue, Julie Robinson, Linda 
Ellery, Jim Liscombe, Rick Stevens Front Row (L-R) Shirley Shaw, Pat Wood, 
Heather Graham, Ruth Alldred, Linda Styles, Laurie MacArthur, Lynn Thompson, 
Mary Bain.

Grade Six 1963
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Grade Six 1966

Back Row (L-R) Hal Reid, Sam Tomilson, Lawrence Murray, Larry Ellery, Phillip Armstrong, Lorne 
Arscott, Raymond Perry, Sam Dancey, Paul Fountain 3rd Row (L-R) Terry Armstrong, Alvin 
Webster, Maureen Diamond, Louise Palmer, Michael Rogers, Ruth Ann Bailey, Susan Mack, Paul 
Sinclair, Steve Jackett, Wayne Robinson (Teacher) 2nd Row (L-R) Nancy Graham, Beverley Pearn, 
Denise Wilson, Linda Purdy, Bonny Ellery,  Lynda Dudman, Cindy Sturgess, Suzanne Raby, Maria 
McMann Front Row (L-R) Bob Johnston, Brian Fleming, David Sobko, Ralph Graham, Bill 
Swanton,  Bill Jackett, Bill Quibell, Michael Wittick.

Back Row (L-R) Paul Robinson, Gord Grunwell, _________West, Bill Lewis, Larry Ellery, Randy 
Tomilson, Bill Rogers, David Perry, Ted Purdy, Jim Boston Third Row (L-R) George Brown, Wayne  
Coulter, Kevin Graham, Nancy Phillips, Paula Emerson, Marlene Platten, Glen Wood, Orrin Coulter, 
John Ellery, Mr. Robinson (Teacher) Second Row (L-R) Colleen McConnell, Grace McGee, Kathy 
Bunner, Ruth Barriball, Nancy Vanatter, Cheryl Vanalstyne, Janalee McNamara, Janette Everett, 
Barbara Peters Front Row (L-R) Paul Gamsby, Bruce Greaves, Kim Bulmer, David Long, Steve 
Greaves, Danny Kerr.

Grade Six 1967
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Grade Seven 1978-1979

Back Row (L-R) Greg Pendlebury, Al Bayley, Jim Jackett, John Merritt, Paul Young, Jamie Boyd, 
Robert Morrison, Pat Townley, Bobby Hannon, Tom White, Middle Row (L-R) Trevor Hutchinson, 
Todd Kennedy, William Korz, Debbie Shaw, Judy Lawrie, Laura Tomilson, Brian Carpenter, Rod Jukes, 
Blair Clutton, Mike Saunders, Julie Demoe (Teacher); Front Row (L-R) Shelley Vincent, Colleen 
Jenkinson, Lynn Sawyer, Colleen Osler, Janice Grieves, Laurie Switzer, Jody Howze, Laurie Jane 
Thompson, Donna Webster.

Back Row (L-R) Ed Weaver, Wayne Pearn, Jeff Jackett, Shane Major, Doug Swanton, Steve Brooks, 
Paul Sobko, Bob Gamsby, Phil Baker, Roger McInnis Middle Row (L-R) Mrs. Webber (Teacher), 
Lori Card, Maryanne McConnell, Brenda Peters, Susan Wood, Dave Kish, Janet Keast, Joanne 
Sobko, Joyce Alldred, Penny Gaynor, Ben Dalby (Principal) Front Row (L-R) Terry Phillips, Cindy 
Stephenson, Heather Fairley, Jeannie Jamieson, Mary-Rose Graham, _________, Donna Emmerson, 
Kim Sturgess, Anne Willson, Kit Graham.

Grade Eight 1970-1971



176

Grade Eight 1988-1989

Grade Eight 1978-1979

Back Row (L-R) Drew Ellery, Ricky Adams, Jeff Welsh, Bruce Dewey, Caroline Skiles, Brian 
Dean, Scott Elder, Sherri Quibell, Yoki Milke, Rob Ferguson Middle Row (L-R) Julie Demoe 
(Teacher), Clinton Everson, Kirk Ivan, Andrew Handley, Tobi Saunders, Joann Walker, Paul Taylor, 
Randy Adams, Jennifer Short, Carrie Kezar, Adrienne Enever Front Row (L-R) Randy Jones, Ryan 
Laturski, Marco Kivisto, Adam Nesbitt, Andres Edvinson, Robert Liggot, Matti Kivisto, Michael 
Johnson.

Back Row (L-R) Andrew Kennedy, Paul Konopacky, Tim Haines, Scott McDonald, Mark Gillogly, 
Bill Maxwell, Leonard Robb, Scott Charity, Rick Nicholls Middle Row (L-R) Robert Ballam, 
Lorinda Jackett, Carolyn Innes, Christine Kerr, Maxine Jenkins, Tracey Stephenson, Tracey Barrett, 
Mary-Helen Griffin, Heather Carpenter, Bruce Butterworth (Teacher) Front Row (L-R) Lois 
Illman, Lindsay Barrett, Andrea Vincent, Donna Wattie, Mary-Lynn Young, Suzanne Beaudry, 
Sheila Saunders, Bonnie Wilson, Andrea Bolton.
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Fenelon Falls Public School - Last School Picture 1990 at this location

Do you see yourself in these pictures?
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School Memories - by Debbie Sinclair 

I remember the last day of school in grade two. I came home in tears. My mom asked what is wrong, 
did you fail. I looked up at her with tears streaming down my face and told her no, I passed. When 
asked why I was crying I told my mom I was going to miss Miss Carew! Miss Carew was the choir 
teacher which I was a member of all through public school. When I was in high school and moved to 
Lindsay, I learned that my favourite teacher Miss Carew was teaching at a public school on Glenelg St. 
When I learnt that, I immediately rushed to visit her and would visit often 

********** 

Mr. Robinson collected the Avon perfume bottles and glass transformers (from the telephone pole) and 
he was on the hunt I believe it was a blue one. I never had the pleasure of being in his grade 7 class 
although I had him as an art teacher. 

********** 

In grade 7 I had Mr. Butterworth, there were ten grade sevens and the rest of the class was grade eight. 
I remember we read the book - The Black Donnellys together as a class. I never forgot that book and 
one of these days (my bucket list Lol) I will go see where the infamous and very dangerous family once 
lived. I also remember the every week Mr. Butterworth gave us a new poem to memorize including 
punctuation and we had to write it out with correct spelling and punctuation at the end of the week. 
Thank you Mr. B. 

********** 

Our grade eight year end trip was to Quebec City. We did bake sales and a garage sale and we had a 
contest for a design for a school crest and had buttons with the crest that we sold. We did all the to help 
fund the trip so it was affordable for everyone! It was an awesome trip!! 

********** 
We would all gather in the gym everyday the week before Christmas break and sing Christmas Carols. 
We also had each class doing a skit or singing a carol, but the best part was always the teachers skit. 
They always made us laugh!
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Tearing Down Public School - 2000

Sugarbush Villa 
Adult Lifestyle Community

Sugarbush Villa is built were Fenelon Falls Public School once sat



180

Fenelon Falls United Church

The forerunner of the United Church in 
Fenelon Falls, “the Weslyan Methodist 
Church”, was built of logs in 1861 and 
was located on the east side of Colborne 
St. just north of the present location. In 
1876 it was replaced with a brick 
structure which was in use until 1911 
and then the corner stone was laid for the 

present church. (In 1884 all Methodist 
denominations joined and later in the 
mid-1920’s they merged with the 
Presbyterian Church forming the United  
Church of Canada). The pipe organ was 
added to the Fenelon Falls United Church 
in 1924. The manse shows up in one of 
the pictures. It has since been torn down.

123 Colborne St.

The cornerstone for the present location of the 
Fenelon Falls United Church was laid in 1911. The   
door on the right hand side leads to an elevator which 
was installed in 1989. This elevator was the first in 
Fenelon Falls.

The United Church Choir rehearses for their Saturday night concert (2008). The group has 29 
sopranos, altos, tenors and basses



181

Originally the building 
in the background was 
built for the North Ward 
Public School.The first 
part of the school was 
built in 1869, but by 
1876 the population had 
grown and an addition 
of two rooms was 
needed to accommodate 
the children. When the 
new school was built in 
1952/53 just down the 
street from this one at 
the corner of Colborne 

and Louisa St. the Fenelon 
Falls Gazette moved into this location. For awhile the Gazette operated their business here until 
they moved to 47 Colborne St. Next came a Laundromat and later it became The Pop Shoppe. 
Matthews & Associates had their offices here before moving over to 18 Lindsay St, as well as Art 
and Peggy Long (McColl Turner) had an office in this location. The building has now been 
converted into apartments and at the back apartments have been built in behind what was once 
the public school house.

147 Colborne St.

North Ward Public School

Pictured is Jim Webster and his mom Isabel Webster (c.1950’s) with 
the North Ward Public School in the background
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The military cadet system began in Canada in the late 1800’s. The purpose was not only to learn 
military disciplines, but to adopt the qualities of leadership and cooperation. After World War 1 
continuation schools were authorized and encourage to establish cadet programs. Around 1920 
Fenelon Falls Continuation School established their cadet program. The earliest instructors were 
WWI  veterans.  Monty Robson, a former cadet, remembered the National Defence shipping rifles 
to the school. There was one platoon of boys and one of girls. The school cadet corps continued 
through WWII until the 1950’s. 

Jack Vanatter second 
from the right in 

back row.

Military Cadets
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151 Colborne St.

In 1949 the Rotary Club 
leased the property from Max 
Brandon, with the option to 
purchase at a later date. In 
1951 this option was 
exercised, and on July 1, 
1951, the Park was officially 
opened. In 1952 the Victoria 
County Board of Education  
met with Rotary concerning 
the possibility of locating the 
High School on this land, but 
it was decided to keep the 
Park as a Sports Field. Over 
the years, baseball faded out, and softball became more popular. With the assistance of the ball leagues, 
many improvements were made including fences, dugouts, lighting, dressing rooms, washrooms, a 
snack bar, and a second diamond. In recognition of the efforts and dedication of Rotarian Russ Baptiste 
in maintaining and improving the facility, the Park  was named "Russ Baptiste Sports Field” (1987). 
After owning the ballpark for forty-five years, the Rotary Club gave the property to the Village of 
Fenelon Falls in 1994. Thanks to the foresight and determination of the members of Rotary in 1949, the 
village has a sports field of which the citizens can be truly proud.

Rowen Donovan sits on top of the Russ Baptiste Park sign in 2016. The ball park was named in honour 
of his great grandfather Russ Baptiste. Below is Rowen, his mom, Kate Baptiste, his grandfather, Bob 
Baptiste and his late great-grandfather, Russ Baptiste who looks on with pride at the next generation of 
ball players.

Three Generations of Ball Players

The Lawn Bowling club was 
started by a group getting 
together in 1973. In the 1990’s 
the club closed and that area is 
now part of the ball park
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1991 OASA Intermediate 'D' Provincial Champions

Back Row: (L-R) Paul Robinson, Murray Oliver, Gord Markus, Glen Oliver, Mike Hadley, Tom 
Jamieson, Greg Ingram, Bob McInnis, Pat Byrne, George Traill, Roger McInnis. Front Row: (L-R) 
Darren Burbidge, Emerson Lowry, Kevin Byrne, Peter Sanderson, Jeff Hutton, Marty Nicholls, 
Dean Junkin, Geoff Ingram. Absent: Russ Baptiste.

In 2005 the Fenelon Falls Magnetic Signs Bantam Running Rebels captured their second straight 
VBBA championship. Back (L-R) coach Rob Druce, Josh Henderson, Brandon Hughes, Corey 
Quaranto, Anthony Gorril, Matt Gamsby, Joe Pennell, coach Peter Quaranto. Front (L-R) Brandon 
Druce, Greg Dodsworth, Joel Quaranto, Macauly Adams, Dylan Gray, Ben Isbruker.

2005 VBBA Championship
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Girls Softball Team - 1972

Back Row (L-R) - Debbie (Boadway) Martin, 
Judy (Isaac) Arstad, Marlene Platten, Janet 
(Keast) McLennan,  Cheryl (Vanatter) Pearson 
Third Row (L-R) - Brenda (Peters) Potts, Nancy 
(Vanatter) Crowe, Marion (McGee) Perras, 
Heather Fairley,  Donna Emmerson Second Row 
(L-R) - Linda (Liscombe) Short, Debbie 
(Barrett) Ball, Anne (Wilson) Wood,  Marjorie 
(Balcombe) Steele,  Shelly (Harvey) Kerr, 
Colleen McConnell  Front Row (L-R) - Judy 
Dickson (Assistant  Coach), Mark McConnell 
(Bat Boy), Fran  Newman (Coach)

Tri-County Division Winners - 1972 

28 Years Later Team Gets Together - 2000

Back Row (L-R) Linda Short, Nancy Crowe, 
Marion Perras, Valerie Lowell Middle Row (L-
R) Dana Dickson, Debbie Ball, Ann Wilson, 
Judy Dickson, Shelly Kerr, Colleen  McConnell 
& Cheryl Pearson Front Row (L-R) Joann 
Kiriakou & Heather Bennett  (Debbie Boadway 
absent from picture)

1972 Girls Softball Team Goes Up Against Year 2000 Team
Back Row (L-R) Cheryl Pearson, 
Nancy Crowe, Debbie Boadway, 
Henry Vant Erve Middle Row (L-
R) Valerie Lowell, Ann Wilson, 
Debbie Ball, Colleen  McConnell, 
Dana Dickson, Linda Short,  
Marion Perras, Judy  Dickson, 
Katie Norris, Christine 
Mulholland,  Hilary Harpell, 
Stephanie Barclough-Bailey  
Front Row (L-R) Shelly Kerr, 
Jenni Harvey, Anne  Vant Erve, 
Katie Ellery, Heather Bennett, 
Michelle Childs, Laura Stanton 
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The Baptist Church was originally located on Queen Street. It moved 
to its present location on January 27, 1907. For the next 20 years the 
church carried on with the usual ups and downs. In 1927, at the 
Ontario and Quebec Baptist Convention, there was a division among 
the members, which resulted in two Baptist Churches in Fenelon 
Falls - Fenelon Falls Baptist Church and Fenelon Falls Immanuel 
Baptist Church. The congregation of “The Fellowship Baptists”, 
remained in the Colborne Street Church, where they have continued 
to make changes and improvements to the property and building over 
the years. April 17, 2016 was the official launch for the merging of  
Fenelon Falls Baptist Church and Village Baptist Church to Trentside 
Baptist Church.

80 Colborne St.

(Left) Fenelon Falls Baptist Church before renovations. (Right) A 1999 photo of the church 
shows the renovations from 1979.  A chairlift was installed in 1997.

Pictured (L-R) to 
celebrate the grand 
opening of our 
Bobcaygeon site is 
FEB Central’s 
Regional Director Bob 
Fleming, Pastor Dave 
Gray, Pastor Mark 
Scott, and councillor 
Brian Junkin.

March 2018 - After 37 
years with the Fenelon 
Falls Baptist Church, 
now Trentside Baptist 
Church, Pastor Mark 
and Glenda Scott have 
retired. Pictured (L-R) 
Mark and Glenda Scott, 
Jamie Schmale, MP.

Trentside Baptist Church

Colborne Street 
East Side
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After his death, Dr. George’s son Hugh and his family lived in the house and the offices were 
used by John Walden, a lawyer from Lindsay. In 1994 the house was sold to Dr. Robert Scott, 
who opened up Scott Chiropractic. Dr. Scott sold the house and business to Dr. Marc Berube in 
1996 and the  name was changed to Fenelon Chiropractic and Massage Therapy.

Dr. George Johnstone's Residence 

In 1884, Dr. A. Wilson built this house, shown above in 1904. He built it as a doctor's residence 
with a separate office and entrance for patients. Dr. Henry B. Johnstone bought it in 1909 and 
practised here, passing the torch to his son George, who carried on the medical tradition until his 
death in 1980.

68 Colborne St.
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Corner Colborne St. & Bond St. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Gertrude Deyman Graham & 
Centennial Homecoming Souvenir Programme

…Mrs. Gertrude (Deyman) Graham’s grandfather was Lewis Deyman who operated an undertaking 
business and a furniture shop located where the parking lot for Highland Propane is now. Lewis 
Deyman emigrated to Canada from England and established the undertaker's business in 1872. 
Deyman began to produce his own caskets in a shop behind the undertaker’s, and soon branched out 
making furniture. Many of the distinctive designs of Deyman’s furniture are still in use today. Over a 
150 years later, Deyman’s furniture demands high prices from local antique dealers and at auction 
sales because of the high quality. Aside from his work, Deyman was very involved in the young 
community, and the school board. The family business was taken over by his son Cecil.
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Fenelon Theatre

In 1948, Lou Consky and his father Abe, built the Fenelon  Theatre. Lou owned theatres in Haliburton  
and Minden at the time. The building was constructed with handmade blocks by locals Mark Fell, 
Joe Gamsby and Milt Perryman. Fenelon Theatre created so many happy memories - going to see the 
latest movies and getting popcorn and a fountain drink.  
Photos: Courtesy Colleen Jenkinson

58 Colborne St.
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Fenelon Theatre demolition - 2016

In 2016 the Fenelon Theatre was torn down. A group was formed to save the 
marquee. The owner of the property, Steve Gibson, donated the sign back to 

the community 
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Kawartha Lakes Film Circuit was formed in 2013 by a group of volunteers living in and near Fenelon 
Falls who wanted to share their passion for movies by bringing local residents the opportunity to 
experience the world through film. “Films by the Falls” are held the last Tuesday of the month from 
September to May, excluding December. 100 people turned out for the premiere at Fenelon Falls 
Secondary School (FFSS). The opening night featured the movie “Beatriz at Dinner” starring Salma 
Hayek and John Lithgow. In 2017, Films by the Falls in Fenelon Falls announced they won the “Best 
Promotion of a Canadian Film” award at the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) Film Circuit 
Summit. The movie they promoted so well was “Maudie”, a bio-pic about the life of Maud Lewis, a 
renowned Canadian folk artist. Colleen Jenkinson, Chair of the Kawartha Lakes Film Circuit, 
acknowledged FFSS students Max Jenkinson and Jake Purdy, the two interns who started Films by 
the Falls’ social media and instagram campaigns. 

Film by the Falls

The advertisement on 
the left appeared in 
the Fenelon Falls 
Gazette on Friday 
March 1st, 1889. 

Courtesy of Illman-
Platten Funeral Home 
who has a copy of the 

original paper.
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Deyman’s Furniture & Undertaking 

54 Colborne St.

Funeral homes are among the oldest businesses in Fenelon Falls. Deyman’s was established in 1872 
by Humphrey and his brother Lewis Deyman, immigrants from Devonshire England who began at 53 
Francis St. E. Later they moved their business to Colborne St. In the early 1900’s, funeral homes were 
often local furniture stores as well. Deyman’s Furniture was located on the site of the parking lot of the 
current Highlands Propane. When a death occurred, the family would order a solid wooden casket 
from Deyman's as they had the materials and expertise. By 1945 the furniture and funeral business had 
grown and Lewis asked his son Cecil “Dodger” Deyman to join the business which was now not only 
a furniture store but also a funeral home. Dodger, remembered by many folks for his great hockey 
skills, ran the funeral home 
and furniture store until it 
was sold in 1956 for the sum 
of twelve thousand dollars to 
Mr. Mendham Platten. Mr. 
Platten, formerly of Lindsay, 
wished to separate the 
funeral home from the 
furniture business. He 
purchased a home owned by 
Mrs. Max Brandon on 
Princes’ St. W.. Shortly after 
the business was sold, the 
building was torn down and 
became a car lot for 
Armstrong Motors. 

Lewis Deyman sitting on top of the hearse.(c. early 1900's) 

c.1890’s
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Armstrong Motors

In 1854, James Fitzgerald opened a grocery store on the property that is now Highland Propane. The 
building originally sat right out at the sidewalk. It was later operated as a Ford  Garage by Alf and 
Emmerson Tiers. In 1927 the business 
was bought by the Little brothers, who 
moved the Fitzgerald  building (garage) 
back to make room for gas pumps. Later 
it was torn down and the garage was 
built. In 1928 a Ford Touring car cost 
any where from $75.00 to $200.00 and a 
Coupe was $150.00 to $390.00, with 
easy terms. George Armstrong bought 
the garage and the Ford Dealership in 
1939. Sandy (Dougald), Jerry and Mac 
(Malcolm) Armstrong ran the business 
until Sandy and Mac joined the armed 
forces and went overseas. After the war, 
Jerry continued to run the garage until the 
early 1970’s, when it became Emmons 
Motors, then Herrington’s Garage, owned 
by Jim Herrington, who later got out of the 
automotive business and opened a video 
store. In 1986 he sold the property to Bert and Rosemary Macey who moved their business (Bert’s 
Appliances) from Hickory Beach.

Above right: Pictured in front of the cars - George Armstrong and Alf Tiers. John Coburn bought the 
car on the extreme left - it was powder blue. 

Herrington's Garage bought from Emmons in 
1976. Jim Herrington ran his garage and 

service station, and then a video store until 1986 
when he sold to Bert and Rosemary Macey.

54 Colborne St.
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Bert’s Appliances 

by Belinda Wilson 
Excerpts from “Your Cottage Country Lifestyle Magazine” Spring 2020 issue 

In 1969 Bert Macey began an appliance repair business, operating out of The Dandelion snack bar 
which he and his wife, Rosemarie, owned in Hickory Beach, near Fenelon Falls Soon they began 
selling GE appliances from a 
sales book. Rosemarie 
remembers accompanying Bert 
on weekly trips to Toronto to 
pick up appliances which had 
been ordered by customers and 
then delivering them “in our 
pick-up truck!” The next step 
was to bring five appliances 
into the store. The appliance 
business began to pick up, and 
in 1976 they sold the shop and 
set up a showroom in their 
home just up the road. 1986 
saw Bert’s Appliances Sales 
and Service move to Fenelon 
Falls, where the business 
continued to grow. The Macey 
boys, Trevor and Cameron (both 
trained in appliance repair by their dad), came onboard, eventually taking on most of the service 
work as Bert and Rosemarie began to work towards a less hectic pace…But times change. Online 
shopping and big box stores began to have a serious impact on the independents.  Trevor retired, 
and as Cameron looked to the future, considering his own eventual retirement, the decision was 
finally made to discontinue appliance sales, sell the building and concentrate solely on service and 
repair. 51 years later, the business Bert Macey started has come full circle, and is once again Bert’s 
Appliance Service; a home-based business with Cameron Macey as the sole service and repair 
technician. “I was hoping for a slower pace, but for right now I’m busier than ever,” Cameron says. 
“I think things will even out, eventually.” When Rosemarie was asked how she felt about the 
changes, she smiled and said simply, “It’s wonderful!” 

Pictured above (L-R) Scott Barley, Cameron, Trevor, 
Rosemarie and Bert Macey and in front Rosemarie’s mother, 

Audrey Esson and daughter-in-law Donna Macey (1994)
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Highlands Propane

Highlands Propane – 
delivering customer 
service for 25 years 
by Belinda Wilson 
Originally published 
in ‘The Kawartha 
Promoter’, May 16, 
2016 and updated in 
2020 

In 1991, 21-year-old 
Shawn Bellwood had a 
plan. He would 
purchase a propane 
delivery truck and 
deliver to trailer parks 
for the summer, park 
the truck in October 
and continue with his 
job at the Fenelon 
Falls arena in the winter. Charging $9.00 for a 20-lb refill Shawn, along with brothers Andy and Jim 
(ages 14 and 9, respectively), would head out to deliver propane to their customers. Jim recalls that 
soon after, they raised the price to $10.00 because carrying loonies around for change was awkward. 
As Shawn was hanging up the keys for the winter, a construction company working near Dorset 
called because they needed their 100-pounders refilled regularly over the winter. And that was what 
kickstarted Highlands Propane into a full-time business. Still living at home, head office was Shawn’s 
bedroom – with a computer desk, a separate phone line and answering machine. The business quickly 
expanded to include service and installations. In 1994, Shawn purchased what was known as “The 
Truck Stop” on Hwy 35, and that’s when the business really took off. Over the years the fleet has 
expanded, as has the staff – from three to over thirty. There are eight office areas, and the fleet 
includes seven delivery trucks plus several service vehicles. Propane is delivered six days a week, and 
they are on call 24/7. Two 30,000 gallon tanks, installed in August 2015, ensure that Highlands is able 
to meet the demands of its ever-growing customer base, as well as being better prepared in the event 
of an emergency, fuel shortage or other unexpected situation. A dedicated routing system has replaced 
binders and route cards for a more efficient and timely delivery system to thousands of customers in 
Kawartha Lakes, from Huntsville and Haliburton County to Port Perry and Peterborough County, and 
beyond. 2020 saw more growth in the company, as Highlands Propane purchased the Bert’s 
Appliances property on the main street of Fenelon Falls. This second location features a brand-new 
showroom, and more office space for the Highlands Propane enterprise.Exemplary customer service 
continues to be the hallmark of this company, borne of a family long dedicated to community service 
and strong family values. Shawn credits his late father, Roger, with giving him the prodding he 
needed to take a chance; “He told me ‘you’ll never know unless you try’”.
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In 1880, Joseph Heard started his hardware store where 
North Kawartha Family Health Team is located now, and by 
the early 1920's the store had a very extensive stock. They 
sold stoves, paint, household furnishings, sporting goods, 
washing machines and cream separators as well as the 
regular hardware supplies. After Joseph Heard died in 1911 
his son Wm. J. Heard looked after the business.  

Business Section Suffers Disastrous Fire 
January 22, 1931 - Canadian Post 

“Early Sunday morning one of the most disastrous fires to 
visit Fenelon Falls in years completely wiped out the two 
storey block occupied by W. J. Heard Hardware, F.H. 
McGee’s Harness Shop (where the fire originated), the 
apartment of Mrs. Joseph Heard at the rear and the apartment 
of Edward Beteau above the store. Adjacent buildings, 
including the McFarland block, the Chinese Laundry, Little 
Bros. Garage and numerous sheds at the rear of the buildings 
were so badly menaced by the flames that the local fire 
department called to Lindsay for help. For a time, while the 
fire was at its peak, the ammunition in the hardware store 
struck buildings across the street and put the lives of the 
firemen in danger. As well the explosions of the paint cans 
could be heard blocks away. There were no injuries. The 
Volunteer Fire Department did splendid work. Without their 
efforts the entire block would have been wiped out. Every 
available foot of hose (1,350 feet in all - present day - 
11,000 feet) was made use of but, the extra length needed to 
go around the temporary bridge over the canal didn't leave 
sufficient hose for a much needed second stream of 
water.” 

At that time a new bridge was being built over the 
canal and the temporary bridge was on the west 
side of it. The fire hall was attached to the stone 
mill on the Island and the fire truck pulled the hose 
up the street. There was an electric pump at the fire 
hall to force the water from the river to the fire.  
Heard's Hardware and McGee's stores were rebuilt  
almost immediately. In April F. H. McGee had 
contracted with Mark Fell to make and lay the 
concrete blocks and with Jack Stewart to do the carpentry work. Bill Heard sold the business to Bill 
Shields from Coboconk who operated it as a Crest Hardware Store. After this Ken Tuckey and his son-
in-law, Bill McNeice operated their business here. Carl Quaranto bought this building in the late 1970's 
to expand their grocery store - Sunshine Food Market. In 2008 the Kawartha North Family Health Team 
opened its doors in this historical building. In 2017 Pedestal Insurance moved from 48H Colborne St. to 
44 Bond St. E. Kawartha North extended into 48H Colborne St.

50 Colborne St.



197

Van’s Groceteria

Between Heard's Hardware and McFarland's Store the 
businesses have changed over the years. In 1898 there was a 
building for Moving Pictures and one for a Confectionary 
Store. Later came Frank McGee's Harness Shop and a 
Dominion Store. Earl Vanatter bought the Harness and 
Clothing store run by Bill Palmer and Jack Ellery in 1939. He 
moved his store "Van's Meat Market" from across the street 
and located in the north half 
where the Harness Shop was. 
When the Dominion Store 
closed during WWII he 
expanded his business into 
that space and began selling 
groceries as well as meat - he 
called it Van's Groceteria. 
Jack and Ina (York) Vanatter 
took over the business  around 
1959 when Jack’s father 
retired. In 1976 they sold to 
Carl Quaranto and Ralph Sackett and the name was changed 
to Sunshine Food Market. The store closed in 1998.

48 Colborne St.

This picture was taken in the late 
1930's. In the  background, on the 
left, the Dominion Store can be 

seen. This store was bought by Earl 
Vanatter during World War II.

Jack and Earl Vanatter 
celebrating 25 years in 

business
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Van's Groceteria and the Sunshine Food Market have both been family-run businesses. Vans was started by 
Earl Vanatter, then run by his son Jack, his wife Ina and their three daughters - Linda (Lake), Nancy (Crowe) 
and Cheryl (Pearson).  At one time or another most of the Quaranto family worked at Sunshine, including Carl 
and Alma, their son Peter and daughters Donna and Linda. Peter's wife Flora and Donna's husband Ralph were 
also involved in the business as well as Carl's brother Mike. Before the store closed several grandchildren had 
also worked at Sunshine Food Market.

48 Colborne St.

Stacie Tasker first started Bodiworx by 
Stacie in 2009. In June 2010 she moved 
her business to 20 May St. Stacie then 
moved to 48 Colborne St. in November 
2012. Stacie rebranded her business to 
Silhouette BeautySpa in May 2016. 
September 2018 Stacie sold the business 
to Jessica Hayter. Jessica incorporated 
Silspa as part of the business name. 
Shortly after buying Silhouette Beauty 
Spa she purchased the building at 19 
Colborne St. With major renovations to be 
done. In January 2020 she moved the 
business to her new location. Fenelon 
Dental, owned by Dr. Rupinder Dhaliwal, 
will be relocating his dental office from 
Francis St. E. to 48 Colborne St. in 2021.

Michelle, Jessica and Stacie
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Fenelon Dental

Major renovations have been done to accommodate Dr. 
Rupinder Dhaliwal’s new dentist office. Fenelon Dental 
opened in their new location (48 Colborne St.) on 
January 4, 2021. His staff are Mary, Bonnie, Brooke, 
Shannon, Tanya, Kayla and Anne-Mari.

48 Colborne St.
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Fred Gubbin ’s Bicycle Shop

The small framed building which was next to McFarland’s 
Store housed Tommy Lanty Junkin ’s Shoe Repair Shop, with 
living quarters in the rear; later it was a Chinese Laundry and 
later Fred Gubbin’s Bicycle Shop. John Coburn bought the 
building in 1955 and had it torn down in the late 1950’s leaving 
an empty lot. For a number of years this vacant lot was used by 
the men who played horseshoes while their families shopped 
and visited on Saturday night. At the time, stores all stayed 
open until 10 p.m. or later. In the early 1980’s, Bruno Luzak 
bought the lot from Mrs. Coburn and built a real estate office - 
Sell-Rite Real Estate, on this site. In 2020 the real estate office 
is empty.

Tearing Down Fred Gubbin’s Bicycle Shop in the late1950’s. 

Horseshoe Pitching Trophies

Horseshoe Pitching Tournaments were held in the vacant lot by Heard's Hardware, now the empty Sunshine 
building. In 1926, partners, Melvin Sheehey and Roy Jones won the F. J. Carew Trophy at a Horseshoe 
Pitching Tournament. This trophy is pictured on the left. These tournaments were very prestigious.  
The trophy on the right, owned by Fred Raby, has the names of the winners from 1928 - 1938 on the shields 
located at the base of the cup. The names of Clyde Robinson, Roy Jones and Thomas Patten appear four 
times; Melvin Sheehey appears twice and Glen Sheehey appears once.

46 Colborne St.
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McFarland's Store

Pictured above McFarland’s store inside 1900's.

42 & 44 Colborne St.

The cement block building at the corner of Colborne St. 
and Francis St. E. was McFarland’s Store, built in 1904 by 
Joseph McFarland as a general store. After he died, the 
business was carried on by close relatives, the last being 
Wellington (Wellie) McFarland, who died in 1948. His 
widow, Alice McFarland, continued until she sold the 
building in November 1955 to John Coburn, a druggist who 
wanted to relocate from across the street. He divided the 
interior and opened a drug store in the south half which he 
sold to Dave Stinson in 1971. Alice McFarland carried on 
the business of selling boots, shoes and clothing in the 
other half of the building until she sold the business to 
Brian Devan in the late 1960’s. He changed the business 
name to Devan the Pant Man. The store fronts have been 
occupied by different businesses including Bowes & 
Cocks, Hopkins Men's Wear, North Kawartha Times, Bodi 
Works, Purse Strings, House of Sports (Ken and Gail 
House), Paul Wilson Radio CKLR, Inspired 2 Dance, and 
Big Event Floral. At present, Tim Wisener and Chris Van 
Lierop own Home by Tim + Chris and Colborne St. 
Gallery.

On July 6, 1992 Judy Peplola opened the Village Barber 
shop located at 2 Francis St. E. (around the corner from 
Cow n Sow). Barbie Debeau started in Dec of 1992. When 
Barbie started working, her and Judy changed the name to 
J and B’s Barber Shop. They stayed at 2 Francis St. E. for a 
year and then moved across the street. The Barber Shop is 
located on Francis St.E. and the building is part of 42 
Colborne St. 
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Colborne St. Gallery by Tim & Chris & 
Home by Tim & Chris

 Home by Tim + Chris 

A design firm specializing in whole home, 
kitchen and bath design and build, Home by 
Tim + Chris opened in May 2018.  This space 
serves as the design studio a place of 
creativity and ideas. Tim Wisener, a lifelong 
summer resident, and husband Chris Van 
Lierop envisioned the space to be a 
confluence of old and new; seven layers of 
flooring were removed to expose original 
refinished flooring and the drop ceilings were 
removed to reveal the cubic space long 
hidden. Updated fixtures and a show kitchen 
were installed to be an example of the 
possible; given that the couple works in many 
older homes and cottages the demonstration 
of old and new was vital. The space is shared 
with the Colborne Street Gallery.

Colborne Street Gallery  
Originally conceived to be a design studio for 
Home by Tim + Chris, the owners, Tim Wisener 
and Chris Van Lierop, wanted to have something 
beautiful on the main street in Fenelon Falls. The 
vision was for a space that was first and foremost 
open, not just another closed door on the main 
street of the town. Opening its doors on the 2018 
Victoria Day weekend, The Gallery is dedicated to 
the exhibition of contemporary art, including 
painting, drawing, photography, sculpture, fibre, 
and mixed media arts. The exhibition 
programming includes local artists from the 
Kawarthas and surrounding area, as well as other 
Canadian and international emerging, mid-career, 
and established artists. The gallery also hosts artist 
talks, interactive workshops, and other special 
events which engage and support the local 
community. The gallery is a proud member of the 
Kawartha Lakes Arts Council and the Arts & 
Heritage Trail. 

Chris Van Lierop &  
Tim Wisener
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Mansion HouseTwomey's Hotel

The southeast corner of Colborne and Francis Streets has 
always been devoted to the hospitality service since the time it 
was built in 1877 by Jeremiah Twomey. It was known then as 
Twomey's Hotel, but was later renamed the Mansion House. In 
1904 it had 18 rooms, three sample rooms (for travellers to 
show what they were selling), a dining room and a bar. It had 
steam heat and electric lights and was mainly used by 
commercial travellers. There were also first-class stables and 
driving sheds located behind the hotel. It was operated as a 

hotel until the late 1940's when W.B. Brandon bought the southern part of the building to expand his 
hardware business. At about the same time the rest of the hotel, the diningroom, bar and sample rooms 
were converted to a restaurant and operated by several different people including Joyce and Doug 
Alexander and John Gleed. Harold Sider opened Sider’s Jewellery in the south part the building in 1951, 
operating there until 1957 when he moved to his own newly-constructed building at 8 Colborne St.

38 Colborne St.
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When June and Fred Raby first 
opened their restaurant there was 
seating for 20 people. In 1975 they 
renovated the restaurant and were 
able to expand their capacity to 40. 
In their final interview, the Rabys 
made a special mention of two 
groups of people who had visited the 
restaurant six days a week since day 
one - a lively group of men known 
affectionately as the “Senate” and 
the Palmer family (who have joked 
they were taking their regular booth 
with them when the doors closed).

Left to Right - Elly Thompson, Burnie Bell, Aub 
Lyon, Herb Townley, Ken MacArthur and Jerry 
Palmer They are holding a sign showing that on 

January 18, 1988 the temperature in Fenelon Falls 
was as high as 50 degrees Fahrenheit (10 Celsius) 

These gentlemen were known as the “Senate”

In the fall of 1967, June and Fred Raby bought the restaurant from Leo Lauzon, who had called it 
the Lauzon Snack Bar. They renamed it June & Fred's Restaurant. It had seating for 20 which they 
increased to 45 when they renovated in 1975. When they retired in January 1990 it became a real 
estate office for a few years, before back to a restaurant and bar, The Cow and Sow.

The Cow and Sow 
Dickon Robinson renewed the hospitality 
tradition at this location in 1996 when he 
opened The Cow and Sow Eatery. In 2019 the 
Cow & Sow was sold to the mother-and-
daughter team of Lorraine and Emily Forbes. 
In March of 2020 COVID-19 forced non-
essential businesses to shut down. Eventually 
restaurants were able to reopen; Lorraine and 
Emily decided to remain closed in order to 
undertake extensive renovations to the 
restaurant, and hope to reopen in the spring of 
2021.
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William B. (W.B.) Brandon began the hardware business in 1915 on the west side of Colborne St., in 
the building now owned by Kawartha Wireless. In 1921 he had the opportunity to move across the 
street to a storefront vacated by the British Bank of North America (Bank of Montreal). W.B. took a 
partner Walter Gamble so the hardware store was known as Brandon & Gamble. At that time the store 
was long and narrow. In the late 1940's the north wall was knocked down and they expanded into 
what had been part of the Mansion House Hotel. This part of the store became the housewares section, 
and comprised most of what had been the hotel's dining room and a sample room where salesmen 
displayed their goods. On July 15, 1965 W.B. Brandon celebrated 50 years in the hardware business. 
In 1960 Mr. Gamble retired and W.B. Brandon's son - J.F. (Fred) Brandon - and Joseph Kelly became 
associates. In 1964 the business became a member of the Home Hardware Association. They were the 
156th member and there are now over 1000 stores. Joe Kelly retired in 1975 and Fred Elder (son-in-
law to Fred Brandon) and Fred Brandon's daughter Katherine Elder bought Joe's interest in the 
business. After 68 years at this location Brandon Home  Hardware moved to the south end of the 
village. In 1991, Fred Brandon was honoured with a Golden Hammer from Home Hardware for 50 
years in the hardware business - just like his dad.

36 Colborne St.

Brandon & Gamble Hardware

The Kawartha Store 
purchased 36 
Colborne St. in 2013 
and knocked the wall 
out between 30 and 
36 to have one store. 
In the spring of 2021, 
Homes by Tim + 
Chris and Colborne 
Street Gallery will be 
moving their 
business to 36 
Colborne St.

The Kawartha Store
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J. Daniel Shell Garage c. 1930's

30 Colborne St.

Dixon Motors

The Beautique

Joan McCormick opened The Beautique in 
1986. Pictured above, Reeve Barclay Taylor 

(left) helped cut the ribbon with Joan 
McCormick officially opening The 

Beautique. Joan’s husband Frank and her 
mom, May Betts, look on. Joan retired in 

1995. 

The Bookfinder was owned by Doreen and Dennis 
Carpenter, and it opened in 1993. The Brock 
family opened Findz in May 1999, and then 

became Brock’s North the next year, with Donna 
Howe as manager. Today The Kawartha Store is in 

this location.

The Kawartha Store

(L-R) Trish Dougherty and Al MacIntosh, owners 
of The Kawartha Store, and their manager, Trina 
Hubner. The store opened May 2012 and in 2013 
they expanded next door to 36 Colborne St. The 
creek which runs under some of the village streets 
and stores can be seen through a glass panel in the 
floor while shopping at the Kawartha Store. 
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28 Colborne St.

Excerpt from Remembering When, August 1985…Maxine Hughes, of Fenelon Falls, has worked 
in the dry-cleaning business for 23 years.She got her first 
job in the business because she wanted to save up enough 
money to buy a television. “I ended up staying with the job 
because I enjoyed meeting the people. I loved working with 
people,” Maxine said. On Friday, August 16th Maxine 
retired from the dry-cleaning business. She says she will 
certainly miss dealing with all the friends and customers she 
has made over the years. Miss Hughes first began working 
for Orval Jackett dry-cleaning business in 1962. At that time 
Orval Jackett’s shop was located in Fenelon Falls where 
Canadian Tire was located (7 Colborne St.). Maxine recalls 
the dry-cleaning shop being located in the middle of the old 
Canadian Tore store which was being run by Terry Rady 
and a dress shop owned by his mother on the other side. 
The Jackett’s shop was equipped with one 20 pound 
cleaning machine and one dryer…Also working in the shop at the time was Mrs. Marie Fell, Ruth 
Isaac and Hilda and Ruth Stegenga. Maxine stayed with the Jacketts when they moved their 
business to the Huge Dixon garage lot at 30 Colborne St. At that time one 40-pound computerized 
cleaning unit was installed. “This new machine cleaned and dried which made everything a lot 
easier,” said Maxine. In 1970 Mr and Mrs. Clarke bought the dry-cleaning business from the 
Jacketts. “They continued to improve the business by adding a new dress press and an automatic 
pant press,” explained Miss Hughes. “Mr. Clarke taught me the art of dry-cleaning and I 
continued to do that for some time for Mr. Rodd who bought the business in 1975.” When Maxine 
started (1962) on the job she said. “I was quite happy making 65 cents an hour. “Back then it cost 
65 cents to dry-clean a pair of pants; today (1985) they cost between $2.90 - $3.10. Suits cost 
$1.75; today they cost between $5.75 - $12.00 and shirts used to cost 35 cents…

Jackett Cleaners / Lindsay Cleaners & Laundromat

Next to J. Daniel's Garage 
was Fellmoore Grocery 
run by William Moore and 
Gertie (Fell) Moore; 
Gertie was a sister to Mark 
Fell. William and Gertie 
had four children - Lloyd, 
Bill, Bob and Wade. The 
grocery store was open 
from about 1940 - 1956. 
McCallum's then opened 
their tailoring business in 
this location.

Nancy & Al Louiseize bought 
Fenelon Discount Convenience 
Store in 1980 from Joan Doyle. 
They sold it in 1988 to Dong Soo 
Suh and then it was sold to  
Deuk-Chun and Choon-Ja Kang.
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In the early 1900's Tom Austin's butcher shop was located 
in the building which is now On The Locks. Eddie Wong 
started his restaurant, Wongs Cafe, here in 1936 and ran it 
until his death in the late 1960’s. His daughter, Lynn, 
carried on the business until 1972 when Frank and Lennie 
Baldacchin bought the building and business and changed 
the name to Central Cafe. When Frank retired from the 
restaurant business he rented to Don and Marilyn (Lyn) 
Walker. Since the Walkers it has remained a restaurant. 
On the Locks opened for business at 12 Water St. They 

were required to move from Water St. when Fenelon 
Falls Brewery incorporated the restaurant into their 
building. They were able to reopen in October of 2019 
at 26 Colborne St. On The Locks Breakfast and 
Poutinerie is owned by mother and daughter Sandra 
and Haley Pickering, their menu features breakfast, 
poutines, burgers and a lot more. At the beginning of 
the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic they took bulk orders 
from customers by phone. This in turn helped their 
suppliers stay in business too. They have ridden the 
pandemic wave and are optimistic about the future.

26 Colborne St.

Tom Austin's Butcher Shop - early 1900's

From 1958 until 1963 Palmer Electric 
ran their business from this building. 
Shortly after they left Peggy Ann 
Junkin opened a hairdressing salon. 
When Peggy retired, Hanny and 
Peter Rentel bought the business and 
renamed it Peter’s Hairstyling Salon, 
which eventually moved across the 
street. Next the Plum Tree opened its 

doors and operated a gift store. After closing for a short time 
another hair dressing salon opened. In 2007 Natasha Booth 
opened The Butterfly Boutique, selling women’s clothing, 
shoes and jewellery. She ran the business successfully, so 
much so that, early in 2020, she moved across the street to a 
bigger building. The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic hit the 
convention and trade show industry hard so Jason Weatherup 
and his family made the big decision and moved to Fenelon Falls during the March Break 2020 and 
open up their business Bad Ass Den. The family have five girls and they welcomed a boy in June of 
2020. Swords, Pocket Knives, Leather, Apparel, BB and Airsoft Guns, Stainless Steel Jewellery, 
Damascus, Stone Bracelets, Hats and Movie and Anime collectables.

Bad Ass Den
24 Colborne St.
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McCallum's Merchant Tailor's  1908

John Sobko’s new IGA (covering 
3,387 square feet) opened in 1967. 
When he built the store, a special 
concrete block with Canada's 
Centennial logo and the Lock  
Centennial logo on it was used as one 
of the cornerstones in the building. You 
can still see that cornerstone in the wall 
of the Red Apple.

John Sobko purchased property from Gerald 
and Anne McCallum (white buildings in 
picture)  to be able to build a larger IGA 

(1966). At one time there were three stores in 
the white building and they had many 
different businesses. First there was Mac 
McCallum's Men's Wear & Custom Tailoring, 
taken over by his son, Harry, at his death. The 
middle store had been, at various times, a 
Chinese Laundry, and then John McKay's 
Bake Shop, the last had also been a barber 

shop, butcher shop (Gordon Bruce), a lawyer’s office (Tom Carley), a gift shop (Martha Bigley), 
watchmaker and jewellery (Reimer Bros.). 

Tearing Down the McCallum Block - 1966 

Fenelon Falls “Then & 
Now” has been 

following Colborne St 
going north on the west 
side and coming back 
done south on the east 

side. For these next few 
pages we are going 

back north in keeping 
with John Sobko’s 

expansion of the IGA.

14 Colborne St.
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Pictures taken c.1940’s. of Colborne St. looking north. On the right side of the picture is 
McCallum’s Mens Wear and the Bakery
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(L-R) Isabell Junkin, Lurea (Gray) Brokenshire, 
Dr. Alvin Gould, Maude Gray, Lula Northey. 

c.1930’s.

Fenelon Falls Telephone Company 

This entire block, which consisted of three storefronts 
with two apartments above, was built by the Rev. James 
Fraser in the period around 1918. He contracted William 
Greenwood and his partner Harry Duckworth - builders 
from Toronto - to build it. The two partners were 
originally from England and they came to Canada with 
their families. William Greenwood was the father of 
Florence Stroud and Anne Beairsto. Rev. Fraser's wife 
was Hynda Cunningham, hence the name Cunningham-
Fraser Block, although it was often referred to as the 
Fraser Block. Dr. Morris Mills, a dentist, had his office 
in the north apartment for many years, while the Frasers 

lived in the other one. Over the years the 
businesses have come and gone. Some of the 
businesses include the Sterling   Bank, Miss 
Myrtle Washburn's Millinery Shop, Bell 
Telephone, Harry Curtis’s Restaurant - which 
later moved across the street - Murchison, 
Sangster & Folkes, Lee's Soda Fountain and the 
Fenelon Falls Public Library. John Sobko 
bought the block in 1974 and it was demolished 
in 1982 to make way for the latest IGA 

expansion. 

Fenelon Falls switched from manual to dial 
operation around 1966. Instead of hearing 
"Number please” when you picked up the 
phone to call someone you heard a dial 
tone.  

Cunningham-Fraser Block 

Myrtle Washburn (middle) in front of her 
Millinery Shop

Millinery Shop c.1900’s
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In 1940 the Fenelon Falls Public Library moved from behind the 
Bank of Montreal to this new location on Colborne St. The 
building the library moved into was at one time The Sterling 
Bank. In 1974 when John Sobko purchased this building the library 
was still there, paying $77.00 per month rent. The Library 
remained here until 1980 when it moved to Market St. Shortly 
after it moved, the entire building, the Cunningham-Fraser Block, 
was demolished to make way for the IGA expansion. Irene Brown 
was Librarian at the time of the 
move from Francis St. W. to 
here. She was responsible for 
planning the interior. Her 
unique design for the wooden 
shelving (built and installed by 
Harold Townsend) can be seen 
in the picture below.The 
bottom two rows slanted out 
which made it much easier to 
see the books on the those 
shelves. When Irene retired, 
Evelyn Snedden took charge of 

the library. In 1977, Evelyn retired (she was over 80 years old) and 
Marg Allen became the next librarian. Helen MacGregor and 
Shirley Carroll were Librarian Assistants.  In 1980 the library 
moved to 19 Market St. to the empty Municipal Office.

Cunningham-Fraser Block

The Sterling Bank
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The picture on the left shows  the Library and 
Murchison, Sangster & Folkes Insurance office 

being knocked down to make way for the 
expansion of the IGA in 1983.

The new IGA, owned by John Sobko, opened its doors on December 15, 1983 and the square footage 
has been expanded to 6,600. Mark Pilat took over the IGA in 1989 when John Sobko sold the 
business. In the Fenelon Falls Gazette’s issue dated February 7, 2001 Mark and Lisa Knoester 
introduced themselves as the new owners of the IGA. In May 2002 the IGA became Sobeys and 
moved to Lindsay St. The old IGA building became a Bargain Shop and later Red Apple where, in 
2020, Steve Davies is the manager.

Cunningham-Fraser Block Knocked Down c.1982 
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Harold Sider began his jewellery business in 1951 in the small store that is now the southern 
section of the Cow & Sow. In 1957 he moved to 8 Colborne St. where it was necessary to tear down 
the old frame store that was there. That store had been James H. Stanton's Photography Shop, later 
run by Allie Carley, a longtime employee of Mr. Stanton. Sadly she had to give up the business 
when she became blind. 

Construction begins on Harold Sider's building in 1956. In 
1957 Sider’s Jewellery opened at 8 Colborne St. and 

Sobko’s IGA opened at 10 Colborne St.

10 & 8 Colborne St.

10 Colborne St.

 Harold Sider of Sider’s Jewellery Shop is 
shown here handing over the keys to John 

Sobko, owner of the Fenelon Falls IGA Market 
(1957)

J. H. Stanton Photography

After John Sobko bought and tore down the McCallum 
buildings and built a new IGA store, Sider's opened the 

Specialties store in the vacant section of their building.  (1968)
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1957

Crowds gather outside the new Sider's 
Jewellery & China Shop in 1957. The grand 
opening of the new store continued into the 
evening with CKLY Radio on hand. There 

were great prizes given away.

Ruth Sider (left) greets Mrs. Menzies (right) who was the 
first customer through the door when Sider's opened their 

store in their new location near the locks in 1957. Mrs. 
Menzies received a rose as she entered the store. 
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After 66 years, a landmark 
business closes its doors! 

On December 24, 2017, Pam & Joe Willems closed 
the door of Stokes on Trent for good, after having 
owned the store since 1995. Pam’s mom and dad 
(Barb and Glen Stokes) bought the business from 
Harold and Belle Sider in 1978. When her parents 
took over there were approximately 300 patterns of 
English dinnerware - most made in Stoke on Trent 
in England. Since the family name was Stokes and 
the store was located on the Trent canal, they called 
their new venture “Stokes on Trent”.

Joe & Pam Willems 
Owners of Stokes on Trent 

1995 - 2017

Harold and Belle Sider 
Owners of 

 Sider’s Jewellery & China Shop 
and Sider’s Specialties 

1951 - 1978

Glen & Barb Stokes 
Owners of Stokes On Trent 

1978 - 1995
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The Lil’ Wee Quilt 
Shoppe started at 18 
Francis St. E. by 
Vivienne Samis. She then 
took over the former 
Stokes on Trent location 
in February 2018. 
Vivienne teaches quilting  
and other sewing classes. 
Clients can bring their 
quilt tops to the store to 
quilt on her Longarm 
Quilting machine.

8 Colborne St.

Pictured is Lois Martin (Gamsby) 
and Peg Gordon (Sheehey) in front 
of Reimer Bros. business 
(McCallum Block). In the 
background you can see Wong’s 
Grill
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6 Water St. 
Kawartha Lakes Winery

Wine Not was opened by Rae and Sabina Holliday in 
1996 in a portion of what was once the Canadian Tire 
Service Area and before that the McArthur House 
Hotel. After Sabina passed away in 2018, Anna Radey 
bought the business and changed the name to Kawartha 
Lakes Winery. Jenny Blackmore has been manager of 
the Winery for many years.

Water Street 
2 Water St.

Slices N Scoops originally opened at 2 Water St. It moved 
to its location (10A Water St.) in June 2000 after Hazel 
Graham sold the building to Terry Radey. After Terry 
passed away in January 7, 2018 his daughter, Anna, took 
over the business.

Pam and Gary Vater moved to the area from downtown Toronto in 2016 and opened The Water 
Street Clothesline. They sell hoodies, sweatshirts, T-Shirts and gifts, all with the name of local 
lakes or towns designed on them. Their daughter Kimberley owns the Kicking Cow Girl in 
Bobcaygeon and helps with the design for their line.
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Once Canadian Tire moved across town and 
its building was renovated to house up to 
multiple businesses, Checkpoint Restaurant 
occupied 8A and 8B for their restaurant. This 
section was part of the McArthur House Hotel 
complex. Checkpoint opened in 1998 and was 
managed by John Graves and Linda Smith. 
Later Captain’s Table Fish & Chips, owned by 
the Houldsworth family, operated there until 
2012. When Canadian Tire was in this 
location  this part of the building was the 
garage. 8A & 8B have now been separated 
into two commercial businesses.

8A / 8 B Water St.

Between 2 Lakes Yarn & Crafts

8B Water St. 
Sentinel Risk Group 

Insurance

Checkpoint Restaurant 

Sandi Stewart opened Between 2 
Lakes Yarn & Crafts store on April 7, 
2018. The store carries yarns for all 
kinds of knitters, along with sample 
kits. Sandi offers classes in knitting, 
cross stitch and embroidery. They also 
carry giftware and are a distributor for 
The Great Canadian Soap Co., which 
makes natural soaps and laundry 
powders.

8 A Colborne St.
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Fenelon Dairy 1921 - 1949 
(written by Mrs. Hartley Graham, for Lakeview Women’s Institute)  

Motto - “Service, and continued pride in cleanliness 

Fenelon Dairy was born March 29, 1921, on the farm (Fenelon Twp.) of Mr. Hugh G. Graham, 
producer & distributer. Mr. Graham delivered daily with horse and buggy, the milk contained in a 
can. He carried with him a measurer, each customer supplying his or her own container. The price, 
12 cents a quart, or 17 tickets (pint) for 
$1.00. His sales for the first day totalled 3 
quarts and 2 pints delivered to 5 customers, 
namely; Mrs. Alvin Gould, Mrs. John Lee, 
Mrs. Jordan, Mrs. Bethune and Mrs. 
Pentland, with the promise of 20 customers 
beginning April 1. After a short time, 
bottled milk was introduced, followed in 
June 1926 of a cooled and bottled product. 
The first dairy building was 8 by 10 feet; in 
1937 a two-storey fireproof four-room 
building with hydro power and a 5 h.p. 
boiler to supply steam pressure, a filler and 
a capper and bottle washer were added, also 
better refrigeration. In January 1939, a 
pasteurizer of 75 gallon was installed and 
all milk sold since has been pasteurized for 
health and safety. In July 1946 a power 
driven soaker bottle washer was installed. 

When Hugh Graham first started his milk 
deliveries it was in this wagon pulled by a 
horse. The wagon was in the Centennial 
Celebrations held in Fenelon Falls in 1975. 
The celebrations were held a year late 
because of the sewers being installed on 
Colborne St. in 1974. 
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In early 1948 a 
decision was 
reached to 
transplant the 
small dairy from 
its farm 
birthplace to a 
new location in 
Fenelon Falls for 
better service to 
more people. A 
lot was 
purchased on 
Oak St (now 
Water St.) and 
the present 
building erected 40 by 66 feet of cement blocks with brick front with 10 ft. of clearance on 
each side for light and ventilation. Hillcrest Dairy was purchased and taken over on May 1, 
1948 but the new plant was not ready for operation until April 7, 1949, on which day it was 
put into operation with a staff of four. The plant was fully equipped with all new and modern 
machinery including a 13 h.p. boiler, with automatic stoker, can washer and steamer, soaker 
type bottle washer, receiving room with Toledo scale and weighing unit, can racks and tester, 
filling room with two vats of 150 gallon capacity each, a 2400 lb. aerator, 5 bottle automatic 
filler and capper, power driven separator, two refrigeration units, etc. The milk pasteurized, 
bottled and crated is placed in the cold room for storage until delivered. Throughout the 
summer, daily delivery by three trucks and one horse-drawn wagon included deliveries to 
local homes, lakeshore summer places, retail and wholesale, sales of pasteurized milk, 
buttermilk, chocolate dairy drink, cream and butter. 

10A Water St  
Fenelon Dairy 1957

1963
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In 1969 the Dixie Lee franchise was established by Al and Hazel Graham. In 1985 they sold the Dairy and 
Dixie Lee, and there have been a few owners since then. Al passed away in 1998, and in June 2000 Hazel 
sold the building to Terry Radey, who relocated Slices ’n’ Scoops from 2 Water St. to this location.

An excerpt from Through The Eyes of Al Graham by Belinda Wilson July 16, 1985 
Al Graham is enjoying retirement these days after having sold the Fenelon Dairy Bar / Dixie 
Lee Chicken outlet after 34 years of ownership, and many more years of involvement in the 
business, which was started by his father, Hugh Graham. Al Graham started out as a milkman in 
the family business.The milk was processed in Fenelon Township, on the Graham homestead on 
Hwy. 35A. There were two active dairies running at that time, the other being owned by Mr. T. 
C. (Tommy) Graham, who, by the way, was no relation to Al Graham. Hillcrest Dairy operated 
on Hwy. 121 just south of Fenelon Falls, until 1948, when it sold out to Fenelon Dairy. “There 
was loyalty in business, and the competition was clean,” said Mr. Graham. The changes within 
the dairy business have been dramatic since Mr. Graham first got involved. Pasteurization was 
introduced in 1939, eliminating a lot of ‘pedlars’ who couldn’t comply with the new regulations. 
From horse-drawn vehicles to motorized trucks, from ice-cooling to refrigeration units, and 
from glass to paper containers the industry has certainly changed. Mr. Graham remembers 
selling milk for 8 cents a quart and 5 cents a pint, and a pound of butter cost about 48 cents. The 
days were long up at 5:00 in the morning, and finished at 4 or 5 o’clock each night. Imagine 
putting in a day like that, and then getting called out to a fire!…

Fenelon Dairy Bar & Dixie Lee Chicken 

Pictured on the left is Al Graham presenting Marjory Patterson with a plaque from Dixie Lee for 
her long time service. The picture on the right is of me (Kathy (Allen) Arscott), 16 years old, at 

my first job at Dixie Lee. Thank you Hazel Graham and my mom Marg Allen. 
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Slices ’n’ Scoops

Slices ’n’ Scoops, a family owned 
business, has been operating for over 23 
years in Fenelon Falls. It was 
established by Terry Radey, a fourth 
generation local and Canadian Tire 
dealer who returned to the area in his 
retirement.  Since his death in 2018 his 
business has been run by his wife 
Sandra and his daughter Anna. They 
serve homemade pizza and Kawartha 
Dairy ice cream.  Slices ’n’ Scoops 
offered free ice cream cones to any 
graduate who was unable to have a 
graduation because of COVID-19.

Some of the staff from Slices ’n’ Scoops enjoying a slushy.

Anna and Terry Radey
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Dockside Grill

J. Demerling Welding 

The stone building that Dockside Grill occupied was a part of the 
McArthur Livery Stable complex. There was a machine shop here 
run by John Demerling. It has also been Victoria Automotive and 
then in the 1980's it became a restaurant called Coconuts. Vince 
Lapetina bought it in 1986 and operated it as a restaurant until 
1995, when Michael Phillips bought the business. He changed the 
name to Dockside Grill. On The Locks first started their business 
here and them moved onto Colborne St. when the building was sold 
to the future Fenelon Falls Brewing Co.

John Demerling set up his 
machine shop in part of what 
was once the McArthur 
House livery stable. One of 
the things he built was marine 
railways. The water wheel 
attached to the side of the 
building was made by him. 
He liked to have some fun by 
putting soap in the water and see it foam up. He sold the 
business in the early 1970's to George Draland who 
moved the business to a location between Oakwood and 
Manilla.

10B Water St.

Curious

12 Water St. (now part of Fenelon Falls Brewery)

Curious began as the inspiration of a mother and daughter 
team, Anne Kulmala and Tayla Hughes. Both were 
residents of Fenelon Falls and they decided they wanted to 
live, work and contribute in their own community. Anne’s 
background in retail, marketing and the arts, coupled with 
Tayla’s impeccable taste and flare for interior design, 
helped create a unique shopping experience. Curious 
combines an eclectic variety of products, many of which 
are made by the owners and other local artists and artisans. 
From high quality quilts and bedding to retro toys, fine art 
and handcrafted jewellery, fibre art and supply to a 
multitude of other products, Curious is always evolving to 
offer more items as well as an affordable venue for local makers. Curious started out in a small shop 
on May St. in 2014 and moved two years later to a prominent spot on Water St. next to the locks. This 
created a new challenge as it nearly doubled the space and offered two enormous display windows. 
These windows gave Curious an opportunity not only to present products but to be even more creative 
and contribute visually to the community. Curious enjoys getting involved in community events and 
programs as well as collaborating with other businesses to enhance and support each other.
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by Belinda Wilson 
Published in “Cottage Country Lifestyle Magazine” Spring Into Summer 2020 issue 

Take a walk along Water Street in Fenelon 
Falls - it follows the canal past Lock 34 to 
the boat launch at the mouth of Cameron 
Lake. Look to your right and you might see 
the doors of the Two Fishes Pottery Studio 
open, and the artists, Tim and Linda Kieley, 
hard at work. It has been a long journey 
back to the potter’s wheel; they met at the 
Nova Scotia College of Art, where Tim was 
majoring in print-making and Linda was 
majoring in painting. They had both dabbled 
in pottery in high school and Linda pursued 
it in college but then, as she says, “Life got 
in the way, and we didn’t get back to it for 
25 years.” Then, the stars aligned – they 
moved to Fenelon Falls, and five years ago 
seized the opportunity to purchase a potter’s 
wheel and equipment. Getting back into the 
groove after 25 years was by trial and error, 
but Linda says working outside the 
constraints of a classroom setting allowed 

them to develop their own style. Among their many creations has emerged a pine tree/landscape 
motif which has become their trademark. Dinnerware, serving dishes and miscellaneous pieces are 
available in this constantly evolving signature pattern. As with all their creations, each piece is 
individually created from start to finish, and the slight variations lend authenticity to each final 
product. Recently the Kieleys have embraced a new form, called “sgraffito”, which means “to 
scratch” in Italian, and involves a process of applying a layer of coloured “slip” over a leather-hard 
piece of pottery and then scratching away the slip to expose the white clay underneath. These one-
of-a-kind creations draw their inspiration from their travels (most recently to Africa) and allow the 
artists to create more complicated designs. Besides selling from their studio, their work is available 
at 41 Lindsay St. - The Barn & Bunkie, as well as in Gravenhurst and Severn Bridge at the Pioneer 
Handcraft Furniture locations. Two Fishes has also lent its expertise to Maryboro Lodge: The 
Fenelon Museum by creating pottery shards for the kids’ archaeological dig, as well as creating 
reproduction jugs and vases for display in the museum. “Pottery is the canvas for our art,” Linda 
explains, and the joy derived from their chosen medium is apparent in every piece they produce.

Two Fishes Pottery
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Swimming and Boating Along Canal 1940’s & 1950’s
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There was an overwhelming response to the group’s fundraising efforts, from both the community 
and local businesses and organizations - the Fenelon Museum, Fenelon Falls & District Chamber of 
Commerce and Kawartha Lakes Film Circuit/Films by the Falls. Other sources of funding came from 
the Legacy Chest Fund, Powerlinks, the 50/50 Community Project Capital Funding Initiative and the 
Kawartha Lakes Community Futures Development Corp. As well as the FedDev Ontario’s Eastern 
Ontario Development Program.

Many children grew up going to “the show”. Local and cottage families alike have great memories 
of the Fenelon Theatre and when it was announced that it was going to be torn down, a group was 
formed to save the Marquee. The marquee was in rough shape and it would be in the tens of 
thousands of dollars to restore it. Funds were raised by donations and the sale of branded hoodies, 
mugs, T-shirts, etc. The Theatre Marquee Restoration Group was formed in the later part of 2016. 
The original members were Judi Adamson, Lynn Arscott, Deb Churchill, Colleen Jenkinson, Joe 
Willems, Doug Elmslie, Ken Haggert, Glenn Walker and Shannon Peters-Bain.  

The Fenelon Marquee is now located at the corners of Water St., Oak St. & May St.  The official 
lighting of the sign was held on September 20, 2018.

Light Up The Night  Fenelon Theatre Marquee has a New Home

Oak Street
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Fenelon Falls & District Chamber of Commerce

This building was constructed in 1979 and in 1980 McColl 
Turner - Chartered Accountants opened its practice, Art and 
Peggy Long worked in this office. Over the years the upstairs 
has been rented out as an apartment or used as commercial 
space. In 1984 the Longs retired and Peter Shennett - 
Chartered Accountant took their place. David Gowanlock 
bought  Anne McIntyre's Law business and he had his practice 
here until he moved over to May St. Some of the other 
businesses  that have been at this Professional Building are: 
Welch Fuels, Richard T. Dunsford, Mutual Life (now Clarica), 
A-1 Septic and Shutterbug Photo Finishing (closed December 
2012). In 2017 the Barn & Bunkie expanded their business to 
here and in the fall of 2020 the Barn & Bunkie moved their 
business over to 41 Lindsay St. and ion October 5, 2020  
Christine Webster and her daughter Arianna Jeffries opened 
Kawartha Artisan Market. The market features sign makers, 
clothing makers, knitters, earrings, bracelets, natural products, 
soaps and more.

15 Oak St.

14 Oak St.

The Chamber of Commerce first started in 
Fenelon Falls February 14, 1956. Rhonda 
Watson’s father, Ron Watson, was the Vice 
President of The Chamber of Commerce in 1965. 
In 1970 the Chamber had 93 members and 
membership cost $18.00. The Chamber was 
incorporated in 1977. The 1980’s and 1990’s had 
people like Frank Baldacchin, Barclay Taylor, 
Carl Quaranto, Bill Spiers, Gunther Kulz, Bob 
Pennock among others involved creating and 
running events such as the Hot Air Balloon 
Festival and The Festival of Lights. The Home 

Show, started by Cory Van de Kletersteeg some 35-odd years ago, is still a crowning jewel in the 
Chamber of Commerce’s events calendar. Now rebranded as the Kawartha Lakes Country Living Show, 
it boasts over 100 vendors, and partners with the Barn & Bunkie for their annual Hello Spring Craft 
Show. The Chamber runs the office which also is used as a tourism office welcoming people to the area 
over the phone, social media and in person. The office has moved locations through the years; most 
recently at the Train Station on Lindsay St., before occupying its current home at the junction of Water, 
May and Oak Streets, providing a place for visitors arriving by car or boat to come for local information. 
The current president is Tim Wisener, owner of Colborne Street Gallery and Marylee Boston is the 
manager at the Chamber office. In 2020 the Chamber has 147 members and continues to grow. The cost 
of membership is $205.00.

Kawartha Artisan Market
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Originally this house was built for John Campbell in 1896. Before it was completed, he died of 
pneumonia. His wife and children did move into the home and lived there until the family was 
grown. His wife never remarried. One of the daughters married a Stewart and lived here. It then 
became  known as the Stewart Home. Later it was known as the Puley house. Thomas Robson 
lived with his daughter, Harriet (Robson) Puley during his last years. Several years later John 
and Lois Chreptyk bought the house; then Lorraine Coughlan purchased it and converted it into 
The Rhubarb Patch - Bed & Breakfast. Rick and Rondi Brown purchased The Rhubarb Patch 
from Lorraine Coughlan, June 1998. Later it reverted to a private residence.

30 Oak St.

Back Row (L-R) Joanne, Doug, Lois, John Chreptyk, Charles Ball, 
Grandma Front Row (L-R) Gary’s wife, Cousin Gary Ball, Debbie 
Chreptyk, Marylou Ball . Pictured on the right is Matthew & Joanne 
Chreptyk in front of the original wainscotting on the inside of the 
Chreptyk’s home

The Chreptyk Family



230

David and I discovered Fenelon Falls in 1988 when we 
started to camp at Sunny Acres Campgrounds on 
weekends, initially in a tent. We then purchased an old 
pop-up trailer and had a permanent site there from 1992 
to 1999. During this time we added two children to our 
family and moved from The Beach to Greenwood, 
Ontario. One of our favourite things to do when camping 
was to drive into Fenelon Falls and walk with the kids 
and our dog along Oak Street, down to the playground 
and then along the trail. A couple of years later we 
purchased a 26-foot Fourwinns cruiser and docked it at 
Birch Point Marina on Sturgeon Lake. This became our 
floating cottage for the next few years and of course one 
of our favourite places to dock for the weekend was 
Fenelon Falls. The kids were always excited to buy ice 
cream at Slices and Scoops and to go out for supper at 
The Dockside Grill. It was 
during one of our weekends 
docked in Fenelon Falls that 
we were told of a house on 
Oak Street that was for sale. 
We made arrangements to see 
it the next day and instantly 
fell in love with this circa 
1896 Victorian home. We 
purchased our new home and 
moved in on August 16th, 
2006. One of the reasons we 
purchased the house on Oak 
Street, is that the old drive shed 
on the west side of the house would make a perfect small 
home-based pilates studio. I had a 21 year career as a 
Registered Occupational Therapist, but had also been a 
STOTT Pilates Certified Instructor since 2002. Oak St. 
Pilates became a reality on Monday April 30th 2007 
when I taught my first class. Ten of the clients who 
signed up for classes, are still attending my studio now 
(prior to COVID-19 of course). Approximately 60 clients 
attend my four seasonal sessions and clients age range 
from 16 to 84. I instruct specialized classes for those 
with physical and/or medical conditions, still utilizing 
my Occupational Therapy background. 

37 Oak St.

Oak St. Pilates
by Lynn Evans

Our home before we moved 
in on August 16, 2006 In 2015 we added the 

vestibule entrance

The Evans Family (L-R) 
Lynn, David, Jenn and Michael

Modern Photography & Image Combining 
by Sharon Walker
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50 Oak St.

After arriving in Fenelon Township in 1834, James Wallis lived in 
the tavern that he operated with his partner Robert Jameson. 
However, he was accustomed to a more luxurious existence and 
planned a finer home almost immediately upon arrival. When Wallis 
came to Cameron’s Falls (Fenelon Falls), Jameson already owned the 
23rd lot of the tenth concession, which he purchased in 1833 from 
Hon. Duncan Cameron, a Toronto banker and Provincial Secretary of 
Upper Canada. This lot straddled the Fenelon River and consisted of 
much of the present day town of Fenelon Falls. Wallis chose a site 
from this lot on the river for his home, which his workers finished in 
time for his house opening party in mid-October 1837. The two-
storey squared-timber home included two spacious parlours, a dining 
room and five bedrooms. On each of the three gables, he proudly 
displayed the Wallis crest. It was the first home of such quality in the area, at least two months in 
advance of the home that the Langtons built at Blythe. He named it Maryboro in honour of his 
father’s 14,000 acre estate, Maryborough, at Glanmure, about 2 miles from Cork, Ireland. 
Maryborough had some special, although not entirely happy, significance to Wallis. When he was a 
boy, his brother John drowned on the estate, amidst suspicion of foul play by an admirer of a girl 
John courted. James vowed he would never return to Maryborough, but he occasionally did. Wallis 
sought to emulate some of the grandeur of his family’s Irish estates and continued to improve 
Maryboro. Pioneer homes were notorious for being draughty since they used unseasoned timber 
which was not dimensionally stable. In 1838, he hired a plasterer for the interior providing some 
relief from the climate. A year later, Wallis had Maryboro’s exterior covered in rough cast plaster and 
the following year he added a summer kitchen on the north side, as well as a verandah. James Wallis 
resided at Maryboro until 1841, when he left to live with Stafford Kirkpatrick near Peterborough, and 
built a new home, Merino. He returned for part of 1842, but left Maryboro vacant when he sailed for 
England in the autumn, after ending his partnership with Jameson and selling his furniture. 
Maryboro’s lot was not included in either of their partitions of the partnership, remaining jointly 
owned until 1853, after the death of Jameson. Wallis acquired Jameson’s share of the lot from the 
heirs in 1853, for £750. Wallis did not have enough money for the purchase, and agreed to a 

mortgage with Jameson’s heirs for £562 10s. Wallis’ 
extensive land speculations, primarily in the town of 
Windsor (later renamed Whitby) as well as the 
townships of Fenelon and Verulam proved unwise, as 
a rush of settlers to the areas failed to materialize. 
Wallis had bought much of the land on credit, and 
since he received little revenue, he struggled to keep 
his creditors paid. On June 28, 1860, Alex Gillespie, 
John Dean, James Gillespie and James Dean the 
younger foreclosed on Lot 23 of the tenth concession 
of Fenelon Township, which included Maryboro.

Maryboro Lodge 
Courtesy Fenelon Falls Museum (2019)
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On October 11, 1864 John Freeland acquired much of the lot, 
including the home, for $8000. Freeland sold the property as 
town lots, including most of Colborne Street. Robert Charles 
Smith, formerly of Cobourg, acquired Maryboro in January 
1868. Together with Robert Waddell of Trenton, R. C. Smith 
also purchased Wallis’ former mill property in 1871. Robert 
Milliard, who was already mortgaged to Smith, purchased 
Maryboro in 1874, but lost it within two years. Smith then 
rented the home and his tenants included George Littleton, a 
carpenter; G. E. Anderson, who operated a hardware store; 
and R. B. “Dick” Sylvester, a photographer. During this period 
Maryboro hosted several church functions including Anglican 
church organ socials and a Strawberry Social in aid of the 
Presbyterian Church. In April 1893, a chimney defect caused a 
fire, which was extinguished by alert neighbours, preventing 
much damage from occurring. Smith’s estate sold the property 
in November 1901 for $900 to Thomas Cashore, an Irish-born 
auctioneer. On April 26, 1913, William Abbott purchased 

Maryboro to enable his sisters, Kate, Belle and Tillie to open a 
lodge, catering to respectable boarders such as ministers, teachers and families. Initially the boarders 
often stayed for long periods of time, but as the sisters aged their visitors tended to have shorter 
stays, and in their final years of operation the lodge closed for the winter. Some guests lodged within 
Maryboro itself, but many stayed in the four cabins on the west 
side of the building, towards Cameron Lake. Mr. Pentland, a 
local banker, helped with the construction of grass tennis 
courts on the east side of Maryboro. Together with the 
adjacent lake and large parlours, this provided a variety of 
leisure to guests. Maryboro continued to be an important 
social centre in Fenelon Falls. The Abbotts hosted numerous 
church picnics and mission society meetings. They created a 
tradition of serving tea on the verandah and succeeded in 
attracting numerous boat tours. The sisters befriended their 
guests and enticed many to regularly frequent the lodge. 
Maryboro Lodge was much more pleasant a as site for 
summer relaxation than as a permanent residence. The 
building lacked modern insulation and was virtually 
impossible to keep warm in the winter. The Abbott sisters 
frequently went to stay with their sister Mary Kelly when the 
lodge was frigid, and they had the building covered with grey 
insulbrick. By 1958 the Abbotts required assistance in daily 
tasks and moved to Waterman’s nursing home in Lindsay. 
Milburn Kelly, their nephew and the President of the Fenelon 
Falls Historical Society, convinced the sisters that the lodge 
should be converted into a museum. In 1962, they sold it to the 
village, as the historical society could not own property. The Councils of Victoria County and the 
village both made significant financial contributions towards renovation of the building, allowing the 
museum to open June 8, 1963.

Kate, Belle & Tillie Abbott
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The Oak Grove 
Courtesy Fenelon Falls Museum (2019) 

Bur Oak trees were not common in the forests of 
the Kawarthas prior to the great migration of the 
nineteenth century. The upland forests tended to 
be sugar maple, basswood, beech, pine and 
hemlock. Cedar and tamarack dominated in 
wetlands, while elms were scattered throughout. 
The north bank of the Fenelon River was, 
however, an unusual locale, having been scoured 
by the flow of this watercourse, which once 

drained a glacial great lake, carving the Fenelon Gorge in the process. Near the river's source there 
is very little soil. The shaley ground is excessively drained for most trees, but also intermittently 
wet. Bur Oaks are one of the few trees that can mature in such conditions, although they grow 
slowly, meaning that they are often surprisingly old for their size. The Maryboro Oak Grove is one 
of the rare natural plains of southern Ontario, similar to the Oak Ridges Moraine. With its natural 
park-like appearance, this site has been a place to camp or eat lunch with friends for centuries. For 
the first generations of settlement, villages like Fenelon Falls did not have the time or resources to 
invest in creating public parks, so the this site hosted tourists, church picnics, tennis matches, 
community events and afternoon teas. Now a designated historic site, the grove remains one of 
Ontario's natural landmarks.

Maryboro Lodge: The Fenelon Museum

Hosting a permanent exhibit on the 
environmental history of settlement and 
special exhibits each year, Maryboro Lodge 
displays the most comprehensive collection 
of artifacts in the Kawarthas. It offers a 
pioneer school, social events, workshops, 
and Wednesday afternoon teas.
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Fenelon Falls native Ellie 
Arscott has been sharing 
her love of colour and 
paint with clients for over 
twenty years. She paints, 
draws and illustrates from 
the whimsy to the 
corporate. A graduate of 
Sheridan College's 

Interpretive Illustrations, 
Ellie is excited about the 
2020 release of her debut picture book "Night Walk", written by Sara 
O’Leary. She is also very proud of her "Girls Stand Tall" project - her 
way of helping girls maintain self esteem and a belief in their dreams of 
becoming whatever they wish. While Ellie and her family now call 
Toronto's east end home, she maintains a strong bond with Fenelon 
Falls, and was proud to share her "Girls Stand Tall" exhibit with 
Maryboro Lodge: The Fenelon Museum in 2019.

Ellie Arscott

Lock Centennial Quilt Presented to 
Museum

Marjory Patterson and Nancy Martin stand 
in front of the Lock Centennial Quilt which 
was made by the Blythe Women's Institute 

and then donated to the Fenelon Falls 
Museum in 1983. Marjory Patterson 

presented the quilt to Board Chairman 
Wilfred  Jackett who accepted it on behalf of 

the Museum.  
The quilt has 1492 names on it.
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May Street
3 May St.

Murphy’s Lakeside Pub & Patio was originally built by Vince Dewell as a home for Wilbert Dewell 
and his family at 3 May St. In 1963 they sold to Walter and Muffy Bown. Walter was the lockmaster at 
the time. They had been living at the lockmaster’s 
house which had been sold and moved to John St. 
Patricia's Art Gallery, owned by Patricia Hoy, was one 
of many businesses to open their doors at 3 May St. 
Bwana John’s is another business which has been 
inside these walls. Others include a Pizza Parlour, an 
Ice Cream Parlour and at one time a Pinball Arcade. In 
1998 the building  was sold and John and Denise 
Stewart, who owned Into the Shade Bistro, renovated 
and moved their restaurant from 17 May St. to here in 
1999. Since then the building has remained as a restaurant.

Murphy's Lockside Pub & Patio 
was established in April 2016 by 
owners Jason and Heather. The 
naming of the establishment was 
intentional: it is adjacent to Lock 
34 to welcome boaters, its true 
'pub' feel is a result of its owner's 
Irish background, and its 90-seat 
outdoor patio soaks up the sun all 
summer long. The success of 
Murphy's can be attributed to its 
amazing team, which has worked 
hard to create an atmosphere of 
great food and drink, crowd-

pleasing live music and special events, and outstanding hospitality. Murphy's proudly continues to be 
an integral part of the Fenelon Falls community. 

Murphy’s Lakeside Pub & Patio

Into the Shade Bistro Bwana Johns
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Dick Bulmer 
Remembering When …..  

by Belinda Wilson

…….Through the eyes of Dick Bulmer on being a Blacksmith - August 29, 1984 

A girl walked into the blacksmith’s shop, leading a horse She 
instructed the blacksmith to shoe the horse’s front feet..The 
blacksmith replied that he had been talking to her father, and 
that he was to shoe the four feet. The  girl insisted that only the 
front feet were to be 
shod, but seeing the 

blacksmith was 
determined to do 
the four, she left. 
When she 
returned, she 
found that only the 
front ones had 
been done. “You 
were going to shoe 
the four feet,” she said. “What made you change your mind?” 
“I didn’t change my mind,” he replied. “I said I was going to 
do the four feet, and that’s what I did - the fore feet!” Dick 
Bulmer leaned back in his chair and chuckled as he recalled 

that day in his blacksmith shop - a business that he was in for 55 years! Dick had his first forge when 
he was 14, and did blacksmith work in the logging camp where he later worked in the winters of 1912 
and 1913  On September 28, 1920 he married Bertha Gamble - “and she wasn’t a gamble either,” he 
added with that familiar twinkle in his eyes. They will be married sixty-four years this September. 
They moved into town in 1923, and Dick started working in Tom Poulsom’s blacksmith shop, which 
stood on the lot which in 1984 housed Fenelon Meats & Deli, Fenelon Travel Agency and the North 

Kawartha Times (3 Francis St. W). In 1924 Dick took over 
the business, and in 1925 he rented a barn where the 
Fenelon Dairy Bar now stands (1984) 10 Water St. He 
stayed there ten years. He them moved into the building 
that was the McArthur House Hotel Livery Stable (now 
Fenelon Falls Brewing Co.). The McArthur House Hotel 
was situated at the corner that was occupied by the 
Canadian Tire Store (1984), and Dick remembers as 
many as a hundred horses in the stable on a Saturday 
night. Besides shoeing “thousands of horses” Dick is 
proud to say that “there was never a horse that ever came 
into the shop to me that didn’t leave with its shoes on.”

Above picture  1970’s of Blacksmith Shop. 
Below picture  Fennel Falls Brewery  

taken November2020

4 May St.
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He did all kinds of woodwork: sleighs, wagon 
work, buggy and cutter repairs, as well as 
machinery repairs. also forged out farm 
implements, and logging tools such as 
skidding tongs and picks for river driving. 
Dick reckons that there are still some of the 
logging sleighs he built “tucked away in 
someone’s loft.” In the early days all the work 
was done in the forge. However, in 1950, as 
horses were all but obsolete, and more and 
more metal was being used, Dick started using 
an electric welder, while still relying heavily 
on the forge for a good deal of the work. When Dick first went into the business there were two other 
blacksmiths shops in town. Neither of them shod horses after Dick started and he had a clientele that 
ranged from Haliburton to Reaboro. And they all came to Fenelon Falls regularly to have Dick 
Bulmer put shoes on their horses. Dick can remember working from seven in the morning til six at 
night during the Depression, shoeing horses for 50 cents a day! Of course his shoeing wasn’t the only 
reason men stayed all day at Bulmer’s Blacksmith Shop - he was known as a practical joker and a 
good host -“The boys sure do miss coming in for a talk and a game of euchre now!” Commenting on 
the mighty lot of changes that have occurred in the area over the years, Dick remarked that Brandon’s 
Hardware is the only business remaining of the ones in existence when Dick took up blacksmithing. 
Not one to balk to change, Dick was able to keep pace with progress, and this accounts for the 

success of his business at a time when blacksmithing was 
becoming a thing of the past. Happily retired now, still 
living in the house he built so many years ago he keeps 
busy with family, as well as with his garden . He said 
that he is frequently visited by people who come to 
inquire into the past - to recall a name or a place, perhaps 
to understand the history of the area…or just to 
reminisce.

After 55 years as a Blacksmith Dick 
Bulmer retires in 1976

Dick Bulmer will always be remembered, by 
those of us lucky enough to have visited his shop, 

for his friendliness and the tricks he loved to 
show. He especially took time with the children, 
showing them the most important  elements of a 

blacksmith shop and encouraging them to return. 
During Dick Bulmer's years as a blacksmith, he 
not only shoed hundreds of horses, but he also 
repaired farm implements, set tires on buggies 

and wagons and sharpened  knives and scissors as 
well as repairing pots and pans, rakes, hoes and 

shovels. 
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The stone building where the 
Livery Stable Gifts & Sportswear 
was located was originally used 
by the McArthur House Hotel for 
their stables. Dick Bulmer set up 
his blacksmith shop here in 1936 
and operated it until he retired in 
1976. Daisy & Frank Kinsinger 
opened the Livery Stable Gift & 
Sportswear store in this stone 
building in 1977. There were 
extensive  renovations to make it a 
clothing and gift store with two 
floors of merchandise. This 
building has withstood a fire on 
November 30th, 1990 and a flood 
in June of 2000. In 2019 it had a 
complete makeover after Daisy 
and Frank Kinsinger sold and the 
name was changed to Livery 
Stable by Apples of Gold.  The 
building was sold to Fenelon Falls 
Brewing Co. in 2015.

Livery Stable Gifts & Sportswear 

Fire 1990

Four businesses damaged in the fire: 
 The Livery  Stable, Switzerland 

Upholstery,  Coconuts Restaurant and 
the Salvation Army Thrift Shop.

Flood 2000

Frank & Daisy Kinsinger
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Fenelon Falls Brewing Co.

Fenelon Falls Brewing Co. was founded by husband and wife, 
Vinh and Agatha. Vinh immigrated to Canada in the 1970s, 
arriving in Fenelon Falls not knowing a soul, a word of English, or 
really having a place that felt like home. That didn’t last long, as 
the village welcomed his family unequivocally in every way. It’s 
the great Canadian story.  Agatha is first generation Canadian of 
Polish ancestry (and she speaks fluent Polish, so be sure to say 
cześć!). She was born into the entrepreneurial spirit and, as the 
child of immigrants, learned firsthand the value of taking risks in 
the service of building a life. In 2015 Vinh and Agatha purchased 
the historic stone building at the corner of Water and May Streets, 
overlooking Lock 34 on the Trent-Severn Waterway. The village 
watched expectantly as work eventually began to transform what 
had once been, in various incarnations, a livery stable, a 
blacksmith shop and a clothing and gift shop, into a craft brewery/
restaurant/community meeting place. Despite what appears to be a 
fait accompli, Vinh and Agatha point out that COVID-19 came 
along as they were still in the “soft opening” phase, and say that 
the hard launch will come once the effects of the pandemic have 
passed. 

[Feb 2019] Construction begins 
to transform the 1800s Livery 
Stable into Kawartha Lakes' 
newest craft brewery. 

[Feb 2019] Starting to get real as 
they raise the roof and begin to 
build the future home of their 
upstairs taproom, which will 
feature 50 feet of windows.

[May 2019] Tank delivery and 
install of the 15-BBL system 
to kickstart the growth of 
Fenelon’s beer portfolio.

[August 2019]  The Bottleshop 
doors open to the public.
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[April 2020] Partnership with 
Ross Memorial Hospital 
Foundation’s Heroes at Heart 
fund, supporting COVID related 
equipment and technology needs 
in our community.

[May 2020] Partnership with 
Kawartha Conservation for the 
release of their Kawartha Summer 
Ale, the unofficial beer of summer 
2020 in the Kawarthas.

[June 2020] Patio season is officially 
open! Serving fresh craft beer in the sun.

[July 2020] The upstairs taproom 
reopens with new safety procedures.

“We’re humbled and grateful for how far we’ve come and excited for where we’re heading with our 
incredible team. From all of us, cheers to your incredible support and many more years of craft beers 
together!” The team at Fenelon Falls Brewing Co.
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7 May St. 9 May St.

Fred and Barb Torry 
purchased 9 May St. from 
George and Aileen Howell 
in 1981 and named their 
new store Country 
Cupboard. In 1984 they 
purchased the other side of 
the building (7 May St.) 
which had been the Gibson 
Girl clothing store. Fred and 
Barb then expanded their 
business, which included 
bulk and health foods, a 
deli-style counter and an 
extensive kitchenware and 
giftware section. Today the 

two parts are back to separate 
store fronts. In 2011 Val and Keith Bartlett purchased the building and business from the Torrys and 
renamed it Val’s Country Cupboard. Two years later, Carson Keeler, an employee of Val’s, purchased the 
business and called it Carson’s Country Cupboard. Carson had the business for almost 5 years. Julia 
(Gri) Taylor bought the business on January 29, 2018 and the name has reverted to Country Cupboard 
Health Food Store. Carson Keeler still works there, along with Robin Uprichard and Robert Gri. Just 
before the COVID-19 pandemic happened in March of 2020 Julia was in the process of setting up a 
pickup and delivery business, to enable customers to place orders online or by phone for their in-stock 
3000 + products, with delivery available to Fenelon Falls, 
Bobcaygeon and Coboconk. When the pandemic hit, 
Country Cupboard was allowed to remain open as an 
essential service, and the timing of the new service was 
perfect: people were being asked to stay home, and now 
they could still get their much-needed supplies for baking, 
etc. Curb-side pickup became available as well, making it 
easy for customers to shop within their individual comfort 
level.   Ever conscious of the environment, and striving to 
reduce unnecessary waste, Julia eliminated the use of 
plastic bags for bulk food purchases, offering clean, 
sanitized glass jars or paper bags, and encouraging 
customers to bring their own containers. Still the seasonal 
home of the best frozen yogurt around, Country Cupboard 
is also making its mark by striving to make healthy 
lifestyle accessible and community environmental impact easy.  
At 7 May St. Jackie Waldner and Nancy Pierce opened Treasures on the Locks in October 2020. 

County Cupboard 
Health Food StoreTreasures by the Locks



242

In the 1980's, the shoe store known as A Touch of Toes, 
owned by Barclay Taylor, was in this location. Lorinda 
Taggart and her dad Jim Jackett renovated this building and 
opened a shoe and accessory store called Trail & Street in 
1995. The business closed in 1999. During the summer of 
2000 this building was used by Ceildh’s Cottage Antiques. 
David Gowanlock, Lawyer, now has his law firm at this 
location. 

House Around the Corner was originally a home 
that was in need of some TLC. It was purchased in 
1985 by Bob and Eva Miller. They were  three years 
renovating before they opened in 1988 as the 
"House Around The Corner" restaurant. Their 
restaurant was 
unique - they did 
not serve fried 
food. It was a 
“No Grease” 
policy. In 1999 
they sold to Alan 
Woodward and 
Carol Taylor, 
who operated 
Woodys 
Restaurant. The 
Orchid Thai 
Bistro, which opened in 2012, serves authentic Thai 
cuisine.

16 May St.

12 May St.

Orchid Thai Bistro

David J. Gowanlock 
Barrister Solicitor

Trail and Street
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In 1985 the Commodore II Gift Shoppe opened for 
business in this building. It was owned and operated 
by Henny Brown until 1993. She then rented the 
building to Marie Zaal who operated Rainbow Gifts 
until 1996. John and Denise Stewart opened their 
restaurant, Into The Shade Bistro, in August 1996. 
They moved their business down the street to 3 May 
St. in 1999. In the summer of 1999 the Old English 
Cookie & Fudge Co. opened in this location. Swim 
with the Loons also had a business there. In 2019 
Michael and Lynn Derocher (owners of The Corral 
at 12  Francis St. W.) bought 17 May St. with the 
intention of moving their store to this location until 
they realized it was not big enough to do what they 
wanted. They put an apartment in the second storey 
and Lighthouse Real Estate Ltd. operates on the 
main level.

17 May St.

Lighthouse Real Estate Ltd.

Lighthouse Real Estate Ltd. started in 
David Hardyman’s mind a few years 
back. David’s passion for helping 
people and for real estate collided one 
day while visiting family on Prince 
Edward Island. Looking at and 
admiring the lighthouse in North 
Rustico, PEI, David thought, “A  
lighthouse and what I do are kind of 
one and the same. We help people find 
their way home.” And that’s how it 
started. David acquired his Broker’s 
Licence and the help of his partner, 
Donna, and the encouragement of 
family and friends, Lighthouse Real 
Estate Ltd. became a reality.Pictured above is Kathy Stewart, Real Estate Agent, 

Melanie Lavalley, Office Administrator and David 
Hardyman, Broker of Record / Owner.
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Twenty May Street a clothing and accessory store was the property of Carol and Steven Murchison 
from 1986 to 2005. It was originally the home of Frank Kerr, a postmaster in Fenelon Falls. It sat on 
the site of St. James Anglican Church on Bond St. E. before 1900. It was moved from there by horse 
power to its present location on May St. to make room for the church. Harvey Copp, a butcher, and 
his wife lived in it after it was moved here  and then his son Mel, a printer with the Lindsay Post, and 
his wife Leary (Beteau) lived here.

20 May St.

Twenty May St. Staff in 1994. (L-R) 
Back Row - Joan Todd, Mary 
Saigeon, Gail Allen; Middle Row - 
Carol Murchison; Front Row - 
Amanda ________, Sandy Cole, 
Kristine Jones

       In 2005 Peter & Wendy Witt purchased this historical building, made with post and beam 
construction. They purchased it from Carol Murchison who owned and operated Twenty May St. 
(women's clothing and accessories). It included an apartment upstairs. The Witts run a Bed & 
Breakfast in the summer months in the upper apartment. Peter and Wendy added an addition onto the 
side of the building and have rented out what used to be their office entrance at the front to Sun Life 
Financial Advisor Leslie Orr. Their son Jonathan won an award for the design of the deck on the front 
of their building.
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20 May St.

Peter & Wendy Witt purchased their first home in 1975 in Calgary, AB. Shortly after their 
purchase, Wendy decided to get her Real Estate license. Wendy stopped selling real estate to 
raise her family but knew she would come back to it in the future. Peter was working at a 
design technology department with a major home builder in Calgary, AB. In 1984, Peter 
changed direction in his career and went into selling real estate. In 1986 the Witt family 
moved back to Ontario and 1987 settled in Fenelon Falls. By 1988 Peter was ready to resume 
his real estate profession. After several years of selling and managing real estate offices for 
other companies, Peter opened his own brokerage, Peter Witt Real Estate Ltd. in 1996. He 
worked out of his home office until 2005 when he and Wendy (returning to the real estate 
business) purchased 20 May St in Fenelon Falls and renamed the brokerage Fenelon Falls 
Real Estate Ltd. They held their grand opening on Santa Day, November 2005. Peter & 
Wendy raised three children in Fenelon Falls and love calling Fenelon Falls their home. In 
2020 the sales team comprises of Peter Witt - Broker of Record; Wendy Witt (was Sales Rep. 
until February 28, 2017) -Sales Consultant and CEO; Lori Griffin - Sales Rep.; Mark Rozon - 
Sale Rep.; Pat Nichols - Office Administrator & Angela Downey - Reception.
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Market Street

The Fenelon Falls Post Office moved to Market Street in 1968. Bert Sinclair was the Postmaster at that 
time. Today, the Fenelon Falls Post Office services approximately 3,000  homes. 

Rural Route Carriers Roy Jones (left) - RR 
#1, Vivian Thompson (centre) - RR #3, and 
Mel Sheehey (right) - RR #2 are pictured at 
the back of the Fenelon Falls Post Office 
where they spent many of their days loading 
their vehicles to head out to deliver mail to 
the three rural routes serviced by this office. 
Mel Sheehey received recognition from 
Canada Post as having the longest period of 
rural service ever recorded - 62 years. He 
started in October 1, 1917 (age 22) to deliver 
mail by horse and buggy and a cutter in the 
winter. He served approximately 250 
householders. Mel’s first vehicle for 
delivering mail was a Model T bought in 
1920. Roy Jones began April 1, 1920. At that 
time he drew mail from the railway station to 
the Post Office by horse and wagon. On 
December 1, 1925, he began to deliver mail 
on RR #1. He retired after 59 years of service. Vivian Thompson delivered  mail to RR#3 for 19 
years. After she retired in 1987 Bev Bolton took over her route.  Bev had helped Vivian for 7 years 
and was very familiar with the route. Vivian started with 139 mailboxes and when she retired she 
had 318 mailboxes to deliver mail to.

15 Market St.

Fenelon Falls Post Office 
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The staff of the Fenelon Falls Post in 
2000, are standing in front of the tree that 
was planted 19 years ago in the back yard 
of the Post Office. Back Row (L-R) Jo-
Anne Harvey, Susan Bennett, Tami 
Hodgson, Cathy Park RR#2, Mary 
Mathewson RR#1, Pam Green Front Row 
(L-R) Glenda Hughes (Postmaster), Kathy 
Arscott (Senior Assistant), Marg Bryans 
(was RR #2), Andrea Bolton was RR# 3. In 
2020 only two of the ten employees who 
worked here in 2000 are still working at 
the Post Office; Susan Bennett (Senior 
Assistant)and Pam Green RR# 2.

Glenda Hughes was born and raised in Fenelon Falls 
and after a short period of work in Toronto she 
returned home and was hired at the Fenelon Falls 
Post Office. In 1980 she went to Bobcaygeon as 
Senior Assistant and in 1985 she returned to Fenelon 
Falls as Postmaster. Glenda is the first woman 
Postmaster in the 161 years the post office has been 
active in Fenelon Falls. In 2010 Glenda retired from 
the Post Office. Brenda Madill became the next 
Postmaster and in 2020 she is currently in that 
position. 

Yvonne “Boots” Jones started with Canada Post in 
Fenelon Falls as a part-timer in 1967. In 1970 she got 
on as full time and later she became Senior Assistant. 
After 26 years with Canada Post, Boots retired in July 
1993. She was born and raised in Fenelon Falls. Boots 
married Max Jones and they have six children and ten 
grandchildren. Her new lifestyle will include travelling 
with Max, square dancing, knitting and reading. If she 
runs out of things to do there are always the 
grandchildren to look after. 

Yvonne “Boots” (Quibell) Jones (1967 - 1993)

Glenda (Gamsby) Hughes (1985 - 2010) 
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Former NHL Player Allan Stanley 
Autographs a Lithograph of his own Stamp 

For Zachery Quackenbush

Excerpts from article written by 
Jim Humphrey for The Daily 
Post  
February 3, 2005 

Former Toronto Maple Leafs’ 
great, Allan Stanley, visited 
Fenelon Falls Post Office to 
officially release his stamp. 
This series of stamps is the 
sixth and final stamp in Canada 
Post NHL All-Stars series. 
While Allan never thought he 
would appear on a postage 
stamp, he feels honoured 
nonetheless. Tanya 
Quackenbush and her son 
Zachery (seen in photo) were 
thrilled to have the opportunity 
to meet Allan Stanley and have 
him autograph their lithograph 
of the stamp. Allan Stanley was 
on the Maple Leafs 1967 squad 
that won the Stanley Cup. That 
year he was paired with Tim 
Horton on the blueline. He remembers how special the team was. “The most satisfying (Stanley 
Cup Victory) was in ’67. It was the last year of of the Original Six and everyone wrote us off,” 
he said. In the finals, Allan Stanley and his teammates faced their arch rivals, the Montreal 
Canadiens. “That series was a six-game battle. We lost a couple of games in that series. We were 
definitely not the favourites and everyone thought it was only a matter of time before we lost.” 
recalls Allan. While just beating the hated Montreal Canadiens should have been motivation 
enough for Toronto, the fact there were rumours going around that each Montreal player would 
be given crystal Stanley Cups and invited to Expo ’67 gave Toronto Maple Leafs added 
motivation..”We were determined to beat them (Montreal) and when we did, we didn’t receive a 
crystal Stanley Cup or get invited to Expo ’67,” he said. Allan Stanley feels the victory was the 
most satisfying because it was the last year before the NHL expansion and it was a climax to all 
those years before. Allan Stanley retired in 1969 from the Philadelphia Flyers. He and his wife 
(Barbara) purchased the Bee Hive (now Eganridge Inn & Country Club), a family resort, 
restaurant and golf course. “Once the sale was finalized, we just stayed here and operated the 
facility for 20 years,” Stanley said. 
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24 Market St.

The Book Lady

16 Market St.

Fenelon Cleaners & Laundromat was 
built, owned and operated by Ed and 
Audrey Finley. It opened its doors in 
September 1973 with one employee - 
Ruth Henry. At that time it was a dry 
cleaners only, but the laundromat was 
added in 1975. Keith Finley, their 
son, and his wife Mary Rose 
(Graham) purchased it on October 1, 

1990 and eventually grew the business to 3 employees.. Over the 
years it has been renovated and enlarged to accommodate  their 
customers.When the solar panels were installed the name was 
changed to Fenelon Cleaners & Solar Coin Laundry.  Sixteen solar 
panels were installed which will help heat the 3,000 litres of hot 
water the laundromat uses every day. Keith & Mary Rose Finley 
sold the business to Joanne Polan in 2018. Keith & Mary Rose Finley

My family first started visiting Fenelon Falls in the 1930s, when my great-
grandfather preached as a minister at the United Church. He loved the area 
so much he acquired a waterfront property on Cameron Lake, where he built 
a log-sided cabin for his family to spend summers here. I’ve always thought 
that it’s so special that a town like Fenelon has always had a bookstore. As a 
youngster I would frequent The Bookfinder on Colborne Street for all my 
Stephen King summer reading, and then later I would also shop with Bob 
Burns Books - once even telling him that if he would like to sell the store, I’d 
be interested in buying it. Bob 
Burns Books operated in this 
location for 10 years. I bought 

the house and store and moved back to Ontario from 
Calgary in order to fulfill my ultimate dream: running a 
used bookstore, and living in Fenelon Falls. The Book 
Lady officially opened in April 2017 and I have enjoyed 
every moment of bookselling here in Fenelon Falls. I 
hope to keep at it for as long as I can, and beyond that I 
hope that Fenelon will continue its tradition of 
supporting a small bookstore in the community.

Fenelon Cleaners & Laundromat

by Dana Geyer - The Book Lady 
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Village of Fenelon Falls Municipal Office & Fenelon Falls Public Library

 Official ribbon cutting for the new Municipal Office 
and Fenelon Falls Library - October 1993. Back Row 

(L-R) -Mary Baker - Clerk Front Row (L-R) Marg 
Allen (Librarian), Deputy Reeve - Wayne Hutchinson,  

Reeve - Roger Bellwood, Ben Jowitt - Councillor, 
Ruth Dean - Hydro Commissioner,  Alice Gilroy - 

Councillor, Gord Goddard - Councillor

 Last Village of Fenelon Falls Council before 
amalgamation in 2001 to the City of Kawartha 
Lakes -(L-R) Deputy; Reeve - Wayne Hutchinson; 
Tony Vincent - Councillor; Reeve - Roger Bellwood; 
Barb Stokes - Councillor & Ben Jowitt - Councillor 

19 & 21 Market St.

Mary Baker (centre) retires from the Village of 
Fenelon Falls in 1994. Mary has been an employee 
with the Village since 1963. She became the Clerk-
Treasurer in 1971. Pictured with Mary is the 
Village Council: (L-R) Reeve - Roger Bellwood, 
Ben Jowitt, Gord Goddard, Wayne Hutchinson, 
Alice Gilroy

Fenelon Falls Council (1998 - 2000)
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Librarian (1938 - 1961)

Librarian Assistant  
(1974 - 1977)

Fenelon Falls Public Library held its official 
opening in its new quarters on Market St. in the 
spring of 1981. Pictured above are (L-R) Bob 

Hannan - student helper,  Marg Allen - Librarian, 
Shirley Carroll - Assistant  Librarian. 

The staff of the Fenelon Falls Library in 1988 
celebrates the 110th Anniversary of the Fenelon 
Falls Public Library. (L-R) Barb Hewton, Marg 

Allen (Librarian), Audrey Thoburn, Irene 
Cathmoir and Shirley Carroll. 

Irene Brown 
Evelyn Snedden

Helen MacGregor

Librarian (1961 - 1977)

At the end of 1993, Marg Allen had been at the Fenelon 
Falls Library for 17 years. She became librarian when the 
library was located on Colborne St. (now the driveway into 
Red Apple). She has seen many changes in the library  
system from manually indexing books to the computer 
system now at the current library. In 1999 Debbie Spivey 
became the Librarian for Fenelon Falls Public Library.

Fenelon Falls Public Library  

The library opened in Fenelon Falls in 1878 as "The Mechanics' Institute" and has been in continuous 
existence ever since. During the first hundred years there have been changes in location and librarians, 
but the standard of service to the community has been consistently high. In 1976 a fundraising 
campaign was begun  to provide Fenelon Falls with a modern library, and through the efforts of many 
people who gave freely of their time and money, the library moved into a new location in early 1980. 
The library's move was from Colborne St. to the old municipal offices on Market St. The library has 
moved once more since 1980 but only to an addition onto this building. The municipal offices came 
back to Market St. in 1993 and the library moved to brand new premises next door.

Marg Allen  
Retires From Library  

After 17 Years  

(L-R) Debbie  Spivey and Marg Allen 
(Librarian 1977-1993)
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Francis Street West 

Looking east on Francis Street West. (c.1940's)

3 Francis St. W.

Tom Poulsom's Blacksmith Shop

Part of this commercial plaza 
owned by Patsy Gillogly has a 
unique history. It was originally 
a frame building used as a 
blacksmith shop dating back 
before 1900. Tom Poulsom 
owned it in the early 1900's. 
Dick Bulmer started working 
for him in 1921 but when the 
building burned in 1925, he 
went out on his own. It was 
rebuilt of blocks and the black 
smithing continued. Eventually 
with the demise of the horse and 
the popularity of gasoline 
powered  vehicles, it became a 
motor cycle repair shop. 
Maurice Lansfield  bought it in 

c.1949 and rented it out. One of his tenants was Harry  Diamond who used the garage for his 
construction business. 

This photo was taken in 1904 (the newspaper on the 
table has this date)
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When Maurice died in 1958, his wife Ivy and daughter Patsy took it over. In 1962, they opened a 
laundromat and later put an addition on the east side for Pajo’s Boutique, which became Shopper’s 
Emporium & Bridal Shoppe owned by Grace Mantle and Shelley Given. The centre part of the 
building was originally the old blacksmith shop and beneath the paneling you can still see the rings in 
the cement used for tying up horses. Shutterbug Photofinishing (the first in Fenelon Falls) opened in 
1994, operated by Fran Flaherty and Sandy Kerr in the centre unit. A western addition had been 
added as well. Dr. Martin Young had his office there in the 1970's and Patti and Bill Cragg ran North 
Kawartha Times there from 1983 until they moved to 42 Colborne St. In the late 1980's Caroline 
Spiers moved her shoe business, Sneakers Etc. from the southern portion of what is now The Cow & 
Sow to the front of this building. She later sold the business to Joanne Brandon (1991-1998). In 1998 
Bowes & Cocks Real Estate moved their business from Colborne St. to this building. In the 
mid-2010’s the building was razed and rebuilt (photo below).
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6 Francis St. W.

Touch Wood

Mikes Small Engine

Alf and Rose Marie Edvinsson opened 
Touch Wood on May 16th, 1980. In 
their shop they manufactured wooden 
products - tulips, postcards, toys, 
shelves etc, and had them for sale in the 
store front. The shop closed in 1990. 
Since then they have moved out west 
and they are still shipping their tulips 
around the world.

Rebecca O’Rourke opened Kawartha Hypnosis in 2019 at 6 Francis 
St. W. upper level. In 2020 she moved her office to Lindsay and has a 
second location in Peterborough. She works with clients who need 
help with pain management, smoking, weight loss, stress management 
and Fears/Phobias .Rebecca has been practising for 3 years. When the 
Corona Virus pandemic closed everything down in March 2020 except 
for essential services -  Rebecca organized a bottle drive to help 
purchase Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) for Fenelon Falls 
businesses that were opened. 

Mike Dowdle owned and 
operated Mike’s Small 

Engine from 1970 to 1978.

Kawartha Hypnosis

Jan’s Haircutting Place / ‘A’ Studio

Jan’s Haircutting Place has been in business 
since 1990. In 2005 Jan Chandler purchased 
Touch Wood. In March 2006 she added a gym 
called ‘A’ Studio, located upstairs and day spa.
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W.B. "Bill" Austin bought this home in 1994 from 
Edith Devitt (widow of Martin Devitt) and moved 
his accounting and bookkeeping business here from 
10B Water St. The Devitts had lived in this home 
for over 50 years. Bill retired in July 2015 and now 
the business is called Profit Accounting. The owner 
of Profit Accounting is Shahram Sayahi CPA, 
CMA, MBA.

Profit Accounting 
8 Francis St W

9 Francis St. W.

The house at 9 Francis St. W. was built in the early part 
of the 1900’s. It was white and had a veranda. Before 
Jack Stewart and his wife Della (Copp) bought the 
house there had been a kitchen fire in the home. Jack 
was a carpenter by trade so he built a new kitchen. Jack 
and Art Brokenshire were brothers-in-law. Art married 
Della’s sister, Gladys. The two men ended up working 
together in the carpentry business. Besides being a 
carpenter, Jack also operated out of the house as a 
division court bailiff for 50 years, collecting debts. 
Kevin Graham was the third owner. He bought it from 
the estate of Jack Stewart in 1979. Kevin later sold the 
home in 1990. The home had a huge extension built 
onto the back of it in 1991. Since then it has all been 
rented out to commercial 
businesses. Bottoms Up 
Clothing Store owned by 
Joann Murray moved 
from Colborne St. to this 

location in 1992. When she 
closed her business,  Buckeye Source For Sports opened here, and then 
Sweets 'N Eats Bakery ’n Deli, owned by Gail Hutton. Shopper’s 
Emporium and Bridal Shoppe was here for many years. From 2012 - 2017 
Trish’s Hair Design was at this location. Becky Coleman opened her hair 
salon called Vision Hair Studio in 2017. At the side of the building is BCH 
Tax Inc.

Vision Hair Studio
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Lee and Norm Smith opened their business in the barn 
behind their house in 1988. This barn, which is over 100 
years old, was renovated for the antiques, collectibles 
and leather shop. Some of the stalls were left to show 
the original use. Norm died in 1999 and Lee carried on 
the business until 2007 when she sold to Lynn and 
Michael Derocher.

12 Francis St. W.
The Corral

For Lynn Derocher’s 40th birthday (2007) her 
husband, Michael, surprised her by buying what 
was then known as Lee’s Antiques. They changed 
the name to The Corral and began to sell clothing, 
swimwear and gifts. Lynn does custom embroidery 
on t-shirts, sweaters, tea towels, etc. In October 
2009, they had the house torn down by Paul Young 
Construction. In 2020 they have cleared out the 
room that held most of the clothes to put in a year 
round Christmas Store (Snow & Sand), and they 
will be keeping the swimwear line. At the left side 
of the building is a Commercial Kitchen. When 
they first opened the Corral they also had the 
kitchen opened and sold burgers, fries, hotdogs, 
sausage on a bun etc. It has been closed for a few 
years but they are planning to open it back up and 
call it Lock 34 Cafe.

Edward Edwards appears as a 25-year-old Ontario-born labourer in the 1871 Census. The following year E.R. 
Edwards started a livery business in partnership with Robert Cain. The firm of Cain and Edwards lasted until 1876, 
when E.R. became the sole owner [CP3 Nov 1876; 3]. The Edwards home, drive shed and livery stable were all 
destroyed in a fire on Saturday May 8th, 1880. Nothing was saved from the flames [FFG 14 May 1880; 2]. 
“Edwards’ Old-Established Livery Stable” was in operation again Francis St. E. by February 1881 [FFG 26 Feb 
1881; 2]. E.R. also operated the hotel “bus” between the railway station and the village hotels after 1882 [FFG 23 
Dec 1882; 2] . In May of 1883 Edwards purchased the home of John Ingram on Francis St. W. for $600 [FFG 26 
May 1883; 2] By July the building at the back of the lot was turned into a stable for 10 horses, and a driving shed 
was constructed {FFG July 1883; 2]. Although the Edwards house was again damaged by fire in April of 1895 
[FFG 19 April 1895; 4], the business was in operation until the 1920’s. E.C. (Charlie) Edwards (1873 - 1971) took 
over the business in 1904 after the death of his father. He died in 1971 at the age of 98. The property remained in 
the Edwards’’ family until the 1980’s. The house was demolished in 2009, but the barn, though altered, still stands. 

Information from Directory of Nineteenth Century Businesses in Fenelon Falls /Randall Speller - pg. 119

Lynn and Michael Derocher
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13 Francis St. W.

John LeCraw’s family moved to Norland during the 
depression, his father was the first member of the 
family to work for the Fenelon Falls Gazette.From 

1939 - 1971 John LeCraw worked at the paper 
except for the years he served during the war.

Styles Hearing Centre

Nancy Styles was born and raised just outside of 
Fenelon Falls. She moved to Oshawa and opened 
up a hearing aid clinic which she operated for 21 
years. She and her husband decided to take over his 
family farm so Nancy sold her practise and in the 
fall of 2001 she opened Styles Hearing Centre in 
Fenelon Falls.

Fenelon Falls Gazette 
E.D. Hand began publishing the Fenelon Falls 
Gazette in 1872. It was printed in the Clifton 
House Hotel which was located on Francis St 
E. A subscription cost $1.00/year. As well as 
reporting the news, Mr. Hand, who had very 
strong opinions, often gave his own comments 
on events in the village. On one occasion he 
wrote about a citizen who had purchased an 
expensive dog and bragged about its cost. Mr. 
Hand reported all this and the fact that it was 
cut in two by the train and was now only 
worth half as much. There was a fire in the 
Gazette area of the Clifton House in 1880 and all records were lost. How much easier the historian’s 
work would be if it were not for fires and floods destroying records. Of course, it is likely the owners 
back then deplored the loss as well. The Gazette office was relocated to the south east corner of Francis 
St. W. and May St. In 1915 the Gazette was sold to J.J. Lee who ran it for three years before selling to 
Art and Bert Robson. Art soon bought his brother’s share of the Gazette and operated it until 1967. He 
sold the business to his nephew, Ken Robson and the building to Ruth Deane (Peddler Shop). Ken 
stayed a short while and then moved the operation to a part of the old public school (now apartments) at  
147 Colborne St. Ken sold the Gazette in 1969 to Tom and Shirley Haire who also owned the 
Bobcaygeon Independent. They took the printing to Bobcaygeon, but maintained an office at 47 
Colborne St. In 1983, Bert Sevink bought both newspapers. He only kept them for a very short time and 
then sold them to a large newspaper publishing company. In 2000 the Fenelon Falls Gazette was sold. 
Metroland Printing, Publishing & Distributing bought it from Citizen’s Communication Group.
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James R. Webster - Lawyer James Webster opened his law 
office here in 1976. Shortly 
after the turn of the 20th 
century the Fenelon Falls 
Public Library was in this 
house with Mrs. Calder as 
Librarian.

20 Francis St. W.

Jim Webster and his son Cameron paddle their canoe along 
Francis St. W. during the flood of June 2000.

On June 25, 2000, 76 mm of rain 
came down in a very short period  of 
time causing the creek in Fenelon 
Falls to overflow. This caused 
considerable damage with flooding 
throughout the Village and the 
Township. Firefighters and 
volunteers battled the flood for most 
of the day and into the evening.

Barry Jenkins and other hydro workers, as 
well as the fire department and volunteers, 
helped to fill sandbags during the flood - 

March 21, 1980

The Flood of March 21, 1980

Francis St. W. - flood waters covering 
streets and lawns.

Flood June 2000

At one time (c.1940’s ) 
the house next door to 
Jim Webster (east side) 

was Dr MacKay’s 
veterinarian practice.
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Ziraldo’s Italian Restaurant  was originally a 
home built in 1925 for Miss Lucy Potts, one of 
the seven daughters of Adam and Jane Potts. 
They lived at Sunny Brae Farm on the west side 
of Cameron Lake (Potts Shore Rd.). 
Construction was 
down by Jack 
Stewart and Arthur 
Brokenshire. At one 
time Lucy was 
employed at 

Campbell Dry Goods Store and later awe and her sister Mae kept boarders, 
often bachelor ministers or teachers, two being Rev. Green of the Anglican 
Church and Rev. Burtch of the Presbyterian Church. Hazel Cunningham 
(Graham) also boarded here when she started high school. Hazel was so 
happy to attend Fenelon Falls High School with so many classmates after 
being in a one room school house with 13 students. Hazel would stay 
during the week and go home on the weekends. Her parents, William and 
Frances Cunningham followed suit and boarded at the Potts’. Her dad 
worked for Foster Kelly just down the road from the boarding house. 
Lucy died in 1947 and Mae died in 1950. The Cunninghams (Bill was a 
nephew of the Potts) bought the house from the estate and they sold their 
farm which was out near Romany Ranch. In 1950 Hazel graduated 
teacher’s college and wasn’t sure where she would be teachingT. hen two 
gentlemen from the School Board met with Hazel and offered her a Grade 
1 teaching position at Fenelon Falls Public School. They needed an answer 
quickly because school was about to start. Without hesitation she said yes. 
Bill Cunningham lived here until 1993. Heidi Neal opened The Topiary 
Tearoom in this historic house in 1999. Over the last few years it has 
changed hands, but has always remained a restaurant. In 2018 Ziraldo’s 
Italian Restaurant, owned by Lynne and Rickey Carreiro, opened.

For Canada's 125th birthday in 1992, 
the Village of Fenelon Falls dedicated 
the little park beside the Post Office on 
the corner of Francis St. W. and Market 
St., as a Veteran's Memorial Peace Park 
to the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 

238 and the Ladies Auxiliary. 

24 Colborne St. W.

Veteran’s Memorial Peace Park

Ziraldo’s Italian Restaurant 

Lucy Potts

Bill and Frances 
Cunningham  

50th Anniversary, 
1975
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1000 CANDLES REQUIRED TO LIGHT THE FENELON FALLS CENOTAPH  
by Arlene Coleman 2018 

The main street of Fenelon Falls will be lit with hundreds upon hundreds of candles carried by the 
community in silent tribute to Veterans both past and present. The Fenelon Falls Legion’s 18th annual 
Candlelight Tribute makes its way from the lock area (Water and Colborne Sts.) to the Cenotaph the 
evening of November 10th. The candles are placed by family and friends in remembrance of loved 
ones who served or are serving in Canada’s military. Those who have no military connection can place 
their candle in tribute to The Unknown Soldier; those lost in Afghanistan, or bear a suitable tribute 
message. To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI we will be placing candles in 
memory and honour of those 57 men from Fenelon Falls community who gave their lives in the Great 
War. When the procession arrives at the Cenotaph, the candles are placed around the base of the 
monument and a brief ceremony of remembrance marks the occasion. Our hope is that we sell 1,000 
candles and have them flicker in silent tribute to our Veterans who served and continue to serve in the 
cause of peace and freedom. To add to the dignity and solemnity of the occasion, the Hastings and 
Prince Edward Regiment Cadets, will, again, stand guard in silent vigil. The vigil resumes for the 
Remembrance Day Service on November 11th . Nothing is as poignant and moving as a midnight visit 
to the Cenotaph with the light of all those candles shining through the frosty and chilly November 
night. All funds raised go to the Poppy Trust Fund for the benefit of Veterans and their dependants, 
low rental housing and care facilities for elderly/disabled and community medical appliances and 
medical research. We invite you to attend with your children as there is a need to ensure that children 
develop a real appreciation for Remembrance Day and have an understanding of the sacrifices made 
by Canadians both past and present. We, the succeeding generations, must ensure that Remembrance 
Day is afforded the respect and dignity it so rightly deserves and maintains its place among the great 
traditions of our country. We remind you that the Remembrance Day Service in Fenelon Falls will be 
at 11:00 am at the cenotaph. On November 11, at the going down of the sun, communities across 
Canada will mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War with the ringing of 100 
bells. The ringing of bells emulates the 
moment in 1918 when church bells 
across Europe tolled as four years of 
war had come to an end. In Fenelon 
Falls the bells will ring from the 
Anglican, Presbyterian, and United 
churches at approximately 4:51 pm. 
There will be a Piper on the downtown 
street of Fenelon Falls. Bells for Peace 
is a national event. At sunset on 
November 11, the bells will ring at 
Parliament Hill, city halls, places of 
worship, military bases, Naval vessels 
and at ceremonies across the country to 
honour Canada’s Veterans and 
commemorate the end of the First 
World War. -  
“Light a Candle for a Vet”.

Rick Hughes and Belinda Wilson perform at the 
Cenotaph in honour of the men and women who served or 

are serving to protect us.
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Liquor Control Board of Ontario (L.C.B.O.)

This building was owned first by James 
Dickson, a land surveyor, and later by George 
Nie and his family. There were four Nie girls, 
Bessie, Annie, Alice and Emily, who 
remained spinsters all their lives. After the 
sisters were gone it was converted by Dr. Bill 
Graham for his doctor’s office, and was used 
as such until the Fenelon Medical Centre was 
built. Bruno and Elizabeth Luzak started the 
Chatterbox Restaurant in 1987 and sold it to 
Eric and Ida Noske in 1988, who owned it for 
34 years. In 2014, Ida’s niece, Diana Zidar 
took over the property; after having been 
encouraged to move to Fenelon Falls, she left 
her job with the Ministry of Transportation 
and established a retail space offering 
clothing, accessories and giftware. Diana was 
familiar with the area, as her mother, Milena 
Zidar, had owned and operated Rosedale 
Mini Gardens for 30 years. Diana kept the old 
sign and has it on display on the verandah – 
many people reminisce with her about her 
mom when they see the sign. Also operating 
at this location are H&R Block and Burke’s 
Kitchen & Bath. 

It is hard to believe now, but 
Fenelon Falls was once a "dry" 
town. When the Village of 
Fenelon Falls was incorporated in 
1874 it was possible to buy 
alcoholic drinks in the various 
hotels. When the temperance 
movement became strong in the 
Village, a vote was held and the 
"drys" won. As a result alcohol 
could not be purchased either in a 
store or a hotel. It was necessary 
to drive to Lindsay or Coboconk to buy a drink and Lindsay was the closest place to buy it by the bottle. 
Another vote was held in 1934, and the "wets" won, but nothing was done until the council voted in 
1962 to have a combined Liquor and Beer store. Alcohol could not be purchased for consumption in 
restaurants until December 1977. 

21 Francis St. W.

27 Francis St. W.

Diana’s Gift Shop
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A retirement party was held at the Fenelon Falls 
Legion for Fire Chief Jim Curtis, who joined the 
fire department in 1926 and became Fire Chief in 
1930. His official date for retirement was 
December 31, 1976 when Al Graham became the 
new Fire Chief. 

Retirement for  Fire Chief  
Jim Curtis - 1976 

Back Row (L-R) George Tomlinson, unknown; Third 
Row (L-R) Doug Ellery, unknown, John Bailey, Fred 
Brandon; Second Row (L-R) Ron Peel, Ab Jackett, 
Jim Bailey. Al Graham, Lloyd McIntyre; Front Row 
(L-R) Larry Demarce, Jim McDonnell, Jim Curtis 

Fenelon Falls Retired Firemen - 1991

Retiring firefighters Al Graham (Fire Chief), Fred Brandon, 
Doug Ellery, Doug Clerk and Albert Jackett attended a 

party in their honour.

1935 Chev Pumper

In October 1992 two Fenelon 
Falls Fire Department 
firefighters, John Bailey and Jack 
Vanatter, received plaques and 
medals awarded them for 30 and 
45 years service respectively. 

Official Opening of Fenelon's new 
building Station #1 was August 26, 

1989.

Fenelon Falls Fire Department - Station 22
Corner of Francis St. W. & John St.



263

20 Year Fire Services Exemplary Service 
Medals and Retirees 

Fenelon Fire Department - 2000

Back Row (L-R) Jerry Rintoul, Frank Lewis, Kevin Graham, Garth 
Nicholls, John Bailey; Middle Row (L-R) Bob Gamsby, Fred Elder, 
Walter Sweeney, Don Barber, Barry Jenkins   Front Row (L-R) Retirees - 
Jack Vanatter, Stan Selleck, Jim McDonnell

Port-A-Tank and 1989 
Ford Pumper 

Long Service Awards (September 1997)

Members of the Fenelon Falls Fire Department and their 
spouses recently received long service awards from the 
Ministry of the Solicitor General’s Fire Marshall’s Office. In 
recognition of the achievement, Fenelon Falls Reeve, Roger 
Bellwood presented each with a framed award. (L-R) Jerry 
and Evelyn Rintoul, Edith and Kevin Graham, Anne and Bob 
Gamsby, Gwen and Garth Nicholls.

1960 Ford Aerial Ladder 
Truck (Quinte)

The Fenelon Falls Fire 
Department has protected the 
Village of Fenelon Falls and the 
surrounding area for decades. In 
2001 the municipalities of 
Victoria County were 
amalgamated into the City of 
Kawartha Lakes, and the Fenelon 
Falls Fire Department became 
part of the Kawartha Lakes Fire 
& Rescue Service - Station 22
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Back Row (L-R): Captain Jim Laver, Captain Eric Mohr;  Sixth Row (L-R): Mariano Perini OFM 
representative, presenter, John Bailey, Chief Dave Guilbault, FF* Bill Morrison, FF Garth Nichols  
Fifth Row (L-R): FF Tom Allen, Captain Gerard Jillisen, Chief Patrick Twohey, Chief Mark 
Pankhurst, Valerie Knights, FF Peter Quaranto), Fourth Row (L-R): ____, Captain Philip Pearce, 
Captain Jim Bolan, Captain Wayne Nielsen, ______, FF Frank Spry, Captain Donnie Barber  Third 
Row (L-R): Captain Mike Hannon, Captain John Blackmore, FF Edgar Fildley, Captain John 
Bradimore, Captain Roger Gostlin, FF Barry Jenkins, Captain Fred Elder  Second Row (L-R) 
Captain Doug Brear, Captain Mike Smith, presenter, Captain Wayne Timms, Captain Don Logan  
Front Row (L-R): Captain Dan Johnson, Captain Don James, Captain Dave Cunnington, FF Sandy 
Blackmore, FF Deb Smelt, _____, presenter, Captain Paul Lindquist, Chief Ron Raymer. 
*FF = Firefighter

Fire Services Exemplary Service Medals  
May 27, 2008
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Excerpt from Through The Eyes of Al Graham  
by Belinda Wilson, July 16, 1985 

… Since 1951, Al Graham has been involved with 
the Fenelon Falls Fire Department. He became the 
Fire Chief in 1977, taking over when James Curtis 
retired. “The emphasis now is on fire prevention and 
fire safety, instead of fire protection,” he commented 
as he discussed the evolution of the fire department. 
The danger factor is still the same, but the culprit 
has changed. Synthetic materials in furniture now 
cause toxic fumes which can seriously harm the 
firemen. “We’ve always had good volunteer support, 
and a good cross section of men, who can deal with 
different aspects of fires … electricians, hydro 
workers, carpenters. We train twice a month in every 
aspect of fire prevention and protection. We’re 
pretty good,” he said, going on to explain the 
updates in equipment. “Fire hydrants were put in 
town in the late 1960’s or early 1970’s - before that 
we had to rely on water systems and wells. We once 
strung a hose from the bell tower (at the falls) to 
Bond Street. And we have extrication equipment 
now - we get a lot of highway calls.” He explains 
that the firefighters are a brotherhood - there is a 
special bond which grows between those whose 
lives and safety depend on one another in an 
emergency situation…

Al Graham retired as Fire 
Chief in the fall of 1991.

…having lived in Fenelon Falls for years, Mr. Graham has involved himself with community, 
serving 17 years on the Ross Memorial Hospital Board - he even served as Chairman of the 
Board and he is in his 37th year as a Rotarian. Mr. Graham remembers the snow storm of 1947, 
when the whole town was blocked in from Friday to the next Wednesday. Deliveries were 
slowed or stopped altogether, although he said that the dairy deliveries made it. In such a time 
of crisis, everybody’s door was opened to help those who needed it, and the community spirit 
ran high…

Fire Chief Al Graham
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You might expect a firefighter with more than 50 years 
of volunteer service to ease gracefully toward 
retirement during their final days on the job. But when 
a fire engulfed a 125 year old Bond Street home in 
Fenelon Falls on Boxing Day, Fenelon Fire Department 
volunteer Capt. Jack Vanatter attacked his job with the 
same vigour that marked his 51 years on the force. 
Fenelon Falls grocery store owner joined the force 
when he was a teenager. He was motivated by the thrill 
of the job and by a sense of commitment to the 
community. “At first it was the excitement,” Vanatter 
said. “Everyone likes to follow the siren to see what’s 
going on. But it developed into a feeling of community 
service, of wanting to do something good for people in 
hot water.” During his years on the force, Vanatter 
witnessed the evolution of firefighting from a 
rudimentary task to one which is far more 
technologically advanced. Back when the Fenelon Falls 
resident joined the force, there were no air packs, no 
tankers, no portable pumps and not even enough basic 
gear to go around. “We’re certainly a lot better 
equipped now,” he explains. “Back then sometimes 
there weren’t enough boots to go around. So I’d come 
home with my leather shoes all wet. I’d have to use 
newspaper to dry them out. Most of the firefighting was 
done from outside, because there was no way to get 
inside when there was heavy smoke.” There were no 
beepers to notify volunteers back then either. Instead, a 
siren in Fenelon Falls’ downtown would sound to let firefighters know they should go to the fire hall, 
Vanatter explained. “We used to be called by the siren,” he said. “We use to run down the street to the 
fire hall. It use to be a race to see who would get there first.”Fred Brandon (Brandon Hardware) and 
Jack would have a competition between the two who would get to the hall first. It became a standing 
joke between the two men. Now, 51 years later, Vanatter says firefighters are better able to fight fires 
and respond to other incidents like highway rescue, medical emergencies and ice rescues thanks to 
improved training and technology. “The expectation now is that (volunteers) will be trained to same 
level as full-time firefighters,” he said. “With all the new equipment, we can actually go inside 
buildings now.”…

Jack Vanatter Hangs Up His Helmet 
Excerpts from article written by Jeffrey Ferrier in The Lindsay Daily Post (2000)

Jack Vanatter is holding two medals. 
One he received for 50 years of service 
and the second one was giving to him 

by the Governor General of the 
Province for Exemplary and 

Distinguished Conduct.
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John  
And 

Sandy’s 
Last 

Rides 

Photo by Jana Waterson Photography

John Blackmore died February 27, 2016. 
John’s last ride on the fire truck  -  

June 11, 2016.

Sandy Blackmore died July 6, 2020. 
Sandy’s last ride on the fire truck -  

July 7, 2020

This is a special tribute to a remarkable couple; John 
and Sandy Blackmore from Burnt River. John and 
Sandy were married in 1956. They raised four 
daughters (Debbie, Jenny, Pauline & April). In 1977 
they joined the volunteer Fire Department in Burnt 
River. They were the first husband and wife couple to 
join. Sandy was also the first female firefighter Burnt 
River had. John and Sandy became well known, not 
just in Burnt River, but throughout the neighbouring 
communities. If there was a large fire in Fenelon 
Falls, Burnt River would respond to it or vice versa. 
People got to know and depend on them to help out 
where needed They volunteered their time by going to 

fairs and other events educating people on fire safety and prevention.  They belonged to many, many 
different organizations over the years. John’s day job was as a jail guard for 28 years and his evenings 
and weekends were taken up by being President of the Civitan Club, Chairman of the program called 
C.H.I.L.D. (Civitan’s Help Identify Lost Children), Chairman for the Recreation Association of Burnt 
River and as a member of the Board of Management for the Burnt River Somerville Recreation Centre. 
He was also chosen as the Citizen of the Year in Burnt River. While John had his organizations, Sandy 
was busy with her own community involvement. She volunteered with Community Care, Diner’s Club, 
the Anglican Church, Women’s Institute and Royal Canadian Legion  Br. 519. Both John and Sandy 
were longtime members of the Kawartha All Terrain Vehicle Association (KATVA). But their passion 
and love was for the fire service, and you could see it in their community involvement. When John died 
in 2016, the Burnt River Fire Department, Station #20  had a procession for him from the hall to the 
Community Centre in Burnt River. There were over 300 people who attended his Celebration of Life. 
Because of COVID-19, Sandy’s family was not able to have a Celebration of Life when she passed 
away in 2020 but her family was able to give her a last ride on the fire truck. On July 7, 2020 the fire 
truck left Jardine Funeral Home with Sandy and family. Colborne St. and Lindsay St. saw business 
owners and citizens lining the sidewalks to wave goodbye to Sandy - a wife, mother, friend, family 
member and a firefighter. John and Sandy may not have lived in Fenelon Falls, but mention their name 
and there are few people who have not had some interaction with them over the years. Now John and 
Sandy are together once again.

John and Sandy Blackmore
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The original Fenelon Falls Ambulance Service was 
started in 1963 by a Fenelon Falls resident by the 
name of Bruce Wood (located on Northline Rd.). 
The service was staffed with volunteers and his 
family members. The ambulance he first used was a 
1947 Packard of which there were only three in 
Ontario. Mr. Wood was able to maintain this system 
up until 1968 when the Ontario Hospital Services 
Commission started funding private ambulance 
service in Ontario. At this point Mr. Wood was able 
to hire a full time ambulance driver to help with the 
duties. The working shifts were comprised of five 
staggered eight-hour shifts. These shifts were 
completed onsite at the base. The other 16 hours 
were completed by means of a call back system. 
That let the ambulance driver who lived in close proximity of the base to be at home and called out only 
when there was an ambulance call to be completed. The call back rate of pay was 50 cents an hour. In 
1978 there were three full-time workers in the Fenelon Falls Ambulance Service: Bruce Wood, Charlie 
Pearn and Rick Wilkins, and two part time workers - Harmon “Pug” Allen and Don Young It was 

eventually sold to the owner of Beaverton Ambulance 
Services and moved to Peace Valley. Later it operated 
from Industrial Park Drive and eventually became part 
of Kawartha Lakes Emergency Services.

Back Row (L-R) Tami (Wood) Hodgson, Fern (Wood) 
Allen, Harmon Allen, Barry Wood, Diane (Wilkin) 

Wood, Barb (Wood) Fletcher  Front Row (L-R) Tim , 
Velma, Bruce, David, Susan (Wood ) Lyons c.1972. 

Harmon “Pug” Allen, son-in-law of Bruce and Velma 
Wood first worked for Bruce and later became the 
Supervisor with Beaverton & District Ambulance 

Service. Susan Wood worked for the Durham Region 
Ambulance Service. She was one of the first two 

women to be hired by Metro Ambulance. Barry Wood 
also worked for the Ambulance Service.

Fenelon Falls Ambulance Service

The Fenelon Falls Legion Branch 
238 raised money to purchase this 
Ambulance in 1957, which they 

donated to the Village of Fenelon 
Falls 

Pictured (L-R) 
Art Pogue & John Gleed.  
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1978 Dodge Van

Ambulance driver Charlie Pearn

All ambulance calls do not happen 
in easy-to-reach locations. Bruce 

Wood attached skis to the bottom of 
the ambulance stretchers to bring 
injured people off the ice or out of 

snow-covered wooded areas.

(Right Picture) Kirk Norris started with the 
ambulance service in October 1987. At that 
time it was called Beaverton District 
Ambulance Service. He responded to 
ambulance calls out of the Peace Valley Auto 
Shop located at the corner of Cty. Rd. 8 and 
Hwy. 35. Mary Bullock owned the service at 
that time. In 2001 the ambulance service 
became a part of the City of Kawartha Lakes. 
As of 2020, Kirk has been an ambulance/
paramedic worker for 33 years and does not 
see retirement in his near future.

1968 GMC
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by Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter / courtesy of Kawartha 411 Pamela Vanmeer  

In 1978 a young Don Young joined the Fenelon Ambulance services and opened the door to an ever-
changing, ever-challenging career. When Don 
started, Fenelon Ambulance was owned by Bruce 
Wood. They had three full time paramedics - Bruce 
Wood, Charlie Pearn and Rick Wilkins - and two 
part-time - (Harmon) Pug Allen and Don Young. 
They worked onsite 8:00-4:00; if they were called 
out in the night and they had a shift the next day 
they still had to complete their shift. Their home 
base was on Northline Rd. and then when the 
ambulance service was sold to the owner of 
Beaverton Ambulance Services it moved to Peace 
Valley and now has found its home on Industrial 
Park Drive. Training at the time was held at 
Canadian Forces Base Borden.  It was called 
the Fundamentals of Casualty Care, consisting of a 
one-month Monday to Friday training in anatomy 
and physiology, advanced first aid, splinting for 
fractures, and light rescue techniques.  They were 
trained in the Holger Nielson method of respiration and the Revised Silvester;  these were the days 
before CPR. They did all their own rescues. Pug remembers the weekends in Fenelon Falls being 
like the wild west; drinking-and-driving was commonplace as was driving in cars without seat belts.  
Many times they were first on scene for a labour which came too quickly or was unexpected, and 
there were a number of Fenelon Falls babies born in the arms of the capable ambulance attendants.  
A stretcher attached to water skis was created to transport those injured on the snowmobile trail or at 
a cottage which was only accessible by sled in the winter.  They had to be quick on their feet and 
quick with a solution to many unexpected situations which could not be taught in a classroom. They 
needed to trust their partner explicitly Don’s quiet, calm manner and his smile were a welcome sight 
in a chaotic situation, even when it meant answering a call dealing with family or friends. He spoke 
and you listened, he told you exactly what to do and you did it confidently because you knew Don 
would never steer you wrong. He was always soft spoken and anyone who was in his care knew 
instantly they were in good hands.   Servicing an area where he was born and grew up, where he 
knew most of the people upon whom he was called to help must have had its challenges but you 
never saw that with Don.  It did not matter what the situation was or who was involved - his 
demeanour never changed. On Sunday April 2nd, 2017 Don closed the doors of an ambulance for the 
last time.  The community of Fenelon Falls is thankful to have had Don as part of the Ambulance 
services for 39 years. 

Fenelon Falls paramedic retires after 39 years on the job 
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John LeCraw and Hector MacDonald purchased the building, 67 Francis St. W. in 1971. They had 
started Lemac Printers in the old school at the top of Colborne St, where both men had worked for the 
Fenelon Falls Gazette. When printing methods changed in the newspaper business they bought this hall 
and set up an independent printing shop. They sold the business to Del Belton around 1990 and he later 
moved the business out to Rose Lorraine Park Complex.The building was sold and converted into a 
home.

67 Francis St. W.

72 Francis St. W.

The Washington Newspaper Press 
Circa 1850’s - 60’s Canada West  

(Ontario)  

This press was used to print the Fenelon Falls Gazette by Mr. 
Edward Deanes Hand in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. After this 
it sat in the Gazette Office for years. In 1952 it was moved to the 
Robson house on Bond St. and stored in pieces under the garage. 
John LeCraw was fortunate to get it back from the Robson family 
when he and Hector MacDonald opened Lemac Printers. It is the 
only known press of this kind which was made in Oshawa. John 
often demonstrated it at local fairs and shows. During a fire at the 
Gazette office the press was dumped into the creek on Francis 
Street W. Evidence of the fire can be seen by the scorched area on 
the underside of the wooden handle. 

Lemac Printers

Gazebo Inn
History of the Gazebo by Marina McLennan, Reeve of Fenelon 

Falls 1982 
The Gazebo, or summer house, was built around 1904. “This 
Gazebo is a six sided structure located on the corner of Francis 
St. W. property and at one time it was surrounded by rose bushes. 
The roof has six segments and rises to a point. The roof elements 
are bell-cast or curved and are covered in shingles. At the point 
of the roof is a turned finial (ornament). The eaves of the roof 
project well over the wall. The six sections of the wall are 
divided by a vertical wooden post. Each wall section is composed 
of crossed slats of wood in a diagonal pattern, thus creating an 
enclosed yet well ventilated space. A doorway, on the south west 
side, is slightly recessed and is constructed in the same manner. 
The door is divided in half by a horizontal wooden bar. The door 
itself is surrounded by moulded wood architrave. There is a 
cement step at the base of the door. At most there would be room 
for only two people inside.” Reeve, Marina McLennan wrote that 
finding a gazebo in such good repair as the Francis St. summer 
house warranted its protection as a part of Fenelon Falls heritage.
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Lock 34 Condos

94 Francis St. W.

Construction of Lock 34 condominiums started in November 2012.  The first residents moved in 
late in the fall of 2013.  It was the first condo apartment building in Fenelon Falls with an elevator 
and is an impressive three-storey, 24-unit building with underground parking. 
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Excerpt from Fenelon Falls 
Gazette - February 4, 1998 

Local singer-songwriter Rick 
Hughes (right) wrote and 
recorded a song entitled “Mr. 
Yip Stix” in tribute to the late 
Garnet Graham, who raised 
thousands of dollars to help at 
the beach through the sale of 
his “Yip Stick”. The “Yip 
Stick” was a simple wooden 
toy consisting of a notched 
stick with a wooden 
“propeller” nailed on the end. When the stick was rubbed 
with a length of dowel, the propeller would spin, but only if 
the purchaser learned the trick to its operation from Garnet 
Graham. Two dollars from each purchase of the cassette will 
be donated to community activities, as a tribute to the work 
done by Garnet Graham.

Garnet Graham Lakeside Park was named after a well-
known and well-deserving resident of Fenelon Falls, Garnet 
Graham. Three 60-foot piers at the beach were cemented 
with Yip Stick sales. The money  from his Yip Stick sales 
also contributed to the Recreation Board, the Lions Club, 
Rotary Club and the Santa Claus Parade "Candy Fund” plus 
many others. Garnet Graham was known as the unpaid 
supervisor of the Beach Park. He wanted the piers at the 
beach to designate a certain depth so the children would 
know how far they could swim and be safe. Above left - 
Garnet Graham entertaining a family with his Yip Stick; 
Above centre - Reeve Barclay Taylor honouring Garnet 
Graham at the naming the beach park in his honour; Above 
right - Christian and Philip Hughes enjoying the benefits of 
Garnet Graham’s dedication to the Fenelon Falls beach area.

Garnet Graham “Mr. Yip Stick”

Lyrics to “Mr. Yip Stix” 

Verse 1 
He’d walk along old Colborne St. 
On busy days where people be 
Standing on a corner he would pause 
How he was master of his game 
How he earned the distinct name 
Raising cain and money for the cause 

Chorus 
From his shirt there came a toothy stick 
And just before the final sale 
He’s show you one last trick 
Then he’d grin 
As it spinned 
Yeah he’d grin 
As it spinned 
Garnet grinned 

Verse 2 
For years and years he worked the minds 
With his one-propeller pine 
Seemed to hold the magic in his hands 
With tree-climbing black Bobby Boo 
There wasn’t many others who  
Held people’s attention with commands 

Chorus 

Verse 3 
Now all the sticks and yips are gone 
Memories are moving on 
But this song guarantees that one remains 
Sometimes down the road of life 
Walks one who’ll sacrifice for others  
This one’s for you, Garnet Graham 

Chorus out
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In 1958 my wife Ruby and our three children 
lived in Kinmount, Ontario. I had just finished 
taking courses from the Television Electronics 
Institute Ltd. in Toronto and had received a 
diploma certifying me. I had passed all the exams 
qualifying me to enter into the electronics repair 
trade. At this time living in Kinmount, a small 
town with limited amount of electronic repairs. In 
1961 I received employment with the Lord 
Simcoe Hotel in Toronto, servicing 1,500 units in 
1400 rooms. The hotel had their own cable 
system. Towers, antennas on top of the 30 floor 
building, on the top floor was 12ft. By 14 ft. 
room with all special amplifiers to feed the signal 
to each floor and each room of the hotel. Also all 
the water and central air units were on the top 
floor. I had to work all weekends, with Tuesday 

and Wednesday off. In 1963 we moved to Fenelon Falls and rented a house on Bond St. W. which 
we purchased a couple of years later. In1964 I became employed as a Bench Technician with 
Canadian General Electric in Toronto. In 1965 I was promoted to Service Manager for Service 
Shop. In 1969 Palmer Electric (located on Colborne St in Fenelon Falls) and I made an agreement 
to service televisions and radios they sold. Palmer 
Electric made a room at the back of the store for a 
repair shop. So I left General Electric, purchased all 
equipment I needed to do repairs and stock that was 
needed and a work bench and came back to Fenelon 
Falls to do my lifes work. This arrangement worked 
very well until Palmer Electric put the building up 
for sale and I moved the business to Francis St.E. 
where the Shoe Repair had closed down. I was able 
to rent the building - cleaned it up and sterilized the cement floor by washing it with 50% Javex 
and water. At that time we named the service company M. Simmons TV Sales & Service. My 
wife Ruby became an equal partner. She was receptionist, bookkeeper, treasurer and secretary. At 
this time we became an authorized Service Centre for Samsung, Westinghouse, RCA Victor, 
General Electric and Canadian Admiral, and we serviced for a 50-mile radius. We continued 
serving residents of the Fenelon Falls area until 1995 when the business closed. Ruby suffered 
mini-strokes and I had a heart attack in November 1995 and bypass heart surgery in November 
1996. We serviced our customers’ electronics from 1969 - 1995. I am very glad that we as a 
family decided to spend our lives and retirement in such a great town with such friendly people.

Francis Street East 

M. Simmons TV Sales & Service 
by Melville Simmons

On the wall behind Melville Simmons are 
the certificates from all the companies for 
whom he had to take yearly courses to be 

able to service their electronics.

6 Francis St. E.
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The Pie Shack 

This cement block building once housed 
the Community Police. It was built in 
1990 by the Village of Fenelon Falls and 
also housed public washrooms. In 2020 
David Evans purchased the building and 
has renovated it for his physiotherapy 
practise.

This was the original site for the Cobbler’s Shop, operated by John Ivin, whose living 
quarters were located at the back of his shop. W.B. Brandon built this building in the late 
1960’s to house the cobbler. When John Ivin died it was used for various purposes, 
including M. Simmons TV Sales & Service until 1995. In 2011 Joann (Walsh) Patterson 
started The Little Pie Shack at this location. Joann originally started as the Shabby Shack 
on the Sturgeon Point Road in 2005, then moved to the present location in October of 2011. 
Originally she specialized in baked goods: pies, tarts and sweets, and expanding to include a 
lunch counter with a hot and cold menu. The Little Pie Shack also makes frozen meals such 
as lasagna, cabbage rolls and meat pies. An event catering service is also available.

David Evans Professional Building

8 Francis Street East
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Big Event - Floral & Decorating Co.

Peter Wenzel opened his hair styling business in the front of his home in 1979. At one time this home 
belonged to Mrs. Robert Graham, who was the grandmother of (J.G.) Jim Paterson (1907-1994), a 
retired Bank of Commerce manager whose roots were in this area. Today, Meredith Montgomery owns 
and operates  Big Event, Floral & Decorating Company at this location. Faye Tamblyn has been a 
longtime employee.

Kriger ’s Trading Store

From the late 1920 ’s until sometime during the 1950’s Kriger ’s Trading Store operated behind the 
McFarland building. During the 1950’s Kriger's Trading Store was torn down. The Krigers lost 
their son, Sgt. Observer Louis Kriger, RCAF, on September 2, 1941.

13 Francis St. E.
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Foster Kelly opened up a Massey Harris 
Farm Implement dealership here in a 
frame building in 1899. When it burned 
in 1913 he erected the present cement 
structure. On the east end of the building 
was a garage called Kelly & Smith 
Garage, run by Foster Kelly and Moss 
Smith, where they sold McLaughlin 
vehicles. In the centre was Foster 
Kelly’s Plumbing and Heating and on 
the west end, Charlie Kelly, a brother of 
Foster, had a blacksmith shop. On the 
second floor, above the blacksmith shop, 
Archie Trudell had a clothing alteration 
business. The blacksmith  shop became a 

machine shop operated by Goldie Hallock. Later this section was torn down to provide parking for the 
IGA employees. The garage part of the building was also operated by George Armstrong and then 
Archie Gillis until the early 1960’s. Foster Kelly’s son Milburn owned and operated this family 
business from 1940 until it was sold in 1974. During this period, several Fenelon Falls men were 
employed by Milburn, including Bill Cunningham and Lorne Bailey. In 1974 Milburn Kelly sold the 
business to Frank Bayley (Foster Kelly Plumbing and 
Heating). Frank eventually moved the business to 
Lindsay. The business is now closed.

Picture by Modern Photography & Image 
Combing by Sharon Walker 

Freda (Bulmer) Kelly, widow of Milburn Kelly, 
still lives in the Kelly House. The house has 

been in the Kelly name since the early part of 
the 1900’s.

14 Francis St. E.

Blue Oak Gallery

Foster Kelly’s Building  

Pictured above is Charles Kelly and Foster Kelly in front of 
their shops in the early 1920’s.  

The old Foster Kelly building has been transformed 
from the original cement structure into the building 
shown in the photo on the left.At one time Blue Oak 
Gallery had its shop here. Now King’s Ink Tattoo & 
Piercing is located at the back of the building.
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24 Francis St. E.
Cliffside Chiropractic Centre

The property at 24 Francis Street East was originally 
part of the land belonging to the Inn on the Cliff (aka 
Hotel Kawartha). Following the fire which destroyed 
the hotel in 1970, owner Sandy Pavelek built the 
current building for his business, Roto Instruments, 
which manufactured cartography equipment. The 
property was purchased by Dr. Mark Torry in 1999 
and renovated to create Cliffside Chiropractic Centre. 
Dr. Susan Hochstenbach (Mark’s fiancée) graduated a 
year later and joined Mark in practice. They 
purchased Rahn Chiropractic in Lindsay in July 2000 
and changed the name to Family Chiropractic 
Solutions. They got married in 2001 and have two 
children, Luke and Roxanne. Cliffside Chiropractic 
Centre continues to thrive in this location with the 
addition of laser therapy and a registered massage 
therapist, Deanna Spence. The property remains one 

of the few commercial waterfront properties in the village with its private dockage at the end of  the 
Lock 34 blue line.
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The Clifton House Hotel was up and 
running in the 1850's. This was when the 
Council of the United Townships of 
Fenelon, Bexley & Laxton met here. 
According to their By-law LVII - May 1859 
- Municipal  Council of Fenelon, Bexley & 
Laxton shall meet in Fenelon Falls at the 
tavern of Robert Rodgers, now called the 
Clifton House . It is probable at that time  
that it was a rough-cast barnlike building, 
with rooms for workers and a dining room 
and bar. In 1870 it was taken over by the 
R.C. Smith Lumber Co., whose mill was 
where the The Locker at the Falls is located. 
This company built the seven double houses 
of plank-on-plank construction on Francis 

St. E. and Clifton St.; four on Francis St. E and three on Clifton St. toward the river. The married 
workers had the houses while the single men stayed in the hotel. In 1890 the executors of the R.C. 
Smith estate sold this property by auction. "For Sale Village Lots - Block E - east of Colborne,  south 
on Francis St. and west on Clifton St., together with seven double tenement houses, each with enough 
land for yard purposes." "Lots 6 to 10 on Francis St. E. - The Clifton House being Lots 7, 8 & 9 and 
the Clifton Shed and hall on Lot 10." The hotel was not in use after this until 1905 when it was 
completely renovated, verandahs added and renamed the Hotel Kawartha . It was much in demand for 
summer visitors, many of whom came from the United States by train. At this time it installed running 
water, which was pumped from the river and stored in a huge reservoir in the top storey of the hotel. 
The rates were $2.00 per day and the proprietor was F. N. Rutherford. It could accommodate 40 guests.

Clifton House 

Hotel Kawartha

A squadron of soldiers stands in front of the Hotel Kawartha to get their 
picture taken before going off to war. (WWI) Wilbert “Wib” Quibell, Boots 

Jones’ father, is in the back row at the very left. He was 19 years old.



280

During the Great Depression which began in 1929, 
the hotel fell into disuse again until 1938 when C. 
O. Phillips became the owner. It was at this time 
that some of the houses were transported to 
different  locations. C.O. Phillips sold it in 1940. In 
1944-45 the name was changed to the Alpine Inn 
by the Baird brothers who were the owners. 
Dickson and Keyes were next and they sold it to 
Mrs. Romola Taylor in 1950. She in turn sold it to 
Mr. Pelletier in 1962 who named it the Anchorage 
House . In 1969 Mr. and Mrs. S.E. (Sandy) 
Pavelek purchased it and once again the name 
changed to Inn On The Cliff. On February 19, 
1970 a fire broke out in the basement and flames 
engulfed the entire wooden structure.

A swimming pool was added to the Alpine Inn 
c.1950's. Besides being used by the guests it was also 
used to give swimming lessons. This was the first in-

ground pool in Fenelon Falls.
These stairs were used by the hotel 

guests to take them down to the 
Fenelon River.

Alpine Inn
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Inn on the Cliff Fire 
February 19, 1970

Excerpts from Fenelon Falls Gazette, 
Thursday, February 26, 1970

Six fire engines and their crews were 
needed to quell the blaze which 
destroyed the Inn on the Cliff on 
Thursday evening of last week, a feat 
which was accomplished in spite of the 
cold and hazardous conditions. The Inn 
is virtually a total loss with the exception 
of some recoverable articles which were 
embedded in ice in the zero 
temperature…The fire appears to have 
originated in the basement of the more 

than a century old 
wooden structure and 
spread to the third floor 
rapidly. The alarm was 
given a few minutes past 
five and it was almost 
immediately that the two 
local fire engines and 
their crews could not 
cope with the blaze. A 
call went out to Lindsay, 
Bobcaygeon, and Little 
Britain brigades who 
responded quickly and 
joined the battle to save 
the historic Inn…At 9:30 
some of the roof on the 

northeast section collapsed and five firemen standing on a lower portion of the north roof narrowly 
escaped injury when they managed to jump clear before the roof collapsed. Minor injuries were 
sustained by two of them, a cut forehead of one and cut lip by another. The Inn is presently owned 
by Mr. and Mrs. S.E. Pavelek who have invested a great deal of money and countless hours of time 
in restoring and refurbishing it in preparation for a year-round tourist business. Mr. Pavelek also 
worked on making maps and much of his very fine equipment used in this occupation was buried in 
the ice and debris of the fires aftermath. Some of it is believed to be recoverable…

The property where the Inn on the Cliff once sat has had apartments built on it. (40 Francis St. E.)
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Cliffside Villa

What was once the property of The Hotel Kawartha and later known as Inn on the Cliff was rebuilt as 
an apartment complex, above, known as Cliffside Villa in 1977. 

40 Francis St. E.

Aerial view (by Bill Dickinson) of the apartments - Cliffside Villa at 40 Francis St. E.

Photos taken c.1991
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Fenelon Health Centre

205 Francis St. E.

Doreen Armstrong started her career working for Dr. 
Bill Graham, who had approached her while she was 
working at Van’s Groceteria, to come work for him. At 
the doctors’ office at 21 Francis St. W. Doreen also 
worked with Dr. Paul Dickson and Dr. Pat Gallagher 
at this location. When Doreen and the doctors moved 
to the Fenelon Health Centre in 1987, Dr. Bill Graham 
had already retired. She loved her job as a medical 
secretary. Doreen worked with four doctors during her 
career and retired on February 12, 1988 after 14 years.

Construction began on the 
new Fenelon Health Centre 
in 1986. Before the new 
Health Centre was built 
the medical and dental 
offices of Fenelon Falls 
were all located in the 
downtown core with the 
exception of Dr. R.J. 
Crouch who began his 
dental practice on Lindsay 
St. The doctors had their  
offices located off street, 

above or behind store fronts or in houses until they 
came together in the Fenelon Health Centre in 1987. 
Picture to the right are the children of Drs. Allin, 
Crouch, Dickson, Gallagher and Young cutting the 
ribbon to mark the official opening of the Fenelon 
Health Centre on December 22, 1987. Over the years the 
facility housed the five doctors, a pharmacy, lab, 
physiotherapy clinic, ultrasound, x-ray department, 
Fenelon Counselling Service and a foot clinic. Today 
(2020) the facility is now occupied by Dr. Bruce Allin 
and Dr. Kesang Pema on the top floor of the clinic. 
On the lower level is Fenelon Dental owned by Dr. 
Rupinder Dhaliwal. Dr. Dhaliwal will be moving his 
practise to 48 Colborne St. in 2021. Also on the 
lower level is a pharmacy and Fenelon Health Centre Laboratory .
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"Summer 
Cottages" as 
they were 
referred to in the 
earlier days have 
been growing in 
popularity since 
the 1930's. With 
the advent of the 
automobile era, 
drives out of the 
cities became 
more common 
and it closed the 
gap between  
urban and rural. 
People liked 
what they saw in and around the Fenelon Falls area and they began to buy up land and build cottages 
along the lakeshores. This was the beginning of what is referred to today as "tourist season". With the 
arrival of the snowmobile around 1965 the cottages became four-season cottages. Today, lakefront is 
known as prime real estate and many of these cottages have since been turned into permanent homes. 
The first cottage built just off of Francis St. E. on the Fenelon River was Harry Moore's - built by Cecil 
Ellery. In payment for his work Harry Moore gave Cecil the adjoining piece of property to the right of 
his. Benjamin Brooks bought the property and had Cecil Ellery build him a cottage in 1935. When Mr. 
Brooks died the cottage went to Clarence and Vera Kelley and then to Orville (a grandson of Benjamin 
Brooks) and Eileen Kelley.

The Harry Moore cottage (left) and the Benjamin Brooks cottage (right) look toward the 
point of land now known as Lagoon Dr. which had no buildings on it at that time. (c.1940’s.) 

Lagoon Drive, Wychwood Dr. E. & River Dr. - 2020
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St. James Anglican Church
19 Bond St. E.

Glenn Walker was hired to build stairs up 
to the site of the old Anglican Church on 
the hill and the tombstones of some of the 
first settlers. The stairs were for the 175th 

Anniversary celebrating Ann Langton. 
They are located to the right of the church.

At the turn of the century, it was decided to 
abandon the hill (Church St.) and erect a 
brick church at the bottom on Bond Street 
E. When the cornerstone was laid in 1902, 
the  stores closed for two hours. There was a 
jar filled with memorabilia of the period 
placed in the cavity under the cornerstone. 
The official opening for the new parish hall 
was held Tuesday November 29, 1960. The 
sterling silver communion service which 
was given to the church in 1838 by Mrs 
Kirkpatrick, a sister of James Wallis’ first 
wife is still in use today. In 2016 
renovations were done to join the Parish 
hall with the Sanctuary. Beside the church 
is a sustainable-environment community 
garden. 

Bond St. E.
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Immanuel Baptist Church

20 Bond St. E

Before this building was purchased in 
1957 by the Immanuel Baptist Church, 
it had other uses. It was owned by the 
Women’s Institute and the Continuation 
School used it for plays. In the early 
1900's it was the Twomey Hall. It was 
originally built in 1866 and was owned 
by the Bible Christian Church (agewise 
it is the oldest Church building in 
Fenelon Falls). In 1927 the Baptists in 
Ontario experienced a division, and a 
group of Fenelon Falls Baptists decided 
to continue their ties with the Ontario-
Quebec Baptist Convention. They 
named themselves Fenelon Falls 
Immanuel Baptist Church. For the next 
30 years they met above two 
restaurants on Colborne Street. In the 
summer the heat was so intense that 
more than one sermon was cut short. In 
1940 a local hall was rented for the 
summers and in 1957 this property 
became available for sale. The 
congregation purchased it and have 
been there ever since. 

The Sanctuary windows have been dedicated by members of the church either for themselves or for 
family members. These windows were crafted by a local resident, Evan Rawling, during the 1990’s. 

Pictured above (L-R) Robert Nicholson, Evelyn Nicholson, Joan Todd, Maria Salvador, Sandra 
Jackett.
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44 Bond St. E. 

The history of this home goes back to 1934 when it was owned by Tom Stevens. Tom was a well-
known wallpaperer and painter. He had a girl named Irene Brown working for him, who went on to 
become the Librarian of the Fenelon Falls 
Library from 1938 -1961. From 1958 to 1961 
Gertrude and Howard McInnis owned the 
home. Howard was a life insurance 
salesman, first with Metropolitan Life and 
then Canada Life. From 1961 to the late 
’60’s Fred Gubbin and his wife lived here. 
Fred had a bicycle Shop at 46 Colborne St. 
Which was torn down in the late 1950’s. His 
wife had a hairdressing business and Thelma 
Townley worked for her. In the late 1960’s 
until 1973 Herb and Thelma Townley owned 
this home. They put an addition on the side 
of the house as a hairdressing salon. From 
1973-1997 it was owned by Dave and Terry 
Stinson, who added a family room to the 
house. In 1997 Scott and Christine Woolfrey purchased it home from the Stinsons. Scott renovated 
the salon/den in March 2017 to move his insurance brokerage business here from 48 Colborne St. 
The insurance business is called Pedestal Insurance. Scott is pictured by his sign in front of the 
office and home.

Pedestal Insurance

Pedestal Insurance opened its doors at 48 
Colborne St. in December  2011. It is 
owned by Scott Woolfrey. Scott’s parents, 
Lou and Glenn Woolfrey, help with the 
business. Scott moved his Pedestal 
Insurance to his home at 44 Bond St. E. in 
March 2017.
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47 Bond St. E.

Al Britton and his wife Jeannie bought this property in 1985 from the Warren brothers, Drs. 
Douglas and Donald. Al opened his upholstery business in a building behind the house which had 
originally been the summer cottage for guests. The house had been run down, and then lovingly 
restored, both inside and out, by Al and Jeannie themselves. Their home has 20-inch-thick 
fieldstone walls in the basement and nine-foot ceilings. It was built for Wm. L. Robson at the turn 
of the 20th century. He had a grocery store at this time and delivered groceries with his horse and 
buggy. Around 1924, after Don Warren’s birth, Ethel and Fred Warren moved from the 
apartment above Warren’s Variety to this location. Fred and Ethel Warren's three children were 
Douglas, Donald and Mary.

Original barn burnt down

Summer guest cottage
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76 Bond St. E.

Sentimental Cloth

My Story 
Hello! I’m Diane Reesor, owner and founder of 

Sentimental Cloth. 
I am a textile based mixed media artist who 
specializes in creating two and three dimensional 
works for my clients by interpreting the stories and 
personal artifacts that they bring to my studio to share. 
I never met a piece of cloth I couldn’t work with. I 
grew up with strong connections to an Old Order 
Mennonite community – a culture of plain people who 
wasted nothing and cherished everything. Doing 
patchwork, quilting, making clothes, and creating fine 
needlework – although limited to household items – 
were valuable skills passed on from women to women. 
Handing down clothes, cutting down worn clothes, 
reusing the scraps to make quilts was a time-honoured 
tradition. Working around worn spots and torn patterns 
was a challenge that I always enjoyed. Recycling has 
always been a way of life. My grandfather, a harness 
maker of renown, taught me to sew with less 
traditional materials. The industrial sewing machines 
used needles the size of a fine knitting needle and 
thread that was string. He taught me how to make 
things that were outside the world of “women’s work”. 
He taught me to think about how things were made 
and the importance of good design and properly made 
patterns. He also taught the art of fine workmanship. 
Having such a rich heritage on which I can draw has 
helped to keep me centered and connected in the 
rushed world of today. I want to pass the traditions on 
with my work. Due to my unquenchable curiosity the 
love of new experiences and the challenge of finding 
new ways to use textiles led me to a Textile Surfacing 
Program at Haliburton School of the Arts from which I 
graduated. I’ve been very fortunate to have been 
selected to participate in the Kawartha Arts Festival – 
a juried show – which takes place every Labour Day 
weekend in Fenelon Falls. It’s really exciting to realize 
that the number of projects in the world that could use 
sentimental cloth is greater than the amount of time I 
will ever have. It just doesn’t get better than doing 
what you love. 
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Bond Street West 

The picture above shows J.H. Brandon's Mill (c.1910) on Bond St. W. It is on roughly the same 
location as 11 Bond St. W. homes are today. Picture was taken from the Church hill.

Optometrist Dr. Janis Newell bought this house 
from Rod and Judy Bell in 1987 and converted it 
into her Optometrist office. In April 2016 she 
closed her practise.

Dr. Janis Newell Optometrist

11 Bond St.W.

26 Bond St. W.

The original owner of 26 Bond St. W. was a 
Macduff. From 1951 to 1954, B.W. Packer had 
an electrical business and sold electrical 
supplies from his home. Tony and Christine 
Vincent bought this home in 1977. At the 
Fenelon Falls Municipal office the Vincents 
discovered that very early on, their home had 
been one of a very few houses on Bond Street 
W. The others are the large house on the corner 
of Bond St. W. and Colborne St. and a little log 
house (built 1854) owned by Jeremiah Twomey 
at 10 Bond St. W. which Rod Nicholson had 
moved to his property on Glenarm Rd.
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Jon Witt grew up in 
Fenelon Falls, 
completed high school 
and moved away to 
build a life elsewhere. 
There is no place 
quite like home 
though, and in 2009 
he came home to 
Fenelon with his wife 
Amy and their two 
children, Abbey and 
Jacob. When they 
purchased 15 Bond 
Street W. it was in 
pretty rough shape, 

requiring a lot of work. 
Jon is a contractor, owner of Witt's Woods & Greens Design and Build, with international awards for 
the decks he has designed and constructed over the last decade. As he started working on 15 Bond St. 
W. he discovered hardwood balloon framing, unheard of today, but common over a century ago when it 
was built. Besides adding a deck in the back yard he has refurbished the entire house inside and out. 
The exterior was finally completed earlier this year. He and a partner have another company, Deck 
Protect, specializing in pre-treating lumber for decks and siding, which is also located in Fenelon Falls. 

15 Bond St. W.
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Fenelon Falls Curling Club

Curling in Fenelon Falls has been around since 
the 1890's.When the skating rink was built in 
1891, curlers were allowed to use the ice twice a 
week. By 1892 the curlers had erected their own 
building at the present location. This burned 
down and was replaced with a sheet metal 
building. Curling was done on natural ice until 
1955. The artificial ice was a result of fundraising 
begun by Jim Curtis, Guy Graham, Bill White 
and Herb Townley in 1952. In 1963 the building, 
including the ice plant and rocks, were sold to 

Omemee. The present curling club was built of cement blocks and includes club rooms, etc. The 
Curling Club has been active in Fenelon Falls for over 100 years. What began as a man's sport has 
now become unisex. Ladies have been curling in Fenelon Falls since the 1920's. For the 100th 
Anniversary the outside was renovated and sand blasted, walls painted and a logo added.

41 Bond St. W.

For the 125th Anniversary in 2017 the club 
commissioned a mural on the front of the building 
facing Bond St. W. The mural shows curling 
through the ages in Fenelon Falls. The mural was 
made possible by the generous donation of the 
Fenelon Falls Curling Club Europe trip. (L-R) 
Curling Club executive Gail Allman, Mayor Andy 
Letham, artist Donna Bisschop, Ward 2 
Councillor Doug Elmslie,  Curling Club executive 
Brent Simpson, and Chamber of Commerce 
President Tim Wisener.

Fenelon Falls Curling Club 1947

Back Row (L-R) Wes Martin, T.C. 
Graham, Lloyd Moore, Geo. 
Parrington, Bill Palmer, Harry Kelly, 
Robert Hanthorn, Garnet Graham, 
Mark Fell, Jack Vanatter, Alex Flett, 
Howard Akister, Geo.Palmer; Middle 
Row (L-R) Sonny (Neil) Gregory, 
Les Knox, Jack Ritchie, Martin 
Devitt, Jim Elliott, Jim Halligan, J. D. 
Thomson, Dick Goard, Jack Wallace, 
Jack Marshall, Fred W. Warren; Front 
Row (L-R) Wm. White, Lorne 
Northey, David Gordon, Jack 
McIntosh, Jeff Isaac, Harry H. 
McCallum, A. E. Hand, Bill Moore, 

Aubrey Lyon, Frank Brown.
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Fenelon Falls Curling Club

1997 - Gertie Martin - a well known 
curler at the Fenelon Falls Curling 
Club was still curling when she was 

90 years old.

Mike and Jean Belton  (left) 
and Agnes and Brian Markle 
(right)  took top spot and the 
trophy in the Fenelon Falls 
Curling Club’s Round Up 

Bonspiel. 

Jim Curtis (second from 
left) and Aubrey Lyon 
(far right) had their 
photo taken by the 

Ontario Department of 
Travel & Publicity at 

Parliament Building in 
Toronto 
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Salvation Army Brass Band
Some of the men pictured above in the Fenelon 
Falls Salvation Army Brass Band are: William 
Cameron, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Corbett, Ab Quibell, 
James Nevison, Bob Taggart, Tom Junkin, John 
Wilson, Jack McGillivary, Angus Fountain, John 
T. Thompson, John Wilson, Bill Deyman, Frank 
McGee. 

42 Bond St. W.

The Salvation Army

The Salvation Army began its ministry in 
Fenelon Falls in 1885, in a building on 
Francis Street E., which  later became 
Kriger’s Store. In 1891, a former woollen 
mill on a ½-acre lot at the present location 
was purchased. The building served until 
1962 when the present Citadel replaced it. 
The Salvation Army also has an onsite Food 
Bank as well as a Thrift Store, which is 
located at 91 Murray St. 2020 has been an 
unusual year for church services. In April 
2019 Pastor Jeff Robertson and his wife 
Pastor Miya Bradburn-Robertson came to 
Fenelon Falls following the retirement of 
Majors Roy and Charlene Randall.  In 
2020 the COVID-19 pandemic forced the 
weekly services to be conducted via the 
internet. Kathy Switzer was recognized in 
2020 year for 25 years as Secretary and 
Bookkeeper. Denise Auger is the Volunteer 
Co-Ordinator.
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Home League celebrates their 
annual Christmas Dinner; 

husbands were invited to join 
them. 

Excerpt -100 Years 1885 - 1985 - Fenelon Falls  Salvation Army 

The first women’s brigade was organized by Mrs. Captain H. 
Banks in 1902. This was the forerunner of our Home League 
today. During the winter of 1902-1903, Captain Harvey Banks and 
his wife Sarah decided to start a group wherein women of the 
Corps could meet one afternoon a week to sew, enjoy Bible Study 
and an hour of fellowship. Mrs. Banks drew up some rules which 
the ladies were to follow. They met in selected homes each week; 
there was to be no competition to provide the best lunch, as only 
tea and cookies were allowed, and there was to be no gossip! The 
first meeting was held in the home of Mrs. George Littleton. Mrs. 
Banks planned the worship period and read “instructive and 
entertaining articles” while the ladies sewed. In 1907 the Home 
League was officially organized in Canada.

Pastor Jeff Robertson

During COVID-19, Highlands Propane gave 
a hand picking up weekly food donations 

from Kawartha Lakes Food Source. Pictured 
above (L-R) Jack Berry and Pastor Miya 

Bradburn-Robertson.

During the pandemic of 2020, sermons were broadcast through social media (You Tube). 
Churches were closed to the parishioners until late June and when they did reopen it was a limit 

as to how many could come in to the church.
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The first indoor hockey arena was built around 1892 on the property which is now the Post Office parking 
lot, and Veteran's Memorial Peace Park where the Cenotaph is located. This hockey team was the first 

organized hockey team in Fenelon Falls.

First Indoor Arena

c. 1898 
Back Row (L-R) D. Deyman, Herb Deyman, Reg Sandford 

Middle Row (L-R)Gould, R. S. Rowland, Pete Beteau 
Front Row (L-R) Corbert, Bud Burgess
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Second arena was torn down and rebuilt with cement blocks during the late 1960’s. 

Fenelon Falls Arena - c.1965

1906 - Markham Tournament Back Row (L-R) Bill Lane, Harry 
Mann, Frank Rutherford, Art Ellis Middle Row (L-R) Cecil 
"Dodger" Deyman, William Walton, Bud Burgess, Ernie Pears, 
Joe Oulette Front Row (L-R) Pete Beteau, Joe Boyce.

45 Bond St. W.

Cecil Deyman, despite his 
small size, earned a reputation 
as a fine hockey player and 
earned the nickname 
“Dodger” for his ability to 
dodge the bodychecks of 
larger players. Deyman played 
with some of the more 
successful senior teams of the 
time, including Guelph, 
Victoria Harbour and the first 
Fenelon Falls team, which 
won the Trent Valley Cup. In 
1966 “Dodger” Deyman was 
honoured by a community 
dinner which attracted several 
noted guests, including 
National Hockey League 
players Allan Stanley, Milt 
Schmidt, Ed Chadwick and Ed 
Powers. The proceeds from 
the dinner went toward 
building the arena, the first 
artificial ice facility in 
Fenelon Falls.
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Back Row (L-R) - Brandt Phillips, Joe Gamsby, Bob Young, Murray Whitehead, Ross Jackett, Jim Farrow, 
Raymond Bell Front Row (L-R) - Fred MacLean, Jim Hopkins, Bob Bowins, Cliff McIntyre, Garth Nicholls, 

Gary Martin, Jerry Jenkinson, Roger Wray

Fenelon Falls Hockey Team - 1955

Brandon Waterloos - 1941

Winners of the James Daniel Trophy, the L. M. Frost Trophy and the McNevin Trophy  
Back Row (L-R) - Max G. Brandon, Manager and Coach, William Irwin, Jack Mitchell,  Ross 

Nicholls (Goal), Isador Trudel, MacLean Yarnold  Front Row (L-R) - Fred Owens, James Sproat, 
Ralph Wakelin, Randolph Ellis, Leo Cook, Ernie Nichols, Claude Brown 

(Absent from picture - Dick Austin, Charles MacDonald)  
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It was over 50 years ago that a group of  men and women 
achieved the realization of an arena complete with ice-
making machinery for the indoor ice surface; people with 
the last names of Gamsby, Baker, Stewart, Folkes, Gaynor, 
McNamara, Brandon, Wright, Keast, Robinson and Sinclair 
played an integral part in the hockey culture of Fenelon 
Falls. Their fundraising efforts, hard work, dedication and 
creativity helped make it what it is today.  Raising $13,000 
at a dinner in the late 1960’s was unheard of; residents 
donated almost $15,000 in a door-to-door campaign and 
people donated their time and strength to demolish the old 
building and the erect the new one. Whole families came 
out to rake sand or get rid of scrap - it was a labour of love.  
The building housed All-Ontario championships with the 
Fenelon Flyers Midget and Juvenile teams in 1982/1983 
and 1985/1986 and the run for the All-Ontario playoffs 
with the FFSS Falcons; it hosted meetings and dances, it 
welcomed former NHL players who came in for 
tournaments and fundraising games. The All-Ontario once 
again came to Fenelon Falls with the 1992-93 Midget team. A fundraising game against the former 
All-Ontario winners from the 1982-83 season was played to raise money for transportation to the 
final games - which the older team won this game handily. The old arena saw teams from across 
Canada and the States come in for tournaments, a big one being the Swedfurn Old Flyers tournament 
which raised thousands of dollars beginning in the mid-70’s and successfully running for over a 
decade. There were skating carnivals which were elaborate shows with some incredible work put in 
complete with smoke machines, intricate costumes, makeup and lighting. The Allen Stanley Hockey 
school operated here for many years, teaching young hockey hopefuls the skills of the game.

Fenelon Falls Arena

Ice Maker switched on by Mrs. Jack 
Backer, Donald Folkes & Ralph Stewart
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Back Row (L-R) - Coach: Lorne Robinson, Blair Johnston, Al Gardner, Brian Olver, Mr. 
Kendrick  Front Row (L-R) - Allan Jones, Marty Childs, Mike Byrne, Reg Kendrick,  

Charlie Tomilson, John Osler. 

Bantam Boys 1959/1960 

Team: David Sobko, Brian Fleming, Terry Armstrong, Bill Jackett, Larry Ellery, Paul Baker, John 
Sheehey, Glen Sheehey, Kevin Graham, George Brown, Pat Byrne, Paul Phillips, Bob Johnston, 
Jack Baker Manager, Brandt Phillips Coach, Brock McNamara Assistant Coach

1965-1966 Fenelon Falls Pee Wees 
Runners-up in All-Ontario Championship
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Back Row (L-R): Murray Beckett, Gord Innis, Bill Mabbett, Stan Bates, Fred Livie, George Traill, 
Joe Handley, Doug Johnson, John Nicholls, Paul (Doc) Dickson, Jim Griffin, Richard Jukes ; Front 
Row (L-R): Jerry Jenkinson, John Dettman, Murry Bradt, Garth Nicholls, Ron Campbell, Harold 
Garner, Ron Worsley, John Blackmore. 

Fenelon Falls Old Flyers 1982 - Edmonton Alberta

Back Row (L-R) Dave Caister Coach, Peter Handley, Dan Webster, Ron Campbell, Paul Young, 
Martin Byrne, Mark Switzer, Brian Carpenter, Paul Arkwright Trainer Front Row (L-R) Jim 
Young, Rod Jukes, Pat Townley, Greg Stokes, Al Bayley, Tom White, Doug Boldt and Dalton 
Cragg, (Absent: Bob White, Manager and Greg Arkwright)

1982-1983 Fenelon Falls Flyers Midgets beat Arthur 
to win the All-Ontario Final
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25th Anniversary of the Fenelon Falls Skating Club 
(1964 - 1989) 

by Jo (Josephine) Northey 
The Fenelon Falls Figure Skating Club was sanctioned in 1968 by the Canadian Figure Skating 
Association (C.F.S.A.).  This would allow the skaters to try their tests and be recognized for passing 
them. In 1966 the Club had been locally organized and when the youngsters tried their tests, they had to 
battle a lot of water on the ice as the weather had turned mild and the natural ice was melting. The test 
results were very good despite it all. Patsy Gillogly was the coach at that time. In 1967 the Club hired 
professional Jim Hughes and he began structuring the Club. They were still skating in the old rink, so 
tests had to be tried on regulation ice surface. The first big test day, the children had to travel to Sutton. 
Thirty tests tried, 27 successful, the last tests were passed about midnight and it was bitter cold, but the 
results warmed our hearts. The C.F.S.A. sanction was received in March 1968. Fenelon Falls Arena had 
artificial ice installed in January 1968 which allowed the Club to continue. 1969 was a very eventful 
year with the first Ice Show - Broadway Spectacular on Ice. The crowd was small, but a great 
experience for everyone concerned. It was decided that an Ice Show should be held every two years, so 
plans began for Peter Pan in 1971, which was followed by Snow White in 1973. These shows were so 
successful, it was decided to do it twice - Saturday night and Sunday afternoon.  Crowds were very 
enthusiastic. We began to hold Club Championships on alternate years. Trophies were donated by many 
businesses and individuals, some of which were still used in 1998. In 1975 the Carnival was planned 
for Mary Poppins to arrive and as a very special guest skater, we had World Champion Donald Jackson 
- Wow! - what a show. Also skating as guests were a young dance pair from Lindsay - David and Amy 
Martin who competed later in the Canadians Junior Dance. Two years later it was Circus on Ice and 
guest skaters were the 1976 Junior Canadian Pairs Barbara Underhill and Jim Sorochan from Oshawa. 
Later on Barbara changed partners and we all know what they achieved in their lifetime. In 1989 the 
Club celebrated its 25th Anniversary and in recognition of past years they invited some folks to be 
Special Skaters; Pro Jim Hughes, skaters Debby Swanton, Michael Robertson, Ruth Ann (Peters) Long, 
Berteena Palmer and Valerie (Junkin) Kent, "The Silver Blades". A few of these folks hadn't skated 
seriously for about 15 years, but it must be like riding a bicycle, they hadn't forgotten how. The Fenelon 
Club has always tried hard to get high quality guest skaters and they are still achieving that goal. In 
1995 they had Jamie Campbell and Alison  Burnham and in 1999 this couple competed in Senior pairs. 
The Fenelon Club can boast of having high quality professionals and young people who are achieving 
Gold Skating status. The Club is going strong and we can be sure that the next Ice Show should be a 
great one. 

Silver Blades - (L-R) Debby (Northey) 
Swanton and Michael Robertson - 

former skater; Valerie  (Junkin) Kent - 
Skater turned Professional Instructor; 

Jim Hughes - First Professional 
Instructor; Berteena (Junkin) Palmer, 
who was instrumental in getting the 
club sanctioned by CFSA in 1969. 
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Fenelon Falls Figure Skating Club 

Greatest Show on Ice 1995

Standing (L-R) Jesse Howe, Tiffany Jamieson, Maggie Brandon, Jessica Handley, Alyssa 
Churchill, Kylie Murdoch, Natalie Harrell, Kim Johnston, Jocelyn Dunsford, Katie Lees, 
Amy Fletcher, Stephanie Powell, Diana Nicholls, Shannon Gallagher, Becky Fletcher, 
Seated (L-R) Jennifer Harvey, Rachel Greer, Jessica Arscott, Stephanie Swanton, Krista 
Wright, Candice Godfrey, Floor Tobi Weightman.

These are some of the names of the girls with their trophies and medals - 
Shannon Lowell, Rhonda Byrne, Janette Palmer, Jocelyn Palmer, Ellie 
Arscott, Vanessa Arscott, Kelly Brandon, Christa Wright, Kelly Brandon, 
Erica Holding, Janet Sunohara, Robin Adamson, Jenny Smith, Kim 
Dewhurst, Jenny Brennan, Toni Weightman and Becky Fletcher.
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Back Row (L-R) Jonathon Anders, Kylie Murdoch, Becky Fletcher, Katie Lees, Jocelyn 
Dunsford, Tobi Weightman, Kim Johnston Middle Row (L-R) Stephanie Swanton, Patience 
Quibell, Shannon Davidson, Jessica Arscott, Maggie Bragdon, Jessica Handley, Jennifer 
Harvey, Amy Fletcher Front Row (L-R) Rachel Greer, Stephanie Powell, Diana Nicholls, 
Jessica Lapetina, Krista Wright, Julie Witt.

Members of the Fenelon Falls Figure Skating Club 
Kawartha Highland Inter-club Competition

Fenelon Falls Figure Skating Club 
Past and Present Presidents 

Marjorie McNamara, Margaret Coe, Larry Skitch, Milt Wittick, Brian Barrett, Jerry Rintoul, 
Berteena Palmer, Evelyn Rintoul, Lynn Arscott, Nancy Byrne, Valerie Lowell, Lorraine 
Weaver, Karen Weightman, Sandy Lees, Mary Arscott, Bernadette Gallagher, Ann Marie 
Carruth, Jill Hoag, Maria Barber, Angela Bulmer, Tammy Young, Jen Panter, Jayne Bircher, 
Anne Willson, Jolene Kelly, Anne Willson.



305

Arena Torn Down 2016

Farmers’ Market 
May - October

The old arena was torn down in 2016 and the Farmer’s Market began to use the vacant land in 2017. 
The Fenelon Farmer’s Market was established in 2008 and has travelled through Fenelon where it 
has been located at the Bert’s Appliances, Royal Canadian Legion, Aunt Molly’s and Canadian Tire 
parking lots. It is a place where people can buy locally grown, made or produced wares from 
vendors. The market is very supportive of local initiatives and events.
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Saint Aloysius Roman Catholic Church

In 1871, Reverend Father 
Stafford was responsible for  the 
building of the Church on what 
was then known as Fiddler ’s 
Hill overlooking Cameron Lake 
at the corner of John and Louisa 
Streets. A major renovation and 
redecoration took place in 1932,  
due in part to generous 
donations from Cornelius 
Duggan of Calgary and F. 
Shannon of Toronto. The 
number of seasonal visitors 
grew over the years, so much so 
that in 1960 an addition was 

constructed to accommodate them. The 
altar was placed in the centre so the 
addition could  be closed off and serve 
as a hall. In the mid-1980’s the interior 
was redone and the  altar moved to its 
present location. A rectory and parish 
hall was completed in 1989. In 2021 the 
church will be celebrating its 150th 
Anniversary.

This home was originally 
the lock master's house 
which had been located 
beside the canal. It was 
moved to this location in 
1963 by Basil and Marlyn 
(Bulmer) McGee.

100 John St.

41 John St.

The stairs leading up to the church from John 
Street were removed in 2000.  

John Street
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Nancy also remembers her 
childhood swimming 
lessons which she took at 
the Fenelon beach. She 
accomplished  Minnows, 
Tadpoles, Whales at the 
beach, then onto the canal 
for more lessons. There 
she went right up to 
Leaders. Her instructors 
were Jamie Ramesbottom 
and Sharon ________. 
Nancy’s love of swimming 

carried on into adulthood, when she became the Swimming Instructor for the Toronto School Board. 
Nancy has retired to Fenelon Falls, and the cottage has been taken down and a permanent home was 
built in 2019.

Since 1958 Hugh and Mary 
McCullough and their children 
had been coming up to their 
cottage in Fenelon Falls. Nancy 
(McCullough) L’Estrange recalls 
the wonderful memories of the 
train going by every Tuesday and 
Thursday (morning and 
afternoon). During the summer all 
the children on Knox Cr. (Nancy 
(L’Estrange), Patti (Rumgaye), 

Steven and Ruth McCullough, Bruce and 
Kim Tranter, Lorne and Linda Wise, Gord, 

Stephen, Johnny and David Barr) ran up the street to wave to the 
train conductor as the train went by. Nancy remembers how close 
they would all stand to the tracks waiting for the train. The train 
moved very slow as it went past, as it was approaching or just 
coming out of Fenelon Falls. “We would put pennies and nickels 
on the track to get them flattened by the train wheels as the train 
went by. On the days the train was not running we would walk into 
town along the railway, walking on the rails to see how far we 
could walk before slipping off,” Nancy recalls. When she was 
taking swimming lessons at the canal she can remember seeing 
Grant Platten opening and closing the railway swing bridge on the 
days the train came through.

Cottages on Knox Crescent were built in the 1930's & 1940's.

May 2020 - Jack, Maddison & 
Nancy (McCullough) 

L’Estrange

Knox Crescent 

1981 -  Last train to go through Fenelon Falls. The picture was taken at the Knox Crescent railway crossing.
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Queen Street

Baptist services were first held at Blythe Farm, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Graham. A Baptist 
church was built on the northwest corner of Colborne and Queen Streets in Fenelon Falls in 1869 by 
William Dick, at a cost of $898.58, including furnishings. There were 47 members when they first 
opened their doors. A new building was built on Colborne Street in 1906 and they held their first 
service there on January 27, 1907.

The first Baptist Church was built in 1869 on the north west corner of Colborne and Queen Street. 
Pictured above is an after-church gathering in 1901.

Fenelon Falls Baptist Church 
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This home is one of 
the most historic two-
storey brick homes 
remaining in the 
Village. With the 
exception of a new 
kitchen built onto the 
back, the interior and 
exterior are in their 
original condition. 
Inside there are 
several different 
features which were 
part of the decor in 
1882 when the house  

was built. The wooden 
wainscoting and the 
decorative tin ceilings 
were popular in the late 
1800's. There are very 
few tin ceilings left in 
Fenelon Falls. The 
architecture is 
definitely from that 
period, especially the 
stairs, front and back; 
the front stairs were for 
the family, the back 
stairs for the hired girl. 
From 1884 to 1901 this 
house was the rectory 
for the Priest from the 

Catholic Church next 
door. Mrs. Emma (Terrill) McGee and her husband George,  a merchant, were the next occupants and 
then the Heards (1908), Joseph and later his son William (Bill), until 1984 when it was sold by auction, 
when it was purchases by Bill and Susanne (Coburn) Wiese. It changed hands several times until 
Catherine Terrill acquired it in 1991 and brought it back to its former state and opening The Olde 
Rectory Bed & Breakfast. She was very surprised to find it had been previously bought by a distant 
cousin of hers, Emma (Terrill) McGee. Jan and Helene Fenelius bought the property from Catherine 
Terrill in 1998.

The Olde Rectory

Dodd Street 
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Jardine Funeral Home, Cremation & Tribute Centre

Princes Street West 
8 Princes St. W.

Robert Jardine &  
Monica Bertrand-Jardine

 The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of funeral service in 
the village of Fenelon Falls. In those 150 years there have been 
several family owners and many physical and technological 
changes have taken place. What has not changed is the pride of 
ownership and the commitment and dedication to personalized, 
dignified service. Mendham Platten bought the Funeral Home in 
1954 from the Deyman family and bought Mrs. Max Brandon’s 
home on Princes St. W. to live in and from which to operate the 
funeral home. Mr. Platten ran the business successfully until 1974 
when he sold to Mr Harold Wagg. The business name was changed 
from Platten Funeral Home to Platten & Wagg Funeral Home. Mr. 
Wagg sold the business to Mr. Paul Illman in 1977. Paul Illman 
kept the name Platten & Wagg for a few years and changed it in 
1982 to Illman-Platten Funeral Home.  The current owners, Robert 
Jardine and Monica Bertrand-Jardine, purchased the funeral home 
in 2000. Prior to that they had assisted Mr. Illman in managing the 
Fenelon Falls funeral home as he had expanded to Bobcaygeon.
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The year 2020 marks many special mile stones for Robert Jardine & Monica Bertrand-Jardine. They 
have owned and operated the Funeral Home for 20 years. Robert has been a Funeral Director for 30 

years and the Funeral Home business has been a part of the community for 150 years. 

A Year of Celebrations

Monica and Rob continued the proud tradition established by those 
who went before. They and their children, Abigail, Simon and 
Noah, immersed themselves not only in the funeral business but 
also in the community. Monica currently serves as a board member 
of the Fenelon Falls Chamber of Commerce and committee chair 
of the Kawartha Lakes Country Living Show, and Rob serves as a 
volunteer firefighter at Station 22, board member of the Ross 
Memorial Hospital Foundation and board member of the Balsam 
Lake Association. As society changed so did funeral requests, with 
cremation becoming more common and Celebrations of Life 

replacing funeral services. Jardine’s has always remained at the forefront of funeral service technology. 
Over the years the Jardine’s have been blessed with many incredible team members who have 
helped contribute to their ongoing success. Amy Stinson has been the longest part-time team member, 
along with Bonnie Brumwell, Michelle Norris, George Bradbury, John McLennan, Glenn Woolfrey, 
Blaine Alsop, John Rumerfield, Murray Kirkpatrick, Don Barber, Julie Knox, Adele Sedore, Robert 
Blane and Kathy Brallier. In 2020, as they celebrate their 20th anniversary, the Jardine’s have adapted 
to a very different funeral service environment due to Covid-19 virus and the subsequent pandemic. 
Monica and Rob have been creative while keeping families, guests and team members safe by offering 
families and their extended families the ability to join a Zoom meeting to discuss arrangements, or by 
streaming the ceremony and graveside service via Facebook Live. They have also arranged meaningful 
graveside ceremonies with a release of doves, processions to the cemetery or crematorium, friends 
standing on the side of the street saying a public goodbye and offering social distanced visitations. As 
2020 comes to a close, the Jardine’s continues to keep the needs of Fenelon Falls and surrounding 
communities close to their hearts by providing customized and personalized services to their 
community.
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In 1950 a Youth Hostel for cyclists, 
walkers and hikers was established 
in the village when Ernest Hand 
purchased the old Anglican Church 
and property in order to save it from 
demolition. The cost o stay overnight 
was 50 cents, with a 3-night.

There have been three different Anglican Church buildings in Fenelon Falls. The first, a log church, 
was “built on the Church Hill”. This land was donated by James Wallis in 1835. At first James Wallis 
took the services and then there were temporary ministers until Reverend Thomas Fidler was 

appointed in 1839. He drowned when his canoe was carried over 
the falls in 1848. When the log church burned, it was replaced 
with a frame building covered with rough cast in 1852. The 
congregation walked or rode in buggies up a winding trail from 
Bond St. E. or used a flight of 80 steps, with three landings, 
erected to the right of the present Church on Bond St. E. This 
sufficed for almost 50 years until it was felt to be too strenuous a 
climb for some members. There was much controversy over the 
expense as well as the move. The third and present St. James’ 
was built in 1902, with the opening services being held on 
December 7. The old Anglican Church on the hill burnt in July 
1967. 

St. James Anglican Church On The Hill

Looking up the hill at St. James Anglican Church from Bond St. E. (c.1900's) 

Church Street
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The Fenelon Falls water tower was built on what 
is known as the church hill (Church Street), the 
highest place in the Village, in 1974. It is five feet 
below ground plus 95 feet high above ground. The 
water tower is kept filled not quite to its capacity, 
only 500,000 gallons. The water is a reserve in 
case there is a problem at the Water Treatment 
Plant on Francis St. W.

St. James Anglican Pioneer 
Cemetery is located on the 
church hill, very close to where 
the first church was erected. 
The last known grave was in 
1872, shortly  after the Fenelon 
Falls Cemetery was opened on 
Concession Road in 1869. The 
Cairn, with broken tombstones 
set in concrete, was erected in 
1976 to preserve the stones 
when the line was being run 
through the old cemetery to the 
newly-constructed water tower. 
Three benches  were placed 
here in 1997 for the comfort of 
anyone visiting the site to 
experience the view and learn 
something of the village’s early 
history.

Water Tower

St. James Anglican Pioneer Cemetery
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The Cemetery was opened in 1869. Some of the 
costs  at the time: $1.00 for a single grave, and 
$1.50 for digging graves  from April 1 to December 
1 - after that it cost $2.00. A few of the caretakers, 
or custodians as they are known no: William  Allen, 
Thomas Bell, Thomas Torrance, Henry Graham, 
John  Quibell, Art Paulson, Doug Swanson and 
currently Glen Jones. The cemetery is 25 - 30 acres 
in size. A new Columbarium was built in 1998.

Concession Road
84 Concession Rd.

Funeral Celebrant Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter 
(foreground) at MWO (ret’d) Robert Wise’s service

Fenelon Falls Cemetery

Robert Wise MWO (ret) with the Governor General’s 
Horse Guard Regiment and member of the Cavalry 
Squadron died September 26, 2015. He and his wife 
Norma lived at Knox Crescent in Fenelon Falls. They 
met, she trained, he rode. Norma was the first woman 
to ride in the Queen’s Cavalry. At Robert’s graveside 
service the Regiment decided, as a show of 
appreciation to the couple for their dedication, that the 
Cavalry Last Post would be played on horseback by 
Trumpet Major Lindsi Jennings. It was a rare honour 
never before offered for a commoner’s service in 
Canada.
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Trish Legere started her career as a hair dresser at Peter’s 
Hairstyling on Colborne St. From there she opened up her 
own shop at her home on John St. In 2008 she moved Trish’s 
Hair Design to 20 May St. and in 2012 
she moved to 9 Francis St. W. As of 
2017, Trish has come full circle and is 
back working from her home at 803 
Cty. Rd. 121. During her career as a 
hairdresser, Trish has trained a lot of 
up-and-coming hair stylists who now 
have their own hair salons. When 
COVID-19 struck in March 2020 Trish 
had to shut down shop as everyone else 
did and was not able to open until late 

June, but under a whole new normal. Masks were mandatory and her hair 
salon had to conform to health unit pandemic safety protocols to ensure the safety of her customers 
and Trish.

803 Kawartha Lakes Rd. 121

Trish’s Hair Design

754 Kawartha Lakes Rd.121

Handley Plumbing Solutions

Greg Handley, grandson of Ray Handley, started his own plumbing business in 2009.

Kawartha Lakes Rd. 121
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Corner of Kawartha Lakes Rd. 121 & County Rd. 8

Corner Fish ’n’ Chips

Corner Fish ’n’ Chips opened in June 2019 and is owned by Kevin Nitsa.

558 Cty. Rd. 8

Everyone has memories of what they called the corner 
at County Rd. 121 and County Rd. 8, heading to 
Bobcaygeon. Kathy (Allen) Arscott recalls her early 
memoriesAs a child my first memory of getting ice 
cream at Nelson’s Restaurant when her dad would 
stop there for gas on the way to the cottage. “We 
referred to it as Nelson’s Corners,” she recalls. After it 
was sold by Dorothy Nelson to Mel and Laurine Peel 
in the summer of 1968 the corner became known as 
Peel’s Corners. Gregg Peel (son) remembers his mom, 
Laurine, getting up at 4 a.m. and baking butter tarts 
and pies for the restaurant. His dad, Mel, received a 

$50.00 reward from the O.P.P. for helping catch the Bobcaygeon bank robber. The robber stopped 
for gas in a red Mazda (very rare in those days) and the police were near the gas station but out of 
sight. While filling the car with gas Mel motioned to the police who came over and arrested the bank 
robber. Gregg Peel is pictured above on his 1973 Alouette snowmobile - you can see the side 
entrance into the restaurant and the home behind him. Years later the Peels sold to Al and Marilyn 
Murray and so it became known as Murray’s Corners. Later on the Murrays sold to CB and Carolyn 
Post, who named their restaurant Aunt Molly’s. Many people in the area still refer to it as Aunt 
Molly’s Corners when giving driving directions. Today it is still a restaurant, currently called Corner 
Fish ’n’ Chips.
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Cottagers on Cameron Lake

Colin and Catherine MacDonald, grandparents of Cathy 
(Freestone) Bevis, owned this cottage since the early 1900’s. It 
was located on Cameron Lake near Pearn’s Shore. They were at 
their cottage when war was declared in 1939.

A tornado went through the Fenelon Falls area in 
2000. Colin and Catherine MacDonald once owned 
the cottage shown left; a tree came down, damaging 
the roof and eavestrough.

Cathy and Norma Jean Freestone 
eating watermelon while enjoying 
time at their grandparents cottage.

Nora MacDonald, 
Dave Gordon 
Janet Adams 

unknown, Billy 
Gordon in the 

front..

Swimmers in Cameron Lake: 
(L-R) Nora MacDonald, Cathy and 

Dave Gordon

Cottagers
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Cathy (Freestone) Bevis tells the following story:  
“My mom, Nora MacDonald and my dad, Victor 
Freestone, went on their first date in Fenelon Falls in 
the early 1940’s. My father was in the navy and was 
on leave and wanted to surprise my mom. He came 
into Union 
Station in 
Toronto from 
Halifax. He 
got on a bus to 
Fenelon Falls 
as he knew my 
mom was here 
cottaging with 
her parents on 
Cameron 
Lake, but did 
not know the 
exact location. 
He went to the 
post office 
hoping 
someone there 
would know 
where they lived. The postmaster at the time (Charlie 
McInnes) was kind enough to drive him around until 
they found her. The rest is history… 

Pictured above is Nora MacDonald and Victor 
Freestone on their first date.

Colin MacDonald won a fishing derby put on by the 
Toronto Star in 1947. He caught the largest muskie ever 
to come out of Cameron Lake at that time. The muskie 
was 33 lbs. and 50 inches long. Dave Graham and Cathy 
(Freestone) Bevis, age two-and-a-half years, were in the 
boat when the fish was caught.

Nora MacDonald standing 
below the dam (above), and 
reading on the dock (below).
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Cameron Shore Summer Bible School

Summer Church services were held here on the property owned by 
Adjutant Fred Barker and his wife on Brokenshire Shore, Cameron Lake

1959 - The Cameron Shore 
Chapel was opened at all times 
for people to enjoy. On Sunday in 
the afternoon families would 
meet ½ hour before church 
started for some music. The voice 
of Adjutant Barker was heard 
announcing the coming service 
using a loud speaker, which could 
be heard all along the shoreline. 
Men, women and children would 
appear by walking, car or boat. 
Partway through the service, 
children would go to their classes. 
These classes were divided into 
three groups – Mrs. F. Barker took 
the little ones up to seven years of age, to sit under the cherry tree, sing songs and learn verses; 
Mrs. Whitehouse took the boys, age eight and up; and Mrs. P. Philpott worked with the girls. The 
Summer Bible School ran through July and August.

Cathy Freestone on the left and her sister Norma Jean on 
the right taking their Sunday School lessons.
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My uncle, Charlie Masson, purchased a half dozen lots 
along Edgewood Drive in the1940’s after he came back 
from WWII. My grandfather and Uncle Charlie built the 
white cottage on the NW corner of Edgewood Dr. and 
Pleasant View Rd. They sold it to a lady, Vi Grigg, who 
lived there while I was young. When Vi bought the 
cottage my grandfather brought what had been a two-car 
garage from the city and put it up on the lot next door. 
That was our family cottage growing up. The whole 
building was only 20' x 20'. It had no running water, a 
single electrical circuit, a back-house, wood stove and 
two small bedrooms. We would pump water from a well 
at the back of Vi's property and carry it in pails back to 
our cottage.  We would often have 6-12 family members 
staying there, with us kids sleeping in sleeping bags on 
the floor.   On Friday nights we'd drive up from the city 
and the adults would go to play bingo and the kids would 
go to the Fenelon Theatre. Saturday nights we'd play 
cards with Vi in her cottage. Vi was part of our extended 
family, and my parents eventually bought her place when she was no longer able to stay there.  I can 
recall the MarGil Restaurant at Edgewood and Hickory Beach Rd. Boaters would come and dock at 
the end of Hickory Beach Rd. to eat there. The restaurant closed and became a store and we'd go 
with our small change to buy black balls and other candies, and play pinball. Eventually the Maceys 
bought the store and started Bert's Appliances there.  Labour Day weekend was a big deal at Hickory 
Beach as the cottage association would have a corn roast in the park at the end of Parkhill Dr.   The 
local families, including the Dicks, Spellings, and Cornforths, were all fun to be around. I learned to 

water ski behind the Dick's boat. We didn't get a 
power boat until I was a teenager. We could 
walk to Sturgeon Point Golf Club and would 
often play all day there. We also did a lot of 
fishing with Uncle Charlie rowing and the kids 
taking turns, two at a time, trolling for pickerel. 
We always came home with a few fish.  My 
Uncle Charlie and Aunt Marg eventually built 
their own cottage further along Edgewood, and 
my parents knocked down the old family cottage 
and built the small brick home that is there now. 
Many of the local residents will remember the 
huge parties my brother Randy held on the Aug 

1 holiday weekend in the 1980's. He'd build a stage and invite bands up to perform. It was a great 
time.  We eventually sold the family cottage and Vi's place, and Massons sold their place a couple of 
years ago, so we have no more family ties there. My wife and I have a place on Cameron Lake, just 
outside Fenelon, and we often drive down to Hickory Beach to see what's changed. Great memories.

Cottagers at Hickory Beach - Sturgeon Lake 
By Bill Baker

Uncle Sam Masson, Grandmother 
Annie Masson, Swiss cousin Emily and 

Grandfather Louis Masson

Uncle Randy’s birthday 1987



321

Camping 
Camping was a favourite way to holiday in Fenelon Falls. Camp grounds were located on Cameron 
Lake and the Fenelon River. The Municipal Campground (Garnet Graham Lakeside Park), located on 
Cameron Lake was a popular spot for campers. These pictures below show the Municipal 
Campground in the 1930's and 1940's.

Garnet Graham Lakeside Park, is now used for the pleasure of people to swim, picnic, or just sit and 
relax and watch the sun go down. There is no camping allowed on this property.
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Rotary Club of Fenelon Falls

Fenelon Falls Service Clubs

Rotary Club of Fenelon Falls Celebrates 75 Years - 2019 
History written by Dave Kish 

On December 6th, 1943 the Rotary Club of Lindsay held their regular 
meeting in the Mansion House in Fenelon Falls with a view to forming a Rotary Club here in 
Fenelon Falls. Present at this meeting was District Governor Harmon Rice of Huntsville; ex-District 
Governor Dan McQuarrie of Lindsay; Harry Stone, President of the Lindsay Club; and Frank 
Weldon, Secretary of the Lindsay Club. Following a thorough discussion, it was decided to form the 
Rotary Club of Fenelon Falls with the following members present:  
Charter Members List: 
George Allen, Max Brandon, Rev. M.E. Burch, Thos. E. Carr, James H. Curtis, A.J. Gould, Foster 
M. Graham, G.C. Graham, W.S. Havery, 
Harry Kriger, John McGibbon, Charles R. 
McInnes, Thomas H. Moffatt, Wellie 
McFarland, Mossom (Monty) Robson, 
David A. Scott, Alfred C. Welk, Wm. J. 
Moore, Morris C. Mills, Alfred E. Tiers, 
Earl Vanatter. 
First Executive of the Rotary Club of 
Fenelon Falls  
President - Charles McInnis,   
Vice President - Max Brandon,  
Secretary - Albert Welk,  
Treasurer - Wm. J. Moore,  
Sargent in Arms - Jim Curtis,  
Directors - G.C. Graham, George Allen, 
Foster Graham, M.W. Robson  
It was also discussed and decided that regular meetings were to be held in the Mansion House at 
6:45 pm each Thursday evening. Over the years the location of the meetings has changed, but the 
time and day of the week have remained consistent.

The following is a list of Presidents of the Rotary Club of Fenelon Falls from 1999: 
Wayne Routly 1999 - 2000, Randy Johnson 2000 - 2001, Andy Vanderstarren 2001 - 2002,  
Frank Tielemans 2002 - 2003, Wayne Hutchinson 2003 - 2004, Gunter Kulz 2004 - 2005,  
Ben Jowitt 2005 - 2006, Jim Sackston 2006 - 2007, Chuck Skiles 2007-2008,  
Randy Johnson 2008-2009, Christine Keenan 2009-2010 (First female President),  
Joe Willems 2010 - 2011, Gunter Kulz 2011 - 2012, Bob Graham 2012 - 2013, 
Ken Ferrill 2013 - 2014, Wayne Hutchinson 2014 - 2015, Helen Robinson 2015,  
Dave Kish 2016 - 2018, Joan Elliott 2018 - 2019,  Susan Griffin 2019 - 2020, 
Christine Keenan 2020 - 2021. 
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The first project undertaken by the Club was a skating carnival held on February 11th, 1944 as a 
means to introduce themselves to the public of Fenelon Falls. The net proceeds of the carnival were 
$200.00 and our club was on its way. Grants from the club were presented to the skating rink of 
$65.00 and the Red Cross Society of $25.00. That was where our charitable work began. Rotary Club 
5718 of Fenelon Falls was officially ushered into this world and its Charter was presented by 
Governor Harmon E. Rice. Tonight, as we celebrate our Charter Date of April 19, 1944, we do have 
something in common with our Founder, Paul Harris. He was born April 19th, 1868 and would have 
been 76 years old when our club received its Charter, and other Rotary Clubs around the world had 
been serving their communities for 39 years before us. In the year 1945, under the chairmanship of 
Monty Robson the club held its first Rural-Urban night. Each member was asked to bring a farmer 
friend. This evening event was well received and it was decided that this event was to become an 
annual meeting. In 1960 the Rural-Urban evening event was used to organize and develop our 
village’s image as a tourist area through the Lake Ontario Developers Association. In 1947 one of the 
most important projects our club has undertaken and one that has made the biggest impact has been 
the “Swimming Instruction Classes” known as the “Red Cross Water Safety Program”. Later in 
autumn of 1947 a series of disastrous floods struck Great Britain which was just beginning to recover 
from the effects of the war. The club sent one of their biggest cheques so far to the “Ontario British 
Flood Relief Plan” the cheque was for $244.41 the results of a hurriedly organized dance. The club 
decided to take on the Easter Seals campaign in the month of March 1954 for the first time. The 
results were very satisfactory for a first attempt.

2019 - 75th Anniversary of the Rotary Club of Fenelon Falls.These Rotarians and their families took 
on the challenge of opening their homes to students from all over the world. Rotary started the 
Student Exchange program in 1969/1970 and the last student came in 2006. Rotarians Jake 
Norwood, Jack Purdon and George Traill were involved in getting this program started. Many 
Rotarians who are not in the picture have contributed to this worthwhile cause and they will not be 
forgotten. Back Row (L-R) Tom Innes, Mike Innes, Bob Adamson, Jane Wyatt, Dennis Wyatt, Bill 
Cragg, Patti Cragg, Joe Willems, Wayne Hutchinson (behind Barb Jenkinson), Wayne Routly Middle 
Row (L-R) Carolyn (Innes) Daynes, Marilyn Wilson, Judi Adamson, Dana Goddard, Jack Campbell, 
Jim Sackston, Pam Willems, Andy MacNab, Barb Jenkinson, Carol Routly Front Row (L-R) Tracey 
(Howze) Innes, Andy Vanderstarren, Mary Vanderstarren, Roger McInnis, Ruth Ann McInnis, Lori 
Baker, Phil Baker, Jerry Jenkinson.

Student Exchange Host Families
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Kawartha Lakes This Week - (2009)  
Christine Keenan has, become the first female president of 
the Rotary Club of Fenelon Falls and is the youngest 
president ever at age 29. She has been a member for six 
years and is anticipating a successful year in Rotary. "I am 
looking forward to this year," Ms Keenan says. "I hope 
that having a young member as president may garner some 
interest in young members of the community to become 
involved in Rotary. It's a great club.”…They'll never know 
what hit them," she says with a laugh… 

(L-R): Mary Vanderstarren (spouse), Alison Hutchison (spouse), Dave Kish, Joan Elliot, Christine 
Keenan, Lois Sackston (spouse), Helen Robinson (President), Jim Sackston, District Governor 
____________, Luke Avery, Wayne Hutchison, Randy Johnson, Ben Jowitt, Gunter Kulz, Andy 
Vanderstarren, Lynda ___________ (spouse) Joe Willems, Jinty Jowitt (spouse)

Rotarians & Spouses 2018

The club mailed out 3,280 letters and received back 540 returns with a total of $1,484 donated 
through the mail-out campaign. These donated funds were divided 50/50, with the Ontario Crippled 
Children’s Society receiving half of the donation and the other half of the donation staying with the 
club to be used for crippled children in our own area. The Easter Seals Campaigns continued for 
several years averaging no less than $1,400 in contributions each year towards Easter Seals. In 1956 
our club committed itself to raising a total of $3,000 for the Ross Memorial Hospital to go towards 
the new wing being built for the hospital. It was decided that this project would take three years to 
fund at a rate of $1,000 per year, plus an additional $100.00 to furnish one of the rooms. We still 
continue to support the Ross Memorial Hospital with donations as required to help fund some of 
their bigger project items like the MRI project. Golf seemed to be an annual event with the club, 
tournaments running from 1946 through 1999.  Our number one campaign is Polio Plus. Our 35 
cents collected weekly from our members, along with donations from the Gates Foundation, have 
helped Rotary and the World Health Organization fight polio. We can say that we have very nearly 
eradicated polio around the world. Our club has come a long way since being formed on April 19th, 
1944.
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Rotary Club of Fenelon Falls 
Past and Present Sponsorship and Support 

Adopt a Family for Christmas  
Baseball Park – Russ Baptist Ball Park 
Fenelon Beach Park – Benches 
Children Caution Signs – beaches, various streets in the Village of Fenelon Falls 
Christmas Dinner at Fenelon Court – meal and gifts served and provided by Rotary 
Christmas Tree Sales 
Classic Car Draw – Fund Raising 
Cleanup of County Road # 8 
Student Exchange Programs  
Fencing – Russ Baptist Ball Park 
Fire Works – Sponsorship July 1st each year 
Flags for the Bridge in Fenelon Falls 
Food Banks – Bobcaygeon, Coboconk, and Fenelon Falls 
Garden at Trent Severn Lock – Fenelon Falls 
Garnet Graham Park – Splash Pad-Build - Sponsors- Rotary Club, Lions Club, Legion and Sobeys  
Girl Guide Sponsorship 
Fenelon Community Centre – Gord Innis and Roger Bellwood 
Seniors Hall – Rotary’s home for meetings for several years – sold to the Seniors Club 
Hockey and Baseball Teams - Sponsorship 
Lions Civic Holiday Car Show – Assist yearly with the show  
Medical Equipment – ie: Bed Lifts  
Nighttime Lights – Russ Baptist Ball Park 
Plaque at Beach – Garnet Graham Beach Park 
Polio Plus – Newspaper Ads, Requesting of Donations, Weekly Donations from Members 
Remembrance Day and Candle Light Services 
Ride for Sight – Bar 
Road Tolls Fund Raising – to assist with the fire service 
Ross Memorial Hospital – Dialysis Ward and MRI – Additional Wing 
Santa Claus Parade Sponsorship – donation for band  
Score Board – Russ Baptist Ball Park 
Snowmobile Radar Runs 
Snowshoe Event – Kawartha Snowshoe Races  
Splash Pad and Washroom Change Room Build 
Sponsorship – Several medical assistance programs over many years 
Suicide Hotline – Youth Suicide Prevention Program 
Thermal Imaging Camera – Fenelon Fire Service 
TV – Big Screen Fenelon Court 
Van – Community Care Fenelon Falls x 2 
Van – Given to Salvation Army 
Water and Ice Rescue Equipment and Training for the Fenelon Falls Fire Service 
Wheel Chair Program 
Winter Carnival – Fenelon Falls 1St event held February 1st, 1944 
Plus so many more ………………… 
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In November, 1985, Monty Robson was a recipient 
of the Paul Harris Fellowship for his contributions to 
the community. His family was there to celebrate 
with him. (L-R) Jack and Lori (daughter) Raymond, 
Monty and his wife Beulah, daughter Margo 
Fitzpatrick and niece Patricia Hoy.

Recipients of the Paul Harris Fellowship Award

Garnet Graham, a former 
Rotarian is congratulated 
by MP Bill Scott while 
receiving the Paul Harris 
Fellowship for being a 
great ambassador for 
Fenelon Falls. He was 
well known far and wide 
as “Mr. Yip Stick”, raising 
funds for the community. 

George Wilson receives the Rotary’s 
highest honour, the Paul Harris 
Fellowship on May 15, 1997. His wife 
Marilyn pins the award on him.

Sue Howze gives her husband Ron a big 
congratulatory kiss after he received the 
Paul Harris Fellowship in November 1987 
His family - Kelly, Terry & Tim Howze 
and Shari Henderson were present.

Rotary District Governor, 
Don Whitfield is shown 
here pinning the Paul 
Harris Fellowship medal 
on Al Graham who 
received this award for his 
outstanding service in the 
community and Rotary 
Club. (May 1983)

Russ Baptiste is presented with 
the Paul Harris Fellowship by 
Jerry Jenkinson on May 17, 1984. 
Jerry Jenkinson received a Paul 
Harris Fellowship in 1989.

Walter Sweeney is 
presented with the Paul 
Harris Fellowship by 
President Rotary, Dave 
Kish. Walter is 
recognized for his years 
of service with the 
volunteer Fire 
Department in Fenelon 
Falls and his dedication 
to St. John Ambulance.
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Fenelon Falls & District Lions Club

Fenelon Falls & District Lions Club 
inaugural meeting was held on June 5, 
1974. They received their Charter on 

June 28, 1974.

The first annual Car & Truck show was 
held in conjunction with the Lock 
Centennial events in 1983. Its first 
location was on the property behind the 
Heritage House and since then it has 
been held in the Fenelon Fairgrounds. It 
was organized by Bill Wiese, Lance 
Hackett and Roger Bellwood.

Doug Cox of the 
Fenelon Falls 
Lions Club is 

recognized for 50 
Years service to the 

club.

The Fenelon Falls and District Lions Club have 
been serving the community of Fenelon Falls for 46 
years. Lions Club is a non-profit organization that 
aims to provide support and medical assistance to 
those who need it. In such situations, the Lions Club 
collects eyeglasses and hearing aids to be cleaned 
and used by people who would otherwise not be 
able to afford them. They are involved with an 
annual toy drive, the walk for dog guides which has 
managed to obtain dogs for local well deserving 
families, an annual local electronic and clothing 
drive. They annually show their appreciation and 
support to many including to the staff and residents 
at Fenelon Court, the Fenelon Falls Museum, 
Fenelon Falls Horticultural Society, local families 
and to the Kawartha North Health team. They run 
the Annual Fenelon Falls Show & Flea Market - 
Cars, Trucks, Snowmobiles and Bikes on Civic 
Long Weekend. In 2019 they celebrated their 37th 
anniversary. Historically they were involved with 
the Ride for Sight and the annual Sunshine Festival 
was a popular fundraising campaign held annually at 
the Fenelon Beach Park in the 80’s. In addition the 
Lions Club had a fundraiser where you had to guess 
what day the car parked on the ice by the docks at 
the beach would submerge.

Above left - Lion President Barry Tate receives the Club Excellence 
Award for 2018-2019 from District Governor Debbie Dawson. Above 
right - Barry Tate accepts a painting by local Harmony Hutchings in 
2019 after the Lions Club helped with a donation to the family during 
a health crisis. 

(L-R) Joan and Doug Cox, Susan Tate, John 
Byrne, Erin Coons, Barry Tate. Fenelon Falls 

Lions Club presents the Ross Memorial 
Hospital Foundation with a cheque for 

$1,000. The money supports new operating 
room equipment.
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Fenelon Falls Horticultural 
Society Board 2019 

The Horticultural Society 
celebrated their 100th 
Anniversary in 2019 

Back Row - (L-R) Laurie 
Jones, Anna Croxall, Alice 

Burnie (Treasurer) 
Front Row - (L-R) Helen 
Newlove, Susanne Meyer, 

Barbara Hewton, Mary Carr, 
Gail Henderson (Secretary), 
Kathy Armstrong (President)  
Regrets - Ruth Long, Carol 

Milroy, Debbie Panou

Clubs in Fenelon Falls
Fenelon Falls Horticultural Society

The Fenelon Falls Horticultural Society has been a part of the landscape and gardens of Fenelon Falls 
for over 100 years. Their activities and works are intertwined throughout Fenelon Falls itself but also 
with its relationships with the organizations that help make Fenelon Falls great - the Museum, the 
Chamber, downtown businesses, and the Locks, among others. The gardens they care for are a labour 
of love. They include the gardens at the cenotaph, the locks, the falls, the beach, downtown, by the 
Chamber of Commerce and Maryboro Lodge: The Fenelon Museum. Despite the Society’s ups and 
down the club boasts over 100 members. Their Gardening Plant Sale is always a huge success despite 
the weather. They have monthly meetings where they share interesting topics open to the public, a 
garden tour and their victory garden at the museum in the 10 raised garden beds donated over 750 
pounds of fresh vegetables to the Salvation Army’s food bank in the summer of 2020.  The new Rain 
Garden by the museum helps filter the runoff from Oak Street and will showcase two art sculptures;  
River Grove by artist Susan Rankin and Portage by artist James C. Smith, in 2021.  The Horticultural 
Society will work on the landscape at the Grove Theatre, and their labour of love will continue to add 
beauty to Fenelon Falls just as it has always done.
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Excerpts from 
The History of Fenelon Falls Horticultural 

Society 1919 - 2019 
by Janet Scott 

The organizing meeting of the society was 
held on January 10, 1919, with 81 members 
having sent their $1.00 fee to the founding 
President, Mrs. H.B.C. Fraser. Mrs. Fraser 
arranged with the President of the 
Horticultural Society Branch of the Ontario 
Department of Agriculture to register the 
Fenelon Falls Horticultural Society.

Fenelon Falls Horticultural Society 

To the left you see trees and bushes - then with a lot 
of love and hard work your vision came true many 
year later (below)
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Fenelon Stamp Club

by Isabel Wessell (2009)

This year we are celebrating 25 years of Stamp Club memories. In October 1982, a stamp display was held 
in the Fenelon Falls Library. This was organized by the Fenelon Falls Post Office - represented by the 
Postmaster, Stephen Tighe; The Royal Philatelic Society of Canada - represented by Marg Allen; and local 
stamp collectors - represented by Ron Thoburn, Pete Tullock and Howard Burns. The local response to the 
stamp display spawned the formation of the Fenelon Stamp Club. The first meeting was held on February 7, 
1983 in the Fenelon Falls Library. The elected officers were: President - Stephen Tighe; Treasurer - Howard 
Burns; Secretary - Sarah Junkin; Chapter Co-ordinator - Marg Allen. Adult membership was $5.00 and 
Junior Membership, $2.50. On March 1, 1983 the Club became Chapter #179 of the Royal Philatelic Society 
of Canada. The next meeting was held on March 14th, 1982 in Room #103, Fenelon Falls Secondary 
School. 1983 was the Club’s infant year, which coincided with the Lock Centennial “83”. In celebration, the 
Club produced a series of envelopes picturing the steamer “Dominion” and Palace Scow named Paragon 

docked in the lock at 
Fenelon Falls in 1888 
and using the set of 
“Fort” stamps issued 
June 30th that year and 
cancelled July 15 and 
16, 1983. At the end of 
the first year there was 
no lack of enthusiasm 
because the next year 
the Club participated in 
the Fenelon Falls 1984 
Homecoming 
celebrations. The club’s 
first newsletter was 
issued in February, 
1984. The Club 

attempted a stamp show 
in 1984 but it was not successful. The second and last newsletter was issued in April 1985. A quote from the 
newsletter - “numbers were not great, but they made up in quality what they may have been lacking in 
quantity.”

25 years of the Fenelon Stamp Club

Fenelon Stamp Club members above 2007 
Back Row (L-R) Wayne Rapp, Dan James, Lloyd McEwan, Harry VanOudenaren 
3rd Row (L-R) Isabel Wessell, Stu Sheppard, John McEwan, Cynthia McLennan, Maureen McEwan, 
Hank Bossema, Peter Butler (Speaker) 
2nd Row (L-R) Jim Shearer, Lorne Chester, John Hoskin, Ed Wheeler, Marg Allen 
Front Row (L-R) Joanne Massaar, Neil Sims, Harry Pearson (Absent - Marg Pearson)
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The stamp show in 1985 
was called “FENPEX I” 
and was held at the Senior 
Citizen’s Hall on Lindsay 
St. The designer of the 
“Lacrosse” stamp, Jim 
Aldridge was on hand. 
The Club produced 
envelopes featuring the 
LaCrosse stamp with Mr. 
Aldridge’s signature. Club 
members exhibits were 
judged for the first time 
and each year thereafter 
until 1991… 
Every year the Fenelon 
Stamp Club has held a stamp show (FENPEX) in various locations in Fenelon Falls (Senior Citizens 
Club of Fenelon Falls, Legion, United Church). In 2017 the show has grown so that the Club now 
holds its shows at the Cambray Community Centre. Due to COVID-19 the 

2020 show was cancelled. Over the years the FENPEX shows 
celebrated many occasions - rarest Canadian stamp known as the 2 
cent large Queen depicting the reign of Queen Victoria (along with 
police escort); Kawartha Challenge; 3d Beaver in red designed by 
Sir Sandford Fleming; Fenelon Falls Library’s 110th Anniversary; 
Fenelon Falls Rotary Club; Post Offices of Victoria County by 
Isabel Wessell; retiring Municipal Clerks, Mary Baker - Village of 
Fenelon Falls (32 years) and Rhona Bryant - Township of 
Fenelon (29 years); Fenelon Falls 125th Birthday; Queen 
Mother’s 100th Birthday; etc…The club has successfully held 
35 FENPEX events since it began, and their membership is 
holding between 25-30 members. 
Past Presidents are Stephen Tighe, Ron Thoburn and Marg 
Allen (president for 25 years).When Marg stepped down 
Lloyd McEwan was elected, followed by Jim Breadner.

Isabel Wessell displaying her collections of FENPEX 
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Fenelon Falls Women’s Institute

Excerpt from Fenelon Falls Gazette 
(December 1999) 

The Fenelon Falls Branch of 
Women’s Institute met at the 
Community Care for lunch and their 
Christmas meeting on December 
8th…Reta Bailey paid tribute to the 
“Year of the Elder Person”. Corsages 
were presented to our three elder 
members, Elsie Pearce, Gwen Parker 
and Ila Palmer, who has been a 
member of the Branch for 67 years… 
Ila remembers when Fenelon Falls 
WI owned their own hall (now 
Immanuel Baptist Church); when 
they lobbied and were instrumental 
in having traffic lights installed at the 
intersection of Francis St and 

Colborne St.; when in partnership with the department of agriculture workshops were presented in hat 
making, copper tooling sewing, crocheting, etc. She also remembers serving meals for various local 
functions and participating in parades, including Canada Centennial Parade of 1967. Ila has held all of 
the offices in our branch and many in Victoria East WI…

(L-R) -Elsie Pearce, Ila Palmer, Gwen Parker

Tribute to Ila Palmer - 67 Year Member of WI

1955 - Fenelon Falls Women’s Institute depicts a Canada Day Celebration with each woman 
dressed to represent an occupation of the day. Back Row (L-R) Mrs. J. Coburn, Mrs. Malion, Mrs. 
W. Murchison, Mrs. J. Barrett, Mrs. W. Allen, Mrs. Oscar Hetherington, Mrs. H. McCallum, Mrs. 
Armstrong, Miss V. MacIntosh, Miss E. Maybee; Front Row (L-R) Mrs. Roberts, Mrs. J. Thomson, 
Mrs. Jewell, Mrs. Lauzman, Mrs. A. McGee, Mrs. D. Scott, Miss McLean, Mrs. F. Warren
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The Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada were responsible in helping to 
accomplish: 

- Bread wrapped 
- Lines painted on the centre of Provincial highways 
- Getting fluorescent paint used on sides of railway cars 
- Putting music on the school curriculum (1937) 
- “Stop” signs being placed at railway crossings  
- Fowl graded for sale 
- Getting the legal marriage age sixteen years with parent’s consent (1937) 
- Making the law mandatory for traffic to stop when school bus is stopped (1962) 
- Hot lunches in schools 
- Requiring breathalyzer and blood tests for motorists 
- Enacting legislation on dimming car lights when meeting another car 
- Having staples abolished on packaged food products 
- Having poison containers clearly marked 
- Banning the sale of mineral based detergents 
- Encouraging war memorials and war services 
- plus many more 

The Fenelon Falls Women’s Institute was responsible for getting stop lights in Fenelon 
Falls.

The Kawartha Field Naturalists was established 
in 1983 under the leadership of Marg Allen. 
Their purpose was to promote appreciation of 
the various aspects of nature by educating the 
general public with an emphasis towards youth. 
In 1984 Marg and Clarence Allen were 
awarded the Dr. William Gunn Memorial 
Conservation Award. It recognized the couple’s 
conservation efforts in tree planting, forest 
management, and lake level recording. The 
Naturalists group began with 19 members and 
quickly grew to around 100. One very active 
member was Joan (Cole) Todd. Joan joined in 
1990 and has served as Treasurer, Secretary, 
President and Vice President of the Club. In 
2015 Joan received an award recognizing her 
25 years of membership.

Kawartha Field Naturalists
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PROBUS Club of Fenelon Falls  

Submitted by Diane Grunwell 

The overwhelming response to PROBUS in Fenelon Falls began 
with local resident, Kathy Stackhouse, posing a simple question to 
her sister and friend in the spring of 2017: “Do you think we could 
start a PROBUS Club in Fenelon Falls?” They were both members 
of the Lindsay Women’s Club and enjoyed hearing the speakers at 
monthly meetings, as well as participating in various outings and 
events. By way of background, PROBUS draws its name from 
“PROfessional” and “BUSiness” and the group is comprised of 
people who are retired or semi-retired. It was originally formed in 
England in 1965 by retired Rotarians who were looking for a way to 
maintain social connections. PROBUS is non-denominational, non-
political, does not raise charitable funds, and is volunteer led. 

Meetings are typically comprised of a business portion followed by a guest speaker and are held on 
a monthly basis. A number of social events and activities are also organized each month. Kathy’s 
idea found its way to Bob Pennock, a Fenelon Falls resident and highly involved member of the 
community, who approached the President of the Lindsay Men’s Club (they have gender specific 
clubs in Lindsay) to sponsor and guide the formation of a Fenelon Falls mixed chapter. The first step 
was to form an Interest Committee that would plot the course of action and determine the interest 
among local residents. The Committee initially hoped for about 50 people to be interested, but the 
surveys indicated more than 200 wanted to be involved. With the support of a number of volunteers, 
a recruitment meeting was held at St. James Anglican Church in September 2017. The response was 
greater than expected, with 228 memberships sold.  The first “official” meeting in October - when 
the PROBUS Club of Fenelon Falls was presented with its Charter - was held at the Senior Citizens 
Club of Fenelon Falls and an additional 100 people signed up on this day! With the membership 
continuing to increase, maximum capacity for this venue was soon reached; meetings are now held 
at the Fenelon Falls Community Centre on the third Tuesday of every month. The Speakers, Events 
and Activities have broad appeal. Speakers at the meetings have ranged from a local beekeeper, to a 
forensic detective, to Kim Phuc Phan Thi who spoke about her personal experience following a 
napalm attack during the Vietnam 
War. Events have ranged from a 
performance of “Come From 
Away”, to “Rock the Rink”, to 
“Cirque du Soleil”, with 
activities including euchre, 
hiking, knitting, wine tasting, 
and the list goes on. 
Membership is currently 
capped at 350 with an ongoing 
waiting list, despite the 
formation of a new Club in 
Bobcaygeon in March 2020.

2018 Christmas Party
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Guiding has played a key part 
in Mary Baker’s life and, as she 
says, the Girl Guide 
organization has made her more 
aware of other people. The 
clerk-treasurer for the village of 
Fenelon Falls has played an 
instrumental role in the 
development of this 
organization within the village. 
It was in 1957 that Mary first 
participated in guiding in a 
leadership role. She served 10 

years as a guide captain and was the District Camp 
Advisor for Victoria County for many years. Camping is 
an integral part of guiding activities and as Mary says, there was always a waiting list of girls who 
wanted to go to the division camp. In 1967, Mary was in charge of a campsite at the Guide’s 
Heritage Camp on the St. Lawrence and during the 10 day camp Lady Baden Powell visited the site. 
Gatherings like this, she feels, signified the role of guiding in the development of youth as the girls 
and herself became more aware of nature and the protection of the environment. Camping was not 
always limited to the warm summer months as Mary would take her girls on winter camping trips to 
Oshawa where the girls could celebrate the Guide’s Thinking Day. During Mary’s active years of 
service to the organization she was the Guide Commissioner for Sturgeon District for seven years. 
Her tasks included setting up training programs and providing assistance to any guiders or captains 
within her district which included Fenelon Falls, Bobcaygeon, Coboconk and Kirkfield. Mary was 
instrumental in forming a Ranger’s group for those girls who passed the age for Girl Guides.

Back Row (L-R) Fern (Wood) Allen 
(Ranger), Barb (Wood) Fletcher 
(Ranger) Front Row (L-R) Tami 

(Wood) Hodgson (Brownie),  Susan 
Wood (Girl Guide) - 1968.

Sharilyn Shosenberg became 
the  Village’s first Girl Guide 
to receive her Gold Cord, the 
highest award to be made by 

the  association. (c.1962)  

Brownies * Guides * Rangers

Mary Baker (left) and Orlee Bryans - 
Thanksgiving  weekend in 1962 at a Girl 

Guide camp. 

Glenda (Gamsby) Hughes on 
her way to Brownies (1963). 

The Brownies  met in a 
classroom at the Fenelon 

Falls Public School.  
Glenda’s brother Bob is 

pictured.

Mary Marshall, 1955
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“The first meeting of the Club was held at the home of Mrs. G.C. Graham on Thursday evening.  
April 24th 1931.” 

So reads the first entry 
of the minutes, in an 
old-fashioned lined 
exercise book, in old-
fashioned fountain pen 
script. The date of the 
first entry was later 
crossed out and 
corrected to “1931.” It 
was the first of many 
haphazard, lighthearted, 
passably-legible 
journals documenting 
the topics discussed, the 
books read, and the 
food enjoyed by the 
ladies of The Thursday 
Club over the course of 
ninety years and 
counting. The Thursday 
Club, a little-known 
institution in Fenelon 
Falls, continues to meet 
on the third Thursday of 
the month, roughly following the same guidelines as the earliest meetings. Ideally there are thirteen 
members — the magic number for ten presentations to be given over the course of a year with a 
two-month summer break, and for three assigned executive members to be exempt from presentation 
duties. Everyone submits a book to be circulated methodically over the course of the year. There 
should be no political or religious discussions at meetings, on account of causing dissension. And if 
you miss three meetings in a row without just cause you forfeit your membership. The original 
guidelines are reiterated every few years or so to keep the group on the straight and narrow. “These 
rules have served us well over the last fifty years,” said Nyhl Graham (one of three unrelated 
founding Mrs. Grahams) at the 50th anniversary in 1981.There have been experiments along the way 
to adapt to changing circumstances, such as accommodating absences due to conflicting (but 
important) meetings, refining book circulation methods, new ways of adding members when 
someone leaves the group, and now using Zoom for socially distanced meetings. Only a few 
adaptations have stuck.

"The Thursday Club” 
Celebrates 90 Years in 2021

The above written minutes of the Thursday Club say - 
The first meeting of the club was held at the home of Mrs. G. C. 
Graham on Thursday evening April 24th, 1931. Moved by Mrs. B. 
Townley and Mrs. Mills that Miss Vickery be the President of the Club. 
Carried. Moved by Mrs. A Townley and seconded by Mrs. Dinwoody 
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The group now meets monthly rather than twice monthly as in the beginning. And after the first 
picnic was introduced in the early 1930’s, more food events were added. The minutes record many a 
succulent dinner which mere words could not describe, as well as the failures — such as Peggy 
Long’s “blackened loaf-shaped lump of charcoal.” (It was noted that “The rest of the food was 
delicious.”) The group has settled on three potlucks per year, along with tea and mouth-watering 
desserts provided by the host at regular meetings. At the fifty-year mark, there was some discussion 
as to whether to continue the club. Several long-time members had passed away, and perhaps for 
some the 1980’s were just too different from the 1930s. But they voted to continue and declared, 
“Here’s to the next fifty years!” There is still a strong personal connection with the founding 
members, in that current member Evelyn Nicholson, who joined in the 1980’s, overlapped with 
charter member Nyhl Graham, who remained an active associate member well into her nineties.  
While printed fonts now occasionally replace longhand script in the minute books, and a pandemic 
has heightened the challenge of getting together, The Thursday Club has long surpassed the 
expectations of skeptical husbands of the 1930’s, who estimated it would last only six months!  
There is no reason to doubt The Thursday Club will meet a new century of engagement and 
creativity in Fenelon Falls.  The group has often called itself a“Book Club, reflecting a keen interest 
in books at the heart of the club’s focus. But while the books circulated have been duly recorded in 
the annual journals from the beginning, they are not discussed as part of regular meetings. The 
primary focus of the meetings is the presentation on a topic of interest to the presenter. Each year a 
general theme is chosen to provide 
some guidance, but ultimately the 
topics covered have been as wide 
ranging as the tastes and passions of 
the individuals in the group.  From the 
beginning the objective of the group 
has been to engage with culture of all 
sorts, and to enjoy genial fellowship. 
Reading aloud, performing a play or a 
musical program, making Origami 
cranes at a Christmas potluck or 
dressing up for Hallowe’en have all 
been part of the creativity of any 
given year and the group have invited 
many local guest speakers over the 
years. Sending packages of books or 
other goods to a chosen community-
in-need is also firmly engrained in the 
traditions of this long-standing 
women’s group dedicated to lifelong 
learning and supporting one another.  

1982 Thursday Club, in costume for A Christmas Carol 
Left to right - Anne Beairsto, Peggy Long (with crutch), 
Nyhl Graham (shawl), Marg Allen (wrapped in blanket), 

Diane Stewart, Shirley Carroll (centre), Mary 
McLaughlin (laughing), Marg Demill, Shirley Sturgess 

(standing), Molly Lawrence (seated in foreground) 
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The winter fairs started either 1922 or 1923 and continued until 1941. The main intersection of the 
village at Francis and Colborne Sts. is shown in the photo. You will recognize some of the buildings 
that are still here today (June 1980). The block building on the corner is Stinson’s IDA and Hopkins’ 
which at that time housed MacFarland’s Grocery Store. The small building to the left is William 
Junkin’s shoe repair shop. To the left of that is W.J. Heard’s Hardware Store. This picture is the 
property of Freda Arscott, formerly Freda Nicholls. Mrs. Arscott’s father’s team of horses is located to 
the left back of the picture. At the 1923 Fair he won the prize for his general purpose team. At later 
fairs there was cattle judging in the Baptist Church shed. A hockey match was usually part of the fair. 
The hockey players in sweaters in the foreground were members of the Red Rock team ready to play a 
game against Haliburton. Some of the people identified in this photo are; Victor Knox, Alec Northey, 
Irwin White, Carl Hepburn, William Gillis, Harry Moore, Thomas Curtis, Max Brandon, Mrs. Helen 
White, Bert Semper, Mrs. Thomas Moffat, Vincent Dewell, Robert Eyres, Albert Kelly.

Events Past & Present

A.W. Robson and W.T. Robson 
beside their contribution to the 

Santa Claus Parade in the 1930’s. 
Their shop behind them was built 
between 1910 - 1914. They owned 
this Farm Implements business on 

Colborne St. for many years.
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In 1999 the Fenelon Falls Santa Day 
was just a twinkle in the eye of a 
small group of volunteers. It’s grown 
into a holiday tradition for families 
from all over the province on the last 
Saturday in November. Almost every 
store in the village takes part in the 
day by offering free activities such 
as visiting Santa, horse-drawn sleigh 
rides, face painting, cookie 
decorating, writing a letter to Santa, 
enjoying a pony ride, and more.“It’s 
family related...we’ve had a number 
of people tell us they love the free 
day because there’s lots of things they cannot afford to do for their kids at Christmas but they can 
bring them here for the day.  They can see everything including the parade and Santa for little or no 
cost. There’s little nibbles to eat, things to make and things to do.” said Judi Adamson, Santa Day 
volunteer. The day culminates with an illuminated nighttime Santa Claus Parade beginning at 5:00 
pm followed by a spectacular fireworks display at 6:00.It takes approximately 200 volunteers to 
pull off the yearly event, with close to 20 of them spending the entire year in planning. Organizers 
say up to 7,000 people attend the fun-filled day every year.“The whole town supports it and that’s 
almost unheard of these days,” Adamson says.In celebration of 2019's 20th anniversary there was a 
free concert by Eagles cover band, Hotel California, which played at the community centre on 
Friday night.The COVID-19 pandemic threw the plans for Santa Day 2020 into a tailspin. "It was 
impossible to do the usual all-day extravaganza, but we felt we wanted to do something for our 
community this Christmas season," Adamson explained. "We organized a four-hour drive by on 

Water Street. The deck at Slices 'n Scoops was 
decorated as an outdoor winter wonderland with 21 
Christmas trees, and a chair for Santa. From 3:00 pm to 
7:00 pm folks drove by, the kids waved and yelled to 
Santa, and they all got a goody bag." As always, the 
Santa Day committee provided the lighted wreaths for 
the downtown light standards, and put up Christmas 
trees at the locks and the spot between Home Hardware 
and Canadian Tire.  They also lit up the Station Gallery, 
and the buildings on the island, and the trees and 
railings along the canal. "We are hoping 2021 is 
different and we can make plans for a more-normal 
Santa Day event."

Fenelon Falls Santa Day
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Santa Day November 29, 2020
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On the first Saturday in February 2017 the first Snowshoe race was held in Fenelon Falls on Cameron 
Lake.  The event is now called the Fenelon Falls Winter Festival.  The Provincial Championships for 
Snow Shoes are held, a family Woof walk, ice fishing, a snow shoe race for the kids against Santa, fat 
tire bike event, safety demonstrations, a game of Crokicurl can be played on Cameron Lake the game 
on the ice blending Crochinole and Curling and events for beginners to professional level racers. A 
world record has been set for the number of children competing in snow shoe races.  There are 500 
m, 1600 m, 5 km and 10km courses which are on the lake, through trees, up the gravel pit onto the 
eskers just north of Cameron lake.  The sponsors, participants and volunteers are the reason for the 
continued success of this event always held on the first Saturday of February.

Fenelon Falls Winter Festival

A game of Crokicurl

The Fenelon Falls Old Fashioned Winter Games began in 
1995 and lasted for 10 years. The games got the whole 
community involved. There were dinners at all the 
churches, and attending five of them got you a medal. 
There were broom ball competitions, bed races, hockey, 
skating, curling, playing cards, singing on sleigh rides 
and other fun activities for everyone to enjoy. Ellie 
Arscott designed the winning logo which appeared on all 
the Winter Games merchandise and branding. Erik 
Watson won the prize for naming the Penguin Mascot 
“Fenigan”.You could vote for a King and Queen of the 

Winter Games; a Chili Cook Off was added and the Torch 
Run became an annual event. 1995 executive consisted of Carl Quaranto, Dave McNamara, Judi 
Adamson, Nan McGhee, Barb Stokes, Tim McAlpine, Gunter Kulz, Jan Fenelius, Martin and Vera 
Young and Anne McCuaig.

 Fenelon Falls Old Fashioned Winter Games 
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 The Fenelon Fairgrounds is 
transformed into an art lover’s paradise 
as the annual Kawartha Arts Festival 
opens its gates every Labour Day 
Weekend.  
 The Festival was first held in 
1989 and started off as a small 
collection of artists gathering together to 
give something back to the local arts 
community. It has since grown into one 
of the largest art festivals in Southern 
Ontario, attracting thousands of visitors 
each year, and celebrated its 30th 
anniversary in 2019.  
 Marquee tents, individual artist tents and booths inside the Ag building provide an interesting 
venue for Artists from many different disciplines, including painting, sculpture, jewellery, pottery, 
fabric and textile art and more, are eager to talk about their work. There are artist demonstrations, and 
the “Young At Art” display, where budding young artists love to hear words of encouragement from the 
patrons The Fenelon Agricultural Society food booth is open for business and live music provides a 
festive atmosphere all weekend long.  
 The Festival runs on the Saturday and Sunday of the holiday weekend, and admission and 

parking are free. A free shuttle bus service 
runs from downtown Fenelon Falls to the 
fairgrounds throughout the weekend. 
Donations are accepted at the door and 
offer a chance to win one of the many door 
prizes drawn throughout the weekend. 

Kawartha Arts Festival

Longtime KAF exhibitor Paul Diamond displaying his 
wood-turning talents.

Christina Handley in her booth surrounded by her unique 
metal work at the Kawartha Arts Festival
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Ride For Sight
Ride For Sight is a charity motorcycle run to raise money for Retinitis Pigmentosa - a disease that 
can cause blindness. Ride for Sight came to Fenelon Falls in 1990. They would take over the Fenelon 
Fair  Grounds for one weekend in June. It was exciting to watch them ride into town. The Ride for Sight 
includes onsite camping Friday and Saturday for tents & trailers. Numerous vendors attend & the Ride for 
Sight have a monster pull event, burnout pit, bike games, show & shine and live music This was an 
annual event for eight years and then they moved it to Collingwood. In  2015 the Ride came back to 
Fenelon Falls.

Gary Restivo was the top 
fundraiser in 1991 at the 

annual Ride For Sight held at 
the Fenelon Fairgrounds. The 
money goes toward fighting 

retinitis pigmentosa, a disease 
that can cause blindness. 

Handing Gary the plaque was 
Jack Colley of the Ride For 
Sight organization. In 1993 
Gary raised $9,565 and was 

the second-highest fund raiser 
in Canada six years in a row.

In 1995 3,900 riders attended 
the Ride for Sight event held 
at the Fenelon Fairgrounds. 

They raised over $450,000 for 
retinitis pigmentosa research.
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The Monster Carnival printed a 
program for this huge event. On 
the left is the original cover. For 
the next few pages there will be 
some excerpts and ads from the 
original program. On Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday July 10-12, 
1929 Fenelon Falls was the site of 
a Monster Carnival. Fenelon Falls 
was honoured to host world 
championship swimmers, George 
Young, Ruth Tower and Helen 
Galand. To offset the considerable 
expense the citizens of Fenelon 
Falls decided to stage the Monster 
Carnival to gain widespread 
publicity, to treat the people of 
Victoria, Haliburton and adjacent 
counties to three days of unusual 
fun and entertainment and also to 
cover the heavy expense of the 
summer’s super attraction. An 
unusually big daily bill of water 
and land sports had been arranged 
with many valuable prizes, 
swimming demonstrations by 
George Young and Ruth Tower, a 
large midway and games all 

operated by local people and an exceptionally bright street dance with a first-class orchestra. All 
proceeds beyond the expenses of the swimmers’ super -attraction went to the Fenelon Falls Women’s 
Institute building fund. The Women’s Institute building is now the Immanuel Baptist Church on Bond 
St. E.

Monster Carnival 1929

Ruth Tower and George Young 
are by the Fenelon Falls Locks.  
They are both swimming 
champions. George Young is the 
world famous winner of the 
Catalina Swim. George will be 
giving swimming 
demonstrations during the 3 day 
event along with Ruth Tower 
and Helen Galand.
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Max G. Brandon 
President, Fenelon Falls Board of Trade

From the program for the Monster Carnival 1929 

To all our visitors, to all our friends, the Fenelon Falls 
Board of Trade extents greetings, and a hearty welcome 
to make July 10, 11, and 12th the three big days of 1929. 
After arranging the basic details of the gigantic 72-hour 
field day, when some of the greatest swimmers, athletes 
and sportsmen the world has ever known will be brought 
together, not forgetting our good friends of the Orange 
Order who are bending and blending every effort to make 
this the largest celebration ever. The Board of Trade, its 
officers and members have respectively and modestly 
stepped behind the curtain and have left the entire 
proceedings to the Citizen’s Committee, the Orange 
Order and the Women’s Institute and herewith take this 
opportunity to thanking these worthy organizations for 
their untiring efforts to make these three days a hearty 
never to be forgotten introduction to those people who 
have never visited us before and a further inspiration to 
those of us who are proud to call Fenelon Falls “The Old 
Home Town.”

These ads are from the program 
printed for the Monster Carnival in 

1929
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Brochure put out by the Fenelon Falls Gazette in early 1900’s. 
Cover designed Emily A. Hand 
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The spring-fed water system was laid out by Robert Jackett at his own expense in 1894. The first 
main was constructed from tamarack logs, which were eventually replaced with steel pipe. The 
Jackett water supply would last approximately 70 years. Robert Jackett worked with his son 
Thomas who eventually inherited the business, which was in turn passed on to his son, Wilfrid 
George Jackett, who had the business incorporated. Later it was run by his sons, James and George. 
Today George and his son, Brian, own the business and they have 18 employees.  WG Jackett and 
Sons Construction Ltd. has been in business for well over 100 years and through five generations. 
They continue working on major local projects. They have worked on the locks, the Generating 
Station, many subdivisions in the area, working on shorelines, creating the docking along the locks 
for the boats, beautifying the beach park, removing snow in the winter, and even creating an area 
that is accessible for anyone who wants to just dip their feet in the lake.

Water System

One of the early installation of water works. 
Overseeing the installation is Robert Jackett.

Jackett Family

Family Scrapbook
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Ice House 

Before indoor refrigerators 
1920 - Men used to cut ice blocks from the 

frozen lake and transport them to shore to the 
Ice House for packing. Thomas Jackett cut 

and delivered ice from 1900 on. In later years 
his son Wilfred carried on the ice business. 
Pictured to the left are Bill Jackett, George 
Jackett and his two sons Archie and Wilfrid. 
Horses were used to pull ice blocks from the 
water until the invention of the Ice Loader, a 

motor-powered elevator.

George and Anna May 
Jackett are still in 

possession of the Ice 
Plow was used by his 

grandfather.

Before refrigerators how did we keep our food 
cold? Perishable foods were kept from spoiling 
by salting the meat, or by using a cool storage 
area or an ice box. The ice box was usually an 
attractive piece of furniture, finished like china 
cabinets or dresser drawers. Inside at the top an 
insulated metal lined compartment held the 
blocks of ice. Below was a storage section for 
food which needed to be kept cool. On average a 

fresh chunk of ice needed to be 
added every second day. Most 
models had a drain pan which 
caught the water as the ice melted. 
In Fenelon Falls a hole was 
chopped in the frozen surface of 
Cameron Lake and a special saw 
was used to cut the ice into blocks. 
These blocks were stored in an 
insulated Ice House and covered 
with sawdust to prevent them from 
melting.
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Sometime in January the temperatures were at their coldest and the ice was at its most desirable, 
over 30cm thick, which was thick enough to support a team of horses or, later, a truck. The season 
was short -  men worked 10 hour days 7 day weeks harvesting the ice before it became unsafe to do 
so. To harvest the ice, snow was first cleared and dumped off some distance away. The ice field was 
then marked and scored, using a team of horses. Men would use the hand plow that was moved back 
and forth making the groove deeper and deeper. The process was repeated until the space looked 
like a giant checkerboard. Once this was done it had to be plowed; in the early days this was done 
with a horse-drawn plow. Multiple trips back and forth were made until the ice cakes were able to be 
separated with a breaking bar. The ice house was usually built in an area devoid of trees with a 
combination of sand, straw and wooden planks, with some kind of drain to carry off water.  Sawdust 
was the most accessible to be used for insulation.  The elements needed for a good ice house were 
insulation, humidity, moisture and drainage. The plow shown was used by the Jackett family in the 
1920’s. In the 1940’s one of their ice houses was across the street from the home of George Jackett 
on Francis Street East.  An honour system was used for the locals needing ice. A can was placed to 
collect the money - originally 25 cents a block, with inflation increasing the price to 75 cents by the 
time the family stopped the ice business in the late 1950’s. There was a time when the money did 

not add up, but 
the mystery 
was solved 
when a 
murder of 
crows were 
found to be 
stealing the 
shiny coins 
from the can - 
it was 
something 
they couldn’t 
resist.

Harvesting Ice
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Clarence and Marg (Holliday) Allen

John and Nancy 
Drynan

Clarence and Marg 
(Holliday) Allen’s, 
wedding -October 

14, 1950

Chris, Clarence, Nancy, Marg and Kathy Allen

Chris and Johnny 
Wenzel

Julian Allen

Picture Above 
Back Row Christopher Drynan 

Middle Row (L-R) Julian Allen, 
Johnny Wenzel, Nancy (Allen) 

Drynan, Erica Pilon, Melina Asti, 
Tom Drynan; Front Row (L-R) 

Chris (Allen) Wenzel, Marg 
(Holliday) Allen, Kathy (Allen) 

Arscott, Isadora Drynan 
Middle Left Picture 

(L-R) Marg Allen, Tom Drynan, 
Isadora Drynan and Melina Asti 

Bottom Left Picture 
Christopher Drynan and Erica Pilon
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When The Swedes came to Fenelon Falls
In 1972 a young Swedish family, newly immigrated to Canada, made their 
way up Highway 35. It was a usual thing for seeing what their new 
homeland had to offer. They came to the small town of Fenelon Falls. 
They parked their car on the street where they had angle parking. They 
walked with the carriage down Water St., stopping at Fenelon Dairy for an 
ice cream cone. The family continued their way down along the canal, up 
a little hill over the railroad tracks toward the beach. The concrete docks 
would not be built for a few years. They sat, looked at each other and said 
“this is where we could grow old.” That became a reality in 1974 when 
Jan Fenelius found a building in Fenelon Falls (Allen Wood Product) for 
the Swedish manufacturer Swedfurn who wanted to expand into the North 
American market. Shortly after the purchase of Allen Wood Product the  
Fenelius family moved to Fenelon Falls and 40 plus years later this is 
“where they are growing old together.”

Jan and Helena Fenelius 
Family  

 Caroline and Johan Fenelius 
Spouses - Brian, and Karin 

Grandchildren 
Andrew, David and Erik  

Carpenter,  
Axel and Hanna Fenelius 

(L-R) Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter, Ann 
McConnell, Maud Skoog, Helene Fenelius 
- missing Jan Fenelius (last of the Swedes 
who came to Fenelon Falls 40+ years ago.

(L-R)Maud Skoog, Jan and Helene Fenelius, Anders 
and Brigitta Nilsson, Floor (L-R) Brian Carpenter, 
Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter and Ann McConnell

1972 - Johan, Jan & 
Caroline Fenelius - first  

time to Fenelon Falls

Ivan and Jean Carpenter 
Family 

Robert, Heather, Brian, Duane 
Grandchildren 

Layne, Garnet, Maverick, Grady, 
Darian, Andrew, David, Erik 

Great-grandchildren 
Jude, Milo
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Bob and Anne Gamsby

Bob, Anne (Patterson), Andrew, Joey (Scott), Jenny 
Scott, Ella, Blake, Matthew, Elora (Schad) and Nora 

Gamsby

Pictured to the left 
Marjory (Rutherford) 
and Gerald Patterson 

Pictured to the right 
Guy “Joe” and Lois 
(Martin) Gamsby

Pictured to the left 
June (Patterson) 

McKenna, Marylou 
(Patterson) Way, 
Anne (Patterson) 

Gamsby and Glenn 
Patterson 

Pictured to the 
right 

Paul Gamsby. 
Glenda (Gamsby) 
Hughes and Bob 

Gamsby
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Left Picture (L-R) Belinda Wilson, Grant Sumler, Cheryl Nicholls (Bedard); Middle Picture Back 
Row (L-R) Mary-Jane McGee (Germyn), Shelley McGill, Michele Paulson, Jodi Kimble, Belinda 
Wilson, Cheryl Nicholls (Bedard),Dawn Emmons, Front Row (L-R) Debbie Young, Anita Anand; 
Right Picture (L-R) Belinda and Bonnie Wilson (Spry)

Left Picture (L-R) Paige (Spry) Best, Bonnie (Wilson) Spry, Morgan Spry, baby Presley Best; 
Right Picture (L-R) Bonnie (Wilson) Spry, Lyndon Best, baby Presley Best, Jaxon Best, Dean Spry.

Keith and Diane (Chambers) Wilson 

Pictures (L-R) Keith Wilson, Gerald Chambers, Dianne (Chambers) Wilson, Vera Chambers and 
 Barrie Chambers

(L-R) Pictures: Keith and Belinda Wilson, Belinda and Bonnie Wilson (Spry), Dianne (Chambers) 
Wilson, Marcia (Chambers) Whyte,  Melanie Whyte (Silver), Belinda Wilson, Darien Whyte, Cindy 
(dog)
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Watson Family

Back Row (L-R) Wes Webster?, Ivan Dewell, 
Edwin Brandon, Alan Watson, Lottie Webster 
Middle Row (L-R) Gerald Chambers, Roma 
(Watson) Brandon, Grace Watson, Vera 
(Watson) Chambers, Noreen (Chambers) 
Dewell, Alice (Wilson) Watson, Lorne Watson; 
Front Row (L-R) Della (Goodhand) Watson, 
Newell Watson, Helen (Chambers) Watson, 
Mae (Curtis) Chambers, Thomas Chambers.

Remembering When … Newell Watson (1984) 
In the 1930’s and 1940’s, the business community was not geared toward luxury items; it dealt in 
necessities as determined by the demands of the community it served. In Fenelon Falls, it would have 
been difficult to miss the fact that the area was farming oriented, with three farm implement businesses 
in the town. One business, owned by Hugh Dixon, was located where Lindsay Cleaners is now; 
another operated by Foster Kelly, was on the present site of Foster Kelly’s Plumbing; and the third, 
Robson’s Farm Implements, stood where the Becker’s store is today. Newell Watson, a lifetime 
resident of the area, started work at Robson’s in 1941. They sold farm equipment, steel roofing, 
fencing and implements, as well as some major appliances. In addition, they did repairs on these items. 
They delivered their goods throughout the area, and did any installation necessary. Newell worked 
there for 18 years, and then was offered the chance to take over the business. He did so, and Watson’s 
Farm Implements was on the main street for six years before Newell moved out to the building on 
Hwy. 35A where the Surf Shop is now located. Bedsides the things previously mentioned, Newell sold 
chainsaws, and also established quite a business in sharpening those and other implements. He started 
filing saws in his teens when he was cutting firewood and he still takes in saws and tools to this day. In 
the last four years, he has averaged over 1,050 implements yearly that he had taken in, including 
knives and scissors, “and anything else that needs to be sharpened.” In 1975, he sold the building to 
“Mr. Chainsaw”, but has yet to slow down. Besides doing sharpening (all by hand) he does beautiful 
hand-crafted woodworking; knick-knacks, kitchenware, flower-boxes, stools, tables, jewellery cases 
and much more. Although he doesn’t advertise, he has a growing 
clientele who come to the house regularly to purchase these treasured 
items. Newell recalls the days on the main street of Fenelon Falls, 
when men would come into the store and spend hours sitting by the 
stove, playing cards. It was a time when people would get out of their 
cutters after a cold ride into town, and would go into McFarlands 
Clothing and Shoe Store (where Kelly’s Emporium and Bowes & 
Cocks are located) and stand around the furnace to get warm. The 
main street as Newell remembers it is much different from today. 
Where Stinson’s Pharmacy is now there were a set of gas pumps on 
the sidewalk, in front of Pogue’s Garage. The pumps had large 
graduated glass bowls on top, where the gas was measured and then 
transferred to the vehicle. Where J ’n B’s Variety is now, was a 
restaurant owned by Alex Northey, and right beside it, people bought 
groceries at Lorne Northey’s store, where today women spend a few 
hours buying clothes at A Touch of Class.

(L-R) Newell Watson, 
Roma (Watson) Brandon, 
Della (Goodhand) Watson 

(sitting), Vera (Watson) 
Chambers, Lorne Watson
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Robson Family

Thomas Robson 1824-1917 
married  

Martha Lithgow 1822-1889  

Thomas was born in Whitby, 
England and Martha, nearby.  
They settled in a log house in 
Orono, and then in Baddow. He 
was a farmer and a Minister at 
the Baddow Methodist Church. 
Their children were William, 
who died at age one; William Lithgow - 1848-1927; 
Thomas1850 - 1898; Harriet Ann - 1854-  1901, 
(married name Puley); John Henry, 1860-1861 
Thomas lived with his daughter Harriet (30 Oak St., 
Fenelon Falls) when he could no longer live on his 
own. Their son John, was the only child born in 
Canada, which gives an idea of when they emigrated 
to Canada (1854 -1860) 

First log home for Thomas and 
Martha Robson at Baddow 

Photo 2003

Methodist Church at Baddow 
where Thomas Robson preached. 

William L. Robson was born in Whitby, England and Mary 
MacDougall (sometimes spelled McDougall) was born in 
Paisley, Scotland. They were married in Lindsay in 1873. 

William Lithgow and Mary’s children: 
William Henry 1874-1942 (became a pharmacist in Fenelon 
and Toronto); Thomas Joseph (Joe) 1878-1936; Findlay 
Albert 1881-1918; Ethel Euphremia 1884-1959; Neil  
Alexander Lithgow 1891-1918  

Findlay Albert, his wife Anna Crandall of Lindsay and Neil 
all died in 1918 of the Spanish Influenza. 

William Lithgow (WL) Robson 
1848 - 1927 

Married 
Mary MacDougall 1852 - 1932

Back Row - (L-R) Thomas Joseph, 
Findlay Albert, William Henry,  
Front Row - (L-R) Mary, Ethel 

Euphremia, William Lithgow

1st - Thomas (holding baby); 
2nd - William behind Thomas  
3rd - Thomas Joseph (Joe) standing 
4th - James William (Jim) 1903 - 1949

Four Generations of Robsons 1904
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Fire - April 10, 2018

Thomas and Harriet (Suggitt) Robson’s home

Queen Street Homes of the Robson Family

Harry and Sarah (Oakley) Robson’s 
first home. Harry was a Pharmacist.

Fitzgerald Home - their daughter Harriet married 
Edward Boland from Orono. He practiced pharmacy 
in Fenelon Falls and then moved the family to 
Milwaukee. They would return sometimes in the 
summer. Their third daughter, Audrey (Jill (Robson) 
Maxwell’s grandmother) married Joseph in 1902 in 
Fenelon Falls and they moved to Burks Falls. Harriet 
had a maiden sister, Libby, and a brother who stayed 
in the house.

26 Queen St.

100 Queen St

The cottage on Cameron Lake was built by Harry 
Robson and is now owned by Stanley Black, son of 
Pat (Robson) Black.
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Robson Descendants

1999 (L-R) Rob Warren son of Doug Warren, Doug Warren 
son of Ethel and Fred Warren, Keith Robson, grandson of 

Neil who died in the Spanish Influenza, Pat (Robson) Black 
(her father, Findlay, died in the early 20th century Spanish 

influenza pandemic.

Jim Fenton, son of Mary, 
grandson of Findlay, and 
Jim’s daughter, Celeste

(L-R) Jill (Robson) Maxwell, Pat (Robson) Black, 
Meghan Toswell and her mother Heather (Maxwell) 

Toswell, descendants of Joseph.

Pat’s son, Stanley Black and 
his wife Betsy (McCammon) 

Black.

Mossom (Monty) 1910-2002 and 
Beulah (Hanthorn) Robson.  His 

grandfather was Thomas William, 
and his father was William Thomas 

1883-1958

2008 Back (L-R): Betsy Black, Tom Maxwell, Grant Hoy 
Middle (L-R) Merrilee Wilson, Stan Black, Jo Bohn, Jill 

Maxwell, Pat Hoy Front (L-R) Rob Warren, Julie Warren, 
Don Warren, Beulah Robson, Pat Warren, Christopher Robson.

Photo 1984 -The cottage on 
Cameron Lake was built by Harry 

Robson and is now owned by Stanley 
Black, Pat (Robson) Blacks, son . 

The cottage passed from Harry to his 
son Donald; then to Pat and on to her 

son Stanley.
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Joseph Handley & Sons 
Lumber & Millwork, Burnt River 

Joseph Handley Jr., born November 28, 1885 in Burnt River - Died February 19, 1945 in Burnt 
River. Married Martha Matilda Brisbin, June 5, 1912. They had seven children: John Brisbin 
married June Butts; Marion Matilda married Gerald John Austin; Joseph Ray Handley married 
Mona Campbell; Sara Ann Doreen married William Shosenberg; Robert A. Handley - died as an 
infant; (Peggy) Mildred Josephine May married Christopher Alexander Rettie; Berta Ruth married 
Francis Hickey. Pictured below are photos of Joseph Handley Jr. at different ages.

All of us have our own key to the past … something that takes us instantly back … I only have to 
smell the “aroma” of freshly sawn lumber and I am a child again. 

Joseph Handley Jr. operated a 
shingle mill in the Village of 
Burnt River, in 1918. The 
cedar logs were brought to the 
mill by horse and sleigh. 
There they were cut into knot-
free blocks, then split into thin 
slabs.The slabs had to be 
trimmed of a bark and the 
completed slab was a shingle 
or “shake”. The “snipes” were 
what the slivers of bark were 
called, that were taken from 
the edge of the shingles. Another by-product of this operation was excelsior, which resembled curly 
straw. This was used by companies to pack around fragile merchandise for shipping. These two by-
products made ready kindling for wood stoves and furnaces. This proved to be a disaster to my 
father, Joseph Handley Jr., owner of the shingle mill. The Lindsay Daily Post reported a bad fire 
broke out in Mr. Jos. Handley’s residence, Thursday, January 18th, 1924  about 7:30 a.m. A spark 
from the furnace ignited the kindling nearby which were the “snipes” from the shingle mill…Joseph 
Handley was transporting machinery, that was to be a sawmill in Burnt River at the time of the fire. 
This machinery was coming from an abandoned mill on the third concession.

excerpts from A Story by Peggy (Handley) Rettie 

Joseph Handley Jr. and Martha Brisbin

Gord and Leonard at mill lot in Burnt River
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When the team of horses with the sleigh load 
of machinery broke over the ledge hill, 
visible in the distance were clouds of smoke 
billowing from the house fire…On the sleigh 
was the carriage track, trimmers, edger and 
cut off saw. The broiler and steam engine 
used for the manufacture of shingles was still 
intact on the cement pad and was used for the 
sawmill. The construction of the new mill 
was a joint effort by many good men. New 
timbers were brought from John Austin’s mill 
in Kinmount. Angus Campbell was the able 
carpenter. Bill Rettie was the “millwright” 
and Owen Rettie the engineer. With their 
expertise the sawmill was soon ready for the 
logs… Joseph Handley had two sons who 

were a big part of the lumber operations. 
“Lumbering” became the life of both sons 
and the lumber company flourished. John 
worked diligently at the Burnt River 
sawmill. In 1934 the “Sash & Door 
Factory” as it was called (in Fenelon Falls) 
owned by Fred Chambers was purchased. 
It was renamed Handley & Sons… In 1937 
a tractor-trailer was purchased and the 
following year another truck was bought. 
This meant that the lumber could be 
trucked to Toronto or wherever it needed to 
go. John Handley drove the tractor-trailer 
and took loads of poplar lumber to the 
Wirebound Bound Co. in Toronto. A good quantity of pine lumber went to Laidlaw Lumber 
Company. Ray Handley drove the other truck and it made regular trips to the lime kiln in 
Coboconk with slabs, eight cords to the load. All the cedar posts were peeled before being shipped. 

It was a back breaking job at just one cent a post… An 
extensive lumber business was carried on in both Burnt 
River and Fenelon Falls. Following Joseph Handley’s 
death in 1945, his two sons continued the business. John 
died of cancer in 1980. The sawmill had not operated for 
several years because there was a definite lack of timber. 
The mill in Fenelon Falls has been renamed Handley 
Lumber. Ray Handley was the president until his death 
in 1999. The operation continued on by his four sons. 
Ken and Jane Handley’s  sons - Tim and Chris Handley 
ran it for a while together. Currently Chris Handley 
operates Handley Lumber ……….  
Special thank you to Chester Godwin, the historian, who 
supplied many facts. He was a faithful employee of the 

“Handley” operation.

Lumber Mill, Burnt River

Joseph Handley on top of his truck.

Handley Mill on the road to Four Mile Lake by 
the beaver meadow c.1940
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Joseph Handley & Sons Lumber & 
Millwork Burnt River

Joseph Handley, Sr. on right (standing) 
 with mill workers

John Handley and his grandfather, Joseph 
Handley, Sr.

Joseph Handley & Sons  
Lumber & Millwork  

Burnt River

Wilf, Cecil, Cliff, Malc, Geo., Bob

Joseph Handley & Sons 
Lumber & Livestock 

Burnt River
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June 19, 1918  Hugh Graham 
and Jennie Suggitt were 

married at Baddow.

March 1919, Hugh and Jennie moved, herding  cows and 
a pig from Baddow to a farm at Peace Valley, stopping for 
dinner at relatives in Rosedale (Mr. and Mrs.Richard 
Suggitt)

The Grahams bought the farm at Peace Valley, 2 miles west of Fenelon Falls, and named it Silver 
Springs Farm as a spring was located by the creek. A small building was erected over the spring  
and many people stopped to take home fresh cold spring water. Jennie was 7 months pregnant 
when they moved to Peace Valley with their first child. Gladys Graham was born May 29, 1919. 
They had 2 more girls , 3 boys & a baby girl who died in 1936 of pneumonia at 14 months.Gladys 
and Mary married farmers. Clara attended McMaster University and became a nurse and world 
traveller. The boys were a little younger. Allan helped out on the farm and then took over running 
the Dairy. Orville & Melville ran the dairy farm. Melville later started Ormell Sand & Gravel. 
Gladys (Graham) Shea lives in Fenelon at the age of 101 years (2020) and Mary (Graham) Lean 
lives in Lindsay at 99 years (2020). 

Hugh and Jennie (Suggitt) Graham

(L-R) Mary, Clara, Gladys, Allan, Melville and Orville Graham
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On March 29, 1921, Hugh Graham made his first 
Fenelon Dairy delivery of milk by horse & 
wagon from Silver Springs Farm to 5 customers 
with a promise of 20 customers for April 1st. 
Milk was dipped from the large milk can into the 
customers' own containers. Milk prices were 12 
cents per quart or $1.00 for 17 pint tickets.                                        
"Service Our Motto. Cleanliness Our Pride.” 
For refrigeration, blocks of ice were cut from 
Cameron Lake, packed in straw and stored in a 
wooden bunker. A cooler was installed in June 
1926. 

In 1923 bottled milk was introduced. The first 
glass bottles were brought to Fenelon Falls by 
boat from Peterborough. Bottles were initially 
washed by hand until bottle washers were used 
much later. 

The eldest child, Gladys, milked the cows. About 
1933, at age 12, Mary (Graham) Lean started to 
deliver bottled milk to homes in Fenelon by 
horse and milk wagon

Mary finally got to wear pants in the winter of 
1942, much warmer than skirts or dresses which 
was the accepted attire of women of that time. 

1939 - a new Dodge panel truck purchased 
for Mary to drive to make deliveries 

The first dairy building on the farm was an 8' x 10' 
structure. In 1937, a fire-proof, two-story , four 
roomed building ( 15' x 36') was erected at the 
farm. The new dairy building was equipped with 
hydro power and a 5 Hp boiler to supply steam 
pressure. A filler, capper & bottle washer, as well 
as better refrigeration, were added. When the Dairy 
moved from the farm to Fenelon Falls, the dairy 
building at the farm was converted to a home for 
Hugh and Jennie
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G. Hart & Sons Well Drilling Ltd. 
The Well Drilling Legacy of George Hart (1897 - 1994)

In 1936 George Hart bought a hand-made wooden drill rig to drill wells 
to support his young family. At this time they were living in Norland and 
later moved to Rosedale. He built another wooden rig and bought a new 
55 Speedstar cable tool drill rig in 1956. George and Margaret (McRae) 
had three sons and one daughter - Helen, Ken, Don, and Leo. Helen, Ken 
and Don all worked in the well drilling business with their dad. In 1952, 
Ken Hart went out on his own and he and his wife Ruth ran the business 
from their home and built a shop in 1968. They called their business G. 
Hart & Sons Well Drillers. Ken’s fleet included several service trucks, 
pump truck, cable tool rigs them added the new technology of rotary drill 
rigs with 15W Gardner Denver mud rotary and TH55 air rotary with 
casing hammer. Ken installed and serviced pumps and drilled domestic 
and commercial wells all over Ontario and deep holes in Manitoba for 
Atomic Energy. George and son, Don operated G. Hart & Sons Well 

Drilling.When George retired in 1974, Don and Lila changed the name to 
Rosedale Well Drilling and continued to drill in the area until Don retired in 
1991. In 1977, George accompanied his grandson, Clarke Watson to pick up a 
22W cable tool rig from Pennsylvania as Clarke started his own company. He 
had been working for his uncle Ken for several years. Clarke and Donna Watson 
ran Watson Water Wells Ltd. from their home at Powles Corner, near Cameron. 
George continued to help his grandson, Clarke, with witching wells for the 
younger generation. In 1987, Clarke and Donna Watson bought G. Hart & Sons 
Well Drilling Ltd. and ran the two businesses for a few years, then merged into 
G. Hart & Sons Well Drilling Ltd. They continued to run cable tool rigs and 
upgraded to a dual rotary Foremost DR 12 from Calgary, Alberta. In 1986 Ken 
Hart was quoted in a newspaper story “We all found an interest in the same 
business, but have established operations independent of each other.” In 2018, 
the fourth generation, Bryan and Brandy Watson purchased the business from 

Clarke and Donna Watson. They are carrying on with George Hart’s legacy. Raury 
Watson (great-great grandson of George Hart and the fifth 
generation in the well drilling business) is also involved in 
the business. Competent and reliable staff continue to 
contribute significantly to the success of the company. From 
George’s single hand-made wooden drill rig the company has 

expanded and 
continues to 
provide potable 
drinking water to 
the public.

George Hart and 
Clarke Watson

George Hart, Clarke and Bryan Watson in BC for 
the Canadian Water Well Convention 1994

George Hart

Watson Water Wells
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George Hart, August 1989 at 92 years 
old, drilled a 36-ft well at the Fenelon 
Fairgrounds with his restored 1921 
Loomis Clipper blast hole drill rig. 
Unfortunately the well was 
abandoned because it had sulphur in 
it and was unsuitable for drinking 
water for the fair. 

George Hart at 86 (1985) had a very distinguished 
reputation as a “diviner” commonly known as witching for 

water. He uses a stick to locate the water and the direction of 
flow. In an interview with Penny Barton for The Post Vision 

in 1985 George Hart said “ I can tell within six inches of 
where the water source is.” He takes his divining rod and 
sees which way it moves to find the flow of water, or the 

natural water course. 

All four generations have 
belonged to the Ontario Ground 
Water Association where ideas 
are exchanged and experiences 
shared and life-long friendships 
have been made. George and 
Ken attended the first 
convention in 1952. Ken, Clarke 
and Bryan have served as 
director and president of the 
association over the years.

2001 OGWA Convention in Lindsay

Back (L-R) Ann and Jim Lean, Sue and Rob MacDonald, Carol and John Thomas, Bryan and Brandy 
Watson, Matthew Graham, Melanie Watson; Front (L-R) Donna and Clarke Watson

George Hart pictured above 
demonstrating his talent for 
witching for water “diviner”
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Ken Hart’s fleet -  
Pictured are Cable Tool Rigs and a 

15W Gardner Denver. He also had service 
trucks and a pump truck.

Helen (Hart) 
Adams

Ontario’s Only Lady Well Driller 
Early 1940’s

Information 
from a 

newspaper 
article by E.J.K.

The Harts have been well drilling for over 7 years and Helen had said she started well drilling with 
her brother and father over three years ago just for fun. When her brother enlisted in the army she 
stepped in and took over his job. She was asked if she can run the machinery. Her reply was - she can 
run it once it is set up. Setting up the machinery is a little too heavy work for her. But after dad gets 
the machine rigged I can sure run it. We have experienced easy well drilling and hard well drilling. 
“The easiest ones I ever helped drill was at Head Lake in Red Sandstone. The toughest one we ever 
hit was at W. Harvey’s, The Manor, just outside of Fenelon Falls. That was really a tough one, we 
only sank the drill sixteen inches in two weeks. We used 2 sharp bits a day.” Helen wrapped up her 
interview by saying “Well I must be going, I’ve got some new overalls to buy and I can’t take too 
much time to do it. We’ve got a job at Four Mile Lake and I got to get back to it.”
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Seth Cole (long time customer) who 
celebrated his 100 birthday in 2004 is seated 
here surrounded by BMO employees Sharon 
Kimble and Branch Manager, Anne Gamsby. 

The bank was celebrating its 100th 
Anniversary of the Bank of Montreal - 

June of 2006.

Seth Cole

Seth Cole was born on April 8, 1904. At his 
100th birthday party he is seen talking to his 

sister, Rose Miller, who is a young 92 year old 
in this photo.

“The Bicycle Man”

Seth Cole and his family moved to Fenelon Falls in 
1962. His first wife, Kitty Green, died in 1958. They 
had five children; Harold, Don, Norman, Robert and 
Joan. Seth remarried to Jacqueline Dube in 1962. 
Seth died at home when he was 102 on August 26, 
2006.

Seth Cole was known as the “Bicycle Man” 
around Fenelon Falls. He would fix up 
bikes, and in 2002 he donated bikes to the 
Salvation Army in Toronto.
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Jim was born and raised 
in the Fenelon area. Linda 
and her family moved 
from Toronto in the 
1960’s and bought a 
home on Juniper St. Her 
parents were Mary 
(Mitchell) and Melvyn Jamieson and 
they had five children. Jim and Linda 
(Jamieson) were married in 1968. 
Pictured are Jim and Linda on 
opening day of the Driver & Licence 
Bureau which they operated on the 
premises of the gas station.  Linda 
and Jeff (middle) standing out front of 
Marshall’s Gas Station;  Linda, Jeff 
and Jim Marshall sitting in front of 
their business - Marshall's Gas Station 
& Arcade 1971.

Mary and Jim Marshall

Jack Marshall and 
his wife -(Jim’s 

parents) had a little 
family fishing 

competition. It looks 
like his wife won.

Jim and Linda Marshall
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Jim Marshall - Demolition Derby Days

Derby Night 

Neil Shaw, Jim Marshall and Stan Matusick wasted no time in providing the thrills and spills of the 
night. Coming out of #4 early in the first Heat, Neil Shaw, driving Cecil Gray’s #66, hit the wall and 
bounced back into Marshall who spun and rammed the wall. Stan Matusick coming on strong behind 
Marshall suddenly had to track to drive and he clobbered Marshall. Shaw kept going and was able to 
finish the race in third behind Enhorne and Beleskey. Marshall was finished for the night with a 
creamed front end.
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Earl and Emily Vanatter

Emily & Earl’s with their 
son Jack (1932)

Earl Vanatter is riding his 
bike in a parade. The picture 

shows Van's Groceteria in 
the background. 

Emily Vanatter went to 
China in 1925 to teach 

Earl joined the 
American army 

“A hobby is something 
a man pursues when he 
runs away from work”

Earl Vanatter found beauty in old 
pine stumps. His hobby was 

finding old cedar rail fences and 
cutting a piece from them. He 

then filed and sanded them until 
they were perfectly smooth and 

polished.

First meat market store Earl 
Vanatter opened in Fenelon 

Falls.Located beside the BMO. 
He then moved his business 
across the street and added 

groceries and named it Van’s 
Groceteria.
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Henry and Maude York

Henry and his wife Maude raised 6 kids 
(Helen, Henrietta, Lou, Ina (Vanatter), Herb 
and Ethel). He was primarily a Fishing guide 
and he catered to American tourists who 
travelled to Fenelon Falls to experience the 
fishing. In the winter months he built flat 
bottom fishing boats and trapped Beaver and 
Muskrat in the early spring.Pictured on the 
left is Ina York and Jack who delivered 
groceries with his bike.
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Picture on left - John O'Reilly, 
M.P. (left) congratulates Jack 
Vanatter (right) for his 50 plus 
years of service on the Fenelon 

Fire Department - January 
28th, 2000.

Jack and Ina (York) Vanatter

Jack and Linda

The Vanatters (L-R) Linda (Lake), Jack, Nancy (Crowe), Ina (York), Cheryl (Pearson) c.1957

(L-R) Nancy & Linda Vanatter
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Aubrey (Aub) and Lorine (Owen) Lyon

Orma, Mildred, 
Marjorie, Eva, Aubrey, 

Marshall Lyon

Lorine Owen and Aubrey 
Lyon

John and Lorine

John Lyon and Hunter

John and Aubrey

Aubrey Lyon and his Boston 
Bulldog. Possibly 

Grandfather Black behind 
him.

(L-R) John Sobko, Dave Stinson, Dr. 
George Johnstone, Aub Lyon, Herb 

Townley

Aubrey and Lorine

Aubrey and John
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Roger and Fern Bellwood

Roger’s love of cars started early on

Left photo- Fern (Carpenter) and Roger 
Middle photo - Reg, Shawn, Florence, Claude and Roger  
Right photo - Roger, Fern, Shawn, Andy and Jim

Phil Nicholls’ 5th or 6th 
birthday (1951 or 1952) 

(L-R) David Jewell, Reggie 
Harvey, Jim Webster, Belle-
Anne, Phil Nicholls, Janice 

Allen, Roger Bellwood, Paul 
Brandon (or Bobby Allen?), 

Brian Armstrong, Max Webster. 
Photo taken by Roger’s father, 

Claude Bellwood 

Roger’s  
Love of Animals
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Garth and Gwen (Bryant) Nicholls

Garth Nicholls was active in the 
community, coaching and officiating 
baseball and hockey and he was a 
Rotarian for many years. Proud of his 
Red Rock roots, he loved growing up on 
the farm, playing sports and spending 
time with his cousins. As he grew older, 
sports continued to be a major part of his 
life. He spent many hours at the 
ballpark, arena and golf course. His love 
of sports continues through his children 
and grandchildren. He had many 

adventures with the Fenelon 
Falls Old Flyers and 
enjoyed great times with 
the 6 Pac Hunt Club. 
Garth valued his time with 
his coffee buddies. He 
loved long drives, a good 
game of euchre, scratch 
tickets, trips to the casino, 
good laughs and meeting 
old friends everywhere he 
went. He lived a full life, 
in a great town.

Garth & Gwen were 
married for 59 years

Cheryl, Rick, Heather, 
Sonya, Diana, Gwen and 

Garth Nicholls

Left picture - Francis Ogilvie, Garth, Glenn Quibell. Above picture - 
Garth worked as a hydro lineman and was a dedicated volunteer 

firefighter for 37 years.

Back Row (L-R) Alex, 
Justin Nicholls, Ryan 
Giffen, Heather, Rick 
Nicholls, Greg, Cheryl 
Bedard, Amanda 
Stokes, Spencer, Jim, 
Stephanie Bedard, 
Diana, Ethan, Ryan 
Bevington; Front Row 
(L-R) Zolu Gobah, 
Gwen, Garth, Sonya 
Nicholls
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Barry and Gayle (Hicks) Jenkins

When Barry and Gayle Jenkins moved to Fenelon 
Falls in 1968, there was one apartment available 
for rent. “It was located above a store, and 
everything was going well until we told him we 
had three young children - he wouldn't rent to 
us,” recalls Gayle. “At the time there were two 
houses for sale, one on Bond St E the other on 
Bond St W. We had no choice but to buy if we 
wanted to live in Fenelon Falls, we ended up 
buying 49 Bond St W. At that time Fenelon Falls 
had a bowling alley, theatre and we made good 
use of the beach and the arena.” 

(L-R) Marlene, Barry, Gayle, Maxine and Marie
Barry and Gayle moved to Fenelon Falls for Barry’s job with Ontario 
Hydro. He worked for them from 1964 to 1993 when he retired. On 
May 4, 1974, Gayle and Barry Jenkins bought the Gazebo Inn (on 
Francis St. W). from Languills. When they purchased it there were  

three cabins plus the main house. It now 
has six units. They sold to Ron and Evelyn 
Trimble in 1981. Over the years Barry and 
Gayle were very active in the community. 
Barry became a volunteer on the fire 
department (1975 - 2010). He was on the 
Board of Water, Light & Power 
Commission from 1977-1982, he was then 
voted in as a School Trustee for 
1982, 1985 and 1988 terms. Barry 
and Gayle have no regrets about 
making Fenelon Falls their home. 
Their family has grown to 8 
grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren and many great 
friendships.

Top Picture -Paul Jordan, 
Maxine Jenkins Jordan, 

Middle Picture Devin Jordan, 
Bottom Picture 

Kyle, Nicole (Jordan), Carter, 
Caven, Caysen Smith (L-R) Sam McGregor, Quinn 

McGregor, Marie Jenkins, Kevin 
Barker

Marlene on the bike, Maxine 
behind her and Marie beside 

Marlene
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Art and Ethel (Ouderkirk) Pogue

Ethel (Ouderkirk) and Art Pogue were married May 4, 1935

Wes and Ada (Windrim) Pogue lived 
across the road from Handley Lumber. 

Their son Arthur Pogue was born in 1912

Art and his mom Ada
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John and Sandy Blackmore’s Side-by-Side Story

On July 30th, 2020 the Burnt River Fire Station 20 of the City of Kawartha Lakes 
received a 2020 Polaris Ranger 1000 SxS to go along with their Emergency 
Response Fleet. It was donated by the Kawartha ATV Association and Kawartha 
Off Road Motorcycle Association The S x S was dedicated in memory of John 
(February 27, 2016) and Sandy (July 6, 2020) Blackmore for their years as 
volunteer fire fighters with the Fire Department and with KATVA. Funds were 
also raised by Kawartha Lakes Snowmobile Club, Burnt River Bullies baseball 
team, Tow-All Inc., Fire Department Lob Ball funds and the Kirkfield Fire Station 
to have a stretcher kit that fits on the back of the S x S for carrying out an injured 
person from the trail if needed. The Burnt River Fire Station 20 is the responding 
Firehall of the Somerville Forest and the Victoria Rail Trail Corridor (VRTC) 
north of Fenelon Falls when a call comes in. The Polaris Ranger is such an asset to 
the hall and the community. Carol Richards, president of the KATVA was on hand 
to make the presentation and Mark Lowell from Station 20 accepted the S x S on 
behalf of the Fire Station. John and Sandy Blackmore’s 4 daughters were also 
present to say a few words of how much this means to them and the community. 
They were very happy to have their parents recognized for their valuable 
contribution to the area.It is only fitting to have a side by side dedicated in their 
memory because everyone who new John and Sandy knew they did everything 
together - side by side.

John and Sandy Blackmore’s daughters stand in front of the side-by-side ATV donated by the 
KATVA and KORMA Association. (L-R) Aliyah Sheehey (great granddaughter) , Pauline 
(Blackmore) Campbell, Debbie & April (AJ) Blackmore, Jenny Blackmore. In between 

Debbie and April (AJ) you can see the words written 
“In Memory of John & Sandy Blackmore”

Stretcher Kit sits in the 
back of the S x S
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Russ Baptiste and his family moved to Fenelon 
Falls from Burlington in 1964 and he soon 
immersed himself in the community. His 
involvement began in 1972 when he became 
the first President of the Fenelon Falls Men’s 
Recreational Softball league. They asked Russ 
because they needed someone with 
organizational skills to settle their disputes. 
Russ occupied himself not only as game 
scheduler and convenor of disputes but also a 
maintainer of the ball 
diamonds. 
Through Russ’s 
efforts businesses, 
individuals and a 
Wintario Grant 
allowed many 
improvements to 
the baseball park-
outdoor lighting 
(1972), a new 

backstop (1973), digging of the dugouts (1974), new stands behind 
home plate (1975), outfield boards (1976). The Softball league 
eventually grew to include recreational soft ball for boys and girls of all 
ages. In 1975 Russ was honoured with two awards: “Citizen of the 
Year”, from the Chamber of Commerce and the Paul Harris Fellowship 
Award from Rotary, which is the highest honour awarded by that service 
organization. In 1987, the Rotary Club, who owned the sports field at 
that time, renamed the park in honour of Russ Baptiste's efforts and 
dedication to improving the ball park. They named it the "Russ Baptiste 
Sports Field". The ball park has has since been renamed to Russ Baptiste 
Park. Even after retirement (due to health reasons), Russ continued to 
serve the community. He was scorekeeper and announcer for the Men’s 
Softball League and moonlighted as announcer for the Bobcaygeon 
Intermediate ‘C’ hockey team. He also continued maintaining the ball 
diamonds and setting them up before games. Russ’s dedication and 
commitment to volunteerism and community involvement was an 
example for many. 

"Mr. Baseball" - Russ Baptiste

Russ Baptiste was a familiar sight perched up in 
the stands behind home plate where he would act 
as a scorekeeper and announcer at Fenelon Falls 

Mens’ Recreational Softball league games.

Russ Baptiste has been 
inducted into the Lindsay 
Sports Hall. He is being 
inducted posthumously 
into the Hall. "It's just 
wonderful. I know he 
would have been so 
honoured," said Terry 
Suggitt, his daughter. 
"The family is very, very 
happy." Russ’s son, Bob 
Baptiste accepted. this 
honour for his dad.
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In 1986 Al Nicholson, a 
music teacher at Fenelon 
Falls Secondary School, 
received a very surprising 
request. A friend asked him 
to write a song for Expo 86 
being held in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Over the 
years, Al had played in a 
number of bands and 
composed several pieces of 
music. Al composed a one-
minute Timpani Fanfare 
(kettledrums) for opening 
day, which was May 2, 
1986. With his wife, 

Evelyn, in attendance, two bands from North Vancouver conducted by Al, played the Timpani 
Fanfare followed by his song “Touch the World” while Prince Charles and Princess Diana sailed 
by the Ontario Pavilion. This was an experience that Al and Evelyn would never forget. 

Al Nicholson
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Larry Demarce did not know his and his family’s life was going to 
change when he and his son Larry Jr. came to Fenelon Falls to fish. Larry 
felt it was the perfect, most beautiful, peaceful and friendly place for his 
family. In May 1969 Larry and Kay purchased a home at 14 Clifton St. 
and moved their son, Larry and 
daughter, Kim to Fenelon Falls.  
Larry started the first Cub/Scout 
Troop in Fenelon Falls. He joined 
the Rotary Club, was a volunteer 
Fireman and he served on Village 
Council. Larry loved to help out in 
his community and he volunteered 
whenever he could. Even with his 
busy schedule and his carpenter 
and tradesman jobs, Larry found 
time to enjoy fishing and his old 
little boathouse at the base of 
Clifton St. Larry and Kay both 
passed away in 2016, while 
leaving a lasting impression on 
the people who had the 
pleasure of knowing them. 

Larry and Kay Demarce

(L-R) Maxine Jenkins, Kim 
Demarce, Marie Jenkins and 

Kay Demarce

Larry and Kay 
Demarce

Kim Demarce - 
Kindergarten 

1974-1975

Fenelon Falls Centennial Parade 
May 1975 - Kim, Kay and Larry

Lawrence Robert 
Demarce

Kim and Larry at Fenelon 
Falls Public School

Picture on left - 
Terry Suggitt (Teacher), (L-R) Kim 
Demarce, Suzanne Young, Jennifer 

Armstrong, Donna Griffen 
Picture on right -  

Kindergarten 1974 - 1975  
Marjorie Andrews (Teacher), Shawn 
Bellwood, Michelle Dowdle, Ruby 

Dyson, Joey Johnson, Jennifer 
Armstrong, Suzanne Young, Denise 
Young, Lisa Switzer, Tina Dristan, 
Karen Hemminger, Jeff Marshall, 

Donna Griffen, Kim Demarce
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December 1, 2002 
Letter Written to Marg Allen & Kathy Arscott “Fenelon Falls 
Then & Now: 
Hi Girls,  
Have just gone through the book for the second time - all 244 
pages. It brought back so many fond memories of my home 
town. The tribute to my late brother, Lloyd Kelly and the 
mention of my father “Des” Kelly as the Superintendent of the 
power plant . He also drove and maintained the fire truck for 
years. I was a volunteer fireman. Dad was caretaker and ice 
maker for the Curling Club. The front page picture shows my 
fathers garage on the island that he ran for years (north side of 
Carriage Factory). Bill and Stan Flett ran the Chrysler Dealership on the south side. Oliver Dike ran 
the Grist Mill also on the south side. worked for a time at the Allen Wood products factory at 8 cents 
an hour. Also worked for Wilf Jackett with Gerald Palmer delivering sand (all by hand). In the winter 
I drove truck off the lake with ice for Cal Lansfield to the ice house. Also worked for “Dogger” 
Deyman Funeral Home driving the hearse and assisted with embalming. I took the pictures at Ernie’s 
wedding. My father, Desmond had many important customers coming into his garage to have service 
done on their boats. Jimmy Frise was an ardent fisherman as well as the cartoonist of the Birds Eye 
Center, Toronto Star. I was privileged to meet him in my father’s garage in Fenelon Falls where my 
father was a marine mechanic. I worked in Mitchells store bagging potatoes and bulk goods, Cashier 
in Uncle Joe’s Barber Shop and a meat cutter for Vanatter's. Delivered the Globe & Mail to cottagers 
and ice for Cal Lansfield. Sold bait to tourists and collected empty bottles for Brandon Hardware for 
Turpentine etc. So many memories. Thanks Again! Dean

Dean Kelly 
Remembering Fenelon Falls

William “Red” and Orlee (Miller) Bryans
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Brian Armstrong (5 years old) poses for 
the picture on a pony. Back in the day, 
photographers would go around to 
homes and ask if their child would like 
to get their picture taken on a pony. 

One of Walter Bown’s first jobs 
was working for Tom Graham 
(owner of Hillcrest Dairy). 

Walter and Muffy Bown

Muffy Bown’s three uncles all enlisted for the Second 
World War, leaving their mother, Margaret Barry, at home 
wondering if they would make it back alive. Orville and 
Kenneth were sent to Italy, while John was stationed at an 
RCAF station in Newfoundland. All three were born and 
educated in Fenelon Falls. While in Italy the two brothers 
were in separate battalions. One day Orville got his truck 
stuck and was shocked to see his brother Ken walk around 
the truck. All three brothers’ names are on the Cenotaph in 
Fenelon Falls.

Lorne Robinson started his bait shop business about 
1960 when he used a small building beside Kendrick's 
Snack Bar (The Willows). In 1965 he moved behind the 
gas station at the corner  of Lindsay St. and Helen St. He 
sold supplies and bait to fishermen. The building and 
Lorne are both gone.

Lorne’s Bait Shop
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Celebrating Wayne Harvey’s 
Retirement During COVID 19

On June 26, 2020 cars lined up to do what has become the 
normal - a celebratory drive-by. During this pandemic we have 
not be able to have parties to celebrate retirements, weddings, 
birthdays, showers, or other events. One way we have come to 
celebrate is to organize what we refer to as a drive-by and this 
is what Wayne Harvey’s family did for him when he retired 
from his job at the UPI gas station. 
Pictured to the left ready to lead the way is Brandy Watson. 
Pictured below (L-R) Wayne Harvey, his two daughters - Tina 
Harvey and Tanya Quackenbush and Wayne’s wife Cathy.
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The COVID-19 Pandemic of 2020 
For those of us living through the pandemic we neither need nor want to be reminded of it. However, 
in the years to come someone reading this book may have only passing knowledge, or who may have 
just landed here from an outer galaxy in the universe. So… 
In 2020 the planet Earth was gripped by a pandemic the likes of which had not been seen for over a 
century. Here in Canada, by mid-March schools were closed, non-essential businesses were shut down 
and extraordinary measures were taken to prohibit international travel and discourage domestic travel 
in an effort to stop the spread of the virus. Eventually the Canada-US border was closed to all travel 
but that which was deemed essential, mostly to allow for the movement of goods. 
The virus claimed the lives of 28 residents at Pinecrest Nursing Home in Bobcaygeon in the early days 
of the pandemic – long-term care facilities went on lockdown, and frontline workers became heroes as 
they battled long hours, climbing case numbers, and an alarming shortage of PPE (personal protective 
equipment such as masks, gowns, gloves, etc.) in their fight to gain control of the situation. 
The wearing of masks became mandatory, and a new phrase - social distancing - became part of our 
lexicon. We were required to maintain a distance of two metres from other people, and essential 
businesses such as grocery stores had to limit the number of people inside, which resulted lineups 
outside. Inside, directional arrows became standard floor décor, and hand-sanitizing stations were part 
of the norm.  
Product shortages became commonplace and limits were put on items such as paper products (toilet 
paper, paper towel, etc.), household cleaners and disinfectants and antibacterial soap (we were urged to 
wash our hands, wash our hands, wash our hands), as people began to “panic buy”.  
The number of people allowed together was regulated, and we were encouraged to establish “social 
bubbles” to limit the spread of the virus. Large outdoor gatherings were prohibited – forcing the 
cancellation of popular local events.  
When restaurants were again able to open, it was for take-out/delivery only. Next, they were permitted 
to serve outside on patios, which sprung up overnight everywhere there was room for a few tables.  
Curbside/porch pickup was another new phrase, as stores filled online/phone orders and customers 
picked up their order outside the store. 
By mid-summer things had a semblance of “normalcy” – stores and restaurants were open, albeit with 
restricted numbers, and Fenelon Falls was a busy place. The locks were busy with boaters, downtown 
parking was crazy – if you looked past the masks and the omnipresent COVID signage it looked like 
any other summer in town. 
As we came into the autumn season the predicted “second wave” hit Canada and the rest of the world, 
with reported cases skyrocketing and deaths on the rise. Thanksgiving get-togethers were discouraged 
in the hope that diligence then would allow for a more normal Christmas for everyone. 
Now it is early December, and the outlook for the holidays is bleak – large indoor gatherings (family 
or otherwise) are discouraged or, in some jurisdictions, prohibited. Vaccines have been developed and 
are ready to roll out – but the logistics for dispensing them are mind-boggling, particularly since two 
injections two weeks apart are required for each person. Military expertise has been enlisted for the 
mass immunization program and projections are that it could be September 2021 before everyone in 
the country is immunized. 
I am reminded of a recollection by Monty Robson of living through the Spanish flu pandemic in the 
early 20th century, and I think often of that young boy, caring for his stricken family, depending on the 
kindness of neighbours to fetch groceries for his ailing household as he spent his days looking out the 
window, watching the undertaker’s cart making its endless trips through the streets of the village, 
loaded with the bodies of those who had succumbed. 
In the early 21st century, Fenelon Falls has fared much better, so far. 
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COVID-19 Signs in 2020

Signs, Signs, Everywhere Signs - 
Wherever you went in 2020 there 
were signs saying “stay six feet 

apart”,  “Closed”,  “Takeout 
Only”, “Wear masks”, "Curb-side 
Pickup or Delivery”, “This event 

cancelled”,  “Follow arrows”, 
“Maintain social distancing”, etc.
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Scenes of Fenelon Falls
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Parades
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Aerial Views 
by Bill Dickinson
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Below is a speech that Marg Allen gave to the Historical Society 20 years ago (2001). It was about 
Fenelon Falls Then & Now 2000 and how it came to be. Enjoy!!

Thank you for inviting me here this evening to tell you about our book Fenelon 
Falls Then & Now. When we started this we had only intended to begin at 1900 
and go to 2000, but we soon found this wasn’t practical so we began at the 
beginning. I will tell you now that we didn’t go into detail about all the saw mills. 
That is a book in itself. When we picked up our order from the printer in 
December 2000 we had no idea that we had a best seller - but that’s what it was - 
at least around here. Although, we have sent books to B.C. and into the states. The 
first 500 books sold out in the three weeks before Christmas. In fact the orders for 
Christmas presents were so numerous that we had to ask others to wait for the 
2nd printing. I had bought five for myself but I had to part with three of them so 
there would be a Fenelon Falls Then & Now under the tree on Christmas 
morning. But seriously we are proud of our accomplishment. Even though it was 
a lot of hard work, the result speaks for itself. The three people responsible for this 
book are myself (Marg Allen), my daughter, Kathy Arscott, and Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter. I researched 
and wrote most of the Fenelon Township History book in 1985, so I continued and researched and wrote 
most of this book. Kathy typed, scanned all the pictures and did the layout on her computer. Caroline has 
lived in Fenelon Falls since she was a small child. She started working for me in the Library when she was 
11 or 12. She has always had a deep interest in the history of the village and is a photographer. That was 
our team. Shortly after we finished the Fenelon Township book we thought of a history of Fenelon Falls 
and it had been Kathy’s dream to have a pictorial book of the village. This idea lay dormant for many years 
- would you believe 15 years. We did continue to collect pictures, newspaper articles and information about 
Fenelon Falls. Kathy collected post cards of the village. We got them wherever we could, but especially at 
stamp shows or postcard shows. She has so many now that it is almost impossible to find ones she doesn’t 
have. When the millennium appeared on the horizon we thought a book would be a great way to celebrate 
Fenelon Falls. So we applied for a millennium grant. Although we were approved we turned it down after a 
few months. We were spending more time filling out the government forms than we were on the book. 
Doing it on our own meant we had the sole control over how we did it, when we did it, and where we had it 
printed. In January 2000 we started in earnest and it just went on from there. The pressure really built up in 
the summer as we were working toward a deadline which kept changing by the month (first end of August 
and so on). We finally had it ready to go to the printers at the first part of November. I devoted every day 
and half the night to interviewing, telephoning, gathering pictures and writing. Talking about pictures, it 
was amazing how generous people were with their treasured possessions. Kathy worked along side with 
me, scanning, typing and page lay out. She wanted each page to tell a story. She worked evenings and 
weekends and all her holidays from the Post Office. Caroline took most of the “Now” pictures and many 
pictures of old pictures that people had. Don’t think it was all hard work, well it was, but it had its moments 
- when we got a picture that we had never seen before. There are hundreds of pictures out there of the falls 
and the steam boats and a few other scenes. You see them over and over (each one a little different), but 
when you find something new, that was a real thrill for us. In our book we decided to concentrate on the 
businesses and report on their changes over the years. A few haven’t changed much at all. The Village Shop 
is one example. Watsons have kept the ornamental tin ceiling and they use the same shelving and glass 
display cases that Burgoynes did. Other places on the main street have had many changes - from a farm 
machinery shop to a computer shop, or a garage to a video store and of course there were a few stores in 
between. I can’t remember which building it was but it had a new owner and when he was exploring his 
new building he found a tombstone. It belonged to a soldier from WW II. He called me at the Library (why 
me, I don’t know) but anyway, I called the Legion and they took care of it. The village has so much history 
that one book only begins to scratch the surface. Even with 250 pages it is not nearly done. Several people 
have been disappointed that we didn’t do their houses, some of which are old by our standards. We would 
have liked to but you have to draw the line and stay on track. I mentioned earlier that our book is a best 
seller, so I will tell you how to write a best seller. First you select a popular topic, then you work day and 
night for a year and at the end you have a book and the satisfaction that all the hours spent were worth 
while and you never want to look at a Fenelon Falls picture or another lot of information again - but you 
will, and you’d do it all over again. 

“Fenelon Falls Then & Now 2020” - This book is for you mom / (Mrs. Allen)

L-R Caroline Fenelius-
Carpenter, Kathy Arscott 

& Marg Allen
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Bertha Armstrong 
Kathy Armstrong 
Freda Arscott 
Nadine Ashton 
Jason Bain 
Russ Baptiste and Family 
Rod and Judi Bell 
Fern Bellwood  
Claude Bellwood  
Mike Belton 
Cathy Bevis 
Susan Beynon 
Deb Blackmore 
Janice and Muffy Bown 
Fred and Mary Brandon 
Al Britton 
Olive Brokenshire 
Denny and Grace Burke 
Dan Burnie 
Lynn and Rick Carreiro 
Ivan and Jean Carpenter 
Patti Carpenter 
Marg Chalmers 
Joan Childs 
Isobel and Doug Clerk 
Jeff Coleman 
Arlene Coleman 
Donna Curlew 
June Demerling 
Ernie Deyman 
Bill Dickinson 
Judy Dickson 
Nancy Drynan 
Cheryl Dyer 
Corrie Ethier Hynes 
Diane Engelstad 
Lynn Evans 
Jan and Helene Fenelius 
Barb Fletcher  
Joyce Flett 
Lois Gamsby 
Glen Godier 
Hazel Graham 
Garnet & Helena Graham  

Thank You to everyone who has contributed to the book

Ken & Chris Handley 
Elaine Hannan 
Ann Hartle 
Tina Harvey 
Ernie Hills 
Randy Hinton 
Dr. Susan Hochstenbach 
Karen Hogg 
Micheal Holliday 
 John and Marjorie Hoskin 
Patricia and Grant Hoy 
James Irwin 
Gayle & Barry Jenkins & family 
Colleen Jenkinson 
Jerry and Barb Jenkinson 
 Boots (Yvonne) Jones 
Maxine Jordan and Family 
Melissa Jukes 
Brian and Lucy Junkin 
Ham Keillor-Faulkner 
Orville and Eileen Kelley 
Freda Kelly 
Sandy Kerr 
Sharon Kimble 
David Kish 
Norman and Marg Kivell 
Nancy L’Estrange 
John LeCraw 
Ann Lee 
Trish Legere 
Scott Lewis 
Judy Lough 
John Lyon 
Ken and Myrtle MacArthur 
Don and Pat MacMillan 
Jim, Linda and Jeff Marshall 
Jill and Thomas Maxwell 
Bob McInnis 
Jean (Curtis) & Cliff McIntyre 
Sarah Milke 
 Jean Moore 
Gwen & Garth Nicholls 
Ev Nicholson 
Lorraine Nugent 
Peter Oliver

Marjory Patterson 
Cheryl Pearson & Family 
Michael Perry 
Art & Ethel Pogue 
Tanya Quackenbush 
Glenn Quibell 
June & Fred Raby 
Anna Radey 
Bev Rendle 
Alex Ridell 
Alana Roberts 
Jean Robertson 
Monty and Beulah Robson 
Susan Sainsbury 
Janet Scott 
Janet Sheehey 
Harold & Belle Sider 
Melville Simmons 
Debbie Sinclair  
Maud Skoog 
J.H. Stanton 
Henry& Gertrud Sternberg 
David & Sandi Stewart 
Darren Stewart 
Lorinda Taggart 
Julia Taylor 
Catherine Terrill 
Joan Todd 
Dr. Mark Torry 
Janet Tysiak 
Jack & Ina Vanatter 
Earl & Emily Vanatter 
Norm Wagenaar 
Glenn & Sharon Walker 
Lianne Walker 
Jackie Walter 
Ann Wardley 
Jana Waterson - Photography 
Donna Watson 
Eric Watson 
Susan & Jim Webster 
Bob & Norma Wise 
Velma Wood & family 
Joanne and Gratton Young  
Robert and Roxanne Young 
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Kawartha Lakes This Week is an 
award-winning weekly free-

distribution newspaper in City of 
Kawartha Lakes 

Thank you to their writers and 
photographers

Modern Photography & Image Combining - 
Sharon Walker

Bill Dickinson 
Aerial Photography

Maryboro Lodge  
Fenelon Falls Museum

Kawartha 411 
Pamela VanMeer is a two time winner of the 

prestigious Radio Television Digital News 
Association (RTDNA) Award. Her investigative 

reports on abuse in Long Term Care Homes 
garnered international attention for the issue and 

won the Ron Laidlaw Award. She is a former 
reporter and anchor at CHEX News, now Global 
Peterborough and helped launch the New CHEX 

Daily, a daily half hour talk show. While at CHCH 
News in Hamilton she covered some of the biggest 

news stories of the day.

George & Anna May Jackett

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 238

Parks Canada  
Trent Severn Waterway Lock 34

Stores and Businesses in the Village of 
Fenelon Falls - Randall Speller
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Newspapers of  the past  

The Canadian Post - Lindsay 
The Daily Post - Lindsay 
North Kawartha Times

Thank You  
to everyone who gave us stories, 

pictures and permission to use your 
information in this book of memories 

created for you

The Fenelon Falls Gazette  / 
The Visitor- Fenelon Falls 
& Historical Supplements 

Cottage Country Lifestyle 
Magazine 

A History of Fenelon Township 
Roses of Thorns - Gladys Suggitt 

Centennial History of Victoria County - 
Watson Kirkconnell 

Souvenir of Fenelon Falls 1904  - 
R.J. Moore

Rotary Club  
of 

Fenelon Falls

A Very Big Thank You  
from 

Kathy Arscott 
Caroline Fenelius-Carpenter 

Anne & Bob Gamsby 
Belinda Wilson

Fenelon Falls 
Horticultural 

Society

The Promoter
St John Ambulance

Jardine Funeral Home
Kawartha 411

Kawartha Lakes Public Library 
Lindsay Advocate 

Fenelon Falls and District Lions Club 
Fenelon Falls Tennis Club
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Fenelon Falls 

“Jewel of the Kawartha”


